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3,081,819
PLEATER-AND-HANGER DEVICE FOR DRAPES
OR THE LIKE
Martin L, Lydard, Baltimore, Md., assignor to Eastern
Products Corporation, Baltimore, Md., a corporation

of Maryland
Filed July 25, 1961, Ser, No. 126,555
5 Claims, (ClL 160—348)

This invention relates generally to curtain hanging de-
vices, and more particularly to a combined pleater-and-
hanger device for use in forming pleats in drapes, curtains,
wall hangings, etc., and for suspending the same from a
horizontally disposed support.

The primary object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a novel drapery shaper and hanger which is readily
and economically manufactured, easily installed, and
highly satisfactory and practical for the purpose intended.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
a «drapery hanger which cooperates with conventional
hanging structure of drapes or the like, and which auto-
matically and uniformly forms a pleating formation when
installed on the drape.

A still further object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a novel pleater-and-hanger device of the character
involved which forms uniform pleats with & minimum ex-
ercise of skill or aptitude on the part of the individual
installing the drapes.

And yet a still further object of the present invention
is to provide a device of the character involved which
permits the drapery, curtains, etc. to be moved, rearranged
or transferred without disturbing the pleats formed by the
device.

And yet another object of the invention is to provide a
drapery pleater-and-hanger which is substantially con-
cealed when installed and which will be disposed in an
optimum position for satisfactorily supporting the drapes,
curtains, etc.

Other objects and the nature and advantages of the
instant invention will be apparent from the following
description taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is an elevation showing a drape instailation
utilizing the novel pleater-and-hanger device of the in-
vention; i

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary rear elevation of a
portion of the drape installation of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged section taken substantially on
the plane of line 3—3 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is an enlarged exploded perspective view of
the novel pleater-and-hanger device used in the drapery
installation of FIG. 1;

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary perspective view of an upper
portion of the drape installation of FIG. 1, illustrating
the configuration of the pleats formed utilizing the device
of FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is an enlarged plan view, similar to FIG. 3,
illustrating the type of pleats formed utilizing another
embodiment of the pleater-and-hanger device;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the pleater-and-hanger
device utilized to form the pleat formation shown in
FIG. 6; and

FIG. 8 is a view similar to FIG. 5, showing the upper
configuration of the pleats formed utilizing the device
of FIG. 7.

Referring to drawings, in FIG. 1, a window W has
disposed adjacent the side portions thereof vertical,
. pleated drapes 16 and 12 which have a horizontal cornice
portion 14 extending therebetween. The drapes 1¢ and
12 and cornice portion 14 are suspended from a horizon-
tally disposed support bar 16 which is suitably secured to
the wall 18. The particular drape installation is merely
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2
for purposes of illustration, and it will be readily ap-
parent that the novel pleater-and-hanger device of the
invention can be utilized with draw curtains, and in many
other installations.

As seen in FIG. 2, the drapes and cornice portion will
have secured thereto, as is conventional, a pleater tape
20 which includes a plurality of open-ended sleeves,
tunnels or tubes 22 longitudinally spaced thereacross.
The tubes or sleeves 22 are spaced from each other a
predetermined distance, as is conventional in the art, to
accommodate the drapery hanging devices.

Considering FIGS. 5 and 8, each of the embodiments
will form tubular pleats 24 terminating at their longitu-
dinal edges in coplanar panel portions 26, as seen in FIG.
5, or tubular pleat portions 24’ terminating at their longi-
tudinal edges in coplanar panel portions 26’, as seen in
FIG. 8.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, the novel pleater-and-
hanger device comprises a body portion indicated gen-
erally at 3¢, which includes a hook 32 having a lower
vertical stem 34 continuing in an inwardly directed por-
tion 3§, an outwardly directed portion 38, and a reverse-
bend or downwardly directed portion 40 terminating in
an inwardly directed end portion 42. Secured to and
extending transversely of the stem portion 34 is the bight
or base portion 44 of a substantially U-shaped element,
which includes outwardly directsd side portions 46 and
48 which continue in upwardly directed prongs 59 and 52
which are mutually parallel and coplanar with respect
to each other. The prongs 58 and 52 are of a uniform
cross section and will accommodate thereon a substan-
tially cylindrical pleat forming sleeve indicated generally
at 54,

Secured above the portion 44 of the element forming
the prongs 5% and 52 is a U-shaped element 55 including
vertically extending mutually parallel prongs 56 and 58
which will be received in the pleat tape tunnels or sleeves
22 on the drape, cornice, or the like. The prongs 56 and
58 have formed at the upper end thereof enlarged knobs
60 and 61, respectively, which facilitate the insertion of
the prongs 56 and 5§ into the pleater tape tunnels or
tubes 22.

The cylindrical sleeve 54 will be constructed from any
suitable sheet metal, plastic, or the like, and includes
inwardly formed tubular sleeves 64 and 66 along the
spaced rear parallel edges thereof which will be accoms-
modated on the prongs 50 and 52 of the element 30.
The sieeves 62 and 64 terminate at their lower edges 66
and 68, respectively, above the bottom edge 7¢ of the
sleeve 54. The shortening of the sleeves 62 and 64 will
dispose the hook 32 of the element 3@ substantially
cenirally of the cylindrical sleeve %4, to thus afford
proper hanging of the drapes, cornice, etc.

It will be noted that the portions 36 and 38 of the
element 39 extend inwardly between the prongs 56 and
58 whereby, when the hook is disposed on a support
bar 16 or the like, the sleeve 54 will be disposed adja-
cent to the support bar to aid in disposing the pleats 24
in a desired vertical position.

It will be noted in FIG. 3 that the tubular tunnels
or sleeves 22 of the pleater tape 20 are received in the
prongs 56 and 58, the upper rounded ends 6% and 62
being illustrated therein, and an intermediate sleeve 22’
not used is disposed vertically of the outer surface of the
cylindrical pleat forming sleeve 54 opposite the hook
element 30.

Considering FIGS. 6-8, FIG. § illustrates the type of
pleats formed utilizing the combined pleater-and-hanger
device shown in FIG. 7.

The device shown in FIG. 7 includes a body portion
139 including a circular base ring element 131 having
secured thereto, in any suitable manner, a hook forming
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element 132 including a vertical lower stem 134 con-
tinuing in an inwardly directed portion 136, an outwardly
directed portion 138, a reverse-bend, downwardly project-
ing hook portion. 14§ and an inwardly directed terminal
portion 142.

Secured to the ring 131 at opposite sides of the hook
elemeént 132 are U-shaped prong forming elements 143
and 145 which form vertically extending prongs 156, 150
and 158, 152, respectively. Prongs 156 and 158 are dis-
poséd in coplanar relation on opposite sides of the por-
tiohs 136 and 138 of the hook forining element 132,
this being similar to the construction shown in FIG. 4.
The prong elements 15¢ and 152 are in coplanar rela-
tionship with respect to each other and are spaced out-
wardly from the prongs 156, 158, respectively. Secured
to the ring element 131 in coplanar opposed relationship
to the hook element 132 is a fifth prong 155. The prongs
159, 152, 155, 156, and 158 are disposed in a pentagonal
relationship, it being noted that the coplanar related hook
element 132 and prong 155 are disposed in a plane normal
to the plane in which the respective coplanar prongs 156,
158 and 150, 152 are disposed. Further, the planes in
which the respective prongs 156, 158 and 159, 152 are
disposed are substantially parallel to each other.

‘The prongs 156 and 158 have formed on their upper
ends enlargements 169 and 162, respectively, to accom-
plish the function mentioned with respect to the prongs
56 and 58 of the embodiment of FIG. 4. Additionally,
the prongs 150 and 152 have formed at the upper ends
thereof similar enlargements 163 and 164, respectively,
inasmuch as these prongs will be accommodated in the
tubular sleeves 22 of the pleater tape of a drape as well
as the prong 155 which has an enlargement 165 on the
upper end.

As clearly seen in FIG. 6, the pleats 24’ are formed
when the respective pleater tape tunnels 22 are received
on the prongs 150 through 158, the enlargements 160—
165 being identified in FIG. 6.

The manner in which the combined pleater-and-hanger
device is used is believed to be clearly evident to those
skilled in the art, and thus it would appear that further
description and explanation is unnecessary. However,
from the foregoing description it is seen that the present
invention provides an improved drapery shaping and
suspending device which is simple and practical in con-
struction and which can be economically manufactured
and readily applied in a simple and convenient manner
by a relatively unskilled individual. The drapery is effec-
tively shaped to have attractive pleats and is securely
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retained in assembled relation even if subjected to rela-
tively rough handling which may occur during normal
usage, such as changing the drapes, cleaning the drapes,
ete.

It will be obvious to those skilled in the art that various
changes may be made without departing from the spirit
of the invention, and therefore the invention is not limited
to what is shown in the drawings and described in the
specification but only as indicated in the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A pleater-and-hanger device for use with a drape
including a plurality of integral vertically extending, hor-
izontally spaced parallel tunnels open at the lower end,
said pleater-and-hanger device comprising a drape-hang-
ing hook integral with a base portion, a first pair of
mutually parallel prongs extending from said base at
opposite sides of said drape-hanging hook, at least a sec-
ond pair of mutually parallel prongs extending vertically

from said base in spaced relation laterally from said

first pair of prongs and said drape-hanging hook and
parallel thereto, said two pairs of prongs being disposed
in mutually parallel rectangular relation to each other,
and a separate, substantially rigid pleat forming shield
element including spaced parallel edge portions, said
edge portions including socket means removably received
on said second pair of prongs for receipts between cer-
tain spaced parallel tunnels of said drape.

2. The structure of claim 1; said first pair of prongs
including blunted upper terminal end portions for facilitat-
ing entry of said prongs in the drape tunnels.

3. The structure of claim 1; said shield including a
fragmentary circular cross section.

4. The structure of claim 1; said socket means com-
prising tubular sleeves along the length of said shield
edges. .

5. The structure of claim 4; said tubular sleeves ter-
minating intermediately. of said shield, said drape hook
including a reverse-bend end intermediately of said
prongs, said upper end of said reverse-bend end terminat-
ing substantially equidistantly of said shield disposed on
said second pair of prongs.
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