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PATENT OFFICE 

WILLIAM C. DODGE AND PHILIP TELL DODGE, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBLA; SAID P. T. DODGE ASSIGNORTO WM. C. DODGE. 

lM PROVEMENT N BREECHOADNG FIREARMS 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 118,350, dated August 22, 1871. 

To al chon it may concern: 
Beit known that we, WILLIAM C. DoDGE and 

PFILLIP TELL DODGE, of Washington, in the 
county of Washington and District of Columbia, 
have invented certain Improvements in Breech 
Loading Guns, of which the following is aspeci 
fication, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawing. 
Our invention relates to breech-loading guns; 

and the invention consists in the peculiar means 
used for locking the barrels fast to the frame, 
alud for tipping the barrels and operating the 
extractor, as hereinafter more fully explained. 

Figure 1 is a longitudinal vertical section of 
a double-barreled guin containing our improve 
ments. Figs. 2, 3, and 4 are transverse sections 
of the sane, on the lines y y, a aº, and 2 2, respect 
ively. Figs. 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, and 11 are views of 
the improvement in modified forms. Fig. 8 rep 
resents cross-sections of the lug B atached to 
the under side of the barrels, with the slot or 
groove madetherein in various forms. 

This invention is an improvement upon the 
gun patented to William C. Dodge, September 
20, 1864, and March 14, 1871; and it has for its 
object a more perfect and simple plan of lock 
ing the barrels and operating the extractor by 
neans of the lever-guard. In the patent of Sep 
tember 20, 1864, the barrels were locked in po 
sition by means of a sliding bolt or catch sepa 
rate from the lever-guard, and which required a 
spring to operate it and a separate motion to re 
lease it before the guard could be moved to tip 
the barrels. In the subsequent patent of March 
14, 1871, the lever-guard Was provided with a 
hook or lug that locked the barrels down, but 
which also required a separate or sliding motion 
of the guard, in addition to its swinging motion, 
both to lock and unlock the barrels. En both 
those plans it was also necessary to use a spring 
catch to fasten the lever-guardin place. The pres 
ent invention accomplishes the same objectsby 
neans of the lever-guardalone, thus dispensing 
with the additional parts heretofore used; and it 
does it by the simple swinging movement of the 
guard. . 
In Fig. 1, which ilustrates our invention in 

its most perfect form, I represents the barrels, 
which are hinged to the front extremity of the 
frame A, by the pivot or pin d, and B represents 
a strong lug, secured rigidly to the under side of 

the barrels neartheir rear end, this lug Bfitting 
into a recess in the frame A, as fully shown and 
described in the last-mentioned patent, and as 
represented in Figs. 1 and 3. This lug Bis slot 
ted or recessed at its center, longitudinally, from 
its rear end to nearits front, for the front end of 
the lever C to Workin; and near its rear end a 
strong pin, o, passes transverselythrough it, as 
shown in Figs. 1 and 3. The lever-guard C is 
made solas to forma guard for the triggers, and 
is pivoted to the frame A on astrongpin, n, as 
represented in Fig. 1. Asin the former patents, 
itis prolonged infront of its pivot, and its ex 
treme front end is provided with a transverse 
pin or projection, e, on each side, which Works 
in a slot or groove, s, made in the sides of or 
entirely through the lug B, this slot s being 
made of the form represented, whereby the lever 
Cis permitted to move far enough to unlock the 
barrels before it operates to tip them. The lever 
C has on its upper side, just in rear of its pivot, 
a strong hook, r, made solid with and a part of 
the lever, of the form shown in Fig. 1, which 
hookris solocated thatas the leverissWung into 
position in closing the barrels it Will ride over 
the pin o in the rear end of lug B, and thus lock 
the barrels firmly down upon the frame. It Will 
be observed that the pin o is placeda little back. 
of the pivot ºn, and the locking-point of the hook 
is so formed that it locks past the center of pin 
o in closing; and thus any upward strain on the 
barrels only tends to force the hook º forward 
over the pin o more tightly. This method of 
locking the barrels down is very secure, and as 
it holds the lever-guard C firmly in place when 
locked no spring or catch is necessary to keep 
the lever in position. We thus make this one 
piece-the lever-guard-perform all the opera 
tions for which several parts were formerly used, 
and also dispense With al sliding bolts and 
springs. The extractor e is arranged-in such a 
manner that as the lever C moves to tip the bar 
rels the front end of the latter strikes againsta 
projection, a, on the stem of the extractor during 
the last part of its movement, and thereby shoves 
back the extractor as the rear end of the barrels 
rises above the recoilor breech-piece, as shown 
in dotted lines in Fig. 1, the extractor being pro 
vided with an incline on its lower side, which, as 
the barrels alre closed. strikes against the breech 
piece and forces the extractor in. 




