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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK KNOPF, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Iili-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvementsin Display-Racks, of which the
following is a specifieation.

My invention relates to racks designed
more particularly for jewelers’ use; and. it
consists in a novel construction of the same
whereby the rack may be conveniently folded

_into compact form without disturbing the ar-

ticles thereon. ‘

It is the custom with jewelers and others
displaying valuable articles in -their show-
windows to eollect the articles one by one and

" put them in a tray to be placed in a safe at
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night. The next day these articles are re-
moved from the safe and have to be rehung
or rearranged in the show window or case,
thus consuming considerable time and labor,
accompanied with more or less wear. To
avoid this, I construct the display-rack in
such manner that it may be folded into com-
pact form withont disturbing the articles
thereon and placed in the safe with the arti-
cles still attached, thus rendering it unneces-
sary to handle the articles themselves or to
change their arrangement upon the rack.
The present construetion, while acecomplish-
ing these results, is especially designed for
use in connection with a work bench or table
having a cover or lid, the rack in such case
being hinged to the bench or table, so that
the rack may be tipped as a whole and then
folded to enable the cover or lid to inclose
and protect the articles hung upon the rack.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective

~ view of my improved rack as a whole applied
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to the bench or table; Fig. 2, an end view
showing the rack tipped and folded to allow
the bench coveror lid (shown in dotted lines)
to inclose the rack; Figs. 3 and 4, views show-
ing the rack proper removed from its saupport
and folded, Fig. 4 representing the rack
folded ready for placing in the safe; and Figs,
5 and 6, perspective views illustrating certain
details hereinafter referred to.

A indicates a suitable base or support,
which is provided with four or more studs a,

Fig. 5, to receive the lower ends of the posts
B B of the rack proper. The posts, which en-
circle these studs a, are slotted, as at b, Fig.
5, and through these slofs pass the thumb-
gerews C, which, screwing into the threaded
holes ¢ of the studs, press the posts with suffi-
cient foree against the studs to hold the rack
securely to the base. Thisis a very simple
and cheap arrangement; bnt other attaching
mears may obviously he substituted—such,
for instance, das a reversal of the construction
shown—a hollow stud to receive the end of
the post. )

Posts B B, which will in practice be made
about twenty inches high and placed about
twelve inches apart, are connected in pairs
by means of rods or bars, of which there are
two sets D D’, those of the lower set D being
bent and connected with each other by means
of links d and pins e, as shown in Fig. 6, so
as to form a hinge-joint between the two sec-
tions of the rack. The upper set of bars D’
are not connected, because it is desired to
permit the upper half of each section of the
rack to fold down parallel with its respective
lower half. ,
joint between the two sections of the rack
and permit them to swing horizontally and
fold into the position shown in Fig. 3.

In order to permit the upper half of each
section of the rack to fold down, the posts B
B are made in two partsand formed with lat-
eral arms f, which latter are hinged or jointed
to each other at their outer ends, as shown in
Figs.1,2,3,and 4, thereby permitting the rack
to be folded longitudinally—that is, permit-
ting the upper half of each section to fold
down parallel with the lower half, either be-
fore or after folding the rack transversely or
one section upon the other.

It will be noticed that the arms f f form a
firm bearing or support for the upper portions
of the posts B B; bat in order to prevent any

.accidental tipping of the upper parts of the

posts swinging latches E are secured to one.
part of the post to engage, each,a pin on the
other part.

The watches or other articles to be carried
by the rack will be suspended from the bars
or rods D D’ by means of hooks ¥, which are
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These links and pins d e form a -
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free to turn upon the rods, and thus hold the
articles suspended during the folding of the
rack.

When the rack proper is removed from the
base it will stand by itself when folded into
the form represented in Figs. 3 and 4, or it
may be arranged to bear againstany suitable
object orsupport, thus rendering unnecessary
the use of the support A. It will be found
advisable, however, to use a support substan-
tially such as shown in all cases, as it pre-
cludes collapse and also falling of the rack,
the support being advisably fixed in position
within the show case or window.

Where the rackis intended for application
to a work-bench or desk, the base A will be
connected by hinges g and links 2 or equiva-
lent device to the beneh-top, asshown in Figs.
1 and 2. By these means the base A may be
tipped and the upper half of the rack folded
down soas torest upon the desk or bench-top,
as shown in Fig. 2, thereby permitting the
coverorlid of the desk (shown in dotted lines)
to inclose the rack.

From the foregoing it will be seen that I
have an exceedingly simple, cheap,and tasty
display-rack which can be folded compaectly
with the articles thereon so as not to occupy
a space exceeding ten by twelve and one-half
by four inches. This compactness in folding
isamatterof considerable importance to those
carrying a large stock of goods. The hinge

connections d, e, and f are so arranged as to
maintain the rack-sections when folded at
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the proper distances apart, thereby prevent-
ing the watches or otherarticles from rubbing
against each other.

What I claim is—

1. A rack consisting of two sections, each
comprising a pair of upright posts adapted to
fold upon themselves; and two sets of trans-
verse suspending rods extending between the

35

40

posts of the respective sections,—thelower set

of suspending rods being hinged together.

2. In combination with the posts made in
two parts hinged together; the suspending
rods D and D’, the former, D, being hinged
together; and hooks ¥ mounted and free to
turn upon the rods whereby the articles are
held in a pendent position during the folding
of the rack.

3. In ecombination with posts B I3 made in
two parts and provided with arms f f hinged
together; the suspending rods D and D’ ex-
tending from post to post; and the links and
pins d e, connecting the contiguous ends of
the rods D.

4. In combination with the hinged two-part
posts B B; rods D’ connecting the upper parts
of the posts; and rods D connecting the lower

parts of the posts,—said rods D being hinged,

together.
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In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand

in the presence of two witnesses.
FREDERICK KNOPF.
Witnesses:
R. L. TERRY,
S. K. JOHNSON.




