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2, D Claims Nos.:
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extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. I:] Claims Nos.: :
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(g).

BoxNo.IIl  Observations where unity of invention is [acking (Contlouation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
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1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
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3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were limely paid by the applicant, this internationel search report covers
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4, No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT Tatsmational applioation No
PCT/US23/64772

-***-Continued From Box No. lii: Observations whers unity of Invention is lacking-~**-

This application contains the folfowing Inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general Inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13,1, In order for all inventions fo be examined, the appropriate additional examination fee must be pald.

Group |: Clairms 1-21 are directed towards an access sheath system. B
Group |I: Claims 22-32 are directed towards a method, comprising advancing a dilator along the inner lumen of an access sheath.

The inventions listed a8 Groups I do not relale to & single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding speclal technical featuras for the following reasons;

The special tachnical features of Group | include at least an elongated sheath body that is sized and shaped to be introduced into an
artery, which Is not present in Group Il

The speclal techrical features of Group |l Include at least the step of advancing a dilator along the inner lumen of en access sheath,
which are not present In Group |.

The common technical features shared by Groups I-l| are an access sheath comprising a protective distal end having an atraumatic
surface, the elongated sheath body comprising an inner lumen extending between a proximal sheath end and a distal sheath end; and a
dllator comprising an atraumatic tip and a guide sheath, the atraumalic tip having a proximal portion and a distal portion, the proximal
portion of the atraumatic tip being formed ta extend along a sheath passageway of the gulde sheath, the distal portlon of the atraumatic
tip comprising a tapered distal surface, the atraumatic tip being formed to mate with and cover at least a part of a distal end of the guide
sheath fo protect the artery from the distal end of the guide sheath.

However, these commen features are previously disclosed by US 6,786,884 BA to DeCant, Jr. et al. (hereinafier *‘DeCant”). DeCant
discloses an access sheath comprising a protective distal end having an atraumatic surface {the bolus tip is rounded fo prevent trauma ta
the patient's body, Fig. 7, cal. 2, Il. 15-17), the elongated sheath body comprising an Inner lumen extending between a proximal sheath
end and a distal sheath end (central lumen 332 extends from catheter 10 at one end, through the balus tip 300 at the other end, Fig. 7,
col, §, II. 47-64). .

Further common features are previously disclosad by WO 2022/177618 A1 to Embellne, Inc. (hereinafter “Emboline™), Emboline
discloses a dilator comprising an atraumatic tip and a guide sheath (gheath 22 ettaches to tip 38 which has a tapered shape, inherently
reducing damage cause by its entry Into an artery, Fig. 2C, para. 38, 42), the atraumatic tip having a proximal portion and & distal portion
{tip 38 has proximal base 42 and a distal tip 40, Flg. 2B, para. 38}, the proximal portion of the atraumatic tip being formed to extend along
a sheath passageway of the guide sheath (bage 42 extends within sheath 22, Fig, 2C, para. 3B), the distal portion of the atraumatic tip
comprising a tapered distal surface (distal tip 40 has a tapered shaps, Fig. 2C, para. 38), the atraumatic tip being formed to mate with
and cover al least a part of & distal end of the guide sheath to pratect the artery from the distal end of the guide sheath (fip 38 base 42 s
received within sheath 22, leaving tistal tip 40 to cover the end of sheath 22, Fig. 2C, para. 38).

Sincs the common technical features ara previously disclosed by the DeCant and Embeoline refarences, these commoen features are not
apecial and so Groups I lack unity.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (July 2022)
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