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To all wivm it may concern:
BBe it known that I, Caarces C. WiLLis,
residing  wt -South

Framingham, in the:

conuly of Middlesex and State of Massa-
chusettz, have invented an Improvement n:
Paper-Towel Holders, of which the follow- |

Ing is a specification.

1s quite strong and very water-absorbent.and
15 particularly characterized by being .

crinkled transversely, giving it an accordion

s

effect which makes the problem of handling

it vety difficult, yet other well-known or
suitable paper may be eniployed.

4

hand of the operator. To insure the ac-
cumulated portion which is drawn off of the
towelssipply projecting .through the open-
ing when the end section which has been
cat s withdrawn from the receptacle, said

end of, the accumulated portion through the
opening, after which ' said incompletely
severed end section is detached by a pull
upon it; and the invention therefore also has
for its object to provide a cutting-device
which is constructed and arranged to incom-
pletely sever the strip. , C
‘The invention ‘also has for its object to

The invention has for its object to pro-
vide a receptacle adapted to contain a siip-
ply of paper toweling, in strip_form, having 4

an opening through its wall through which

the strip may be drawn, and having means
to cut the strip trangversely, whereby short :

lengths of toweling, edch sufficient to seive
as an mdividual towel, may be obtained. ;
This receptacle is preferably normally closed |

[

4

except at the towel-outlet to make 'it; so far
as practicable dust and germ proof. The

end portion of the strip normally projects
through the opeuing in the receptacle, far
enough to be conveniently gragsped by the
hand of the operator for the purpose of
pulling upon the strip to draw it from the
receptacle, and the . cutting-device is ar-
ranged within the receptacle, above the
opening, and when said cutting-device is
operated to cut the strip =0 thac a short
length or section may be withdrawn, means
must be provided for permitting or causing
the newly forined end portion of the strip,
which vemains in the receptacle, to project
threugh the'opening so as to be grasped by
the hand of the operator; and therefore, my
present invention also has-for its object to

provide the holder or veceptacle with means |

adapted to be operated simultaneously with
and preferably in conjunction with or by the
cutting-device to draw off of the towel-sup-
ply woshort additional length of toweling,
and’ to accumulale” the same between the
cutting-device and the towel-supply. said ac-
cumulated portivn being sufficient, when
permitteq or caused to project through the
opéning in.the Teceptacle, to estend far
enough to bé conveniently. grasped by the

provide a receptacle with means tq limit the
length of toweling which may be withdrawn
from "the receptacle_ at each operation. In
this connection, as a preferred embodiment
of my invention, a measuring-device is em-
ployed which is adapted to be operated by
the moving strip of toweling as it is drawn
from the receptacle, and comprises a measur-
ing-roll or whekl adapted to be engaged by
the strip of toweling and to be rotated by
said strip as it is drawn from the receptacle,
and a locking-device whicii is thrown into
position to engage the strip of toweling
when a predetermined amount -has been
withdrawn, and means operated by or in
conjunction with the cutting-device for sub-
sequently releasing the locking-device and
restoring the parts to pormal. .

Figure 1 is a front. view of a towel-holder
embodying this invention. Fig. 2 is a verti-
cal section of the same taken on the dotted
line 2—2, Fig. 1, the parts being repre-
sented in their normal positions, Fig. 3 is
a similar vertical section of the towel-holder,
some of the parts being omitted for clear-
ness, and the knife-blade being advanced far
L enough for the claniping-members to be
moved by it to engage the strip. Fig. 4 is a
sectional detail showing particularly the
| measuring-device for the strip, the parts be-
ing in the position they, will occupy when

detail of a part of the measnring-device.
Fig. 6 is a longitudinal vertical section of a
portion of the towel-holder taken on the
dotted line 6—6, Fig. 2. Fig, 7. is a hori-

rzontsl section of the towel-holder taken on
¢ the dotted line 7—7, Fig. 2, showing par-

end section is only incompletely severed, so -
_ | that it may be used as a means to pull the

This invention relates to holders for
_paper-toweling, such as crepe paper which:

' the strip is locked. Fig. 5 is an ‘enlarged:
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ticularly the cutting-device. Fig. 8 is a
similar view, the knife-blade being pressed
inward to cut the strip. Fig. 9 1s a hori-
zontal section of the towel-holder taken on
the dotted line 9—9, Fig. 2. Fig. 10 is a
detail of a portion of the strip, showing par-
ticularly the incomplete line of severance.
Fig. 11is an enlarged detail of the measur-
ing-wheel which is moved by the strip. Fig.
12 is a vertical section of a modified form of

- towel-holder, the measuring-device in par-

ticular bein% omitted.
A normally closed receptacle is employed

~adapted to contain the towel-supply and the

1

operating-mechanism. To avoid contami-

. ‘nation of the toweling the receptacle should

. ‘be kept locked except when opened for re-
" filling. - The receptacle is made quite long

31,z¢

'so that a strip of toweling of considerable
width’ may be housed therein. As here
ghown the receptacle comprises a boettom

-wall 10; front and back walls 11 and 12;

25,

and end walls 13 and.14; and a top wall
15, the latter being hingedly connected to
the top of the back wall and extended over
the top of thé receptacle and down at the

. front to engage the top of the front wall

"11. Each end wall has arranged on its in-

“terior a journal-bearing 16, for the end or

0
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-end-journal of a roll 17 on which the towel-

“supply, in strip form, is wound. .

19 represents the towel-supply. :

The receptacle is adapted to be secured
by any suitable means to a wall 20 of a
building, in horizontal position, and when
so disposed the towel-supply is likewise ar-
ranged in horizontal position, and is free
to be revolved to admit of drawing towel-
ing from the receptacle. The end portion
of the strip of toweling leading from the
towel-supply passes down through the bot-
tom part of the receptacle and through an
opening 21 in the bottom wall thereof, and
is intended to normally terminate a short
distance below said bottom wall, see Fig. 1,
so as to be conveniently grasped by the
hand of a person wishing to draw toweling
from the receptacle. ' ‘

The end portion of the strip or roll of
toweling passes between the cobperating
members of the cutting-device by which the
end section, large enough to serve as a towel,
may be removed, and said cutfing-device is
arranged horizontally in the receptacle and

intends substantially. from end to end of it
or at'least the width of the strip of towel-

ing. ~As here shown the cutting-device com-
prises two clamping-members for the strip
of paper, and = blade which is employed to
cut the strip 'after the clamping-members

- have engaged it, so that theé strip is posi-

tively held while helng cut.

95 represents the stationary clamping-
member which is horizontally arranged and
comprises two flat bars arranged one above

908,681

the other with a narrow space between them,
sufficient to receive the blade or at least the
cutting edge thereof. Said bars are sup-
ported at their oppusite ends by any sultable
means, as by means arranged on the interior
of the end walls. The edges of said bars
which face the strip each have a longitudi-
nal groove extended from end to end there-
of or thereabout, to receive complementary
V shaped edges of the bars composing the
movable clamping-member, to firmly clamp
the strip and prevent it slipping while the
blade acts to cut it. The movable clamping-
member 26 is arranged at the opposite side
of the strip, in a horizontal plane with the
stationary clamping-member, and extends
from end to end of the receptacle or there-
about, like the stationary clamping-member.
It is composed of two flat bars arranged re-
spectively above and below the blade 27, and
both of said bars are movably supported on
and connected with said blade 27 by bolts
98, at each end thercof, which extend
through the blade and through transversely
arranged slots 29 in the bars. As the blade
and the bars which are movably connected
therewith are quite long, supports are or
may be provided on the interior of the end
walls of the receptacle for the opposite ends
thereof as for instance, ledges 30 ave here
shown for this purpose on which the ends of
the under bar rest. The bars are normally
held with their strip-engaging edges justin
advance of the cutting edge of the knife, as
shown in Fig. 7, and are-bodily movable with
the blade io engage the strip and move the

_strip into engagement with the stationary
clamping-member and then to yield to per--

mit the blade to continue to advance and cut
the strip. To thus held the clamping-bars
with respect to the blade and fo permit said
bars to yield and the blade to advance, fong
springs 81 are provided for each bar which
are aftached at their onter ends tolthe bolts
28, and at their inner ends to pins 42 on the
bars.. and they are preferably . attached to
said bars at infermediate points, as to pins
83, so that attachment of their inner ends
to the bars becomes fixed and the outer ends
only are free to move. The blade 27 is pref-
erably toothed and has fixedly attached to
its edge adjacent the front wall of the recg¢p-
tacle at a point substantially midway its
length, a stem 34, which extends through a
hole in the front wall. and has attached to
its outer end a disk 33, adapted to be en-
gaged by the hand of the operator for the
purpose of pressing inward said stem and
thereby moving the blade in an inward di-
rection to clamp the strip and thereafter
cut if, and-a long spring 36 is provided for
returning the blade to normal.position when
pressure upon the stem 34 is removed, said
spring being connected with the blade at a
point intermediate its length and connected
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at its, énds to the interior of the front wall
11 As soon as the end portion - of the

‘strip has been cut and the section thus

cut is withdrawn from the receptacle, it is
necessury that the newly formed end por-
tion of the strip remaining in the recep-
tacle shall be drawn down through the open-
ing 21, far enough to be grasped by the
operator to draw from the receptacle an-
other length or section of toweling. To ac-
complish- this result means are provided
for drawing from the supply additional
toweling whenever a section is cut. which is
accumulated between the cutting-device and
supply, and which is given up as slack
when the cutting-device returns to normal,
and this additional supply is sufficient when
permitted or caused to project through the
opening 21, to extend below said opening far

-enough to be grasped by the operator. And

in addition to said means for drawing. off
an additional supply. provision is made for
drawing said accumulated slack toweling
through the opening positively, so that grav-
ity alone need not be relied upon. '

The means here shown for drawing off
additional supply of toweling consists of a
pull-off device constructed and arranged to
be operated by or in conjunction with the
cutting-device, and the provision for posi-
tively drawing this accnmulated slack towel-
ing through the opening consists in so con-
structing the blade that it will act to incom-
pletely sever the end section from the strip,
so that asthe incompletely severed section is
withdrawn from the receptacle it will act to
positively draw down through the opening
21 the accumnulated additional supplv, but
said end section is so completely severed that
but a slightly increased or sudden pull acts
to detach it from the strip. As the addi-
tional supply to be accamulated is hetween
the cutting-device and the supply, the pull-
off device is arranged above the cutting-
device.

In the present embodiment of my inven-
tion the pull-off device is adapted to be op-

erated by the cutting-device. and as lere.

shown, 40 represents a horizontally arranged
bar, extended transversely with respect to
the strip, which is connected at each end to
the lower ends of a pair of arms 41, pivot-
ally supported at their upper ends at 42, on
the interior of the end walls of the recepta-
cle, thereby forming a bail-shaped member
which is adapted to be swung across the

path of movement of the strip and to engage

and thereby deflect the strip. To move said
bail-shaped member a pair of armis are piv-

otally supported at their tipper ends at 44 fo -

the interior of the end walls of the recen-
tacle. which are provided at points inter-
mediate their length with extensions 45. to
engage the arms 41, and their lower ends
are loosely fitted into recesses formed in

!
|

8

ears 40, arranged on the blade 27 at the op-
posite ends thereof, so that as the blade i
moved back and forth said arms 43 will he
swing on their -pivote and the extensions
45 thereon will engage and move the arnis
41 1n one direction and permit the relurn
thereof to normal by gravity, ‘
The strip of paper leaving the supply
pusses over the edge of a deflecting-plate 50
which extends lengthwise the receptacle and
is fixed to the end walls thereof, and the
edge of said plate is located above and in
vertical alinement with the passuge Detween
the clamping-members and also above the
plane of the bar 40, «o that while the strip
1s held by the clamping-member; and the
blade is being moved to cut the strip, the
har 40 will engage the strip hetween. the
clamp and the supply and will defleet it to
such an extent as to draw toweling from the
supply.  As soon as the blade veturns fto
normal position thé bar 40 likewise returns
and the additional supply thus.drawn off
is accumnlated as slack. preparatory to be-
ing drawn .or permitted to pass  down
through the opening 21. To prevent the ae-
cumulated or slack portion of the strip from
interfering with the moving parts and to di-
rect it to the passage between the clamping-
members, a pair of fixed plates 31, 52, may
he provided. which are secured to the in-
terior of the end walls or elsewhere. and ar-
ranged at opposite sides of the opening be-

clining toward said bpening, forming a V-
shaped guide for the passage of the accu-
mulated portion of the strip between the
clamping-members. o

As a simple means of providing for in-
completely severing the end section from

is formed with severdl narrow slots 55, ex-
tending inwardly from the edge, as for in-
stance, there may be a pair of such slots
about the middle of the hlade and a slot
near each end thereof. Tn Fig. 10 the in-
complete line of severance is shown.

In one embodiment of my invention any
desired length-of paper may be drawn from
the supply and cut off, and additional towel-

ing from the supply drawn while the end

when the incompletely severed end section
is withdrawn and detached, see particularly
Fig. 11, but in the embodiment of my in-
vention shown in Figs. 1 to 9, means are also
provided for limitine the length of paper
which ray be drawn from the receptacle at
each operation, whereby short measured
lengths only are obtained, which are suffi-
cient in themselves to serve as individuai
towels. A measuring-device for accomplish-
ing this result therefore forms a part of my

tween the clamping-members, each plate de--

section is heing cut, which is subsequently .
caused to project through the opening 21,-
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uses to which the apparatus may be put and
purposely omitted i Fig. 11. The measur-
ing-device here shown is adapted to be op-

-erated automatically by the moving strip of
paper as it is withdrawn from the receptacle |

to determine the length of the section with-

" drawn, and to be restored to normal by

10

means connected with or operated by or in

conjunction with the cutting-device.
Referring to Figs. 2 to 4 the measuring-

device is arranged above the opening 21, and

“the sides of said opening are extended up-

15

20

ward as at 60 on the back side and 61 on
the front side. and form a throat through
which the strip of toweling projects, and
said walls are arranged diagonally with re-
spect to the downward movement of the
strip to deflect the strip, and when so ar-

ranged the front wall serves as a stationary.

deflecting wall over which the strip passes.
The front wall 61 of the opéning has a

.vertical slot at or about the middle through

- which the teeth of a spur-wheel (2 extend,

25

30

40

45

said teeth projecting far enough to engage
the crinkled strip, so that as the strip is
moved along, as for instanceé, when being
withdrawn from the receptacle, said spur-
wheel will be positively revolved. Said
spur-wheel 62 is secured to a horizontal shaft
63, see Fig. 9, supported by suitable bearings
on the bottom wall of the receptacle, and
said shaft extends from the middle to one
end of the receptacle or thereabout. Said
shaft has at its outer end an outwardly pro-
jecting pin 64, eccentrically arranged there-
on, which supports a pawl 65 and also a
short ‘arm 66 arranged at the side of and
connected with the pawl. Said pawl noy-
mally rests by gravity upon and engagesthe
ratchet-toothed portion 67 of a frame which
is arranged in vertical position and. adapted
to be.moved longitndinally step by step by
the pawl as the shaft 63 revolves. Said

frame - comprises a horizontal base portion

67, on the upper edge of which the ratchet-

- teeth are formed, upright end portions 68

50

“and 69, and inwardly extended horizontal

portions or arms 70 and 71, said portions or
arms ocenpying the same plane or there-

about and extended toward each other and’

terminating a short distance apart. Said
frame is loeated at one end of the receptacle,

" between the edge of the strip of toweling

55
60

6

ot

and the end wall of the receptacle. Said
frame is designed to serve as an actuating-
device for the locking-device for the strip,
and when moved by the pawl acts to operate
said locking-device to engage and lock the
strip, - Said frame, however, is adapted to
be returned to normal position bv means
independent of the pawl. and during such

_return movement to returfi the locking-de-

vice to normal position-- ; :
The locking-device: consists essentially of
a flat plate 80, arranged to swing on pivot-

998,561

| stiids 81. It is arranged horizontally in the
receptacle and transverselv with respect to
the strip. It is arranged just back of the
+ front wall 61 of the opening 21. but at the
opposite side of the strip which bears upon
said front wall. When in normal position,it
inclines rearwardly, as shown in Fig, 2, but
when moved into locking position inclines
forwardly. as'shown in Fig. 4, where it will

be seen that ifs upper edge engages the strip
with the front wall 61, to thereby lock it.
Said locking-plate is moved by the frame, as
for instance, it is engaged by the end of the
arm 71, and moved Into locking position
when said frame is moved in a forward di-

end of the arm 70, when the frame is moved
in a rearward direction, as by the means
employed for returning it to normal posi-
tion. R :
When the strip is drawn from the recep-
tacle the spur-wheel js revolved and the pawl
repeatedly moved . forward and backward,
and the frame is advanced step by step until
the arm 71 thereof moves the locking-plate
into vertical position and a little farther,
whereupon -gaid plite falls by gravity
against the stationary front wall 61 and en-
gages and locks the strip, - It thus only.re-
mains to return the partg to normal to dis-
engage the'strip and thi%’ act is performed,
as here shown, {;y means connected with the
cutting-device, so that when the cutting-de-
vice is operated to ¢ut the strip and returns
to- normal, the coGperative parts of said
striplocking mechanism will be caused or
permitted to return to normal. The short
arm 66 is employed as a part of the return
mechanism and rests on the npper edge of a
bar 90, which has a raised part 91 in front
of the end of said arm, adapted, when the
har is moved rearward, to lift the arm and
thereby lift the pawl and disengage it from
the ratchet-toothed frame. Said cam-bar 90
has a recessed ear 917, which receives the
-outer end of a lever 92, pivoted.at 93, the in-
ner end of said lever engaging the outer end
of another lever 94, pivoted at 95, the inner
end of which straddles the pin 96 extended
downward from the cutting-device. As the
cutting:device is moved inward to cut the
strip said cam-bar 90 is moved inward and
lifts the short arm 66 and the pawl; yet
movement of said eam-bar is continued and
the ear thereon engages the front end of the
frame and moves said frame inward, and
the end of the arm 70 engagés the locking-
plate and moves said plate into vertical po-
sition and a little farther, whereupon. said
plate falls by -gravity into its rearwardly
inclined position. -As the cutting-device re-
turns to normal the cam-bar is hkewise re-

" mitted to resume its normal position and the

and presses the strip firmly into engagemeniy

turned to normal and the short arm per- -
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pawl to again engage the ratchet-toothed
frame. preparatory to being again operated
to move said frame. '

The means here shown for determining
the length of strip which can be withdrawn
from the receptacle at each operation is
merely one embodiment of my invention,
which is simple, easily operated and effec-
tive, but so.far as my invention is concerned
any other suitable means may be employed.

I claim:—-

1. A towel-holder consisting of a recepta-
cle adapted to contain a supply of paper
toweling, in strip form, having an opening
through its wall through which the end of
the strip normally projects in & position to
be grasped and drawn manpually from the
supply, and a cutting device arranged’ trans-
versely with respect to the strip, having
means whereby it may be operated manually,
said cutting device bejng operable independ-
ent of the withdrawal of the strip from the
supply, substantially as described.

2. A towel-holder consisting of a recepta-
cle adapted to contain a supply of paper
toweling, in strip form, having an opening
through its wall through which the end of
the strip normally projects in a position to
be grasped and drawn manually fromh the

supply, and a cutting-device contained in-

and extended lengthwise the receptacle and
transversely with respect to the strip having
operating-means extended through the wall
of the receptacle and accessible at the ex-
terior thereof, said cutting device being op-
erable independent of the withdrawal of thé
,strip from the supply, substantially as de-
scribed. _ »

8. A towel-holder consisting of a recepta-
cle adapted to contain a supply of paper
toweling, in strip form, having an opening
through its wall through which the end of
the strip normally projects in a position to
be grasped and drawn manually from the
supply, and a cutting-device contained in
and extended lengthwise the receptacle and
transversely with respect to the strip, com-
prising a pair of clamping-members for the
strip and a blade, said clamping members
being arranged to clamp the strip on oppo-
site sides of the blade, and means to oper-
ate said clamping-members and blade to en-
gage the strip and then ciit it, substantially
as deseribed. ‘ )

4. A towel-holder consisting of a recepta-

cle adapted to contain s sapply of paper

toweling, in strip form, having an opening
through its wall through which the end of
{lie strip projects, and a cutting-device con-
tained m and extended lengthwise the re-
ceptacle and transversely with respect to the
strip, comprising a pair of clamping-mem-
hers for the strip and a blade, each clamp-
ing-member comprising a pair of connect

crogs-bars arvanged with a space between

S

them for the Blade, and means to operate
said clamping-members and blade to engage
the strip and then cut it, substantially as
described,

5. A towel-holder consisting of a recepta-
cle adapted to contain a supply of paper
toweling, in strip form, having an opening
through its wall through which the end of
the strip projects, and a cutting-device con-
tained 1n and extended lengthwise the re-
ceptacle and transversely with respect to
the strip, comprising a pair of clamping-
members for the strip and a blade, one of
said clamping-memhers being stationarily
supported and the other being loosely con-
nected with the blade, whereby it is moved
with the blade and also permits the blade to
move independently of it, substantially as
described.

6. A towel-holder consisting of a receptacle
adapted to contain a supply of paper towel-
ing,in strip form, having an opening through
its wall through which the end of the strip
normally projects in a position to be grasped
and drawn manually from the supply, a
cutting-device arranged to be moved trans-
versely with respect to the strip, means to
hold. the strip while being cut, and means
to draw from the supply additional towel-
ing while the strip is thus held, which serves
as the normally projecting end of the next

7. A towel-holder consisting of a recepta-
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-towel, :said “end. being- caused to project .
through said opening when the strip.is.dis--
engaged, substantially as described. -~ ¢

100

cle adapted to contain a.supply of paper -

toweling, in strip form, having an opeming
through its wall through which the end of
the strip normally projects in a position to
be grasped and drawn manually from the
supply, a cutting - device arranged. trans-
versely with respect to the strip, means to
hold the strip while being cut, a deflecting
plate for the strip arranged between' the
supply and the strip-holding means, and
means codperating with said deflecting plate
to draw from the supply additional towel-
ing while the strip is thus held, which serves
as the-normally projecting end of the next
towel, said end being caused to project
through said opening when the strip is dis-
engaged, substantially as described.

8. A towel-holder consisting. of a recep-
tacle adapted to contain a supply of paper
toweling, in strip form, having an’ opening
through its wall through which the end of
the strip projects, a cutting-device arranged
to be moved transversely with respect to the
strip, means to hold the strip while being
cut, and means to draw from the supply ad-
ditional toweling while the strip is thus

held, which serves as the projecting‘end of .

the next towel, and an actuator therefor
connected with 'the cutting-device, substan-
tially as described.
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" 9. A towel-holder consisting of a recep-
tacle adapted 4o eontain a supply of paper
toweling, in strip form, having an opening
through its wall through which the end of
the strip projects]a cutting-device arranged
to be moved tramsversely with respect to
the strip, means to hold the strip while be-
ing cut, a_eross-bar arranged. transversely
with respect to the strip, and movable across
the path of movement thereof, to draw from
the supply additional toweling while the
strip is thus held, which serves as the pro-
jecting end of the next towel, and actuating-
means, for said cross-bar connected with the
cutting means, substantiaily as described.
10. A towel-holder consisting of a recep-

_tacle adapted to contain a supply of paper

20

25

toweling, in strip form, having an opening

through its wall through which the end of
the strip projects, a cutting-device arranged
to be moved transversely with respect fo
the strip, means to hold the strip while bé-
ing cut, a cross-har arranged transversely
with respect {o the strip, and swinging sup-
ports therefor, whereby said cross-bar 1s
permitted to move across the path of move-
ment of the strip to draw from the supply
additional toweling while the strip is thus
held, which serves as the projecting end of
the next towel, and actuating-means for said
swinging cross-bar codperating with the cut-

. ting device, substantially as described.

11. A towel-holder consisting of a recep-
tacle adapted to contain a supply of paper
toweling, .in strip form, having an opening
through its wall through which the end of

- the strip projects, a cutting-device arranged

40
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transversely with respect to the strip, means
to hold the strip while being cut, a cross-bar

.arranged transversely with respect to the

strip, and swinging supports therefor,
whereby said cross-bar is permitted toymove
across the path of movement of the strip,
to draw from the supply additional toweling
while the strip is thus held, which serves as
the projecting end of the next towel, pivoted
actuating-levers for said swinging cross-bat,
and means to connect said actuating-levers
with the cutting-device to be: operated by
said device, substantially as described.

12.. A towel-holdér consisting of: a recep-

" tacle adapted to contain a supply of paper
. toweling, in strip form, having an opening

~ through its wall through which the end of:

55

the strip normally projects in a position to

. be grasped and -drawn manually from the
. ‘supply, a cutting device for the strip, said

'Y-GO
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c¢utting device being operable independent
of the withdrawal of the strip from the sup-

ply. means to hold the strip while being cut.

and means to draw from the supply ad-
ditional toweling while the strip 'is thus
held, which serves as the normally project-
ing end of the next towel, caid end being

cansed to project through said opening

998,581 .

.when the strip is disengaged, substantially
as described.

.~ 18. A towel-holder consisting of a recep-
-tacle adapted to contain a supply of paper
toweling, in strip form, having an opening
through its wall through which the end of the
strip normally projects in a position to-he
grasped and drawn manually from the sup-

transversely with respect to the strip, said
cutting device being operable independent of
s the withdrawal of the strip from the sup-
ply, means to hold the strip while being cut,
means to draw from the supply additional

serves as the normally projecting end of the
next towel, and an actuator therefor con-
nected with. the cutting device, substantially
as described.

tacle adapted to contain a supply of paper
toweling. in’strip form, having an opening
through its wall through which the end of
the ~strip  projects, and a cutting-device
arranged transversely with respect to the
strip having a non-continuous cutting-edge,
whereby -the strip is incompletely severed,
means to hold the strip while the cutting-
device acts, and means to draw-from the
supply additional toweling while the strip
is thus held, which is subsequently caused to
project through the opening by withdrawal
of the incompletely severed portion, sub-
stantially as described.

i5. A towel-holder consisting of a recep-
tacle adapted to contain a supply of paper

through its wall through which the end.of

moving strip to engage and lock the strip
whén a predetermined length has been with-

versely with vespect to the strip .having a
non-continuous cutting edge, whereby the
strip is incompletely severed, means to hold
the strip while the cutting device acts, and
means to draw off from the~supply ad-
ditional toweling while the strip "is thus
_held, which is subsequently ‘caused to pro-
ject through the opening by withdrawal of
the incompletely severed portion; substan-
tially as described. : : o

16. A towel-holder consisting of a recep-
tacle adapted to contain a supply of paper
toweling, in strip form, having an opening
through its wall through whic% the end -of
‘the strip projects, a cutting-deyice for the
strip. a stationary plate over which the strip
passes, a movable locking-plate arranged in
front of said stationary plate, and means to
move said locking-plate to engage the strip
when a predetermined length has been with-
drawn, substantially as described. '

| tacle adapted to contain a supply of paper

toweling while the strip is thus held, whicl: ¢

toweling, in strip. form, having an opening.

drawn, a cutting -device arranged trans- -

17. A towel-holder consisting of a recep- -

v

ply, a cutting device for the strip movable

75

oL
el

14. A towel-holder consisting of a recep- .,

1¢

the strip projects, a clamp operated by the -
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toweling, in strip form, having an opening:|.

through its wall throngh which the end of
the strip projects, a cutting-device for the
strip, a stationary plate and a movable lock-
ing-plate between which the strip passes, a
spur-wheel arranged to be- engaged and
moved by the strip, and means operated by
said spur-wheel to move said locking-plate.
to lock the strip, substantially as described,
18. A towel-holder consisting of a recep-
tacle adapted to contain a supply of paper
toweling, in &trip form, having an opening
through its wall through which the end of
the strip projects, a cutting-device for the
strip, means operated by the strip to en-
onge and lock the strip when a predeter-
mined length has been withdrawn, and
means connected with the cutting-device to
rostore gaid locking-means, substantially as
described. , ‘

"19. A towel-holder consisting of a recep-
tacle adapted to contain a supply of paper
iowoling. in strip form, having an opening
through its wall through which the end of
ihe strip normally projects in a position to
be grasped and drawn manually from the
supply, clamping means to engage and lock

" the strip when a predetermined length has
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been manually withdrawn, and a cutting
device adapted to be operated to cut the
strip transversely .after’ it bas been with-
drawn from its supply and locked, substan-
tially as described.

20. A towel-holder consisting of a recep-
tucle adapted to contain a supply of paper
toweling, in strip form, having an opening
through its wall through which the end of
the strip normally projects in a position to
Le grasped and drawn manually from the
supply. clamping means to engage and lock
the strip when a predetermined length has
heen withdrawn, a cutting device adapted
to be operated to cut the strip transversely
after it has been withdrawn from its supply
and locked, means to hold the strip while
heing cut, and means to draw from the
supply additional toweling” while the strip
is thus held. which subsequently projects
threugh the opening and serves as the pro-
jecting end of the next towel, substantially
as described. - o '

7

21. In a paper towel holding and deliv-
ering device, a paper-holding receptacle
adapted to contain a supply of' paper towel-
ing, in strip form, having an opening
through its wall through which the end
of the strip normally projects in'a po-

sition to be grasped and drawn man-

ually from the supply; and .a clamping
and cutting-device within the receptacle out
of reach. of - the operator, consisting of
clamping-members to clamp the paper dpr-

.ing the cutting operation, a serrated edged

cutting blade movable through openings in
the clamping-member from one member into

"the opening in the other member to cut the

interposed paper with a scissor-like action,
an actuating-device extending outside the

85
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receptacle by which the operator can at one -

movement press the clamps together and
push the blade through the paper, substan-
tially as described. : '

70

92. 'A towel-holder consisting of a recep-

tacle adapted to contain a supply of paper
toweling in strip form having an opening
through its wall through which the towel-
ing may be drawn out, a device operated by

the drawing out of the strip to lock the strip-

against further’ withdrawal after a prede-
term'ned length has been withdrawn, a

75
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clamping and cutting device within the re- -

ceptacle for clamping and cutting the strip,
a pull-off device within the receptacle for
pulling off an additional supply from the
roll-during the clamping and cutting move-
ments, a releasing and resetting device for
releasing and resetting the locking - device
during the clamping and icutting operation,

85

an actuating-device extending outside the -

receptacle by means of which the operator
can.clamp and eut the strip, pull off an ad-

ditional supply of paper from the roll and’

release and reset the locking-device by one
movement of the hand, substantially as de-
scribed. : '

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing switnesses.

: CHARLES C. WILLIS.

Witnesses: ,

B. J. Noves,
H. B. Davis.
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