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The object of this invention is to provide
means for securing a tie, and more particu-
larly a four-in-hand tie in shape while the
same is being worn.

A still further object of the invention is to
provide means for maintaining in a substan-
tially stretched condition the front and rear
scari portions of a four-in-hand tie while
the same is knotted as would be the case when
the tie is worn and properly positioned about
the neck. v

A still further object of the invention is to
provide a device for the purpose above men-
tioned which will be entirely concealed from

5 view, and which is of simple construction

and design, can be sold at a nominal price,
and is otherwise well adapted for the purpose
designed. : 4

Other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will become apparent from a study of the
following description, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawing wherein :

Figure 1 is a plan view of the knotted por-
tion of a four-in-hand tie showing the ap-
plication of my invention.

Figure 2is a vertical sectional view through
the structure shown in Figure 1.

Figure 8 is a plan view of the tie shape
retaining device per se.

With reference more in detail to the draw-
ing it will be seen that the device is prefer-
ably stamped from a single length of metal or
other suitable preferable ductile material.
The shape of the device is preferably that of
a T and includes a head portion 5 and a shank
portion 6 which extends from the head por-
tion 5 intermediate the ends of the latter and
from one edge thereof. As shown in Figure
3, the head portion 5 has oppositely tapered
ends 6" presenting at the lower or free longi-
tudinal edge thereof a convex edge 7. The
shank 6 is relatively short and tapers longi-
tudinally gradually increasing in width as it
approaches the head 5.

As shown in Figure 2, the shank 6 curves

slightly away from or is offset from the plane
of the plate 5, and the plate 5 is preferably
curved or bowed slightly longitudinally.

On one face thereof, preferably and what
may be termed the front face, the head 5 50
adjacent each end edge thereof and adjacent
the edge 7 intermediate the ends of the plate
is provided with a pair of tie engaging prongs
8.  On the opposite or rear face thereof ad-
jacent the edge 7 and slightly below the 53
prongs 8 adjacent said edge is provided a sec-
ond pair of prongs 9 as shown in Figure 2.

In actual practice the tie 4 is placed about
the neck and tied in the usual manner. The
form or shape retaining device has the shank oo
6 inserted upwardly into the knot 4a of the
tie, placing the head portion 5 between the

i front and rear scarf portions 44, 4¢ of the tie.

The scarf portions 40, 4¢ are then straight-
ened laterally without undue stretching and ¢
the prongs 8 and 9 are forced into penetrating
engagement with the scarf portions 45, 4¢
as shown in Figure 2 thereby retaining the
portions of the scarf 45, 4¢ adjacent the knot
4a in properly stretched or smooth condition
thus obviating wrinkling of the scarf por-
tions as usually occurs adjacent the knot sub-
sequent to the proper tying of the tie.

1t will be noted that the plate 5 is of such
a length as not to project at its ends beyond
the proximate longitudinal edges of the scart
portions 40, 4¢ and the entire form retainer
when properly positioned will be entirely con-
cealed from view.

Even though I have herein shown and de-
scribed the preferred embodiment of the in-
vention, it is to be understood that the same
is susceptible of further changes, modifica-
tions and improvements coming within the
scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew is: . - '

1. A tie form or shape retainer comprising
a substantially T-shaped body member in-
cluding a shank portion adapted to be in-
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serted upwardly into the knot of a tied four-
in-hand tie, together with a head portion for
disposition between the front and rear scarf
portions of the tie, and prongs on opposite
faces of the head portion engaging the proxi-
mate scarf portions of the tie.

9. As a new article of manufacture, a tie
shape retainer comprising a substantially T-
shaped plate including a head portion pro-
vided on opposite faces thereof with pene-
trating prongs.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.

ERNEST N. PETTIT, Jz.
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