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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ARTHUR. G. STINSON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at West 
Superior, in the county of Douglas and State 
of Wisconsin, have invented a new and use 
ful Mail-Box, of which the following is a speci 
fication. " . . 

This invention relates to receptacles adapt 
ed to be attached to doors or door-casings for 
the reception of mail-matter, and has for its 
object the production of a receptacle which 
may be reversed in position to adapt it to be 
attached to either side of the door or door 
Way-opening. 

Further objects of the invention will appear 
in the annexed description and be defined 

tion on the line acac of Fig. 1. 
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and specified in the claims following. 
In the drawings illustrative of the inven 

tion, Figure 1 is a perspective view of the re 
ceptacle complete. Fig. 2 is a vertical sec 

Fig. 3 is a 
transverse section on the line y y of Fig. 2. 
The receptacle is intended to be attached 

to a door next to the casing or to the casing 
next to the door, as preferred, or as the con 
struction of the house may require. 

For the purpose of illustration the recep 
tacle is shown attached to the door next to 
the casing, the door being represented con 
ventionally at 10, the casing at 11, and one 
of the hinges at 12 of the usual construction. 
The receptacle consists of an oblong casing 

13, open on one side and provided at the ends 
with letter-slits 14 15 and hinged covers 16 
17 and with a spring-frame 18 to supportpa 
pers, magazines, and packages too bulky to 
be inserted into the receptacle through the 
letter-slits. - 

As before stated, one side of the receptacle 
is open, and this open side will be placed next 
to the door or casing, as the case may be, so 
that when the door is closed the receptacle 
will be likewise closed. . 
The receptacles should be placed next to 

the hinged side of the door, so as to offer as 
little obstruction to the door or the doorway 
opening as possible, and it is necessary that the 
receptacle should be made reversible to adapt 
it to right or left hand doors. To meet this 
requirement, both ends of the receptacle are 
alike, so that one of the letter-slits 14 or 15 
will always be uppermost; but provision must 

be made whereby the cover 16 or 17 which 
for the time being is downward shall be 
locked to prevent the letters from falling out, 
and this locking means must be operative 
from the inside only of the receptacle to pre 
vent surreptitious extraction of the mail. A 
locking means of this character is shown and 
is constructed as follows: Attached, respec 
tively, to the interior of each of the covers 16 
and 17 are loops 19 and 20, disposed to pro 
ject through the slits 14 and 15 when the cov 
ers are closed, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. 
These loops 19 and 20 are designed to receive 
a locking bar or catch 21, which will be thrust 
through the loop 19 or 20 which for the time 
being is downward, according as the recep 
tacle is attached to the right or left hand of 
the door, to lock the lower cover and prevent 
it from being opened, as hereinafter shown. 
By this simple means the receptacle is readily 
reversed to adapt it to the right or left hand of 
the door and the letter-slit which for the time 
being is downward securely locked closed. 
The covers 16 and 17 will be formed to not 

pass beyond the vertical line of their hinges 
when open, so that they will always be self 
closing by gravity to obviate any danger of 
the covers being accidentally left open. 
In the outerface of the receptacle are formed 

means for supporting one or more name-plates, 
consisting of an aperture 22, having a glass 
or other transparent plate 23, behind it and 
with a name-card 24 in the inside of the glass, 
the card and glass held in place by an inclos 
ing frame 25, open at the end next the open 
end of the receptacle, the open end of the 
frame 25 having an extension 26, adapted to 
be bent over the card and glass to prevent 
their removal. - r 

When the receptacle is reversed, the name 
plates will also be reversed, which may be 
readily done by bending the extensions 26 in 
ward, removing the cards, reversing them, 
and returning them to the frames 25 and again 
bending the extensions Over the open ends of 
the frames. " . 

Apertures 27 will be formed in the inner 
walls of the frames 25 opposite the holding 
screws 28, by which the receptacle is secured 
in place, to provide for the insertion of a 
screw-driver to actuate the Screws, first hav 
ing removed the glass guard and naume-cards 

55 

75 

95 

OO 

  



o 

25 

2 

from the frame. By this simple means the 
receptacle may be secured in place wholly 
from the interior and the holding means ren 
dered inaccessible from the outside while the 
device is in use by the glass plates 23 and 
cards 24. 

Generally two of the name-plates will be 
employed, as shown; but one or more may be 
employed, as required. 
By using two of the name-plates and ac 

companying apertures comparatively near the 
ends of the receptacle provision is made for 
distributing the holding - screws 28 over a 
larger area of the receptacle to increase their 
effectiveness, and this is an advantage and 
adds materially to the efficiency of the de 
vice. Another advantage gained by this ar 
rangement is that when the upper aperture 
is used to accommodate an end plate the lower 
aperture may be used as a peep-hole through 
which it may be ascertained whether or not 
the box is empty. I am, of course, aware that 
such peep-holes are common in letter-boxes; 
but I am not aware that a reversible letter 
box has been made with apertures that may 
be used interchangeably as peep-holes and to 
accommodate the name plates or cards. 
The device may be made of any size or ca 

pacity desired and of any desired material 
and ornamented by any fanciful designs. 
The device may be modified in minor par 
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ticulars without departing from the spirit or 
scope of the invention or sacrificing any of 
its advantages. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim is 
1. A letter-receptacle open at one side and 

with openings in the ends, closures for said 
end openings opening outward, a loop at 
tached to each of said closures and extending 
through its respective end opening, and a 
locking-bar adapted to alternately engage said 
loops, substantially as set forth. 

2. A letter-receptacle open at one side and 
with openings for the insertion of letters, one 
or more apertures in the outer wall of said re 
ceptacle, supporting-frames covering said ap 
ertures from inside said receptacles, trans 
parent plates supported by said frames and 
forming closures to said apertures, name 
cards in said frames in the rear of said trans 
parent plate, and extensions on said frame 
adapted to form yieldable closures to said 
frame, substantially as set forth. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

ARTHUR. G. STINSON. 
Witnesses: 

NELS LANG, 
A. S. EATON. 
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