
No. 633,939. Patented Sept. 26, 1899. 
. . J. L. ACKERMAN. 

SAFETY LOCK F9R BREECH LOADING GUNS. 
(Application filed Dec. 30, 1898.) 

(No Model.) 

2 

SS 
481. i 2. Zi Augu I SE) 

/NVENTOR 

1657 pe 77 Z. 42/&ewzai. 
*77ull-s7 G. 

A 77OAMAYS. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

      

    

  



IO 

25 

35 

40 

45 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
i AS PER LEAN DER ACKER MAN OF AION ON, I N ID I AN A. 

SAFETY - Lock FOR BREECH a LOAD NG G UNS. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 633,939, dated September 26, 1899. 
Application filed December 30, 1898, Serial No. 700,750, (No model. 

Be it known that I, JASPER LEANDER ACK 
El Al AN, of Monon, in the county of White and 
State of Indiana, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Lever-Locks for Breech 
Loading Guns, of which the following is a 
specification. 

\ly invention is in the nature of a device for 
locking the break-lever of a breech-loading 
gun, so that it may not be opened or “broken 
down by unauthorized persons, and also for 
locking the safety-slide of a hammerless gun, 
so that the position of said slide may not be 
changed by unauthorized persons. It fe 
quently happens that a breech-loading gun 
is opened and cocked and the hammer snapped 
down by curious meddlers when the gun is 
not loaded, to the great damage of the firing 
pins, or that the safety-slide will be inno 
cently changed by such meddlers without the 
knowledge of the user of the gun, so as to in 
volve either, on the cine hand, a dangerous con 
dition or, on the other hand, to lock the safety 
without the knowledge of the user, so that in 
attempting to use the gun the owner misses 
his shot by finding too late that his gun was 
not in an operative condition. This is espe 
cially liable to occur in trap-shooting. 
My invention is designed to avoid these con 

tingencies, and to that end it consists in the 
locking device hereinafter shown and de 
scribed, with reference to the drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a side view, partly in section, of 
the preferred form of the invention. Fig. 1 
is a similar view of a modification. Fig. 1 
shows the construction of Fig. slightly modi 
fied. Fig. 2 is a similar view of a further 
modification, and Fig. 2 is a cross-section 
through line acac of Fig. 2. 
'In the drawings, A represents the stock of 

the gun. B is the break-lever for opening the 
gun, being, as shown, of the form known as 
the “top-snap action. My invention may, 
however, be applied to other forms of break 
levers: With the lever shown form a lock 
ing-hole l, by drilling or otherwise, in the 
under-side of the lever and arrange a bolt C 
in suitable guides to slide transversely in the 
stock in vertical direction. This bolt is op. 
erated by a transverse barrel D, arranged to 
swivel or rotate in bearings in the side of the 

I stock about an axis at right angles to the 
bolt C and having an arm e that is loosely 
connected to the bolt to throw it up or down, 
according to the direction the barrel is rota 
ted. This barrel preferably has a flat key 
hole slot cl: to receive a key of the 'Yale 
lock type, and when the barrel is rotated 
through its agency the bolt C is thrown up 
into the lever 3, locking it against lateral 
movement, or down and out of engagement 
with it, as the case may be. On the other 
side of the barrel l) from the arm e there is 
rigidly fixed to it another arme', loosely con 
nected to another vertical locking-bolt Cl, that 
is adapted to engage with a hole in the slide 
piece G on the outside. The thumb-piece G 
and slide IF are the usual devices which lock 
the triggers “safe” or allow them to be open 
and operative through the agency of a rod 
and spring f" or other suitable devices which 
it is not necessary to describe. With this 
construction when the barrel D is turned in 
one direction it locks the lever B, so that the 
gun cannot be opened, and when turned in 
the other direction it releases the lever Band 
locks the safety-slide. This safety-slide may 
be locked either in its safe position for the 
triggers or in the open and ready position, as 
may be desired. . 
Instead of locking the lever B and safety 

slide in an alternate manner they may be 
locked in a successive or progressive manner 
by the same movement of the barrel-that is, 
the bolt C may be thrown a part of its move 
ment to lock the safety-slide, and then by a 
further movement in the same direction to 
lock the lever 3. This form of the device is 
shown in lig. 1", in which tille barrel is formed 
With teeth f, engaging teeth it on the bolt C. 
With this form when the bolt C is thrown up 
it ist far enough to pass through the slide F, 
as in dotted lines, it locks the safety devices, 
and when thrown the balance of the distance, 
as ill full lines, it passes into and locks the 
lover as well. . 

Ili Fig. 1" the only difference from Fig. 1 is 
in elongating the arme' and bolta, so that it 
may sill ultaneously lock both the lever B and 
safety-slide F. 

It will be perceived that I have not shows. 
any means for holding and guiding the bolts 
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F, which is attached to the safety thumb- . 
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Calad (, in Figs. J and 1 when said bolts are 
out of their locked positions. It will be un 
derstood, however, that suitable guides will 
be provided in practice. As, however, they 
are within the province of any mechanic to 
apply, and would needlessly encumber the 
views, I have not considered it necessary to show them. 
Instead of having the barrel in the side of 

the stock, I may, as in Figs. 2 and 2, let it 
extend to the butt, as at d', using a long rock 
shaft D' in thc place of a short barrel. This 
rock-shaft is inserted in a hole drilled from 
the butt longitudinally through the stock, and 
has on its end a short crank-arm D', that con 
nects with the bolt C and raises it to lock of 
unlock the lever B. 
With the device as thus described I not only secure the advantages hereinbefore re 

ferred to, but when the gun is taken apart 
and placed in the case by locking the lever B 
the gun cannot be put together by any unau 

w thorized person, and hence could not be used 
25 

by any one not in possession of the key. This 
makes it safe for sportsmen to leave their 
guns at the club-house or shooting grounds 
without fear of the same being used or tam pered with. 
My invention may, if desired, be applied to repeating shotguns. 
Having thus uescribed my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let ter's Patent, is 
1. A lock for the break-lever of breech 

loading guns consisting of a rotary sliaft or 
barrel, and a bolt actuated by the same and ' 
adapted to enter a recess in the break-lever 
substantially as and for the purpose described. 

2. A lock for the break-lever of breech loading guns, consisting of a rotary barrelar 
ranged transversely in the stock and provided 
with a keyhole and a vertical bolt adapted to 
engage with the break - lever and operated 
upon by the rotary barrel, substantially as 
and for the purpose described. -- 

3. In a breech-loading gun, the combination 
with a break mechanism and a safety-slide, 
of a locking device arranged to operate upon 
both of the same substantially as and for the purpose described. 

4. In a breech-loading gun, the combination 
with a break mechanism, and a safety-slide; of a locking device arranged to operate upon 
the same alternately substantially as and for 
the purpose described. 
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55 5. In a breech-loading gun, the combination 
with the break-lever and the safety-slide, of 
a rotary and intermediate barrel having op 
posite arms, and two vertically-arranged bolts 
arranged on opposite sides of the barrel and 
connected to its arms and arranged to lock 
respectively the lever and the slide substan 
tially as shown and described. 

JASPER LEANDER ACKERMAN, 
Witnesses: 

R. M. REAGAN, 
E. SCOTT HUBBELL. 

  


