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=3 (57) Abstract: The present invention enables transfer of a specimen holder between
conveyance lines which have different conveyance directions, without using a new
driving mechanism. This specimen holder conveyance line is provided with: a first
conveyance line for conveying a specimen holder in a first direction; a second con-
veyance line for conveying the specimen holder in a second direction different from
the first direction; and a passage port which is provided between the first conveyance
line and the second conveyance line and through which the specimen holder pass-
es. The specimen holder conveyance line is characterized by being further provided
with an inclined guide that is inclined with respect to the first conveyance line so
as to guide the specimen holder to the passage port, wherein: when the specimen
holder comes into contact with the inclined guide, the inclined guide is pushed out
or warped by the conveyance force of the first conveyance line; and, in accordance
with movement of the specimen holder along the inclined guide, the inclined guide is
returned to the original state so that the specimen holder passes through the passage
port and is transferred to the second conveyance line.
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