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MODULAR SCALABLE SYSTEM FOR 
MANAGING DATA IN A HETEROGENEOUS 

ENVIRONMENT WITH GENERC 
STRUCTURE FOR CONTROL REPOSITORY 

ACCESS TRANSACTIONS 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

The present application is a continuation-in-part of and 
claims priority from the following patent application: U.S. 
Ser. No. 08/982,724 filed Dec. 2,1997 by Gary A. Van 
Huben and Joseph L. Mueller entitled “Modular-Scalable 
Data Management System”, issued Oct. 12, 1999, U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,966,707. 

This co-pending application and the present application 
are owned by one and the Same assignee, International 
Business Machines Corporation of Armonk, N.Y. 
The description Set forth in this co-pending application is 

hereby incorporated into the present application by this 
reference. 

Trademarks: S/390 and IBM are registered trademarks of 
International Business Machines Corporation, Armonk, 
N.Y., U.S.A. Other names may be registered trademarks or 
product names of International BusineSS Machines Corpo 
ration or other companies. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention is related to data management Systems and 
managing data objects in a client/server environment where 
elements of the System may exist on a homogenous com 
puter platform or the elements may be dispersed among a 
plurality of platforms in a distributed computing environ 
ment. Our data management System is particularly useful for 
use in Specialized busineSS Solutions which employ our 
processes and methods, Such as for hardware design, Soft 
ware development, inventory tracking, manufacturing, 
project management, and any related field which necessi 
tates the sharing and tracking of multiple iterations of data 
objects in a quality controlled environment. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

In the article entitled “Beyond EDA (electronic design 
automation)”, published in Electronic Business Vol.19, No.6 
Jun. 1993, P42-46, 48, it was noted that while billions of 
dollars have been spent over the past (then and still last) five 
years for electronic design automation Systems (EDA) and 
Software to help companies cut their design cycle, a huge 
gulf remains between design and manufacturing. To elimi 
nate the gulf and thus truly comply with the commandments, 
companies are extending the concept of concurrent engi 
neering to enterprise wide computing. The concept, which 
calls for integrating all the disciplines from design to manu 
facturing is becoming the business model of the 1990s. 
Achieving an enterprise wide vision requires tying together 
existing Systems and programs and managing the data that 
flows among them. Software that makes that linkage poS 
Sible is largely in the class known by two names: product 
data management (PDM) or product information manage 
ment (PIM). Mr. Robinson, the author, described the expe 
riences of several companies with PIM and PDM, in par 
ticular Sherpa and Cadence. 

The design of complex parts, Such as integrated circuits, 
computers, or other complex machines in a complete manu 
facturing operation like IBM's requires computer capability, 
with computers capable of processing multiple tasks, and 
allowing concurrent data access by multiple users. The IBM 
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2 
System 390 operating system known as Multiple Virtual 
Storage (MVS) allows such things as relational database 
management methods, Such as the TIME System described 
by U.S. Pat. 5,333,316, to be used to reduce design time. The 
TIME system is used within IBM for the purposes described 
in the patent during circuit design. However, these prior 
efforts treated design as directed to an entity and did not 
achieve the efficiencies provided by the system detailed in 
our description of our invention, which also can run under 
MVS, but also under other operating systems. Our detailed 
description of our invention will illustrate that we have 
furthered the objects of the invention of 5,333,316 by 
increasing the flexibility of a number of circuit designers 
who may concurrently work on designing the same inte 
grated circuit chip and reducing the interference between 
chip designers. With the prior System, a user (a person, 
processor or program capable of using data in a relational 
database) was given a private copy of the master table. 
Alteration of a row in the user table was not automatically 
updated in the master table, because a lock mechanism 
prevented the row update, but that was a great improvement 
at the time, because no longer did multiple users have to wait 
for copying of a table each time data from a user needed to 
be updated. This row locking and treatment of data has 
become widespread in the relational database field, and it 
has been enabled for use with multiple instances of a 
platform even on Unix machines today. We should note that 
also in the MVS art, there have been proposed various 
library systems, e.g. those represented by U.S. Pat. Nos. 
5,333,312 and 5,333,315 and others which relate to IBM's 
Image Object Distribution Manager in the ImagePlus prod 
uct line of IBM, and IBM's Office Vision are examples of 
Systems enabling control of a Source document while allow 
ing acceSS by multiple users. Implementation of these pat 
ented ideas enable Synchronous and asynchronous copying 
of a document into a folder in a target library. These methods 
provide for check out of a document and its placement in a 
target library while locking the document in the Source 
library to prevent changes while the checked out document 
is out. But these StepS are only Some of the many things that 
are needed to bring a product to a release State. Bringing a 
product to a release State is an object of the current devel 
opments relating to design control in a manufacturing Set 
ting. 

Concurrent engineering is required among many engi 
neers working in parallel and at different locations world 
wide. Furthermore, as noted by Oliver Tegel in “Integrating 
human knowledge into the product development process” as 
published in the Proceedings of the ASME 

Database Symposium, Engineering Data Management: 
Integrating the Engineering Enterprise ASME Database 
Symposium 1994. ASCE, New York, N.Y., USA. p. 93-100, 
Specialists who are not working directly together are often 
needed for Solving the demanding tasks that arise during the 
development of today's advanced products. During product 
development, assistance is required from other departments 
Such as manufacturing, operations Scheduling, etc. Even the 
vendors and customers should be integrated into the product 
development process to guarantee the product developed 
will be accepted in the market. 

There is a need for integrators/coordinatorS/model build 
erS and designers to work together to create a next release. 
Information from different people in different forms must be 
collected aiming at a final good design. A problem occurring 
during product development is how to know which people to 
contact for what kind of information, but that is only one. 
During all of the process, concurrent engineering, particu 
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larly for the needs of complex very large Scaled integrated 
System design, needs to keep everything in order and on 
track, while allowing people to work on many different 
aspects of the project at the Same time with differing 
authorizations of control from anywhere at anytime. For the 
purpose of the following discussion, we need to Say that we 
call our System a “Computer Integrated Design Control 
System and Method” because it encompasses the ability to 
integrate CIM, EDA, PDM and PIM and because it has the 
modularity making it possible to fulfill these needs in a 
concurrent engineering environment particularly useful to 
the design of complex very large Scaled integrated Systems 
as employed in a computer System itself. The making of 
these Systems is a worldwide task requiring the work of 
many engineers, whether they be employed by the manu 
facturer or by a Vendor, working in parallel on many 
complete parts or circuits which are Sub-parts of these parts. 
So, as part of our development, we reviewed the situation 
and found that no one that we have found is able to approach 
the creation of “Computer Integrated Design Control Sys 
tem” like ours or employ the methods needed for our 
environment. Our methods are modular and fulfill specific 
functions, and yet make it possible to 35 integrate them 
within a complete “Computer Integrated Design Control 
System.” 
A patent literature review, especially one done with ret 

rospective hindsight after understanding our own System and 
method of using our “Computer Integrated Design Control 
System” will show, among certainly others, aspects of DMS 
Systems which Somewhat approach Some aspect of our own 
design, but are lacking in important respects. For instance, 
after review of our detailed description, one will come to 
appreciate that in modern data processing Systems, the need 
often arises (as we provide) to aggregate disparate data 
objects into a cohesive collection. These data objects may 
reside at various levels of completion, Spanning multiple 
versions and/or repositories in a hierarchical, multi-tiered 
data management System. Additionally, these data aggrega 
tions may need to be hierarchical themselves, in order to 
enable the creation of large groupings of data with varying 
levels of granularity for the data included therein. In Such a 
data management System, the end-users of the data aggre 
gates are not necessarily the "owners' of all or any of the 
data objects comprising the data aggregate, but they have a 
need to manage the particular collection. Management of a 
data aggregation may include creating the aggregation, 
adding or deleting data objects, moving the aggregation 
through a hierarchical, multi-tiered data management System 
and tracking the Status of the data aggregation in real-time 
while maintaining the coherence of the data aggregation. 
Creation of a data aggregation or the addition of a data 
object to an existing data aggregate may need to be accom 
plished within the data management System or Via data 
objects imported into the data management System through 
application program interfaces for the data management 
System. 

With Such a focus, when one reviews the art, one will 
certainly find, currently, data management Systems which 
provide means for grouping components of a data System to 
facilitate the retrieval thereof. However, these data manage 
ment Systems are insufficient and lacking because they fail 
to address the above-referenced need for grouping disparate 
data items, just to mention one aspect of our own develop 
mentS. 

Another example, U.S. Pat. No. 5,201,047 to Maki et al. 
(issued Apr. 6, 1993) teaches an attribute based classification 
and retrieval System wherein it is unnecessary to implement 
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4 
an artificial code for indexing classifications. The patent 
teaches a method for defining unique, user-determined 
attributes for Storing data which are capable of being readily 
augmented without necessitating the modification of the 
underlying query used for retrieval thereof. However, the 
Maki et al. patent requires that the data items being grouped 
share at least one common attribute to enable the grouping 
and, therefore, fails to address the problems of managing 
data aggregates formed from disparate and unrelated data 
objects. 

Other data management Systems address the creation of 
data aggregates coupled to particular processes implemented 
in the data system. For example, U.S. Pat. No. 5,321,605 to 
Chapman et al. (issued Jun. 14, 1994) teaches the creation of 
a Bill of Resources table which represents the resources 
consumed in the performance of a given process. Attribute 
tables for the given resources are utilized to determine 
whether additional processes which will consume Some or 
all of the resources of a given proceSS can be initiated. The 
patent to Chapman et al., requires that each process to be 
initiated have a particular Bill of Resources aggregate asso 
ciated there with. This tightly coupled construct does not 
permit the creation of data aggregates not related to a 
particular proceSS implemented in the data management 
System. Furthermore, Since a process must be contemplated 
in order to create a Bill of ReSources table, Chapman et al. 
do not permit the creation of aggregates without foreknowl 
edge of the process that requires the resource. Thus, in a 
manner Similar to that described for Maki et al., Chapman et 
al. require that a relationship between the elements exist 
prior to the formation of the Bill of ReSources grouping. 
Also, unrelated DMS systems are known which are used for 
hardware implementations which enable related data in a 
computer memory, Storage, or I/O Subsystem to be physi 
cally grouped in proximity to other Such data So as to 
improve hardware performance, application performance, 
and/or to Solve memory management issues that 35 are 
known. For example, U.S. Pat. No. 5,418,949 to Suzuki 
(issued May 23, 1995) teaches a file Storage management 
System for a database which achieves a high level of 
clustering on a given page and teaches loading related data 
from a Secondary Storage unit at high Speed. The patent uses 
map files including a metamap file for defining page to page 
relations of data. These hardware implementations are not 
related to the present invention as they involve the manage 
ment of the physical contents of a data object rather than the 
management of aggregations of data objects as we perform 
the methods of our present invention. It is contemplated, 
however, that Such known hardware techniques may be 
implemented in a System comprising the aggregation man 
agement features disclosed herein, thereby further augment 
ing the overall System efficiency. 

During our development process, we have viewed the 
development of others. Even the best of the EDA (electronic 
design automation) design houses don’t have an integrated 
approach like we have developed. 

For the purposes of this background, we will discuss Some 
of the various approaches already used specifically viewing 
them in light of our own Separate developments which we 
will further elaborate in our detailed description of our 
invention which follows later in this specification. 

In the field of EDA, there are today Several leading edge 
providers of Data Management technology. Among them are 
Cadence Design Systems, Inc., ViewLogic Inc., and Syn 
chronicity Inc. Of course there are others, but these are the 
companies that have the capability to provide complete data 
management Solutions that encompass all facets of the 
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busineSS process including design, manufacturing, quality 
control, defect tracking, project management and the like. 
However, review of their most recent technology still affords 
the opportunity to make improvements in the area of 
Scalability, modularity, and adaptation of disparate environ 
ments into a SeamleSS Data Management enterprise. 

Historically, many attempts have been made to manage 
and share data acroSS groups of users or teams. This has 
typically resulted in Systems that assume a particular use 
model and expect the users to mold their process or meth 
odology around it. Furthermore, these Systems tend to either 
be a closed architecture which is difficult to enhance or 
customize. In addition these Systems can be large and 
complex and lacking the ability to Scale from a Small team 
of “low-end' users to a large group of Sophisticated "high 
end users. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Our invention provides a data management System uSable 
in a distributed environment worldwide to enable the simul 
taneous access, modification, and sharing of data objects 
either by people or processes operating in a concurrent 
manner. The System we employ uses a data management 
control program tangibly embodying a program of instruc 
tions executable by a Supporting machine environment for 
performing method Steps by a data management System 
having a library organization which receives a request of a 
user initiated from Said displayed client Screen and fulfills 
the request by providing a result via our data management 
System. This data management System has a plurality of data 
managers and is provided with a plurality of data managers 
in one or more layers of a layered architecture. The System 
performs with a data manager and with a user input via an 
API a plurality of processes on data residing in heteroge 
neous data repositories of Said computer System including 
promotion, check-in, check-Out, locking, library Searching, 
Setting and Viewing process results, tracking aggregations, 
and managing parts, releases and problem fix data under 
management control of a virtual control repository having 
one or more physical heterogeneous repositories. The SyS 
tem provides for Storing, accessing, tracking data residing in 
Said one or more data repositories managed by the Virtual 
control repository. 

Our invention provides user interfaces for a combination 
of command line, Scripts, GUI, Menu, Web Browser and 
other interactive means which maps of the user's view to a 
PFVL paradigm. 
We have created a new data management architecture 

which is capable of being adapted to any proceSS and 
methodology. It presumes no use model So multiple teams 
can share data without the need to follow the same use 
model. Our invention is also highly modular and Scalable 
which permits different features to be installed or configured 
and allows the same System to function as either a low-end 
or high-end DMS. 

These and other improvements are set forth in the fol 
lowing detailed description. For a better understanding of 
the invention with advantages and features, refer to the 
description and to the drawings. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 shows an overview of the preferred embodiment 
through the use of an architectural block diagram. 

FIG. 2A shows a symbolic representation of the PFVL 
Paradigm for both a single Package and a grouping of 
hierarchical Packages. 

FIG. 2B shows how the PFVL Paradigm can be adapted 
to multiple real life applications. 

15 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

6 
FIGS. 3A and 3B depict a complex Data Repository 

illustrating various means in which data can physically 
reside in the Data Management System. 

FIG. 4 shows a detailed diagram of the DMS Application 
Layer introduced in FIG. 1. 

FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate an alternative method to 
implementing DMS Applications using State Tables. 

FIG. 6 depicts the operation of the Command Translators 
introduced in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 7 describes the detailed architecture of the Client/ 
Server Interface layer. 

FIG. 8A depicts a simple DMS application and the 
asSociated Control Repository AcceSS function. 
FIG.8B illustrates examples of virtual Control Repository 

tables. 
FIG. 9A depicts a physical implementation of a virtual 

Control Repository in a heterogeneous environment. 
FIG.9B describes the detailed operation of the Command 

Translators. 

(Note: For convenience of illustration, FIGURES may be 
Separated in parts and as a convention we place the top of the 
FIGURE as the first sheet, with Subsequent sheets proceed 
ing down and across when viewing the FIGURE, in the 
event that multiple sheets are used.) 
Our detailed description explains the preferred embodi 

ments of our invention, together with advantages and 
features, by way of example with reference to the afore 
mentioned drawings. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Modular, Scaleable DMS Architecture Overview 
The present invention employs a novel, layered architec 

ture which permits the DMS to be constructed and main 
tained in a modular fashion. Additionally, this approach also 
allows the DMS to be easily scaled from a low-end client 
only System to a large, high-end globally distributed enter 
prise wide data management System. In accordance with our 
preferred embodiment a Data Management System has a 
plurality of data managers and is provided with a plurality of 
data managers in one or more layers of a layered architec 
ture. The System performs with a data manager and with a 
user input via an API a plurality of processes on data 
residing in heterogeneous data repositories of Said computer 
System including promotion, check-in, check-out, locking, 
library Searching, Setting and viewing proceSS results, track 
ing aggregations, and managing parts, releases and problem 
fiX data under management control of a virtual control 
repository having one or more physical heterogeneous 
repositories. The System provides for Storing, accessing, 
tracking data residing in Said one or more data repositories 
managed by the Virtual control repository. User Interfaces 
provide a combination of command line, Scripts, GUI, 
Menu, Web Browser and other interactive means which 
maps the user's view to a PFVL paradigm. Configurable 
Managers include a query control repository for existence of 
peer managers and provide logic Switches to dynamically 
interact with peers. A control repository access layer pro 
vides a common process interface acroSS all managers, 
which utilizes a virtual table paradigm to Standardize com 
munication with the control repository. Command transla 
torS map the Standardized control repository accesses into 
the appropriate format for interfacing with the underlying 
physical embodiment of the control repository. For example, 
control repository accesses can be mapped into SQL queries 
for a relational database, a set of FILE I/O's with appropriate 
inter I/O processing for table formatted files, Meta data API 
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calls with appropriate inter I/O processing for Meta Data 
repositories, or any other manner by which data may be 
physically stored and tracked. DMS functions and utilities 
include an API, and a complete Set of functions based on a 
PFVL paradigm. PFVL paradigm calls are mapped into Data 
Manager(s)/Control Repository calls. The client/server 
interface is a common interface to a enterprise Client/server 
network, and may be reduced in Size for acting for a 
co-resident client/server. The data repository is an aggrega 
tion of disparate data Storage engines. A package manager 
tailors the control repository and provides methodology 
customization with package, variance, filetype, level granu 
larity. 

Generally, by reviewing this invention, as well as the prior 
application it will be appreciated that we provide as 
described herein a modular, Scalable Data Management 
System which uses a Single paradigm to manage Similar or 
disparate data objects in a local or distributed client/server 
environment. The modular implementation method dis 
closed herein affords the opportunity to install, implement or 
configure new elements to the System as the demand 
changes. Furthermore, the Scalable nature of our System and 
methods permits the same DMS to grow from a simple, 
low-end client-only environment to a high-end-fully Secure 
client-Server implementation. The improvements which we 
have made demonstrate how a single data management 
architecture can be used to adapt to virtually any method 
ology or process. Our processes thus provide a framework 
for accommodating a plurality of physical Storage reposito 
ries in addition to a centralized Control Repository which 
can be implemented using various means. 

Generally, we proceed by employing a layered architec 
ture centered around a plurality of Managers conforming to 
a common data classification method known as the PFVL 
paradigm. This flexible paradigm allows data related to 
hardware design, Software development, inventory control, 
manufacturing or any other field requiring shared data 
management to be tracked using the same Data Management 
System. All objects are tracked with a centralized Control 
Repository and Stored in a shared Data Repository. 
We use our Managers and architectural layerS as a frame 

work for a plurality of applications, functions and transac 
tions implemented in a modular fashion. Smaller transac 
tions and functions can be combined to form larger more 
complex functions or data management applications. This 
layered implementation promotes the concept of functions 
and transactions which can be instantiated in a plurality of 
applications. The layerS also permit applications to be writ 
ten without explicit knowledge of the physical implemen 
tation of the Data Management System. 

Adaptation of the DMS to a user environment is accom 
plished through a Single architectural layer. This allows the 
architectural core, including all the transactions and func 
tions encompassed therein to remain methodology and envi 
ronmentally independent. 

Our DMS allows applications to remain methodology 
independent through the use of a Standardized application 
program interface. User interfaces can be constructed to 
customize the same DMS application several different ways 
to conform to user methodologies. Conversely, our invention 
teaches an alternative method for implementing applications 
using easily customizable State tables. 

Our Client/Server Interface allows the elements of the 
DMS to interact locally in a client-only environment or via 
a client/server connection. The client/server implementation 
can be achieved in a Local Area Network, Wide Area 
Network or a globally distributed environment such as the 
internet. 

Scalability of the DMS is achieved through the use of 
configurable Managers which can be Switched on or off 
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depending on the needs of the users. Since all the Managers 
conform to the PFVL Paradigm and follow a standardized 
application program interface, new Managers can be added 
to the System without the need to reconstruct or alter the 
existing DMS. 
The physical implementation of the DMS is described in 

two sections which deal with the Data and Control Reposi 
tories Separately. The Data Repository may be implemented 
using-a plurality of means ranging from Simple file Systems 
to commercially available Product Data Management 
(PDM) systems such as RCS, Sherpa, MetaPhase, etc. The 
data can be physically located in a single Storage medium 
Such as a hard disk, local file System, or Server, or distributed 
throughout a plethora of Storage media Scattered geographi 
cally. The centralized Control Repository can be imple 
mented using Several approaches, including but not limited 
to, relational or object oriented databases, flat files, meta 
data files or table formatted files. This disclosure describes 
the use of Command Translators which map generic Control 
Repository transactions to the appropriate access method 
corresponding to the physical implementation. This 
approach permits the information in the Control Repository 
to be migrated between different physical implementations. 
It even allows multiple physical implementations to act as a 
Single logical Control Repository. 
We will describe in the following detailed description our 

new processes and methods with respect to the overall 
architecture with advantages and features next with refer 
ence to the drawings. 

Overall Architecture 

FIG. 1 depicts the overall architecture of the preferred 
embodiment. The entire DMS architecture is based on the 
PFVL paradigm, illustrated in FIG. 2, which allows the 
DMS to be environment and methodology independent. All 
interfaces into the DMS use a standard PFVL based API 
which provides the flexibility to use a common DMS across 
Several Similar or disparate user groups. For example, this 
System could be used to manage the data for both the 
electrical and mechanical components in an automobile 
company. 

In order to understand many of the underlying architec 
tural concepts conveyed in this disclosure, we turn our 
attention to the PFVL diagram depicted in FIG. 2. FIG. 2A 
illustrates the PFVL paradigm through the use of a multi 
dimensional Symbol Such as a cube. The present invention 
teaches the notion that all objects resides in a Data Man 
agement System can be classified according to five basic 
attributes: 

Package An arbitrary grouping of data objects that has some 
relationship or common bond with each other. Each 
package contains one or more variances. 
One or more objects within a package that, when 
combined with the remaining objects in the same 
Variance or from one or more dependent Variances, 
comprise a coherent and meaningful collection of 
objects 
A collection of objects, within a Variance, that have 
achieved some arbitrary degree of quality. 
A collection of objects sharing the same data type or 
format. 
An iteration of a data object. 

Variance 

Level 

Filetype 

Version 

As an example, FIG. 2A depicts Package “A” (20) com 
prised of two Variances. Within each Variance are one or 
more data objects (21) of a given Filetype, residing at one or 
more Levels, with one or more Versions of the object. In the 
Simplest case, a single Version of a Single Filetype exists at 
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a single Level within a Single Variance of a single Package. 
Our invention achieves tremendous flexibility by allowing 
any of these attributes to be expanded in ways. By varying 
the dimensions of the cube, and the number of cubes in the 
Package, one can create a DMS capable of managing data in 
almost any environment. 
The present invention also permits Packages to be 

arranged hierarchically. This is illustrated at the bottom of 
FIG. 2A where Package “A” (20) is embedded within a 
higher level Package (22). The higher level Package may 
also contain its own data objects (21) as shown in the figure. 
This is possible because each Package in the hierarchy has 
its own set of PFVL attributes. For example, a printed circuit 
board could be considered a high level Package comprised 
of various ASICS, resistors, capacitors and connectors. The 
ASICs on the board could be considered Packages 
themselves, where each ASIC Package is comprised of the 
underlying circuit designs. 

FIG. 2B contemplates two examples of how the:PFVL 
Paradigm can be implemented in actual applications. The 
first table (23) demonstrates a typical electrical engineering 
design environment comprised of design objects dispersed 
in the DMS. The primary design object is an MPEG design 
consisting of multiple versions of a Schematic residing in the 
“disgn lib' design library. This library also contains a 
VHDL object for the MPEG design. It can also be seen that 
the disgn lib library contains two Levels, Test and Prod. 
Versions of the MPEG schematic simultaneously exist at 
both Levels. Most of the objects are classified under the 
Universal Serial Bus (USB) Variance, except for a PCI 
Variant of the MPEG schematic. Our invention allows 
Variances to be completely independent or dependent upon 
other Variances. In this example, if the PCI Variance is based 
on the USB Variance, then all objects in the USB Variance 
can be picked up and used in the PCI Variance, unless they 
need to be modified. DMS Table 23 also illustrates an 
additional object, the Bus Controller, which also resides in 
the PCI Variance of the disgn lib library. Finally, the dia 
gram illustrates an MPEG Layout which resides in a sepa 
rate Package known as the Circuits library. 
The second DMS Table (24) in FIG. 2B shows how the 

Same PFVL paradigm can be used to track objects and 
Sub-assemblies in an automotive environment. In this case, 
Packages are used to denote the Cooling and Engine Sub 
assemblies as well as the Electro-Mechanical main assem 
bly. Within each sub-assembly are one or more components 
described in the form of schematics, layouts and VHDL, and 
residing at quality levels QA1, and QA2. Also, Some com 
ponents exist under distinct Variances in order to accom 
modate two different automobile models. 

Returning to the Overall architectural diagram identified 
as FIG. 1, the top layer is the User Interface Layer (10). This 
layer makes possible Such Scenarios as sharing electrical and 
mechanical design information by acting as an environmen 
tal adapter. An example of Such an adaptation is present in 
a large electronic design organization where Several design 
groups need to share data among Several libraries. A com 
mon DMS application in this scenario would be a Check-In 
operation which allows data to enter the DMS from a user's 
private work space. Since the DMS accommodates several 
design groupS using numerous libraries, the DMS Check-In 
application’s API requires one of the invocation parameters 
to be the Package. If the methodology requires all the 
designers on a team to check their data into a single library, 
the User Interface Layer may employ a local "wrapper” or 
user utility which only requires the user to enter the name 
and type of design object being checked in. This wrapper 
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then passes this information to the DMS Check-In applica 
tion. It also Supplies the Sole library name as the Package as 
well as a hard-coded Level and Variance. 

To further demonstrate the advantage of the User Inter 
face Layer, consider a Second design group which also uses 
the same DMS to manage their data. Unlike the first design 
team, this one designs Sub-assemblies in which each Sub 
assembly is treated as a Package. Since this team requires 
access to multiple packages, their Check-In function may 
consist of a “wrapper” in the User Interface Layer which 
invokes a menu that permits the user to specify a Sub 
Assembly name. The wrapper then calls the same DMS 
Check-In application used by the aforementioned design 
group. However, this wrapper passes the Sub-ASSembly 
name as the Package rather than hard-coding it like the first 
wrapper. 

One skilled in the art could easily envision how the User 
Interface Layer can employ Several methods Such as, but not 
restricted to, wrappers, shell Scripts, batch files, command 
line interfaces, graphical user interfaces, web browsers, 
menus, or voice activated Systems, which would be custom 
ized to the user's environment or methodology. The advan 
tage to this approach is it allows different methodologies or 
processes to utilize the same underlying Data Management 
System. In addition, if an existing methodology changes, the 
underlying DMS functions remain intact. Only the functions 
in the User Interface Layer need to be modified to accom 
modate the new methodology. 

Returning to FIG. 1, our preferred embodiment contem 
plates the use of Several layers which comprise the core 
architecture of the DMS. Spanning three of the layers are the 
DMS Managers (11). These are comprised of a plurality of 
functions, some of which belong to the DMS Application, 
Client/Server and Control Repository Access layers. By 
grouping these functions into isolated Managers with Stan 
dardized interfaces, a great deal of modularity is achieved. 
Furthermore, these functions can be combined to form 
larger, more complex, applications. Consider the following 
portion of an example promotion application which illus 
trates one way to deploy a modular DMS: 

if (Lock Manager Installed) { 
query Control Repository for any locks that exist on the 

file 
if (locks exist) fail the promote 

if (Authority Manager Installed) { 
query Cntl RepoS to see if user has authority to do the 

promote 
if (user not authorized) fail the promote. 

if (Process Manager Installed) { 
query Cntl RepoS to see if any Library Processes need 

tO run 

if (library processes exist) invoke them and wait for 
completion 

} 
Check Promotion Criteria 
Tell Control Repository to update level of the file Perform 

update to Data Repos (move file, update link, etc.) 
Within each code branch one or more Manager functions 

are invoked to perform the necessary DMS operations. By 
combining these functions together in an algorithmic way, 
one can achieve highly complex DMS applications. 
Furthermore, one can See how modularity can be achieved 
using the if Statements to test the Control Repository for 
existence of a particular Manager. This permits Managers to 
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be installed or configured in a "plug-n-play manner simply 
by Setting Switches in the Control Repository. 

One could also envision an alternate embodiment where 
all the functions within each manager are compiled into 
independent objects. A DMS vendor or supplier could then 
construct customized DM Systems based on the customer's 
needs, Simply by linking together the required modules. For 
example, customer “A” may only require basic data man 
agement services so the DMS provider would only link the 
object code from the Library, Package and Lock Managers 
into a “lite” version of the DMS. Customer “B”, on the other 
hand, may require use of applications involving aggrega 
tions (configurations) and Library Processing. This custom 
er's DMS would link the object code from the Library, 
Package, Lock, Aggregation and Process Managers. Regard 
less of the implementation method, one skilled in the art can 
clearly envision the advantages afforded by Such a System 
Since enhancements or changes to functions in one Manager 
don’t require the entire DMS to be recompiled, or redistrib 
uted. 

FIG. 1 also depicts the DMS Applications layer (12) 
which contains all the Standard utilities that a user needs in 
order to interact with the DMS. This includes things like 
Check-In, Check-Out, Promotion, Locking, Library 
Searching, creating and tracking an aggregation or 
configuration, and Setting or viewing process results. These 
utilities are described further is this disclosure as either 
functions residing within a particular Manager, or applica 
tions which consist of one or more functions, confined to a 
Single Manager or involving a plurality of Managers. All 
functions and applications within this layer follow a 
consistent, Standardized Application Program Interface 
which allows them to remain isolated from any user envi 
ronment or methodology. This feature of the invention 
allows a single DMS to be deployed through several user 
groups performing Similar or disparate work, yet having the 
need to share data between them. 

In the preferred embodiment, all functions and applica 
tions communicate with the Control and Data Repositories 
through the Client/Server Interface (13) layer. This is an 
expandable or contractible layer designed to allow either 
communication between the various layers in a client-only 
environment or between clients and one or more Servers 
existing anywhere in a global enterprise. The same Set of 
Manager functions, DMS applications and Control Reposi 
tory Access routines are utilized regardless of the client/ 
Server topology. 

All communication into the Client/Server interface layer 
are directed to either the Control Repository AcceSS Layer 
(14) or the Data Repository (15). The Control Repository 
Access Layer consists of one or more “transactions” which 
perform simple or complex operations against the Control 
Repository (CR) itself. These can typically be categorized as 
adding information to the CR, modifying existing informa 
tion in the CR, deleting information from the CR, or 
extracting (and potentially filtering) information out of the 
CR. Regardless of the type of operation, all transactions in 
this layer are written as if the Control Repository is a Single 
Virtual repository consisting of tables organized around the 
PFVL paradigm. This approach allows different physical 
implementations of the Control Repository. It even permits 
a plurality of physically different implementations to appear 
as a Single virtual Control Repository. 
Our invention further contemplates a virtual Data Reposi 

tory (15) comprised of one or more physical repositories. 
The underlying repositories can be a simple file management 
system such as the Distributed File System (DFS) or a 
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Simple directory Structure organized on a hard or floppy 
disk. Correspondingly, the data repository could be con 
Structed using proprietary or commercially available Storage 
engines or PDM products such as RCS, Sherpa, MetaPhase, 
SCCS, CMVC, and ClearCase. Furthermore, the present 
invention permits Automated Library Machines to be 
employed as Data Repositories. As shown in FIG. 1, all 
communication with the Data Repository is performed 
through the Client/Server Interface layer, which permits the 
Data Repository to be locally accessible to the client, or 
distributed anywhere in the global enterprise on a remotely 
accessible Server. 

FIG. 3 depicts a complex Data Repository comprised of 
Data Repository “A” (30) which is a simple unix directory 
where the files in the DMS may reside. One skilled in the art 
can See how a similar structure can be employed on other file 
systems such as DOS, Windows NT, Linux, etc. Additional 
data may be stored in Data Repository “B” (31) which is a 
commercially available PDM such as RCS or Sherpa. 
Although these Storage engines automatically handle revi 
Sion control whenever a user checkS data into or out of the 
System, the preferred embodiment maintains it's own unique 
file identifier in the form of a File Reference number within 
the Control Repository. The main reason for this is that it 
allows all data in the DMS to be tracked in a similar fashion 
regardless of the physical Storage method employed. 
Furthermore, if the data ever needs to be transplanted from 
one Storage engine to a completely different one, the opera 
tion can be accomplished by checking the data out of the old 
Storage engine, checking it into the new one, and updating 
the associated Control Repository table which maps the File 
Reference number into a revision number. Since all infor 
mation associated with the object is tracked by PFVL and 
File Reference number, the information is kept completely 
in tact even if the old and new Storage engines use com 
pletely different revision control methods. One can also 
envision a simpler alternate embodiment wherein the revi 
Sion number of the commercial Storage engine plays the role 
of the File Reference number. 

Returning to FIG. 3, Data Repository “C” (32) could be 
a physical location on a Server accessible via a Universal 
Resource Locator (URL) on the World Wide Web (WWW). 
Although all data in this System is Stored using a variety of 
means, the PFVL Paradigm Serves as the common Storage 
model Such that any client (33) can interact with the data. 
Furthermore, data is directed to the appropriate Data Reposi 
tory through the use of the Data Repository Table (34). It 
clearly illustrates how the PFVL attributes can be used in 
any combination to Segregate the data into one or more 
physical repositories. For example, all VHDL in the MPEG 
design library will be stored in Repository “B” which 
represents one of the commercial revision control engines 
such as RCS or Sherpa. Wiring Layouts for the Rel 1 Level 
of the Base Variant of the MPEG design library are stored in 
a DFS directory represented by Repository “A”, and cus 
tomer documentation for the MPEG design is stored in a 
publicly accessible URL on the World Wide Web (WWW) 
represented by Repository “C.” 
One skilled in the art will also note that the use of 

wildcards in conjunction with the PFVL attributes permits a 
great deal of granularity in Storage partitioning. The example 
shows a wildcard (*) in the Filename field, but this could 
also be filled in with a specific file or a family of files 
matching a certain pattern. Additional fields could also be 
added to the table Such as a Version field to allow data lid to 
be physically Segregated by revision number, File Reference 
numbers, or any pattern of Said version control mechanisms. 



US 6,654,747 B1 
13 

This approach offers the advantage of being able to not only 
use different Storage methods for different types of data, but 
also Solves problems associated with large, incompressible, 
files filling up physical Storage media. This problem is 
prevalent in many commercial available data management 
Systems which require either entire libraries or entire 
releases of data to be physically Stored using the same means 
under a common directory Structure. 

Returning to FIG. 1, the bottom of the diagram shows the 
Control Repository (17) which can be implemented using a 
multitude of methods, including, but not limited to, Table 
Formatted Files, Relational or Object Oriented Databases, or 
Meta-Data files in any format. Our invention also permits 
one or more of the above implementations to be used 
Simultaneously to comprise a single virtual Control Reposi 
tory. Regardless of the physical implementation of the 
Control Repository, all information is organized under the 
PFVL paradigm such that any entry in the repository directly 
or indirectly maps to one or more PFVLS. This permits users 
to acceSS information about any object residing in any 
Package or library, at any Level or Variance regardless of 
whether that piece of information exists in a relational 
database, a simple ASCII file or a binary encoded MetaData 
file. Information can be freely reorganized or transplanted 
between different Control Repository implementations with 
out the need to modify any DMS Applications, Manager 
functions or Control Repository Access transactions. Tables 
Support underlying Manager functions and DMS Applica 
tions. 
A key player in enabling the aforementioned feature are 

the Conunand Translators (16) which interface between the 
Control Repository AcceSS Layer and the Control Reposi 
tory (17). Each physical implementation of the Control 
Repository would employ a unique Command Translator to 
map the generic Control Repository Access transactions into 
the appropriate command to Satisfy the physical repository. 
Our invention contemplates the use of any Syntax structure 
for the Control Repository Access (CRA) transactions. The 
Syntax can be chosen to accommodate the physical embodi 
ment of the DMS. The only requirement is that the syntax 
adheres to the PFVL paradigm. For example, in an homog 
enous environment where the entire Control Repository is 
implemented as a relational database, the CR Access trans 
action Syntax might be structured in a manner Similar to SQL 
commands. Thus, only a minor translation may be required 
prior to interfacing with the relational database. On the other 
hand, a heterogeneous environment with Several physical 
implementations of the Control Repository may employ a 
much more generic CRA Syntax based on a flexible pro 
gramming Structure more adept to multiple translations. 

In a similar manner to the Data Repository, this approach 
also enables a great deal of flexibility in upgrading the 
Control Repositories or permitting data from disparate 
Sources to appear as one logical repository. For example, a 
SQL database may be employed as the primary Control 
Repository which includes all information necessary to track 
each object in the DMS by File Reference, PFVL, physical 
location, etc. This repository may also contain a Part Num 
ber table for all the manufactured pieces of a product. Off to 
the Side might exist a Lotus Notes database containing 
Service call or defect repair information organized by Part 
Number for the same product. Our invention would allow 
Control Repository Access transactions to be written, using 
an identical generic Syntax, to extract design information 
about the part from the SQL database and repair actions 
from the Lotus Note database. 

This permits Someone with no knowledge of the under 
lying Control Repository structure to write a DMS Appli 
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cation to invoke Said functions and create a customized 
report containing information from both databases. The 
Command Translators would be responsible for mapping the 
generic transactions for the design information into a true 
SQL query, and the repair action transaction into a Notes 
extraction. 

DMS Application Layer 
Our invention contemplates an architectural layer dedi 

cated to the various DMS Functions and Utilities that a user 
invokes to manipulate the Data Management System. Com 
mon functions found in this layer include, but arent limited 
to, Check-In, Check-Out, Promote, Setting Locks, Checking 
Authorities, etc. Furthermore, these functions share a con 
Sistent application program interface (API) following the 
PFVL paradigm, which allows this layer to remain method 
ology and environment independent. 

FIG. 4 conveys the preferred embodiment of this layer. 
The DMS Applications Layer (41) is comprised of all the 
applications that enable a user to interact directly with the 
DMS. Each application consists of one or more application 
modules (42) which may or may not interact with the various 
Managers (44). FIG. 4 depicts various Scenarios involving 
the interaction with the application modules: 
Non-Manager Interaction (45) An application may desire to 

interface directly to the Control Repository (46) without 
the need to interact with any Managers. An example might 
be a function which extracts project management data 
from the Control Repository and displays it in a formatted 
report. 

Single Manager Interaction (47) An application may only 
need to interface with a single Manager in order to 
execute all the Steps in the application's algorithm. For 
example, an application which associates an object to a 
problem fix number only requires functions within the 
Problem Fix/EC/PN Manager. 

Multiple Manager Interaction (48). Often application algo 
rithms require interaction with a plurality of Managers. 
For instance, a promotion algorithm may interface with 
the Authority Manager to determine if the user has the 
proper promote authorization. Next, it may execute Pro 
ceSS Manager functions to determine if the object meets 
the necessary promotion criteria. Finally, it may interface 
with the Library Manager to perform the actual promotion 
to the next level. 

Control Repository Coupled with Manager Interaction (49) 
Any combination of the above methods may be used to 
construct an application which interacts with one or more 
Managers in addition to the Control Repository. For 
instance, an application may query the Control Repository 
to see which Managers are currently installed in a user 
environment, and use that information to branch through 
various parts of the algorithm which interface with the 
Managers. 
Within each Manager, FIG. 4 depicts one or more Man 

ager Functions (43) which combine to form a library of 
utilities upon which applications can be constructed. 
For example, the Problem Fix/EC/PN Manager con 
tains: 
Functions to associate objects to Problem numbers 
Functions to associate Problem numbers to releases 
Functions to associate Part Numbers to objects 

Together these modules form a library of functions within 
each Manager, upon which application developerS can 
create more complex utilities. 

FIG. 4 also depicts an Application Program Interface (40) 
common to all applications and functions in the DMS 
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Application Layer. The API is based on the PFVL 
paradigm. By requiring all the functions to conform to 
the PFVL paradigm they remain methodology indepen 
dent while retaining the flexibility to be adapted to any 
user environment through the use of the User Interface 
Layer. Our preferred embodiment requires all functions 
in this layer to be invoked by passing Package, 
Filetype, Variance, and Level as the minimum amount 
of information. Additional information Such as 
filename, iteration, or run-time options may also be 
Supplied. Our embodiment also permits the wildcard 
character (*) to be used on any combination of PFVL 
attributes. For instance, if a wildcard is passed in place 
of the Level, then all information matching the remain 
ing PFVL attributes at all levels is accessable. The 
wildcard can be combined with a partial PFVL attribute 
in a Similar manner. In this case, a level attribute of 
prod would access all information matching the 
remaining PFVLS at any level beginning with prod. 
Finally, a placeholder Such as the percent (%) character 
can be used to ignore any attribute. Certain DMS 
applications may not require information regarding all 
the PFVL attributes, so use of the 76 character allows 
every DMS application to use an identical API to 
facilitate interaction with the user environment. For 
example, the following API could be used to interface 
with all DMS applications regardless of their underly 
ing function: 

DMS App Name <filename> <filetypes 
<package> <variance> <leveld <options> 

If a user environment doesn’t necessitate the use of all the 
PFVL attributes, the user interface layer can suppress or 
hard-code them prior to invoking the underlying DMS 
application. For example, a user environment may exist Such 
that variances arent applicable and data only resides in two 
levels of a single package (library). Furthermore, the current 
process only permits users to check data into the DMS at the 
lowest level. The corresponding user interface may be a 
Simple menu where the only two fields the user enters are the 
file name and file type. The underlying user interface code 
would automatically pass the Sole package and level, and 
hard-code or suppress the variance to the DMS check-in 
API. The advantage to the present invention is in the event 
the use model changes to allow users to perform additional 
actions, Such as checking data into the Second level, only the 
user interface needs to be updated. Neither the underlying 
DMS applications nor the information in the Control 
Repository need to be updated. 
Our invention permits any combination of these 

functions, or any other functions in this or any other 
Manager, to be referenced by any application or by other 
functions in this or any other Manager. The modularity 
afforded by this approach results in novel implementation 
techniques. For example, the present invention allows the 
various Steps of our promotion algorithm to be broken down 
into modular pieces of code whereby Some constitute Man 
ager Functions while others comprise the promotion appli 
cation. Although the Manager Functions tend to be Small 
enough to lend themselves to conventional procedural pro 
gramming techniques, the application code itself may or 
may not. 

Although conventional procedural code can be used to 
implement any application in our DMS, the length and 
complexity can lead to difficulties in debugging or main 
taining the code. One of the advantages of our modular DMS 
is it permits alternative techniques for implementing com 
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plex application algorithms. FIGS. 5A and 5B describe an 
alternative method using state tables. FIG. 5A shows an 
example promotion algorithm implemented using State 
Table (51) which is comprised of 12 steps. This table 
illustrates a full promotion where each Step interacts with 
one or more Manager functions, including StepS 6, 7 and 9 
which interact with the Process Manager to invoke Library 
Processing. Each Step has 2 NeXt State columns associated 
with it. The primary Next State column (labeled GOOD), 
indicates the next step which should be undertaken if the 
result of the present Step is Successful. The Secondary Next 
State column (labeled BAD) indicates the state transition if 
the present Step results in an unacceptable result. 

In addition to making it very simple to follow the algo 
rithmic flow of the promote, this method also presents the 
advantage of simplified customization. State Table (52) 
illustrates the ease by which the promotion application can 
be updated to eliminate the Library Processing. This is 
accomplished by Simply changing the NeXt State columns 
for steps 4, 5 and 8. to bypass steps 6, 7 and 9. Furthermore, 
State Table (53), in FIG. 5B, demonstrates how the DMS 
application can be modified to completely omit StepS 6, 7 & 
9 and renumber the remaining Steps for Simplicity. 
An additional advantage of the State Table method for 

DMS applications is code maintenance and deployment. 
Since these tables can exist in a simple ASCII format, one 
could make changes to the application flow without the need 
for formal programming education. Furthermore, one skilled 
in the art could envision how the state tables could be 
executed by an interpreter Such that the application code 
could be changed dynamically by the user without the need 
to recompile any code modules in the DMS. This novel 
approach to implementing complex data management appli 
cations yields an improved method for deploying a general 
purpose DMS to a large customer base, yet allowing more 
Sophisticated users to customize the applications. This 
improves upon the current State of the art by eliminating the 
need for the DMS provider to maintain a plurality of 
customized DM systems to satisfy a multitude of customer 
environments variations. 

Client/Server Interface 

The present invention contemplates the use of a Client/ 
Server Interface embedded between the DMS Application 
and Control Repository Access layers. All communication 
between the DMS applications and the Control Repository 
functions is performed through special interface routines. 
These routines are responsible for locating the proper Con 
trol Repository, making the connection, and passing the 
appropriate information to the underlying Control Reposi 
tory AcceSS function. This feature allows a completely 
scalable DMS ranging from a low-end DMS where the 
Control Repository is directly accessible from the user's 
client to a high-end enterprise DMS where the Control 
Repository can be literally spread acroSS a plurality of 
worldwide servers. For the low-end implementation, the 
client/server routines Simply pass the required information 
from the DMS application to the CR Access function, much 
like a parent module invoking an external function or 
Subroutine. In the high-end Scenario, the routine would 
locate the Server where the appropriate CR resides, make the 
appropriate connection and pass the information to the CR 
function. 

In addition to controlling the interface between the DMS 
applications and Control Repository, the client/server inter 
face also controls access to the Data Repository. Once again, 
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a low-end System may exist whereby the data resides in a file 
System directly updateable by the user's client. For example, 
during a Check-In process, the client would physically copy 
the data from the Source location to the actual data reposi 
tory. This could be accomplished by providing write acceSS 
to the data repository for all users, or writing a client/server 
routine which utilizes techniques Such as Unix Setuidbits to 
ensure that data can only be written to the repository via the 
proper DMS applications. In the high-end Scenario, the 
client/server routines could establish a connection with the 
Server where the data repository resides, and employ the 
Server to perform the appropriate file operation. This imple 
mentation lends itself to a more Secure DMS Since access to 
the data repository can be very tightly controlled, and user 
clients can not directly update the data repository outside of 
the DMS either intentionally or accidentally. 

Referring to FIG. 1, the DMS applications(12) and the 
Various Managers(11) all communicate with the Data 
Repository(15) and the Control Repository(17) via the 
Client/Server Interface(13). This interface is depicted in 
FIG. 7, where the DMS applications, the various Mangers 
and the CR interface layer is shown(71). Depending on the 
location of the Server, i.e. local or remote, the respective 
Communications Services(72) are invoked. These services 
Support a variety of protocols including but not limited to 
those depicted in the (73) layer. Some of these services 
communicated either directly to the Data Servers(75), 
through the network and or the SeverS depicted at the Server 
layer (74). 
AS an alternate embodiment for this layer, Automated 

Library Machines (ALMs) are employed in a “batch” envi 
ronment which permits a large number of DMS operations 
to be queued and processed by these virtual machines. The 
Client/Server routines are responsible for creating work 
requests on the user's client and transmitting them to the 
appropriate ALM for processing. Use of ALMS also pro 
vides the advantage of breaking up large complex DMS 
applications into foreground and background pieces. The 
foreground portion runs on the user's client, then a work 
request is created and transmitted to the ALM through the 
Client/Server Interface. Upon receipt of the work request, 
the ALM processes the background portion of the DMS 
operation, including all file manipulations. Since the fore 
ground portion tends to comprise a Series of checks as 
opposed to intensive computing, improved client throughput 
can be achieved by offloading the more compute intensive 
portions of the DMS application to the ALM. 

Control Repository Access Layer 
Our invention contemplates the use of a separate Control 

Repository Access Layer comprised of a library of functions 
or transactions which extract, add, modify or delete infor 
mation from the Control Repository. There are two main 
advantages to Separating this code from the functions com 
prising the DMS Application Layer: 
1. Many transactions can be used in multiple DMS 

applications, So in an effort to modularize the code and 
prevent duplication, one skilled in the art could envision 
how these transactions can be instantiated in DMS appli 
cations much like a logic designer instantiates circuit 

COS. 

2. In larger DM Systems where performance is a critical 
issue, it is frequently prudent to combine Several Smaller 
transactions into "macro' transactions. This is best per 
formed by someone with intimate knowledge of the 
internal organization of the Control Repository. By Sepa 
rating the CR Access functions from the DMS 
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applications, the end users can readily modify the DMS 
applications without acquiring the aforementioned knowl 
edge. 

3. This approach readily lends itself to a plurality of physical 
embodiments of the Control Repository since all the 
transactions can employ the same format, and only the 
command translation code needs to be personalized for its 
asSociated physical Control Repository. 

4. One physical embodiment of a Control Repository can be 
replaced with a different physical embodiment without the 
need to alter any of the DMS applications or underlying 
Control Repository Access transactions. The administra 
tor of the Control Repository need only update the com 
mand translation code to reflect the new physical embodi 
ment. 

FIG. 6 illustrates an example whereby our invention 
employs command translators in a heterogeneous environ 
ment with two disparate physical Control Repositories 
which together comprise a single virtual Control Repository. 
The virtual Control Repository contains an authorization 
table and a financial results table. In this example, the 
Get Auth (61) transaction is used to query information 
from the authorization table. Similarly, the Get Rslt (62) 
transaction is used to query financial results. One will 
immediately notice that both transactions utilize a similar 
Syntax with the only difference being the quantity of infor 
mation supplied. In both cases, all PFVL(Package, Filetype, 
Variance, Level) information is Supplied as well as addition 
parameters. It is also important to note that one can’t deduce 
the manner by which the control information is physically 
organized or Stored, nor can one deduce whether the autho 
rization and financial results are Stored in the same or 
different Control Repositories. 
The Get Auth (61) transaction is then processed through 

Command Translator “A” (63) which performs a relatively 
Simple remap of the authorization query into the appropriate 
SQL queries (64) to interface with the Relational Database 
(65) where the authority table resides. 

Conversely, the Get RSlt (62) transaction is processed 
through Command Translator “B” (66). Unlike the authori 
Zation table, the financial results table may reside in an 
extremely Secure physical Control Repository Such as cryp 
tographic data Storage product. Thus, Command Translator 
“B” would need to locate the proper Meta Data file, perform 
the necessary file read operation, decrypt the data, format it 
properly and return it to the calling application. 
One of the key advantages contemplated by this invention 

is that the DMS application writer only needs to reference 
the available transactions and their parameter lists. Once the 
application is written, it can remain intact, even if the 
underlying physical Control Repositories are further 
distributed, combined or in any other way reorganized. 
The aforementioned example also demonstrates another 

advantage of the present invention. One could envision a 
scenario whereby the users initially interact with both physi 
cal control repositories via a traditional computer System 
employing those elements typically found in Said System, 
Such as a keyboard, monitor, central processing unit, 
memory, mouse, etc. In Such an environment, the users 
would obtain authorization to query financial data by manu 
ally entering their employee identification. Suppose the 
desire exists to improve the authorization process by intro 
ducing a pervasive device Such as a badge reader or bio 
medical device Such as retina or iris Scanner. By using a 
generic API for the Control Repository Access functions, 
one could appreciate how much easier it would be to 
interface with nontraditional devices Such as badge readers 
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or retina ScannerS Since they only need to provide informa 
tion to be passed to the Command Translator. Since the 
device doesn’t directly communicate with the Control 
Repository it can employ a relatively simple protocol Such 
as TCP/IP or RS232, and doesn't need to generate complex 
commands Such as SQL queries. 
One might conclude from the previous example that our 

invention implicates a one-to-one correspondence between 
Control Repository Access functions and Command Trans 
lators. However, our invention permits any combination of 
Control Repository Access transactions to interact with any 
combination of Command Translators to communicate with 
any combination of physical Control Repositories. FIGS. 8A 
and 8B illustrate how the various architectural layers can be 
used to achieve greater Overall processing efficiency. In this 
example, it necessitates the use of a single Control Reposi 
tory Access transaction to perform multiple repository 
CCCSSCS. 

The left side of FIG. 8A depicts the control flow of a 
Simple DMS application designed to establish an ownership 
or File Check Out for Update lock on a data object. This is 
a typical requirement for any data management System that 
permits multiple users to access and update the same piece 
of data. Step 80 displays the File Lock menu which can be 
any type of text based or graphical menu in which the user 
enters the necessary Package, Filetype, Variance, Level and 
Filename of the object they wish to update. One can appre 
ciate how this step could utilize code Similar to that previ 
ously disclosed to test for the existence of various Managers 
and tailor the menu accordingly. 

In this example, the application permits the user to Select 
multiple files so Step 81 sets up a File Loop to perform the 
desired action for each file. Step 82 represents the Control 
Repository AcceSS transaction for Setting an ownership lock. 
Step 83 displays the results of the lock setting operation back 
to the user. To further illustrate the advantage of this 
invention, assume that the example employs a client/server 
implementation such that the DMS application submits the 
lockSet CRA transaction through one of the client/server 
interface means described in FIG. 7. Also assume that the 
example methodology requires that only authorized users of 
the DMS may establish ownership locks. 

The layered architecture disclosed in the present invention 
permits a very efficient implementation of Such an example 
environment. The right side of FIG. 8A (84) depicts the 
internal steps comprising the CRA lockSet transaction (82). 
Our invention contemplates the use of Several different types 
of locks on data objects in the DMS, therefore the Lock 
Menu (80) may offer the user a choice of locks. Therefore, 
the first step in the internal lockset transaction (84) is Step 
85 which tests to see if the type of lock desired is an 
ownership lock (file check-out). Step 86 then queries the 
Authority table to ensure the user is authorized to update the 
requested file. The virtual Authority table (88) is shown in 
FIG. 8B. Step 87 then performs the necessary updates to the 
Lock table (89) also shown in FIG. 8B. Since steps 86 and 
87 are both required for all File Check Out operations, it's 
more efficient to combine them into a Single Control Reposi 
tory Access transaction. This way, all the Overhead asSoci 
ated with the client/server communication is only incurred 
once per file. 

It is worth noting that both tables are structured 
identically, but this does not imply they reside in the same 
physical Control Repository. In fact, it's not possible using 
FIG. 8B to discern how these tables are physically 
organized, nor if they reside in the same or Separate physical 
embodiments. The present invention permits the data com 
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prising a virtual Control Repository to be organized in any 
physical arrangement desirable, and furthermore, one or 
more of these physical Control Repositories can be accessed 
from the Same CR acceSS transaction. Conversely, multiple 
CR access transactions can access data from the same 
physical Control Repository. The existence of Command 
Translators in our invention permits any conceivable 
arrangement of Control Repository Access transactions to 
interact with any organization of one or more physical 
Control Repositories. 

Additionally, this example demonstrates a further advan 
tage of having the DMS applications architecturally Segre 
gated from the CRA transactions. If the user desires to Set 
ownership locks on all the files of a given Type in a given 
Level and Variance of a particular Package, then the File 
Loop (81) could recognize this and rather than initiating a 
multitude of CRA transactions for each selected file, it could 
generate a single transaction Substituting a for the File 

C. 

The aforementioned example shows how a single CRA 
transaction may require a plurality of control repository 
accesses. However, our invention does not mandate the 
quantitative relationship between accesses and the underly 
ing command translators. For example, the authority check 
in Step 86 and the lock table update in Step 87 will both 
employ command translators, but Said translation code can 
be implemented in any desirable embodiment. Each Step 
may call an independent translator implemented as an inde 
pendent entity, or both translators could be embodied 
together within the same entity. Our invention even permits 
the translation code to be incorporated directly into the 
Control Repository Access transaction code as Subroutines, 
methods, etc. One skilled in the art could appreciate how 
Various programming techniques Such as..dynamic link 
libraries, Subroutines, modules, and features found in object 
oriented programming languages can work in concert with 
the flexible architecture disclosed herein to produce the most 
efficient means of packaging the numerous CRA transac 
tions and command translators which might comprise a 
typical data management System. 

Turning our attention to FIG. 9A, the illustration depicts 
a heterogeneous physical Control Repository comprised of 
an Authorization table physically stored on a server (91) 
using a conventional database application Such as DB/2, 
Oracle, Access, Notes, or even a flat file. One advantage to 
using this type of implementation is that the virtual Autho 
rization table can be physically manipulated using the tra 
ditional row and field paradigm. 
On the other hand, the Lock table is physically imple 

mented as a plurality of LCK files resident in a directory 
structure (92) mapped to the PFVL architecture. The direc 
tory structure (92) shows a typical engineering design 
library where the Package=DSGN LIB, Variance=USB, 
Level=TEST, Filetype=SCHEMATIC, and Filename= 
MPEG. The MPEG.LCK file denotes the existence of a lock 
on this particular file. The contents of the MPEG.LCK file 
contain other information Such as the identity of the lock 
owner, and the type of lock. One can See how this physical 
arrangement can be derived from a virtual Lock table Such 
as the one depicted in FIG. 8B. 
Although this specific example only depicts Seven fields 

of information in the Virtual Lock table, one can see how this 
can be expanded to add additional information Such as 
time/date when the lock was Set, reason for the lock, or any 
other desirable meta data, and how this additional informa 
tion can be easily added to the contents of the LCK file. 

In addition, one skilled in the art can appreciate how other 
files in this example System can contain their own LCK 



US 6,654,747 B1 
21 

files, or how alternate embodiments of this System could use 
various other means of implementation including but not 
limited to symbolic links, flat files which contain informa 
tion on a plurality of locks, multiple lock files per data 
object, etc. Once again, the preferred embodiment only 
conveys a small Subset of the possibilities afforded to the 
user by the present invention. 

Continuing with the figures, FIG. 9B depicts an example 
Control Repository Access transaction (93). The syntax of 
the transaction is purely arbitrary and can be chosen to 
accommodate the environment. The Perl code Command 
Translator (94) on the left side of FIG. 9B shows how CR 
Access transaction (93), which treats the information as if 
it's located in rows and fields of a table, is translated into the 
file I/O routines necessary to manifest the physical embodi 
ment depicted in the PFVL-based directory structure (92) of 
FIG. 9A. Although this represents a simple subset of a 
realistic Command Translator, it illustrates the four mini 
mum Steps required to accomplish the task. First the argu 
ments are parsed according to their position in the entry 
argument list. Second, the PFVL portion of the argument list 
is used to construct the path down to the file being locked. 
The third step takes into account the possibility that a PFVL 
attribute (Such as the Variance) may be absent in the physical 
embodiment of the DMS. AS stated earlier in this disclosure, 
absence of a PFVL attribute is denoted with a key character 
such as “%”. In the event a “%' is passed in it means the 
directory corresponding to that PFVL attribute is missing. 
Finally, the fourth step writes the LCK file containing the 
type of lock and identity of the owner. One skilled in the art 
can See how the example Perl code could be easily imple 
mented in Virtually any programming language Such as C, 
Java, Basic, ReXX, Pascal, etc. and it should be noted that 
Perl was selected for illustration purposes only. 
One of the key advantages of the present invention is the 

ability to easily replace the physical embodiment of the 
Lock table shown in the PFVL-based directory structure 
(92) with a more centralized physical embodiment such as 
the traditional database server (91) managing the Authority 
table. This is accomplished by simply replacing the Perl 
Command Translator (93) with the appropriate database 
translator such as the SQL Translator (95) shown on the right 
side of FIG. 9B. In this example, the SQL Translator (95) 
performs the same function as the Perl Translator (93) by 
using three Steps. The first two are combined into an atomic 
database operation which updates the reference ID of the 
Lock Table by incrementing the last known reference ID and 
returning the newly incremented value into the ref variable. 
The third SQL statement uses this ref variable to insert the 
PFVL, owner and lock type information into the newly 
created row of the table. 

Notice how the same CR Access transaction (93) is used, 
but the underlying actions are entirely different. Rather than 
performing file System operations, the new command trans 
lator must perform traditional database table modifications. 
Although this may be a radical alteration to the command 
translator, it Is completely hidden from the CR Access 
transaction and any DMS application which uses the craset 
Lock function. It is this manner by which our invention 
permits a low-end Simplistic data management System Such 
as that shown in the right side of FIG. 9A to grow into a more 
Sophisticated high-end System. In addition it provides a 
means of replacing one physical embodiment of a Control 
Repository with another embodiment that may be very 
Similar or completely different, without impact to the end 
users. This is a Strategic advantage in a business environ 
ment where mergers and consolidations require constant 
modifications to their computer and information Systems. 
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AS previously Stated, the Syntax of the example Control 

Repository Access transaction (93) is purely arbitrary. Our 
invention does not dictate the format of the Control Reposi 
tory Access functions, it merely requires that the Syntax 
allow for inclusion of any and all PFVL attributes necessary 
to define a data object, along with any additional information 
pertinent to the corresponding virtual Control Repository 
table. In this particular example: 

craSetLock(Pkg, Type, Var, Lvl, FileName, LockType, 
Userid) 

the Syntax resembles a typical Subroutine or function call 
where the information is passed as a Series of arguments or 
parameters where the order of the parameters is determined 
in advance. One should note that this same transaction could 
use any other imaginable Syntax including but not limited to 
the following examples: 

craSetLock(Package=Pkg, FileType=Type, Variance=Var, 
Level=Lv1, FileName =FileName, LockType = 
LockType, Owner'Userid) 

craSetLock(?Package Pkg?FileType Type?Variance Var 
?Level Lvl?FileName FileName?LockType LockType 
2Owner Userid) 

crasetLock->Package->FileType->Variance->Level-> 
FileName-sLockType->Owner=(Pkg Type Var Lvl 
FileName LockType Userid) 

SELECT(Lock, Pkg, Type, Var, Lv1, FileName, 
LockType, Userid) 

The present invention affords the opportunity to Select the 
Syntax of the Control Repository AcceSS transactions to best 
accommodate the implementation of the DMS. For example, 
a DMS which is predominantly implemented as SQL data 
bases would likely choose a different syntax from a DMS 
largely constructed out of C code. Furthermore, our inven 
tion doesn’t mandate that all Control Repository Access 
transactions follow the same Syntax. Although the preferred 
embodiment demonstrates the advantages of using a single 
Syntax to create a uniformity and consistency across the 
entire DMS, our invention recognizes where there may be 
circumstances that warrant use of a plurality of Syntaxes for 
different groups of CR access functions. 

For instance, consider the case where the Virtual Control 
Repository is comprised of three physical repositories Such 
that Some of the information is Stored in a relational 
database, Some of it is organized as Simple ASCII files in a 
file system and the remainder resides on a web server. If the 
Situation is Such that the environment is unlikely to change, 
our invention permits the administrator to have three Sets of 
CR access transactions. The first could use a "SOL-like” 
Syntax, the Second a simple parameterized list, and the third 
might use Extensive Markup Language (XML). The disad 
Vantage to this approach is it requires the DMS application 
developers to use a multitude of CR acceSS Syntaxes. 
However, this may not be a major concern if the DMS 
applications tend to access data only within a particular 
physical Control Repository. On the other hand a consider 
able performance advantage may be obtained by Simplifying 
the Command Translation code. AS previously Stated, the 
present invention simply requires that whatever Syntax is 
used permits any and all PFVL attributes to be expressed. 

While the preferred embodiment to the invention has been 
described, it will be understood that those skilled in the art, 
both now and in the future, may make various improvements 
and enhancements which fall within the Scope of the claims 
which follow. These claims should be construed to maintain 
the proper protection for the invention first described. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. A method for a data management System having a 

plurality of data managers, comprising the Steps of 
providing Said plurality of data managers in one or more 

layers of a layered architecture, and 
performing with a data manager and with a user input via 

an API a plurality of processes on data residing in 
heterogeneous data repositories of Said computer Sys 
tem including promotion, check-in, check-out, locking, 
library Searching, Setting and viewing proceSS results, 
tracking aggregations, and managing parts, releases 
and problem fix data under management control of a 
Virtual control repository having one or more physical 
heterogeneous repositories, and 

Storing, accessing, tracking data residing in Said one or 
more data repositories managed by Said virtual control 
repository, and 

wherein Said Virtual control repository comprises virtual 
tables and all virtual control repository acceSS functions 
are implemented as transactions constructed using a 
generic Structure, and 
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command translators are employed to map generic virtual 

control repository transactions into any required com 
mand interface needed to interact with the correspond 
ing physical implementation of Said virtual control 
repository, wherein control repository access transac 
tions use a generic structure to invoke one or a plurality 
of command translators to interact with one or more 
physical control repositories. 

2. The method according to claim 1 wherein any number 
of command translators can be employed to map one or 
more generic control repository access transactions into one 
or more physical control repository operations. 

3. The method according to claim 1 wherein Said com 
mand translators may exist as physical entities Separate from 
the control repository access transactions, and Said physical 
entities Separate from the control repository access transac 
tions may be embedded within Said transactions as one or 
more Subroutines, functions, objects and modules. 


