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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WALTER H. RICH, a
citizen of the United States, residing in Mel-
rose, in the county of Middlesex and State of
Massachusetts,haveinvented certain newand
useful Implovements in Corner - Shields for
Trunks, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

This is an improved corner shield or
guard—sometimes - termed -in the trade a
% gorner- -clamp ”—forapplication to travelers’
trunks; and it has forits principal objects to
provide a corner-shield which will ease the
blow upon the corner of the trunk, to enable
the metallic portion of the gnard which comes
in direct contact with the floor or object upon
which the trunk falls to yield slightly upon
the rubber portion whieh is interposed be-

tween said metallic portion and the cornerof |’

the trunk, to provide a guard which consists
of buttwo pieces—namely, the metallic guard
or shield proper and the interposed or inner
rubber portion corresponding in shape with
said metallic portion—to strengthen and
stiffen the metallic portion, and to thicken
the rubber portion at the most desirable
points.

The nature of the invention is fully de-
seribed in detail below and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1e1)1esents a view in perspective
of a corner of the upper portion or lid of a
trunk provided with my improved corner-
shield. Fig. 2 is a plan view of the-same.
Ifig. 8 is a sectional view taken on line X,
Trig. 2. Tig. 4 is a sectional view talken on
hne Y, I‘w 2.

Sumlal lettels of 1efelence indicate corre-
sponding parts.

A represents the top, and A’ the upright
portions,of a partof the lid or cover of an or-
dinary trunk.

B represents one of the cleats.

My corner-shield comprises an integral me-
tallie plate formed with the horizontal por-
tion C, whichisadapted to extend diagonally
inwzu‘d over the top, and ‘the vertical por-
tions C' and C”, which are adapted toextend
diagonally over the upright portions A’ of the
trunk. Necessarily the portion C is atright
angles to the portions C'and C”, and the por-
tions C’' and C" are at right angles to each

‘sur faces of thetr unk.
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other. The portions C, C', and C” are one
integral piece andare p10v1ded respectively,

with the extensions’ D, D/, and D", each of

which is formed with one or more slots E,
each longer than it is wide and set in the dic
agonal line of direction of the extension in
which it is located. The parts C, C', and
C" are formed up centrally on the diagonal
lines referred to into outwardly-projecting
strengthening-ribs F, and the inner side of
the shield is correspondingly recessed, as in-
dicated at IV in Figs. 3 and 4. 'Where these
radiating ribs meet, the shield is formed into
asubstantially convex protuberance II,which
is located exactly next to the corner of the
trunk when the shield is in position. The
bent portions I are preferablyextended atl’,
as shown.

The inner surface of this shield is provided
with a rubber sheet or layer K, correspond-
ing in shape and size to the metallic portion
above described and coming into direct con-
tact with the trunk. = This interposed layer
of rubber X completely fills the recesses &’
and the portion next to the protuberance II,
so that the rubber is the thickest where its
elasticity is most needed.

The shield isapplied tothetrunk by means
of serews «, which extend through the slots
I next to the outer ends thereof and through
the interposed layer of rubber K.
trunk falls upon a corner, the protruding
portion H receives the blow and the rubber
K, contracting, allows the metallic portion or
plate to yield bhohtly with the effectof driv-
ing its portions D, D', and D" along over the
This movement is per-
mitted by the elongated slots E, which move
along under the head of the screws a. By
this means the plate can yield safely without
being broken or breaking the screws. Inas-
much as the rubber layer K corresponds in
shape with the metallic portion of the shield
wherever the shield may be struck by a blow
the layer of rubber protectsit and the trunk.
Inasmuch as the corner needs the greatest
protection therubberisthickestat that point;
but the blowis received or given (as the case
may be) by the convex memlhc portion I,
which by its shape, as well as by means of
the Tubber beneath it, prevents injury being
done to another trunkk.
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- The shield may of course be applied to the
corners at the bottom as well as at the top of
the trunk. i

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— | )

The herein - deseribed . improved corner-
shield for trunks, comprising an integral me-
tallic plate formed into the portions C D, ¢/
D', ¢" D", adapted to extend diagonally over
the top or bottom, end, and side of a trunk
next to the corner, said portions C D, ¢' D/,
C". D" being provided with elongated slots B
set and extending in the diagonal line of di-

rection of said portions; a layer of rubber
corresponding substantially in shape to said
plate and adapted to be interposed between
the plate and the corner of the trunk; and
fastening-screws extending through said slots
next the ounter ends thereof and through the
rubber into the trunk, whereby the metallic
plateisallowed to yield withoutinjury thereto
or to the screws, substantially as described.

WALTER II. RICII.

Witnesses:
HENRY W. WILLIAMS,
A. N. BoNNEY.
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