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NITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ERNEST IL. VETTE, OF WATERVILLE, KANSAS. 

STOCK. 

1,168,836. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Jan. 18, 1916. 
Application filed April 17, 1915. Seria No. 22,110. 

To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ERNEST L. VETTE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Waterville, in the county of Marshall and 
State of Kansas, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Stocks, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 
lingS. 
This invention relates to certain improve 

ments in stocks and has relation more par 
ticularly to a device of this general character 
especially designed and adapted for use in 
the capturing of an animal, such as a hog 
or the like; and it is an object of my in 
vention to provide a device of this general 
character having novel and improved means 
whereby the same may be readily and con 
veniently applied into operative position 
and which may be employed with effective 

6.SS. 

Furthermore, it is an object of the inven 
tion to provide a device of this general char 
acter having novel and improved means 
whereby the same may be readily employed 
as a Crate. , - 
The invention consists in the i details of 

construction and in the combination and ar 
rangement of the several parts of my im 
proved stock whereby certain important ad 
vantages are attained and the device is 
rendered simpler, less expensive and other 
wise more convenient and advantageous for 
use, all as will be hereinafter more fully set 
forth. 
The novel features of the invention will be 

carefully defined in the appended claims. 
In order that my invention may be the 

better understood, I will now proceed to de 
scribe the same with reference to the ac 
companying drawings, wherein— 

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a 
stock constructed in accordance with an em 
bodiment of my invention, a second position 
of one of the sections being indicated by 
dotted lines; Fig.2 is a view in perspective 
of my improved device, when assembled for 
use as a crate; and Fig. 3 is an enlarged 
detail view, partly in section and partly in 
elevation, illustrating one of the penetrat. 
ing prongs, herein embodied, a, second posi 
tion of the member being indicated by dot 
ted lines. 
As disclosed in the accompanying dr?w 

sings, 1 denotes an end section of my im proved device having hinged to the opposite 

sides thereof the side sections 2 - and each of 
said side sections has hingedly engaged 
therewith the additional side sections 3, and 
it is to be observed that the hinged connec 
tions between the Sections are such as to per 
mit the sections to be readily and conven 
iently, applied or removed when required. 
I prefer to have each of the hinges H, as 
herein embodied, comprising two sections 4 
adapted to be maintained in interlocked re 
lation, through the medium of a removable 
pintle 5. 
The end section 1. has pivotally engaged 

with the lower marginal portion thereof the 
prongs 6 which are adapted to penetrate the 
ground and hold the stock against move 
ment particularly in such instances when 
the animal exerts pressure against the sec 
tion 1. It will also be perceived that should 
the member advance in : a direction away 
from the section 1, the members 6 will travel 
freely over the ground. 

It is thought to be self-evident that by 
having the various sections hinged one to 
the other that they may be adjusted in a 
manner most suitable for confining an ani 
mal, it being understood that initially the 
Sections 3 are so positioned as to afford an 
entrance opening for the stock and after the 
animal has entered the stock, such sections 
are adapted to be moved in a closed position 
so as to confine the animal therein, and in 
order to facilitate the maintenance of such 
sections 3 in such closed adjustment, I em 
ploy the spring catches 7 carried by the 
outer end portion of one of the sections 3 
and adapted to detachably engage the outer 
'extremity of the second section 3. I also 
find it of advantage to provide the upper 
portion of the section 1 with the alined eye 
members 8 adapted to be detachably en 
gaged by the hook members 9. carried by the 
upper marginal portions of the sections 2 
adjacent their pivoted. extremities and 
whereby said sections 2 maybe effectively 
locked in a predetermined adjustment rela 
tive to the section 1. The sections 2 also 
have their outer extremities at their upper 
marginal portions provided with the spaced 
eye members 10 with which are adapted to 
coact the hook members 11 engaged with the 
outer sections 3, for a similar purpose. 
also findit of advantage to provide the olater 
end portions of the sections 2 with the ver 
tically Spaced openings 12 which are adapted 
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to receive the extremities of a rod 14, said i 
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rod 14 being adapted to be disposed beneath 
the body of a confined animal in order to 
maintain the legs of the animal free of the 
ground to prevent the animal from escap 
ing over the tops of the sections or from 
lifting said sections from the ground when 
the top T is in applied position. 
As herein embodied, the top T comprises 

two sections having their adjacent extremi 
ties hinged one to the other as indicated at 
15, said hinges being preferably of the same 
construction as has hereinbefore been set 
forth relative to the hinges H. The side 
marginal portions of the sections of the top 
are also adapted to be hingedly connected 
with the adjacent marginal portions of the 
sections 2 and 3, preferably by hinges 16 
also of the same arrangement as previously 
referred to. 

adapted to be closed by the section 17 also 
secured to the outer extremities of the sec 
tions 3 by hinges 18 constructed as are th 
hinges H, hereinbefore referred to. . . . 
When my improved device is employed as 

a crate, the sections 1, 2, 3 and i 17 are 
adapted to be rested upon the bottom panel 
19 provided with the upstanding marginal 
flanges 20 overlying the adjacent marginal 
portions of said sections. In practice, I find 
it of particular advantage to have the sec-. 
tions 1, 2, 3, and the sections of the top T 
reticulated, and the section 17 and the bot 
tom panel 19 imperforate. • " . 
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From the foregoing description, it is 
thought to be obvious that a stock con 
structed in accordance with my invention 
is of an extremely simple and comparatively 
inexpensive nature and is particularly well 
adapted for use by reason of the convenience 
and facility with which it may be assembled, 
and it will also be obvious that my invention 
is susceptible of some change and modifica 
tion without material departure from the 
principles and spirit thereof and for this 
reason I do not wish to be understood as 
limiting myself to the precise arrangement 
and formation of the several parts herein 
shown in carrying out my invention in prac 
tice. 

It will be appreciated that my improved 
device, when not in use, may be compacted 

- i to occupy a minimum of space. -- 
When the top Tisin applied position, the . 

end of the device opposite to the section 1 is 
I claim : V · 

1. A stock comprising a plurality of sec 
tions hinged one to the other, and penetrat 
ing prongs pivotally engaged with one of 
the sections. 

2. A stock comprising a plurality of sec 
ing prongs pivotally engaged with the lower 
marginal 
sections. 

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 
signature in the presence of two witnesses. 

ERNEST IL VETTE. . 

B. N. WELCH, 
FRANK AU?USTUS. 

. Witnesses: 
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tions hinged one to the other, and penetrat 
portion of one of the intermediate 
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