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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR USING
ANALYTIC OBJECTS IN A DYNAMIC DATA
VISUALIZATION INTERFACE

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation Ser. No. 62/047,579, filed Sep. 8, 2014, entitled
“Systems and Methods for Providing Drag and Drop Ana-
Iytics in a Data Visualization User Interface,” which is
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

This application is related to U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 14/628,170, filed Feb. 20, 2015, entitled “Systems and
Methods for Providing Adaptive Analytics in a Dynamic
Data Visualization Interface,” U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 14/628,176, filed Feb. 20, 2015, entitled “Systems and
Methods for Providing Drag and Drop Analytics in a
Dynamic Data Visualization Interface,” and U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 14/628,187, filed Feb. 20, 2015, entitled
“Systems and Methods for Using Displayed Data Marks in
a Dynamic Data Visualization Interface,” each of which is
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosed implementations relate generally to data
visualization and more specifically to systems, methods, and
user interfaces that provide analytic functions for interac-
tively exploring and investigating a data set.

BACKGROUND

Data visualization applications enable a user to under-
stand a data set visually, including distribution, trends,
outliers, and other factors that are important to making
business decisions. Some data sets are very large or com-
plex. Various analytic tools can be used to help understand
the data, such as regression lines, average lines, and per-
centile bands. However, analytic functionality may be dif-
ficult to use or hard to find within a complex user interface.
In addition, analysis sometimes requires using analytic
functions on two or more subsets of data at the same time

SUMMARY

Disclosed implementations address the above deficiencies
and other problems associated with data visualizations that
use analytic functions. Some implementations simplify the
complexity of using analytic functions by providing a palette
of analytic options that may be dragged and dropped to
display corresponding analytic data on a visual graphic. In
some implementations, an analytic function has sub-options,
which are displayed in a drop area, and the user selects a
sub-option by dropping an icon for the analytic function
onto the sub-option in the drop area. For example, a trend
line (regression line) is an analytic function, which has
several sub-options that may be displayed for user selection:
a linear trend line, an exponential trend line, a logarithmic
trend line, or a polynomial trend line.

Some implementations simplify the process of comparing
analytic data for different subsets of data from a data source.
When an analytic function has been selected (e.g., an
average line, a trend line, or quartile bands), a user may
select any subset of data points (or visual marks, which may
represent more than a single data point), and the user
interface displays that analytic function based on the
selected subset, while still continuing to display the analytic
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data for the entire subset. This allows a user to quickly
compare a subset to the whole set. In some implementations,
the user may continue to modify the set of selected points or
marks, and the analytic data for the selected subset adjusts
according to the selection.

Disclosed implementations make experimenting with
analytic techniques easier. Exemplary analytic operations or
functions include summarizing the data, modeling the data,
or performing custom operations specified by a user. For
example, analytic functions may provide references lines,
reference bands, statistical bands (e.g., averages, medians
with quartiles, average with predefined confidence interval
(e.g., 95%), box plots, trend lines, totals, subtotals, and
forecasts).

Some implementations provide a drag and drop user
interface for analytic icons. This functionality has various
benefits for users, including: allowing users to easily experi-
ment and iterate; drop spots where a user may drag an
analytic icon show options that a user will most likely want
to experiment with; it becomes easy to pick up and re-drop
an object/analytic icon to try a different analytic function;
analytic functions that are commonly used together are
grouped as a single “analytic icon,” and thus can be selected
in one step; and the analytic techniques are not buried in pull
down menus.

Some implementations provide instant/adaptive analytics.
This functionality has various benefits for users. For visu-
alizations with a reference line, a reference band, a trend
line, or other analytic function applied, a user may want to
compare the analytic data for the set of data to an identified
subset. When the user selects a subset of the marks, the user
will see a new line or band corresponding to just the selected
items. The user can instantly view the analytic data for just
the selected marks (sample group), and compare the analytic
data to the same analytic functionality applied to all marks
(e.g., the “population”). This provides an interactive expe-
rience for comparing a sample group to the overall data set.
In particular, implementations show an instant, selection-
based reference line, band, trend line, or other analytic
function alongside the original analytic line or band.

Some implementations with instant/adaptive analytics
display the difference between the analytic data for the
selected subset and the analytic data for the whole set in a
tooltip when hovering over the selected subset or when the
subset is selected. The instant/adaptive analytics are calcu-
lated and shown for each selection event, so as the user adds
or removes marks from the selection, the analytic data
updates on the fly, providing immediate feedback. The
analytic data for the selected subset is displayed using the
same formula or definition as the analytic data for the whole
set of displayed data. For example, if an “average” line has
been applied to the whole set, then an average line is created
for the selected subset. In addition, the scope of the analytic
data for the selected subset is inherited from the scope of the
original line (e.g. table, pane, or cell).

In some implementations, the analytic data created for the
selected subset is referred to as the “instant” line or band,
and the analytic data for the entire set of data is referred to
as the “original” line or band. In some instances, the instant
and original items are close together on the display, and thus
labels for some of the items may be obscured. In some
implementations, the items are ordered in layers (e.g., like
layers in a drawing program). In some implementations, the
items are drawn from top to bottom as follows: (top) the
instant label, the original label, the instant line, the original
line, the instant band, and the original band (bottom). This
layering helps users to understand the data visualization and
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the analytic data displayed in the data visualization. In
particular, this allows the user to distinguish visually
between the original and the instant line or band. Some
implementations de-emphasize the original line, original
band, and/or original label to distinguish them from the
instant line, instant band, and/or instant label. This may be
implemented by dimming, changing color, graying out, or
other techniques.

In accordance with some implementations, a method
executes at an electronic device with a display. For example,
the electronic device can be a smart phone, a tablet, a
notebook computer, or a desktop computer. The method
concurrently displays a chart that displays visual marks that
represent a set of data (e.g., bars in a bar chart or geometric
shapes such as circles, squares, triangles, or other represen-
tations of data points in a scatter plot) and a plurality of
analytic icons. In some implementations, the analytic icons
are displayed in a panel that toggles between data that may
be used to make the chart and analytic icons that correspond
to analytic operations that may be performed on the data
used to make the chart.

The method detects a first portion of a user input on a first
analytic icon in the plurality of analytic icons (e.g., a mouse
click down, finger down, or other selection of the first
analytic icon and/or an initial mouse drag or finger drag on
the first analytic icon) and in response, displays one or more
option icons that correspond to options for performing a first
analytic operation that corresponds to the first analytic icon.

The method also detects a second portion of the user input
on the first analytic icon. For example, after a mouse click
or finger down on the first analytic icon, a mouse drag or
finger drag on the first analytic icon moves the first analytic
icon across the display and over a respective option icon
and/or a mouse up or finger up that “drops” the first analytic
icon on the respective option icon. In some implementations,
the option icons are “drop-targets™ for the respective ana-
Iytic icon. In response to detecting the second portion of the
user input, the first analytic icon moves over a respective
option icon in the one or more option icons that are dis-
played such that the first analytic icon is over the respective
option icon immediately prior to ceasing to detect the input.
The method then adds one or more graphics to the chart
(e.g., analytic lines and/or bands) that correspond to the first
analytic operation and a respective option that corresponds
to the respective option icon.

In some implementations, the second portion of the input
results in dropping the first analytic icon on the respective
option icon and displays one or more graphics in the chart
that correspond to the first analytic operation and the respec-
tive option in response to the dropping. In some implemen-
tations, the second portion of the input results in hovering
the first analytic icon over the respective option icon and
displaying one or more graphics (e.g., an average line) in the
chart that corresponds to the first analytic operation and the
respective option in response to the hovering (i.e., providing
a preview of the analytic operation). In some implementa-
tions, if the input ends while the first analytic icon is
hovering over the respective option icon, the first analytic
icon is “dropped” on the respective option icon and the one
or more graphics in the chart that correspond to the first
analytic operation and the respective option remain dis-
played. In some implementations, the added graphics
include reference lines, reference bands, statistical bands
(e.g., averages, medians with quartiles, averages with pre-
defined confidence intervals (e.g., 95%), box plots, trend
lines, totals, subtotals, and/or forecasts).
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In some implementations, the input comprises a drag and
drop operation. For example, with a mouse or other pointing
device, the user moves a pointer over the first analytic icon,
presses and holds down a button on the pointing device to
select the first analytic icon, “drags™ the first analytic icon
over the respective option icon by moving the pointer, and
“drops” the first analytic icon by releasing the button. With
a touch screen, the user can contact the first analytic icon
with a finger (e.g., a long press), “drag” the first analytic icon
over the respective option icon by moving the finger, and
“drop” the first analytic icon by lifting off the finger from the
touch screen.

In some implementations, the options that correspond to
the one or more option icons are specific to the first analytic
operation. That is, there is a different set of displayed option
icons depending on the selected analytic icon.

In some implementations, in response to detecting the first
portion of the input on the first analytic icon (e.g., when the
first analytic icon is hovered over or selected), the method
visually distinguishes the first analytic icon from other
analytic icons in the plurality of analytic icons (e.g., by
outlining or highlighting).

In some implementations, in response to detecting the first
portion of the input on the first analytic icon, the method
visually distinguishes the first analytic icon from other
analytic icons in the plurality of analytic icons and concur-
rently dims the chart. In some implementations, the device
visually deemphasizes the chart when the one or more
options icons are displayed, to indicate to the user the need
to select an option icon.

In some implementations, an image is displayed on a
respective option icon that illustrates a type of analytic
graphic that will be added to the chart if the respective
option icon is selected.

In some implementations, in response to detecting the
second portion of the input on the first analytic icon, the
method performs the first analytic operation that corre-
sponds to the first analytic icon on at least part of the data
in the set of data in accordance with the respective option
and displays the result. In some implementations, the ana-
Iytic operation includes summarizing the data, modeling the
data, and/or performing custom predefined operations speci-
fied by a user. In some implementations, the analytic opera-
tion includes determining averages, medians with quartiles,
averages with predefined confidence intervals (e.g., 95%),
box plots, trend lines, totals, subtotals, and/or forecasts.

In some implementations, the first analytic operation
includes a plurality of analytic operations. For example, a
single analytic icon may provide both a median and quartile
bands, or a single analytic icon may provide both a mean
average and a 95% confidence interval.

In some implementations, in response to detecting the
second portion of the input on the first analytic icon, the
method ceases to display the first analytic icon over the
respective option icon and ceases to display the one or more
option icons.

In some implementations, while displaying the chart with
one or more added graphics, the method detects a first
portion of a second input on a second analytic icon (e.g., a
mouse click down, finger down, or other selection of the
second analytic icon and/or an initial mouse drag or finger
drag on the second analytic icon). In response, one or more
option icons are displayed that correspond to options for
performing a second analytic operation that corresponds to
the second analytic icon. The method also detects a second
portion of the second input on the second analytic icon and
in response, moves the second analytic icon over a respec-
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tive option icon in the one or more option icons such that the
second analytic icon is over the respective option icon
immediately prior to ceasing to detect the input. The method
also adds one or more graphics to the chart that correspond
to the second analytic operation and a respective option that
corresponds to the respective option icon. In some imple-
mentations, the one or more added graphics that correspond
to the second analytic operation replace the one or more
added graphics that correspond to the first analytic opera-
tion. In some implementations the one or more added
graphics that correspond to the second analytic operation are
displayed concurrently with the one or more added graphics
that correspond to the first analytic operation.

In accordance with some implementations, a method
executes at an electronic device with a display. For example,
the electronic device may be a smart phone, a tablet com-
puter, a notebook computer, or a desktop computer. The
method displays a chart, which includes visual marks that
represent a set of data and a first line and/or first band (e.g.,
statistical lines or bands, such as averages, medians with
quartiles, averages with predefined confidence intervals, box
plots, trend lines, totals, subtotals, and/or forecasts) based on
(e.g., calculated using) data in the set of data that corre-
sponds to the displayed visual marks. The method detects
one or more inputs that select a plurality (but less than all)
of the displayed visual marks in the chart. In response to
detecting the one or more inputs, the method displays a
second line and/or second band (e.g., analogous statistical
lines or bands to the first line and/or first band) based on
(e.g., calculated using) data in the set of data that corre-
sponds to the selected plurality of the displayed visual
marks. The method maintains display of the chart and the
first line and/or first band in the chart while the second line
and/or second band are displayed.

In some implementations, the one or more inputs are
detected on the displayed chart.

In some implementations, the one or more inputs include
a separate input on each visual mark (e.g., a finger tap
gesture or mouse click) in the plurality of the displayed
visual marks.

In some implementations, the one or more inputs used to
select the plurality of the displayed visual marks in the chart
are made with a selection box or lasso tool.

In some implementations, the first line and/or first band
displayed in the chart are calculated using data in the set of
data that correspond the displayed visual marks, indepen-
dent of whether or not a respective displayed visual mark is
selected, and the second line and/or second band displayed
in the chart are calculated in an analogous manner using just
data in the set of data that correspond to the selected
displayed visual marks. In some implementations, the sec-
ond line and/or second band is based on an original formula
(e.g. “average”) calculated for the selected marks, and the
scope of the second line and/or second band is inherited
from the scope of the first line and/or first band (e.g. table,
pane, or cell, as illustrated in some of the figures).

In some implementations, while displaying the chart, the
first line and/or first band, and the second line and/or second
band, the method detects one or more inputs that modity the
plurality of selected visual marks. For example, the inputs
may select additional displayed visual marks and/or deselect
displayed visual marks that were previously selected. In
response to detecting the one or more inputs, the method
modifies the second line and/or second band based on (e.g.,
calculated using) data in the set of data that corresponds to
the modified plurality of the displayed visual marks in the
chart that are selected and maintains display of the chart and
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the first line and/or first band in the chart. In some imple-
mentations, the second line and/or second band is recalcu-
lated and the updated second line and/or second band
displays in response to each selection event.

In some implementations, in response to detecting the one
or more inputs that select the plurality of the displayed visual
marks in the chart, the method displays a third line and/or
third band based on (e.g., calculated using) data in the set of
data that corresponds to displayed visual marks other than
the selected plurality of the displayed visual marks.

In some implementations, a third line and/or third band is
calculated based on the data that corresponds to visual marks
that are not selected. In some implementations, the third line
and/or third band is displayed concurrently with the first line
and/or first band and the second line and/or second band (not
shown).

In some implementations, the third line and/or third band
replaces the first line and/or first band, and is displayed
concurrently with the second line and/or second band (not
shown). For example, if the selected visual marks corre-
spond to suspect data points or outliers, then the third line
and/or third band (which excludes the suspect data points)
may be more informative than the first line and/or first band
(which includes the suspect data points).

In some implementations, in response to detecting the one
or more inputs that select the plurality of the displayed visual
marks in the chart, the method visually deemphasizes (e.g.,
by dimming) the first line and/or first band relative to the
second line and/or second band. In some implementations,
visually deemphasizing the first (original) line or band helps
the user to distinguish visually between the first (original)
line or band and the second (instant) line or band.

In some implementations, the second line is displayed
above the first line in a z-height order on the display (e.g.,
the elements in the graphical user interface can be thought
of'as “layers” coming out from the display, and the layers for
the z-height order).

In some implementations, the second band is displayed
above the first band in a z-height order on the display (e.g.,
layer ordering). In some implementations, the graphics in
the chart are drawn from top to bottom as follows: (top)
instant label, original label, instant line, original line, instant
band, original band (bottom).

Some implementations provide both drag and drop ana-
Iytics as well as adaptive analytics. In accordance with some
implementations, a method executes at an electronic device
with a display, concurrently displaying a chart that displays
visual marks (e.g., bars in a bar chart or geometric shapes
such as circles, squares, triangles, or other representations of
data points in a scatter plot) that represent a set of data and
a plurality of analytic icons. The method detects a first
portion of an input on a first analytic icon in the plurality of
analytic icons and in response, displays one or more option
icons that correspond to options for performing a first
analytic operation that corresponds to the first analytic icon.
The method also detects a second portion of the input on the
first analytic icon and in response, moves the first analytic
icon over a respective option icon in the one or more
displayed option icons such that the first analytic icon is over
the respective option icon immediately prior to ceasing to
detect the input. The method then adds a first line and/or first
band to the chart that correspond to the first analytic opera-
tion and a respective option that corresponds to the respec-
tive option icon. While displaying the chart and the first line
and/or first band, the method detects one or more inputs that
select a plurality of the displayed visual marks in the chart.
In response to detecting the one or more inputs, the method
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displays a second line and/or second band based on data in
the set of data that corresponds to the selected plurality of
the displayed visual marks and maintains display of the chart
and the first line and/or first band in the chart.

Implementations may provide drag and drop analytics,
adaptive analytics, or both. The descriptions above for
implementing these features individually apply as well when
these features are combined. Furthermore, implementations
may provide additional features, some of which are illus-
trated in the figures, including FIGS. 95-117.

In accordance with some implementations, a method
executes at an electronic device with a display. The method
concurrently displays a chart and a visual analytic object. In
some implementations, the chart is a bar chart, a line chart,
or a scatter plot. The chart displays visual marks represent-
ing a set of data, displayed in accordance with contents of a
plurality of displayed shelf regions. For example, some
implementations include a columns shelf region 120 and a
rows shelf region 122 as illustrated in FIG. 1. In addition,
some implementations include a filters shelf region 1392, a
color shelf region (or icon) 1394, a label shelf region (or
icon) 1396 and/or a tooltip shelf region (or icon) 1398, as
illustrated in FIG. 111. Each shelf region determines a
respective characteristic of the chart. For example, the rows
and columns self regions determine the rows and columns
for displayed visual graphics, the color shelf region deter-
mines how colors are assigned to marks (if at all), and so on.

The method displays the visual analytic object superim-
posed on the chart. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 101,
the visual analytic object 1346 is superimposed on the visual
graphic 1356. The visual analytic object corresponds to a
first analytic operation applied to the set of data displayed in
the chart as visual marks. For example, the visual analytic
object 1346 in FIG. 101, is computed as a average of the
values for the bars in the chart.

The method detects a first portion of an input on top of the
visual analytic object (e.g., clicking, performing a mouse
down, touching the display, or tapping the display). In
response, the method displays a moveable icon correspond-
ing to the visual analytic object while maintaining display of
the visual analytic object. For example, in FIG. 100, the
moveable icon 1350 corresponds to the average line 1346,
and the average line 1346 remains displayed as the move-
able icon 1350 is moved.

The method detects a second portion of the input on the
moveable icon (e.g., a “dragging” input) and in response,
moves the moveable icon over a first shelf region of the
plurality of shelf regions such that the moveable icon is over
the first shelf region immediately prior to ceasing to detect
the input. For example, in FIG. 100, the user has moved the
moveable icon 1350 to the filters shelf region 1348.

When the input ceases to be detected, the method updates
the content of the first shelf region based on the first analytic
operation corresponding to the visual analytic object. For
example, after dragging the moveable icon 1350 to the filters
shelf region 1348 (as shown in FIG. 100), the user ceases the
drag operation (e.g., by releasing the mouse button), and the
filters shelf region 1348 is updated with a filter pill 1352 as
illustrated in FIG. 101.

The method then updates the chart in accordance with
updated content of the first shelf region. For example, in
FIG. 105, the user has dragged the moveable icon 1368 to
the color shelf region (or icon) 1370, and after the dragging
operation is complete, the chart is updated, as shown in FIG.
106, to show the bars in different colors. One color is used
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for the first set of bars 1376 that are greater than the average
and a second color is used for the second set of bars 1378
that are below the average.

In some implementations, the input is a drag and drop
operation.

In some implementations, an image is displayed on the
moveable icon that identifies the type of the visual analytic
object. For example, in FIG. 105, the moveable icon 1368
for the visual analytic object 1366 displays “Average Line.”

In some implementations, the visual analytic object is an
average line, a trend line, a median line, a constant reference
line, a distribution band, or a quartile band. Although many
of the examples provided herein use average line, the same
techniques apply to other types of lines (which may be
straight lines or curved lines, such as an exponential curve),
as well as some analytic bands (such as quartile bands or
confidence bands). For example, when an analytic band is
dropped on the filters shelf region, some implementations
create a filter based on which marks are inside or outside of
the band.

In some instances, updating the content of the first shelf
region based on the first analytic operation modifies a
formula for a data element in the first shelf region. This is
illustrated in FIG. 97, where the user modifies the original
data element (i.e., SUM(Total Emissions)) to create the
formula SUM(Total Emissions)-[Average Emissions]. This
is an example of modifying the formula for the data element
by adding to the formula a mathematical operator and a
reference to the analytic object.

In some implementations, updating the content of the first
shelf region using the first analytic operation comprises
placing in the first shelf region a data element whose formula
is based on the first analytic operation. This is illustrated in
FIGS. 101 and 106, where the new data elements 1352 and
1372 are created on the shelves.

In some implementations, the first shelf region is a color
encoding shelf, and updating the chart in accordance with
updated content of the first shelf region includes displaying
a first subset of the visual marks in a first color based on
positioning of the first set of visual marks in the chart
relative to the visual analytic object, and displaying the
remaining visual marks in a second color distinct from the
first color. This is illustrated in FIG. 106.

In some implementations, the first shelf region is a label
encoding shelf, and updating the chart in accordance with
updated content of the first shelf region includes displaying
labels for a first subset of the visual marks based on
positioning of the first set of visual marks in the chart
relative to the visual analytic object (e.g., similar to the
labels 1400 shown in FIG. 112).

In some implementations, the first shelf region is a filter
shelf, and updating the chart in accordance with updated
content of the first shelf region comprises displaying a first
subset of the visual marks based on positioning of the first
set of visual marks in the chart relative to the visual analytic
object, and filtering out the remaining visual marks from the
chart. This is illustrated in FIGS. 100-103. In some imple-
mentations, the visual analytic object is a line (such as the
average line 1346 in FIG. 101), which partitions the chart
into a first region and a second region. The first subset of
visual marks is the set of visual marks positioned in the first
region, as illustrated in FIG. 102.

In some implementations where the first shelf region is a
filter shelf, the method displays a quick filter box that
enables a user to select displaying display all of the visual
marks, displaying only the first subset of visual marks, or
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displaying only visual marks not in the first subset. This is
illustrated by the quick filter box 1354 in FIG. 101.

In accordance with some implementations, a method
executes at an electronic device with a display. The method
displays a chart that includes visual marks representing a set
of data, displayed in accordance with contents of a plurality
of displayed shelf regions. Each shelf region determines a
respective characteristic of the chart. The method detects
selection of a plurality of visual marks, as illustrated by the
selection 1382 in FIG. 108. In response to detecting selec-
tion of a plurality of visual marks, the method visually
emphasizes the selected plurality of visual marks, as illus-
trated in FIG. 108.

The method detects a first portion of an input on one of the
selected marks, and in response displays a moveable icon
corresponding to the selected visual marks while maintain-
ing display of the visual marks. This is illustrated by the
moveable icon 1384 in FIG. 111. The selected bars are still
displayed.

The method detects a second portion of the input on the
moveable icon; and in response, moves the moveable icon
over a first shelf region of the plurality of shelf regions such
that the moveable icon is over the first shelf region imme-
diately prior to ceasing to detect the input. This is illustrated
by the moveable icon 1384 in FIG. 111, which has been
moved over the filters shelf region 1392.

When the method ceases to detect the input, the method
updates the content of the first shelf region based on the
selected visual marks. This is analogous to the filter desig-
nation pill 1352 in FIG. 101. The method updates the chart
in accordance with updated content of the first shelf region.
For example, FIG. 112 illustrates updating the chart based
on dragging the selected set of visual marks to the label
shelf, creating labels 1400 for just the selected set of visual
marks.

In some implementations, the input comprises a drag and
drop operation.

In some implementations, an image is displayed on the
moveable icon that identifies the selected visual marks, as
illustrated by the moveable icon 1384 in FIG. 111.

In some implementations, updating the content of the first
shelf region based on the selected visual marks includes
placing in the first shelf region a group data element whose
elements are the selected visual marks. This is illustrated by
the group data element (pill) 1412 in FIG. 115. In some
implementations, updating the chart in accordance with
updated content of the first shelf region comprises subdi-
viding the chart into two separate charts, wherein one of the
separate charts includes the visual marks from the selected
visual marks and the other separate chart includes all visual
marks other than the selected visual marks. This is illustrated
by the two panes 1414 and 1416 in FIG. 115.

In some implementations, the first shelf region is a color
encoding shelf, and wherein updating the chart in accor-
dance with updated content of the first shelf region com-
prises displaying the selected visual marks in a first color,
and displaying the remaining visual marks in a second color
distinct from the first color. This is illustrated in FIG. 113.

In some implementations, the first shelf region is a label
encoding shelf, and wherein updating the chart in accor-
dance with updated content of the first shelf region com-
prises displaying labels for the selected visual marks and not
displaying labels for visual marks not selected. This is
illustrated in FIG. 112.

In some implementations, the first shelf region is a filter
shelf, and updating the chart in accordance with updated
content of the first shelf region includes displaying only the
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selected visual marks and filtering out the remaining visual
marks from the chart. This is analogous to the filtering
example illustrated in FIGS. 100-103. In some implemen-
tations, the method displays a quick filter box that enables a
user to select displaying display all of the visual marks,
displaying only the selected visual marks, or displaying only
visual marks not included in the selected visual marks. This
is analogous to the filtering example illustrated in FIGS.
100-103.

Thus methods, systems, and graphical user interfaces are
disclosed that provide data visualization analytic functions,
enabling a user to apply analytic functions quickly with a
drag and drop interface, and to quickly compare analytic
functions for a subset of data against analytic functions for
the entire data set. When analytic objects are created, they
can be dragged to other locations to create or modify other
elements. Similarly, displayed visual marks can be selected
and dragged to other locations to create or modify the
display.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a better understanding of the aforementioned systems,
methods, and graphical user interfaces, as well as additional
systems, methods, and graphical user interfaces that provide
data visualization analytics, reference should be made to the
Description of Implementations below, in conjunction with
the following drawings in which like reference numerals
refer to corresponding parts throughout the figures.

FIG. 1 illustrates a graphical user interface used in some
implementations.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a computing device accord-
ing to some implementations.

FIGS. 3-117 are screen shots illustrating various features
of some disclosed implementations.

Reference will now be made to implementations,
examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying
drawings. In the following description, numerous specific
details are set forth in order to provide a thorough under-
standing of the present invention. However, it will be
apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art that the present
invention may be practiced without requiring these specific
details.

DESCRIPTION OF IMPLEMENTATIONS

FIG. 1 illustrates a graphical user interface 100 in accor-
dance with some implementations. When the Data tab 114 is
selected, the user interface 100 displays a schema informa-
tion region 110, which is also referred to as a data pane. The
schema information region 110 provides named data ele-
ments (field names) that may be selected and used to build
a data visualization. In some implementations, the list of
field names is separated into a group of dimensions and a
group of measures (typically numeric quantities). Some
implementations also include a list of parameters. When the
Analytics tab 116 is selected, the user interface displays a list
of analytic functions instead of data elements, as illustrated
in FIG. 4 and many of the subsequent figures.

The graphical user interface 100 also includes a data
visualization region 112. The data visualization region 112
includes a plurality of shelf regions, such as a columns shelf
region 120 and a rows shelf region 122. These are also
referred to as the column shelf 120 and the row shelf 122.
As illustrated here, the data visualization region 112 also has
a large space for displaying a visual graphic. Because no
data elements have been selected yet, the space initially has
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no visual graphic. In some implementations, the data visu-
alization region 112 has multiple layers that are referred to
as sheets.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a computing device
200 that can display the graphical user interface 100 in
accordance with some implementations. Computing devices
200 include desktop computers, laptop computers, tablet
computers, and other computing devices with a display and
a processor capable of running a data visualization applica-
tion. A computing device 200 typically includes one or more
processing units/cores (CPUs) 202 for executing modules,
programs, and/or instructions stored in the memory 214 and
thereby performing processing operations; one or more
network or other communications interfaces 204; memory
214; and one or more communication buses 212 for inter-
connecting these components. The communication buses
212 may include circuitry that interconnects and controls
communications between system components. A computing
device 200 includes a user interface 206 comprising a
display device 208 and one or more input devices or
mechanisms 210. In some implementations, the input
device/mechanism includes a keyboard; in some implemen-
tations, the input device/mechanism includes a “soft” key-
board, which is displayed as needed on the display device
208, enabling a user to “press keys” that appear on the
display 208. In some implementations, the display 208 and
input device/mechanism 210 comprise a touch screen dis-
play (also called a touch sensitive display).

In some implementations, the memory 214 includes high-
speed random access memory, such as DRAM, SRAM,
DDR RAM or other random access solid state memory
devices. In some implementations, the memory 214 includes
non-volatile memory, such as one or more magnetic disk
storage devices, optical disk storage devices, flash memory
devices, or other non-volatile solid state storage devices. In
some implementations, the memory 214 includes one or
more storage devices remotely located from the CPU(s) 202.
The memory 214, or alternately the non-volatile memory
device(s) within the memory 214, comprises a non-transi-
tory computer readable storage medium. In some implemen-
tations, the memory 214, or the computer readable storage
medium of the memory 214, stores the following programs,
modules, and data structures, or a subset thereof:

an operating system 216, which includes procedures for
handling various basic system services and for per-
forming hardware dependent tasks;

a communications module 218, which is used for con-
necting the computing device 200 to other computers
and devices via the one or more communication net-
work interfaces 204 (wired or wireless) and one or
more communication networks, such as the Internet,
other wide area networks, local area networks, metro-
politan area networks, and so on;

a web browser 220 (or other client application), which
enables a user to communicate over a network with
remote computers or devices;

a data visualization application 222, which provides a
graphical user interface 100 for a user to construct
visual graphics. A user selects one or more data sources
240 (which may be stored on the computing device 200
or stored remotely), selects data fields from the data
source(s), and uses the selected fields to define a visual
graphic. In some implementations, the information the
user provides is stored as a visual specification 228.
The data visualization application 222 includes a data
visualization generation module 226, which takes the
user input (e.g., the visual specification 228), and
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generates a corresponding visual graphic (also referred
to as a “data visualization” or a “data viz”). The data
visualization application 222 then displays the gener-
ated visual graphic in the user interface 100. In some
implementations, the data visualization application 222
executes as a standalone application (e.g., a desktop
application). In some implementations, the data visu-
alization application 222 executes within the web
browser 220 or another application; and

zero or more databases or data sources 240 (e.g., a first

data source 240-1 and a second data source 240-2),
which are used by the data visualization application
222. In some implementations, the data sources can be
stored as spreadsheet files, CSV files, XML files, or flat
files, or stored in a relational database.

Each of the above identified executable modules, appli-
cations, or set of procedures may be stored in one or more
of the previously mentioned memory devices, and corre-
sponds to a set of instructions for performing a function
described above. The above identified modules or programs
(i.e., sets of instructions) need not be implemented as
separate software programs, procedures, or modules, and
thus various subsets of these modules may be combined or
otherwise re-arranged in various implementations. In some
implementations, the memory 214 may store a subset of the
modules and data structures identified above. Furthermore,
the memory 214 may store additional modules or data
structures not described above.

Although FIG. 2 shows a computing device 200, FIG. 2
is intended more as functional description of the various
features that may be present rather than as a structural
schematic of the implementations described herein. In prac-
tice, and as recognized by those of ordinary skill in the art,
items shown separately could be combined and some items
could be separated.

FIGS. 3-117 illustrate various features of some disclosed
implementations.

FIG. 3 shows a graphical user interface 100 for exploring
a data set using visual graphics. In this example, the under-
lying data provides information about carbon dioxide emis-
sions for various countries. In this example, each column
represents a year, as shown by the YEAR(date) data element
in the columns shelf region 1006. For each year, the height
of each mark in the graphs is specified by the data element
SUM(Total Emissions) in the rows shelf region 1008. In this
example, the data is filtered to shown only China and the
United States, with color encoding to distinguish them. This
line chart includes a China line 1002 that represents the total
carbon dioxide emissions in China, and a United States line
1004, representing the total carbon dioxide emissions in the
United States. At this time the visual graphic is displaying
the data visually, but no analytic operations have been
applied.

In FIG. 4, the user has selected the Analytics tab 1010, and
thus the interface 100 displays analytic operations. In some
implementations, the analytic operations are grouped
together. In the illustrated implementation, there is a first
group 1012 of analytic operations that can be used to
summarize the data in various ways. As illustrated here, the
“Summarize” group includes: constant lines (e.g., a hori-
zontal line with a fixed value); average lines (e.g., a line
whose height is the average height of the individual data
points); an analytic operation that includes both a median
value and quartiles; box plots; and totals.

In some implementations, there is a second group 1014 of
analytic operations that perform statistical modeling. In
some implementations, the “Model” group 1014 includes an
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analytic operation to show both an average line and a 95%
confidence interval, an analytic operation to compute a trend
line (a regression line), and an analytic operation to compute
a forecast line. In some implementations, a forecast line is
implemented by extending a trend line on a temporal axis.

Some implementations also provide a third group 1016 of
custom analytic operations, which may be reference lines,
reference bands, or distribution bands. When used, the user
can specify various parameters of the custom reference
analytics.

In some implementations, analytic operations that are not
currently applicable are dimmed, grayed out, displayed in a
different color and/or otherwise de-emphasized.

The analytic operators available on the Analytics tab are
displayed as selectable icons or “pills.” The term “pill” is
sometimes used because of the pill shape displayed when an
analytic operator icon is selected or dragged in some imple-
mentations.

FIG. 5 illustrates that a user has selected the trend line
icon 1018, and is dragging the trend line icon 1018 to the
drop spot 1020. In this implementation, the drop spot
appeared when the user dragged the icon 1018 from the
analytic pane. The drop spot 1020 includes four option
icons, each representing a different type of trend line. In this
example, the four options include both labels (“Linear,”
“Logarithmic,” etc.) as well as visual graphics that illustrate
the trend line options. The user can select which type of
trend line to create by dropping the trend line pill 1018 on
the appropriate option icon. During the drag operation, the
China line 1022 and United States line 1024 in the visual
graphic have been dimmed.

In FIG. 6, the user has selected the average line icon 1026,
and is dragging the average line icon 1026 to the drop spot
1028. This drop spot appeared when the user dragged the
average line icon 1026 away from the analytic pane. The
drop spot 1028 includes three option icons, which provide
three different ways that average lines may be applied. In
this case, the options are: a single average line for the entire
table, an average line for each pane, or an average line for
each cell. In this example there is only one pane, but in some
instances a data visualization is subdivided into two or more
panes (like a window for a house). For example, in FIG. 33
there are two panes 1116 and 1118. When there are multiple
panes, the user can choose to have a separate average line for
each pane. A “cell” here is an individual data point, so
creating an average line for each cell would produce a small
horizontal line for each year. An example of this is shown in
FIG. 89.

In some instances, an analytic operation can be applied to
the data visualization based on two or more different data
elements, such as creating a horizontal average line for one
data element or a vertical average line for a different data
element. This is sometimes referred to as a multi-axis or
multi-measure scenario. In FIG. 6, both of the axes use a
numeric quantity (Year(Date) for the x-axis and SUM(Total
Emissions) for the y-axis). To address which reference
object(s) to create, some implementations provide a list
region 1029 that identifies each of the choices. In this
example, if the user wants both average lines (horizontal and
vertical), the user can use the drop targets in the main drop
area 1028. However, if the user wants only one of the
choices, the user can drop the average line pill 1026 onto one
of the individual drop boxes in the list region 1029. The list
region is a two-dimensional grid because the user must
choose an option that identifies both the data element (Year
(Date) or SUM(Total Emissions)) as well as a scope (table,
pane, or cell).
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In some implementations, the list region 1029 illustrated
in FIG. 6 has more than two data elements because a user
may place two or more data elements on the columns shelf
120 or the rows shelf 122. For example, the user could
include both SUM(Total Emissions) as well as SUM(Vehicle
Emissions) on the rows shelf 122, creating a data visualiza-
tion with two vertical panes (one showing Total Emissions
by year and the other showing Vehicle Emissions by year).
In this example, when dragging the average line pill 1026,
there would be three data elements in the list region 1029.

The list region 1029 illustrated here applies to other
analytic operations as well when they can apply to more than
one axis and/or more than one data element. Analytic
operations are generally available only for numeric data
elements (e.g., measures), so the analytic operations that can
be applied depend on the data types of the data elements
placed in the columns shelf 120 and the rows shelf 122.

In FIG. 7, the user has selected the totals icon 1030, and
is dragging the totals icon 1030 to the totals drop location
1032, which appeared in the data visualization region once
the totals icon was dragged from the analytics pane. As
illustrated in this example, there are three totals option icons.
The first option (“Sub Totals™) is dimmed to show that it is
not available. The other two icon options can be used to
generate grand totals by column or by row.

FIG. 8 illustrates linear trend lines. This is displayed after
the user drops the trend line icon 1018 into the drop location
1020 on top of the “Linear” option icon. Because the graphic
displays separate lines for China and for the United States,
a separate trend line is created for each. Specifically, the
United States trend line 1036 and the China trend line 1034
show the trends in usage for the two countries.

As illustrated in FIG. 9, some implementations display a
tooltip box 1038 when a user hovers (e.g., leaving the cursor
at the same location for a predefined period of time, such as
a second) over an analytic element (e.g., the trend line 1036
here). The tooltip box 1038 for an analytic element can
provide information about the analytic element, such as a
formula.

FIG. 10 illustrates that some implementations allow a user
to edit a trend line or other analytic object. In some imple-
mentations, a user can initiate editing an analytic object by
double clicking on it, or by selecting the object and using a
context sensitive menu (e.g., using a right click). When
editing is initiated, the user interface 100 brings up an edit
box 1040, such as the one illustrated in FIG. 10.

Some implementations allow a user to drag a trend line
1042 (or other analytic object), as illustrated in FIG. 11. The
user can drag the existing analytic object 1042 to the drop
spot 1044, and select a different option for the analytic
object (e.g., select a different type of trend line).

As illustrated in FIGS. 12 and 13, a user can drag a
constant line (such as the constant line 1046) to a different
location, which results in displaying a new constant line
1048 with a different constant value.

FIGS. 14-17 illustrate editing properties of an average
line. Like other analytic objects, a user can bring up an edit
box 1050 by double clicking on it, using a context sensitive
menu, using a pull down menu, or using a toolbar icon. In
this case, the average line computes the average of the sum
of total emissions, as illustrated in the value box 1052. In
some implementations, the user can edit the expression
1054. As illustrated in FIG. 16, some implementations allow
a user to drop a data element pill 1056 into the value box
1054 to edit the expression. In this case, the user is changing
the average from total emissions to just emissions from
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vehicles. The resulting average line 1058 is displayed in
FIG. 17. The user is hovering over this line, so the tooltip
1060 displays.

In FIG. 18, the user has switched to a bar chart 1062 to
display the carbon dioxide emissions data, and has removed
the filter so that the data is displayed for more countries. In
this case, there is a single bar for each country, representing
the average total emissions for that country.

FIG. 19 illustrates a dialog box 1064 for creating a custom
analytic operation. When the user saves this custom analytic
operation, it appears as a custom analytic icon 1070 in the
analytics pane 1068, as illustrated in FIG. 20. Once this
analytic operation is defined, the user can apply it, as
illustrated in FIG. 21. When this is applied to the graphic in
FIG. 18, a distribution band 1066 is displayed.

FIGS. 22-36 are a sequence of screen shots that illustrate
using analytic functionality for a bar graph. In FIG. 22, the
user has the Data tab 1072 open, displaying a set 1074 of
data fields (field name or aliases). In FIG. 23, the user has
selected the Analytics tab 1076, and a corresponding set of
analytic operators 1078 display for user selection. In FIG.
24, the user selects the Constant Reference Line pill 1080,
and begins dragging the pill to the drop location 1082. In
some implementations, a constant reference line has only
one option icon (e.g., “Table”). In some implementations,
when there is only a single option, the user can drop the
analytic pill 1080 directly onto the visual graphic to create
the analytic object (e.g., the constant reference line here). In
FIG. 25, the user has brought the reference line icon 1080
over the Table option icon 1084, which is highlighted to
indicate that the pill may be dropped at this location.

Once the reference line icon 1080 is dropped, the refer-
ence line 1086 is created, as illustrated in FIG. 26. In some
implementations, an edit box 1088 is displayed immediately
so that the user can edit the values that were populated by
default. In some implementations, a user has to take an
action to bring up the edit box 1088 (e.g., double clicking on
the reference line 1086). In the illustrated implementation,
the default value 0.17 was selected based on the value of the
first vertical bar, but other implementations use other default
values (e.g., an average of the values). In this implementa-
tion, the default value 0.17 is also used as the default label
for the new constant reference line.

In FIG. 27, the user uses the editor 1088 to change the
constant line value to 0.35 in the value box 1092, and
changes the label to “Goal: 35%” in the label box 1094. In
some implementations, the changes take effect immediately
(e.g., by pressing ENTER or moving to a different control in
the edit box 1088), resulting in display of an updated
constant reference line 1090. In some implementations, the
modified reference line 1090 is displayed only after the user
chooses to apply the changes (e.g., using an Apply button)
or closes the edit box 1088.

In FIG. 28, the user has closed the edit box 1088, and
selected another analytic operator, which is an average
reference line icon 1096. As shown in FIG. 29, as soon as the
user begins to drag the icon 1098, the drop spot 1100 appears
in the data visualization region. In FIG. 30, the user has
dragged the average reference line icon 1098 toward the
drop location 1100, and may choose between the three
option icons 1102, 1104, and 1106. As noted earlier, the
Table option 1102 is used to create one average line for the
entire table, the Pane option 1104 is used to create a separate
average line for each pane, and the Cell option 1106 is used
to create a separate average line for each data mark (e.g.,
each bar). In the data visualization displayed in FIG. 30,
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there is only one pane, so the Table option 1102 and the Pane
option 1104 would produce the same result.

In FIG. 31, the reference line icon 1098 is over the
highlighted Table option 1108, indicating that the reference
line icon 1098 may be dropped. FIG. 32 illustrates that the
average reference line 1110 has been created. The height is
the average of the bar heights. Also shown in FIG. 32 is the
filter 1112, which has been used to limit the data to a specific
time span.

In FIG. 33, the user has removed the filter 1112, but placed
a trial date grouping 1114 on the columns shelf 120. The
grouping just placed on the columns shelf 120 splits the trial
dates into dates before “provisioning” was applied and dates
after provisioning was applied (labeled “AutoProvision” in
FIG. 33). This creates a first pane 1118 and a second pane
1116.

In FIG. 34, the user is dragging an analytic icon 1120 for
median with 95% confidence interval to the drop spot 1122,
which has the three option icons Table, Pane, and Cell. In
FIG. 35, the user has placed the analytic icon 1120 over the
Pane option icon 1124, which is highlighted. After dropping
the analytic icon 1120 onto the Pane option icon, the visual
graphic in FIG. 36 includes a median 1126 for the “No
Provisioning” pane 1118, and a separate median 1130 for the
“AutoProvision” pane 1116. The analytic icon 1120 also
provides a 95% confidence interval, so the “No Provision-
ing” pane 1118 has a 95% confidence interval 1128 that is
independent of the 95% confidence interval 1132 for the
“AutoProvision” pane 1116.

FIGS. 37-50 illustrate several analytic features. FIG. 37
shows a bar graph based on data elements selected from the
data pane 1134. In FIG. 38, the user has selected the
Analytics pane 1136, and selected the “Quartiles with
Median” analytic icon 1138 within the Analytics pane 1136.
The user drags the analytic icon pill 1144 to the drop area
1140, and places the analytic icon 1144 over the “Table”
option icon 1142. Once the analytic icon 1144 is dropped,
the median 1146 and quartiles 1148 are displayed with the
data visualization, as illustrated in FIG. 40.

In FIG. 41, the user has used the cursor 1152 to create a
selection region 1150, which selects the tallest bar 1158 and
the second tallest bar 1160, as illustrated in FIG. 42. These
two bars are highlighted to show their selection, whereas the
remaining bar marks are dimmed. The previous median 1146
and previous quartiles 1148 are still shown (although
dimmed), but a separate median 1154 and separate quartiles
1156 are shown that have been computed for the selected
data.

In FIG. 43, the user has selected the addition bar 1166, and
thus a new median 1162 and new quartile bands 1164 are
displayed, corresponding to the three selected bars.

In FIG. 44, the user is viewing the same bar chart as in
FIGS. 37-43, but chooses the average line analytic icon 1168
instead. In FIG. 45, the user has moved the analytic icon
1170 for the Average line to the drop area 1172, and
positioned it over the Table option icon 1174. After dropping
the analytic icon 1170 onto the Table option icon 1174, the
average line 1176 displays, as illustrated in FIG. 46. As
illustrated in FIG. 46, some implementations display a
tooltip 1180 for visual bars (e.g., the bar marks here) when
the cursor 1178 is over (or near) one of the marks.

In FIG. 47, the user has selected the tall bar 1182, and thus
a new average line 1184 is displayed for the selected set.
Because there is only one bar selected, the average line
exactly matches the height of the one selected bar. In FIG.
48, the user has selected a second bar 1186, and thus the
average line 1188 calculated for the selected two bar marks
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is displayed. In FIG. 49, a third bar 1190 is selected, so the
average line 1192 calculated for the three selected lines is
displayed. In FIG. 50, additional bar marks 1194 are
selected, and the average line 1196 is redrawn based on the
selection. Any time the selected set of marks changes, the
computed average line for the selected subset is immediately
updated, but the original average line 1176 remains dis-
played. Immediate updates occur without additional user
input and within a short period of time (e.g., less than a
second)

FIGS. 51-60 illustrate the use of adaptive analytics for a
scatter plot. In FIG. 51, a scatter plot is displayed based on
the selected data source. The user has selected the trend line
analytic icon 1198. In FIG. 52, the user has dragged the trend
line icon 1204 to the drop spot 1200, and placed the icon
1204 over the Table option icon 1202. When the user drops
the icon 1204 onto the Table option icon 1202, the data
visualization application creates and displays the trend line
1206 (regression line) for the data. There is only one trend
line 1206 for the entire graphic table. In FIG. 54, the user
creates a selection rectangle 1208 (e.g., by clicking and
dragging with the cursor) to select a subset of the data marks.
Once the selection is complete, the data visualization appli-
cation displays a second trend line 1210 for just the selected
subset of marks, as illustrated in FIG. 55. The second trend
line is displayed while maintaining display of the first trend
line 1206 (which is dimmed or otherwise de-emphasized in
some implementations). The user can modify the selected set
of points (e.g., by clicking on additional marks), and the
display of the second trend line 1210 adapts to the updated
selection as the selection occurs (e.g., in a fraction of a
second).

In FIG. 56, the user has selected the average line analytic
icon 1212, and in FIG. 5, the user has dragged the average
line analytic icon 1218 to the drop spot 1214 and placed it
over the Pane option icon 1216. Note that there is only one
pane in FIG. 57, so the Pane option would produce the same
results as selecting the Table option. After dropping the
analytic icon 1218, two average lines 1220 and 1222 are
displayed, as illustrated in FIG. 58. Because the scatter plot
has measures along both the x-axis and the y-axis, the
horizontal average line 1220 represents the average of the
y-values, and the vertical average line 1222 represents the
average of the x-values. Note that a single drop operation
created both of the average lines.

In FIG. 59, the user has selected a subset of the marks
using a selection rectangle 59 (e.g., by dragging the cursor).
In response, the data visualization application creates and
displays the analytic objects for the selected subset, as
illustrated in FIG. 60. While maintaining display of the
original trend line 1206 and the original average lines 1220
and 1222 (all dimmed), the data visualization application
displays a second trend line 1230 for the selected set of
marks, as well as a horizontal average line 1226 and a
vertical average line 1228.

As illustrated by FIGS. 55 and 60, when the user selects
a subset of the marks, the data visualization application
creates and displays analytic elements for the selected subset
using the same analytic operations that are already applied
to the full set of data. The user does not have to re-select the
analytic operations.

FIGS. 61-70 illustrate the use of adaptive analytics for a
line chart. In FIG. 61 the user has selected data elements to
form a line chart. As can be seen, the wide swings in monthly
profits do not follow a simple pattern. To determine if there
is an overall trend, the user selects the trend line analytic
icon 1232 in FIG. 62. In FIG. 63, the user has dragged the
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trend line icon 1238 to the drop spot 1234 and placed it over
the “Linear” option icon 1236. When the user drops the trend
line analytic icon 1238 on the option icon 1236, the trend
line 1240 is displayed, as illustrated in FIG. 64. This shows
that the monthly profits are increasing overall.

The user notices that there are spikes at the end of each
year, and wonders about the trend for just those year-end
points. In FIG. 65, the user selects the year-end points 1242
(e.g., using SHIFT+click or CTRL+click). As each of the
points 1242 is selected, an updated second trend line for the
selection is displayed (not illustrated here). When all four
points 1242 are selected, the second trend line 1244 appears
as illustrated in FIG. 66. The original trend line 1240 is still
displayed as well. By seeing both the overall trend 1240 as
well as the spike trend 1244, the user can see that the spikes
are growing even faster than the overall trend.

In FIG. 67, the user has decided to model the data with an
exponential trend line. The user has dragged the trend line
analytic icon 1248 over the exponential option icon 1246.
This results in displaying an exponential trend line 1250, as
illustrated in FI1G. 68. The user wants to compare the overall
trend to the trend within a single year, and uses a selection
rectangle 1252, as illustrated in FIG. 69. Once selected, a
second exponential trend line 1254 is displayed for the
selected marks, as illustrated in FIG. 70. The exponential
growth within the selection is much greater than the overall
growth because it does not account for the significant drop
off at the end of each year.

FIGS. 71-92 illustrate analytic functionality on a line
chart that has been split into multiple panes. In these figures,
the data has been split into separate panes based on region
(the columns shelf 120 includes both Region and YEAR
(Order Date)).

In FIG. 71, the user has selected the analytic icon 1256 for
95% confidence interval with average. In FIG. 72, the user
places the analytic icon 1260 over the Pane option icon 1258
in the drop spot 1256, and drops the analytic icon. Because
the Pane option was selected, FIG. 73 illustrates that there is
separate analytic data displayed for each of the panes. For
example, the fourth pane 1266 has its own average line 1262
and 95% confidence interval 1264.

In FIG. 74, the user drags the trend line analytic icon 1268
toward the drop spot 1270, and in FIG. 75 drops the analytic
icon 1268 onto the linear option icon 1272. FIG. 76 shows
the separate trend lines for each of the panes, including the
fourth trend line 1274 for the fourth pane 1266. Note that
separate trend lines for each pane are created and displayed
automatically because trend lines could not meaningfully
span the panes.

In FIGS. 77 and 78, the user selects the trend line analytic
icon 1276 again, but drops it onto the exponential option
icon 1278 instead, resulting in exponential trend lines, as
illustrated in FIG. 79. The trend line 1280 for the second
pane shows a little exponential curvature, but the exponen-
tial trend lines are not much different from the linear trend
lines shown in FIG. 76.

In FIG. 80, the user has selected the trend line analytic
icon again, and drops it onto the polynomial option icon
1282, creating the polynomial trend lines displayed in FIG.
81. For some of the panes the polynomial trend line better
matches the data, such as the polynomial trend line 1284 for
the second pane. In some implementations, the default
degree for a polynomial trend line is three (i.e., fit using a
cubic polynomial).

In FIG. 82, the user has selected the analytic icon 1286 for
95% confidence interval with average. In FIGS. 83 and 84,
the user drags the analytic icon 1288 to the drop spot 1290,
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and drops the icon 1288 onto the Table option icon 1292. As
illustrated in FIG. 85, this creates and displays a single
average line 1294 and 95% confidence interval 1296 for all
of the data.

In FIG. 86, the user has selected the trend line analytic
icon again, and drags it to the Pane option icon 1298. As
illustrated in FIG. 87, this creates and displays a separate
average line and a separate confidence interval for each of
the panes, including the fourth average line 1302 and the
fourth confidence interval 1304 for the fourth pane 1300.

In FIG. 88, the user has selected the analytic icon for 95%
confidence interval with average again, and is dropping it
onto the Cell option icon 1306. This creates and displays a
separate average line and a separate confidence interval for
each mark. Because each mark is a single point, the “aver-
age” for a single point is the value at that point. The averages
are thus displayed as short line segments, such as the last two
segments 1310 and 1308. Applying a 95% confidence inter-
val to a single point is not particularly meaningful.

In FIGS. 90 and 91, the user has selected the analytic icon
1312 for quartiles with median, and drops the analytic icon
1312 onto the Pane option icon 1314. The data visualization
application thus creates and displays a separate median and
separate quartile bands for each pane, including the fourth
median 1318 and the fourth quartile bands 1320 in the fourth
pane 1316.

FIG. 93 illustrates the analytic operators that are available
in some implementations. In some implementations, the
analytic operators are grouped as illustrated here. In some
implementations, some of the analytic operators combine
basic analytic functions that are commonly used together
(e.g., median plus quartiles, average plus 95% confidence
interval).

FIG. 94 illustrates the option selection icons that are
available in some implementations in the drop area when a
user selects the totals analytic icon.

FIGS. 95-117 further illustrate how some implementa-
tions treat displayed marks and analytic objects as interac-
tive elements that can be dragged to various parts of the user
interface to build new objects, edit calculations, modify
display parameters and encodings, and many other ways. A
visual object in a data visualization is not just to look at—it
is a functional element of the user interface. These figures
are based on a data set for carbon dioxide emissions, which
was also used above in FIGS. 3-21.

FIG. 95 shows average total carbon dioxide emissions for
each country, and the countries are grouped into three
categories. This layout has been selected by placing the data
element AVG(Total Emissions) on the columns shelf 120,
and placing the Ranked Countries grouping 1322 and Coun-
try Name on the rows shelf 122. The grouping has created
three panes 1324, 1326, and 1328 vertically. The user has
added average reference lines per pane, including the first
reference line 1330 for the first pane 1324, the second
reference line 1332 for the second pane 1326, and the third
reference line 1334 for the third pane 1328.

In some implementations, a user can edit data elements to
create ad hoc calculations or formulas. In FIG. 96, the user
has opened the data element pill 1336 for editing. In some
implementations, a user can open the pill 1336 for editing by
double clicking on the pill. In other implementations, open-
ing the pill can be accomplished in other ways as well, such
as using a context sensitive menu, a drop down menu, or a
toolbar icon. On touch screen devices, one or more finger
gestures can open the pill 1336 for editing.

The user wants to compute a residual value for each
country, which is the difference between the emissions for
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the country and the average for the ranked countries. In this
case, the user is interested in the residuals within each
ranked group. The averages are displayed visually in the
screen as the average lines, so visually the user wants to
subtract the average line from the bars.

FIG. 97 illustrates how the user can subtract the average
line from the bar lengths. As shown in FIG. 97, the user has
edited the expression in the pill 1336 by typing in a minus
sign 1338. Then the user drags the average line to pill 1336
as well. While dragging, the average line object is displayed
as a pill 1340, and the average lines on the visual graphic
(e.g., average line 1330) remain displayed.

Once the expression in the pill 1336 is saved or applied,
the data visualization is regenerated and redisplayed as
illustrated in FIG. 98. The average lines are still displayed as
before, but the bars extend to the right or left of the origin
line 1344 depending on whether the country’s emissions are
above or below the average. Note that the lower axis and
label 1345 have been modified to shift the axis and provide
an accurate label. In this implementation, the average lines
are displayed at locations according to their values, but in
some implementations the average lines are shifted to the
origin line 1344 to illustrate visually that the bars are
displaying the amount above or below the average lines.

FIG. 99 is a simple bar chart with a single pane, and the
user has created an average line 1346. In FIG. 100, the user
drags the average line 1346 toward the filter shelf 1348.
When dragged, the average line is displayed as a pill 1350,
and the visual average line 1346 remains displayed. Once
the average line pill 1350 is dropped on the filter shelf, it
creates a filter 1352. The details of the filter 1352 are
displayed as a filter selection box 1354. The filter can be
used to select which countries are displayed, either all
countries (the default selection), just the countries whose
emissions are above the reference average, or just the
countries below the reference average. When initially cre-
ated, the default is to include all of the countries, as
illustrated by the visual graphic 1356.

In FIG. 102, the user has used the filter selection box 1354
to select the “Above Reference Line” option 1358, and the
visual graphic 1360 is updated to display just the countries
whose emissions are above the average. The reference line
1346 remains displayed, but there are only five countries that
are displayed.

In FIG. 103, the user has used the filter selection box 1354
to select the “Below Reference Line” option 1362, and the
visual graphic 1364 is updated to display just the countries
whose emissions are below the average. The average line
1346 is displayed. In some implementations, the visual
graphic 1364 expands to use the visual space and provide
finer detail (e.g., the bar for India in FIG. 103 extends much
further to the right than the corresponding bar for India in
FIG. 101).

In some implementations, various visual encodings can be
specified on the Marks shelf 1367. Visual encodings can
define what colors are used for the marks, the size of the
marks, labels for the marks, or what data is included in
tooltips for the marks. Analytic objects, such as average
lines, can be dragged to the marks shelf to create various
useful encodings.

In FIG. 104, the user has added an average line 1366 to
a bar chart that represents the total carbon dioxide emissions
for each country. In FIG. 105, the user drags the average line
to the color encoding shelf (or icon) 1370. While dragged,
the average line is displayed as a pill 1368.

In FIG. 106, the average line is now used for color
encoding. In this example, countries whose emissions are
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above the average are displayed in one color, as shown by
the upper five bars 1376, and the countries whose emissions
are below the average are displayed in a second color, as
illustrated by the lower bars 1378. The Marks shelf 1367
now includes a color encoding designator 1372 and a color
encoding legend 1374. In some implementations, the color
encoding legend 1374 is editable, so the user can specify
what colors to use.

As illustrated above, analytic objects that are displayed in
a data visualization may be dragged to various locations in
the interface, and used to build formulas, create or modify
encodings, and so on. Like analytic objects, visual marks can
be dragged to various locations in the user interface. Rather
than viewing visual marks as a just an output of a data
visualization process, implementations enable a user to use
visual marks as part of an interactive process to modify or
refine what is displayed. FIGS. 107-115 illustrate some ways
that implementations allow a user to use the visual marks.

In FIG. 107, the user has created a bar graph, as indicated
by the bar selection 1380 in the mark selector control 1381.
In FIG. 108, the user selects three of the marks 1382, which
are highlighted to indicate the selection. In some implemen-
tations, the unselected marks are shown dimmed.

In FIGS. 109A and 109B, the user drags the selected
marks to create or update a defined set. Some implementa-
tions allow a user to interact with a set like any other
dimension field, essentially creating a new field. When the
marks are dragged, they are displayed as a pill 1384. In some
implementations, the pill 1384 includes a label that indicates
one or more of the marks that are selected. In FIG. 109A, the
user drags the pill 1384 to the “Create Set” selection box
1386, thereby creating a new set. The user will then be
prompted to name the set. In FIG. 109B, the user drags the
pill 1384 to an existing set 1388 named “Top Countries,”
thereby adding the elements to the set.

FIG. 110 illustrates that the selected marks can be used to
construct a group, which can be used when multiple values
should be grouped together for reporting. In this case,
dragging the pill 1384 (representing the United States,
China, and the Russian Federation) to the Create Group box
1390 creates a new group that contains these three countries.
When this group is used later, these three countries will be
consolidated into a single record. Groups are commonly
used when a data set has inconsistent naming within a
dimension. For example, consider a data set that includes
addresses for people, and the state names include “Califor-
nia,” “Calif,” and “CA.” When creating a data visualization
that summarizes data for each state, the data shows these as
three different states. The user can select the marks for these
three, and drag them to the Create Group box, thereby
creating a single state that includes all these variations.
Subsequent visualizations thus show a single state.

FIG. 111 illustrates that the selected marks (as illustrated
by the pill 1384) can be dragged to the filters shelf 1392. In
some implementations, when a collection of marks is
dragged to the filters shelf, an include/exclude filter is
created, which is similar to the filter selection box 1354
shown in FIG. 101. From an analogous filter selection box,
the user can select to include all countries, only countries
that are in the collection of marks (i.e., the United States,
China, and the Russian Federation), or only countries that
are not in the collection of marks (i.e., all countries except
the United States, China, or the Russian Federation).

The marks shelf includes icons or sub-shelves for color
1394, labels 1396, and tooltips 1398. As illustrated in FIG.
112, if the pill 1384 for the three countries is dropped onto
the label icon 1396, labels 1400 are displayed for just the
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three identified countries. If the user drops the pill 1384 for
these three countries onto the color icon 1394, the bars for
the selected countries are displayed in a different color, as
illustrated in FIG. 113. The selected bars 1406 are displayed
in one color and the remaining bars 1408 are displayed in a
different color. In some implementations, the Marks shelf
1367 now includes a color encoding designator 1402 and a
color encoding legend 1404. In some implementations, the
color encoding legend 1404 is editable, so the user can
specify what colors to use.

Ifthe pill 1384 for the selected countries is dropped on the
Tooltip icon 1398 on the Marks shelf, some implementations
include the data for these selected countries in the tooltips,
which can be useful for comparing the emissions of each
country. This is illustrated in FIG. 114. The user has hovered
the cursor over the bar for Poland, so the tooltip 1410
displays the emissions data for Poland. In addition, the
tooltip includes the emissions data for the United States,
China, and the Russian Federation.

In FIG. 115, the user has dragged the pill 1384 for the
three selected countries to the rows shelf 122, which creates
a grouping data element 1412. This results in splitting the
data visualization into two panes 1414 and 1416, where the
first pane 1414 includes the three selected countries, and the
second pane 1416 includes all of the other countries.

FIGS. 116 and 117 illustrate analytic previews that are
provided in some implementations. In these examples, a user
has dragged an average line analytic icon 1418 from the
Analytics pane to the drop area. In FIG. 116, when the user
places the analytic icon 1418 over the Pane option icon
1420, the corresponding average line 1422 is displayed in
the data visualization region, even before dropping the
analytic icon 1418. In FIG. 117, the user has moved the
analytic icon 1418 over the Table option icon 1424, and the
corresponding average line 1426 displays. In this pair of
examples, there is only one pane, so these two options
produce the same results.

Some implementations provide the same preview func-
tionality for each of the analytic operations. Some of the
analytic operations take more time to generate and display
than other analytic operations, and thus some implementa-
tions provide previews for the ones where the preview can
be generated and displayed quickly enough (e.g., when the
preview can be generated and displayed in less than half a
second).

The analytic features provided by disclosed implementa-
tions bring “experimentation” to all aspects of data analysis.
Analytics capabilities are grouped together in an Analytics
pane. This includes some pre-built or pre-configured com-
binations of analytic features that are analytically useful
together (such as a single option that adds two reference
lines AND a trend line). Disclosed implementations provide
immediate feedback so that users can see what they are
building as they build it. In addition, implementations pro-
vide incremental building, which allows users to easily
experiment and iterate through different perspectives as they
successively add new data elements or analytic objects.

Drag and drop for analytics includes several aspects. As
illustrated above, a user can drag an icon for an analytic
operation to a drop area to create a corresponding analytic
object in the data visualization. Going the other way, a user
can drag an existing analytic object (e.g., a reference line or
band) back to the drop area to place it on a different drop
target, thus creating a different type of analytic object. The
user can also drag an analytic object out of the data visu-
alization region to remove it from the display, or drag an
analytic object to a shelf as illustrated in FIGS. 95-106.
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In some implementations, analytic options that are not
appropriate for the current visualization are dimmed or
otherwise de-emphasized, and thus unavailable for selec-
tion. In some implementations, if creating an analytic object
would create a substantial delay (e.g., due to complex
calculations on a large data set), the user interface provides
feedback about the potential delay before the analytic object
begins creation. In some implementations, the user interface
provides tooltips for individual analytic operations in the
Analytics pane and/or tooltips for the groupings.

The disclosed implementations typically provide instant
or immediate updates or feedback based on user selection. In
practice, “instant” means within a short period of time and
without additional user input. For example, “instant”
updates may occur within a tenth of a second, a half of a
second, or a second. As computer processors become more
powerful, instant updates can occur for even more complex
operations.

The terminology used in the description of the invention
herein is for the purpose of describing particular implemen-
tations only and is not intended to be limiting of the
invention. As used in the description of the invention and the
appended claims, the singular forms “a,” “an,” and “the” are
intended to include the plural forms as well, unless the
context clearly indicates otherwise. It will also be under-
stood that the term “and/or” as used herein refers to and
encompasses any and all possible combinations of one or
more of the associated listed items. It will be further
understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “comprising,”
when used in this specification, specify the presence of
stated features, steps, operations, elements, and/or compo-
nents, but do not preclude the presence or addition of one or
more other features, steps, operations, elements, compo-
nents, and/or groups thereof.

The foregoing description, for purpose of explanation, has
been described with reference to specific implementations.
However, the illustrative discussions above are not intended
to be exhaustive or to limit the invention to the precise forms
disclosed. Many modifications and variations are possible in
view of the above teachings. The implementations were
chosen and described in order to best explain the principles
of the invention and its practical applications, to thereby
enable others skilled in the art to best utilize the invention
and various implementations with various modifications as
are suited to the particular use contemplated.

What is claimed is:

1. A method, comprising: at an electronic device with a
display: displaying, on the display, a chart including visual
marks representing a set of data, wherein the chart is
displayed in accordance with contents of a plurality of
displayed shelf regions, and wherein each shelf region
determines a respective characteristic of the chart; generat-
ing a visual analytic object by applying a first analytic
operation to the set of data represented by the visual marks,
and displaying the visual analytic object superimposed over
the chart, wherein the visual analytic object is an average
line, a trend line, a median line, a constant reference line, an
exponential curve, a distribution band, a confidence band, or
a quartile band; detecting an input directed to the visual
analytic object; in response to detecting the input: displaying
a moveable icon comprising a representation of the visual
analytic object while maintaining display of the visual
analytic object; and moving the moveable icon over a first
shelf region of the plurality of shelf regions such that the
moveable icon is over the first shelf region immediately
prior to ceasing to detect the input; ceasing to detect the
input; and in response to ceasing to detect the input: updat-
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ing the content of the first shelf region to include an
association with the first analytic operation corresponding to
the visual analytic object; and updating the chart in accor-
dance with the updated content of the first shelf region,
including updating the chart based on values of the set of
data represented by the visual marks relative to the first
analytic operation corresponding to the visual analytic
object.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the input comprises a
drag and drop operation.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein an image is displayed
on the moveable icon that identifies the type of the visual
analytic object.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the visual analytic
object is selected from the group consisting of average line,
trend line, median line, constant reference line, distribution
band, and quartile band.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein updating the content of
the first shelf region to include the association with the first
analytic operation comprises modifying a formula for a data
element in the first shelf region.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein modifying the formula
for the data element comprises adding to the formula a
mathematical operator and a reference to the visual analytic
object.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein updating the content of
the first shelf region to include the association with the first
analytic operation comprises placing in the first shelf region
a data element whose formula is based on the first analytic
operation.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the first shelf region is
a color encoding shelf, and wherein updating the chart based
on values of the set of data represented by the visual marks
relative to the first analytic operation comprises displaying
a first subset of the visual marks in a first color based on
positioning of the visual marks in the chart relative to the
visual analytic object, and displaying the remaining visual
marks in a second color distinct from the first color.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the first shelf region is
a label encoding shelf, and wherein updating the chart based
on values of the set of data represented by the visual marks
relative to the first analytic operation comprises displaying
labels for a first subset of the visual marks based on
positioning of the visual marks in the chart relative to the
visual analytic object.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the first shelf region
is a filter shelf, and wherein updating the chart based on
values of the set of data represented by the visual marks
relative to the first analytic operation comprises displaying
a first subset of the visual marks based on positioning of the
visual marks in the chart relative to the visual analytic
object, and filtering out the remaining visual marks from the
chart.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the visual analytic
object is a line, which partitions the chart into a first region
and a second region, and wherein the first subset of the
visual marks comprise visual marks positioned in the first
region.

12. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

displaying a quick filter box that enables a user to select

displaying all of the visual marks, displaying only the
first subset of the visual marks, or displaying only
visual marks not in the first subset.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein updating the chart
based on values of the set of data represented by the visual
marks relative to the first analytic operation corresponding
to the visual analytic object includes:
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updating each visual mark based on whether a respective
value in the set of data represented by the respective
visual mark is greater than or less than a corresponding
value of the first analytic operation corresponding to
the visual analytic object.

14. A client device, comprising: one or more processors;
memory; a display; and one or more programs stored in the
memory and configured for execution by the one or more
processors, the one or more programs comprising instruc-
tions for: displaying, on the display, a chart including visual
marks representing a set of data, wherein the chart is
displayed in accordance with contents of a plurality of
displayed shelf regions, and wherein each shelf region
determines a respective characteristic of the chart; generat-
ing a visual analytic object by applying a first analytic
operation to the set of data represented by the visual marks,
and displaying the visual analytic object superimposed over
the chart, wherein the visual analytic object is an average
line, a trend line, a median line, a constant reference line, an
exponential curve, a distribution band, a confidence band, or
a quartile band; detecting an input directed to the visual
analytic object; in response to detecting the input: displaying
a moveable icon comprising a representation of the visual
analytic object while maintaining display of the visual
analytic object; and moving the moveable icon over a first
shelf region of the plurality of shelf regions such that the
moveable icon is over the first shelf region immediately
prior to ceasing to detect the input; ceasing to detect the
input; and in response to ceasing to detect the input: updat-
ing the content of the first shelf region to include an
association with the first analytic operation corresponding to
the visual analytic object; and updating the chart in accor-
dance with the updated content of the first shelf region,
including updating the chart based on values of the set of
data represented by the visual marks relative to the first
analytic operation corresponding to the visual analytic
object.

15. The client device of claim 14, wherein the input
comprises a drag and drop operation.

16. The client device of claim 14, wherein an image is
displayed on the moveable icon that identifies the type of the
visual analytic object.

17. The client device of claim 14, wherein the visual
analytic object is selected from the group consisting of
average line, trend line, median line, constant reference line,
distribution band, and quartile band.

18. The client device of claim 14, wherein updating the
content of the first shelf region to include the association
with the first analytic operation comprises modifying a
formula for a data element in the first shelf region.

19. The client device of claim 18, wherein modifying the
formula for the data element comprises adding to the for-
mula a mathematical operator and a reference to the visual
analytic object.

20. The client device of claim 14, wherein updating the
content of the first shelf region to include the association
with the first analytic operation comprises placing in the first
shelf region a data element whose formula is based on the
first analytic operation.

21. The client device of claim 14, wherein the first shelf
region is a color encoding shelf, and wherein updating the
chart based on values of the set of data represented by the
visual marks relative to the first analytic operation comprises
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displaying a first subset of the visual marks in a first color
based on positioning of the visual marks in the chart relative
to the visual analytic object, and displaying the remaining
visual marks in a second color distinct from the first color.

22. The client device of claim 14, wherein the first shelf
region is a label encoding shelf, and wherein updating the
chart based on values of the set of data represented by the
visual marks relative to the first analytic operation comprises
displaying labels for a first subset of the visual marks based
on positioning of the visual marks in the chart relative to the
visual analytic object.

23. The client device of claim 14, wherein the first shelf
region is a filter shelf, and wherein updating the chart based
on values of the set of data represented by the visual marks
relative to the first analytic operation comprises displaying
a first subset of the visual marks based on positioning of the
visual marks in the chart relative to the visual analytic
object, and filtering out the remaining visual marks from the
chart.

24. The client device of claim 23, wherein the visual
analytic object is a line, which partitions the chart into a first
region and a second region, and wherein the first subset of
the visual marks comprise visual marks positioned in the
first region.

25. The client device of claim 23, wherein the one or more
programs further comprise instructions for:

displaying a quick filter box that enables a user to select

displaying all of the visual marks, displaying only the
first subset of the visual marks, or displaying only
visual marks not in the first subset.

26. A non-transitory computer readable storage medium
storing one or more programs configured for execution by a
client device having one or more processors, memory, and a
display, the one or more programs comprising instructions
for: displaying, on the display, a chart including visual
marks representing a set of data, wherein the chart is
displayed in accordance with contents of a plurality of
displayed shelf regions, and wherein each shelf region
determines a respective characteristic of the chart; generat-
ing a visual analytic object by applying a first analytic
operation to the set of data represented by the visual marks,
and displaying the visual analytic object superimposed over
the chart, wherein the visual analytic object is an average
line, a trend line, a median line, a constant reference line, an
exponential curve, a distribution band, a confidence band, or
a quartile band; detecting an input directed to the visual
analytic object; in response to detecting the input displaying
a moveable icon comprising a representation of the visual
analytic object while maintaining display of the visual
analytic object; and moving the moveable icon over a first
shelf region of the plurality of shelf regions such that the
moveable icon is over the first shelf region immediately
prior to ceasing to detect the input; ceasing to detect the
input; and in response to ceasing to detect the input: updat-
ing the content of the first shelf region to include an
association with the first analytic operation corresponding to
the visual analytic object; and updating the chart in accor-
dance with the updated content of the first shelf region,
including updating the chart based on values of the set of
data represented by the visual marks relative to the first
analytic operation corresponding to the visual analytic
object.



