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This invention relates to means for ventilating 
the space behind the siding of the outer walls of 
frame buildings. 
The problem presented by moisture entrapped 

behind the siding of houses and other frame 
buildings has already been recognized. Such 
moisture is largely responsible for the blistering 
and peeling of exterior house paint applied to the 
wooden siding. This moisture may find its way 
into the Outer shell of the house in many different 
ways: It may be caused by excessive Water vapor 
produced within the house, or it may result from 
the defective construction of the Walls of the 
house. Back-draining gutters and leaky flash 
ings around the WindoWS and doors may also let 
in moisture. 

Because the insulating paper behind the sidings 
is usually Cooler than the outside air, the moisture 
condenses thereon and continues to accumulate 
all winter. The rays of the sun heat the outside 
of the house and the moisture that has collected 
behind the siding intermixes with the tar and 
creosote in the insulating paper and forms a 
brownish brine. This liquid eventually is drawn 
through the pores of the wood of the siding to 
form blisters under the outside coating of paint. 
When these blisters finally burst the brownish 
liquid runs out onto the paint, streaking it with 
ugly stains, 
While it has already been proposed to aerate 

the Space behind the siding by providing channels 
in the Overlapped siding strips, this does not offer 
a ready Solution of the problem after a building 
has been constructed, requiring as it does the re 
moval of the siding strips in order to provide them 
with ventilating channels. 

It is an important object of the present inven 
tion to provide means for ventilating the space 
behind the siding of frame buildings that do not 
require the removal of the siding strips from the 
building. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

means for ventilating the space behind the siding 
of frame buildings which take the form of venti 
lating Wedges adapted to be secured, at spaced 
apart intervals, between the overlapped edges of 
the siding strips or shingles forming the outer 
facing of the building. In the preferred form of 
the invention the ventilating wedges are formed 
of sheet aluminum bent to provide triangular 
shaped Spurs and having a tongue projecting 
forwardly beyond the spurs for temporarily hold 
ing the Wedge in place between the siding strips. 
Other objects and advantages will be apparent 

from the following detailed description of a pre 
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2 
ferred embodiment of the invention, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawing in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a ventilating 
wedge: 

Figure 2 is a view of a portion of the outside Wall 
of a frame building showing certain of the siding 
strips held in spaced overlapped relation by means 
of the ventilating wedges; and 

Figure 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view 
through a portion of the wall Uf Figure 2 show 
ing One Of the ventilating wedges positioned be 
tween the overlapped edges of two adjacent siding 
Strips. - 

The ventilating wedge f illustrated in Figure 1 is 
made from a blank of relatively thin-gaged sheet 
aluminum, which does not readily corrode when 
exposed to outdoor Weather conditions. The in 
itially flat blank is bent to define a pair of cor 
responding upright spurs or wings a, of gener 
ally right-triangular shape having acute-angled 
COrnerS, a flat bridge section b extending be 
tween the bases of the spurs and a spade-shaped 
tongue C constituting an integral extension of 
the bridge Section forwardly beyond the spurs. 
The lateral distance between the spurs a lis 
slightly Smaller than the width of the tongue 
immediately forwardly of the Spurs-that is to 
Say, the Spurs are bent up from the bridge section 
a slight distance inwardly of the width of the 
tongue-SO that the forward portions of the 
Spurs are curved Somewhat inwardly of the wedge, 
as indicated at d. By virtue of this construction 
additional strength is imparted to the wedge. 
The wedge is comparatively small-about one 

and-a-quarter inches long and three-quarters of 
an inch wide. The inclined edges of the trian 
gular Spurs, which project upwardly from the 
bridge Section about five-sixteenths of an inch, 
make an angle of approximately 15 degrees with 
the plane of the bridge section. 
In Figures 2 and 3 are shown a portion of the 

outside wall of a frame building comprising the 
usual horizontally-extending siding strips 2 over 
lying Wooden sheathing 3 and having a layer of 
tar and Creosote impregnated insulating paper 
4 interposed between the siding and the sheathing. 
In using the ventilating wedges, the paint is 

first removed from the blistering area, indicated 
by shading in Figure 2, say with a blow torch. 
With a Wide chisel inserted under the bottom edge 
of a siding strip 2 between the upright studs 5 to 
Which the Wall is secured, the edge of the siding 
strip is pried up and a ventilating wedge is 
pushed up, tongue-end first, under the siding 
Strip to hold it open. Then the chisel is removed 
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and the siding strip is tapped down over the 
wedge completely concealing the wedge and 
leaving a crack or opening of from one-eighth to 
one-quarter inch between adjacent Strips of Sid 
ing, as shown in Figure 3. The tongue Serves as 
a pilot for guiding the Wedge into position and 
for temporarily holding it in place preliminary 
to tapping the siding down. The Spurs bite into 
the siding and finally anchor the Wedge firmly 
in place and prevent it from falling out. The 
wedges may be inserted Spurs-up if desired, in 
stead of spurs-down as shown in Figure 3. 
The above operation is repeated on every Sid 

ing strip and in between each stud throughout 
the entire blistering area. The openings thus 
formed by the Wedges aerate the Space behind 
the siding, keeping it dry. After Sandpapering 
the siding and a primer coat applied, the area is 
repainted. 
An advantage of the ventilating Wedges is that 

they are easy to apply, requiring no removal of 
nails and only a haminer and a chisel to install 
them. Because the wedges are So Sinal they are 
unnoticable in the building Wall. By virtue of 
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the special sheet-aluminum construction of the 325 
iwedges they are light in weight, yet Sufficiently 
strong to support the lapped edges of the siding 
strips in spaced relation, while the tongue and 
spurs prevent the wedges from dropping out 
under conditions of expansion and contraction 30 
of the Siding. 
I prefer to make the wedges of sheet metal be 

cause they afford less obstruction to the circula 
tion of air and because their tongues are more 
;readily introducible between the Overlapped-edges 35 
of the siding strips. Furthermore, by imparting 
a slight inward curvature, or offset, to the leading 
-edges of the spurs (as indicated at d), which is 
the preferred form of the wedge, the Spurs are 
imaterially strengthened and are better able to re 
sist. collapsing out of perpendicular relation with 
'respect to the bridge section of the Wedge. 

Although I have explained the utility of the 
wentilating wedges in connection with a Wall of a 
building having siding strips, it will be appreci 
atted that the wedge may also be used to good-ad 
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vantage for walls having an outside facing of 
shingles or other lapped materials, and the term 
'siding strips' is intended to include such alter 
native constructions. 
While I have described and illustrated a pre 

ferred embodiment of my invention, it is to be 
understood that the ventilating wedge may take 
other forms than those herein described or Sug 
gested without departing from the spirit of my 
invention as defined by the following claims. 

claim: 
1. A wedge adapted to be inserted in concealed 

position between the Overlapped edges of ad 
jacent siding elements for ventilating the space 
behind such siding elements, Said Wedge compris 
ing a fiat blank of sheet metal bent to define tWO 
parallel-disposed, triangular-shaped spur sec 
tions extending perpendicular to the plane of the 
blank and having pointed edges, a bridge section. 
connecting the Spur Sections and a tongue inte 
gral with the bridge Section and projecting for 
Wardly beyond the Spursections. 

2. A Wedge adapted to be inserted in concealed 
position betWeen the OVerlapped edges of ad 
jacent elements for Ventiliating the space behind 
Such siding elements, said wedge comprising a 
flat blank of sheet aluminum bent to define two 
parallel-disposed, triangular-shaped spur sec 
tions extending perpendicular to the plane of the 
bºlarikº and having acute-aringled corners, a:bridge 
Section'Connecting the Spur Sections and a tongue 
integral with the bridge section and projecting 
forwardly beyond the Spur Sections, the spursec 
tions being in Wardly bent at their junction. With 
3the bridge Section to. Strengthen the Spur-Sections. 
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