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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, CHARLES ROGERS, a
subject of the Queen of England, and a resi-
dent of New Plymouth, New Zealand, at pres-
ent residing at Sydenham, Kent, England,
have invented certain new. and.useful Im-
provementsin Apparatus for Receiving Writ-
ten Messages, Orders, or the Like, of which
the following is a specification. i

This invention which relates to apparatus
for receiving written messages, orders or the
like, consists of a deviee in which a roll of
paper is-contained and from which roll the
paper may be unwound from the exterior, a
portion being exposed at the exterior for re-
ceiving a message or the like, and which por-
tion at each operation is wound into the in-
terior so as to be inaccessible {o all those who
do not possess akey for unlocking the device.

The invention further consists in combin-
ing with the before described apparatus an
indicator for showing the time at which the
person setting it intends to return or other-
wise stating whether he is out of town, en-
gaged, or the like.

The invention will be best understood by
reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a front elevation, and Fig. 2 a
vertical section on the erooked line 2—2 of
Fig. 1. :

Like letters indicate like parts throughout
the drawings. .

A is the case of the device which may con-
sist of a front A’ and end and side walls
A% By one of these side walls the case A is
hinged to the back B which, as shown in the
acecompanying drawings, may form a part of
the eomplete device, or which, instead, may
be a portion of the door, partition or the like,
to which the device is attached.

C are the hinges connecting the case A to
the back, door, partition or the like B. )

As shown in the accompanying drawings,
the front A’ near its upper part is provided
with an opening A2 into which fits the writ-

. ing table or support D which is held in po-
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sition by the lugs D’ secured thereto and in
which rotate the shafts E B’ which have their
bearings in the side walls A?asshown in dot-

ted lines in Fig. 1. On each of these shafts
E E’ are rigidly mounted two rollers E? which
at the front part projectinto vertical recesses
or slots D’ between the side or vertical edges
of the table D and the opposite vertical edges
of the front A’ or opening A® therein. To the
face of A’is secured a preferably metal frame

F the vertical sides of which extend over the

slots D’ and slightly over the adjacent edges
of the table D. On the rollers E? are mounted
endless bands G preferably of india rubber
or which may be of leather or other suitable
material. These bands G press at their front
side against the back of the vertical parts of
the frame F, or, when the paper is in position
for use, press against the paper on the one
side and press.the paper on the other side
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against the frame F. On the shaft E is se- .

cured a ratchet wheel H with which engages
a pawl H’ (represented in the accompanying
drawings in dotted lines) which may be piv-
oted to one of the walls A% The shaft K pro-
jects at one side of the case A beyond the side
wall and at its end has secured upon it a
milled head or disk E3by which it may readily
be rotated in the direction indicated by the
arrow in Fig. 2. ~

I is a plate hinged at I’ to the case front
A’ and J is a spring which when the case is
closed in the manner shown in Fig. 2 bears
upon the plate I and presses it down against

the paper K passing over the bands G. The:

paper K is supplied to the device in the form

of a roll as shown at K’ and may be supported.

on a shelf or equivalent L in such a position
as will admit of free access being had to the
button M’ of indicator M. At the bottom of
the device a reserve roll K* may be stored as
shown in Fig. 2, a bar A*extending across the
back of the device soastoprevent thereserve

-roll falling out when the case is opened.

The indicator M may be of any well-known
construction; in the accompanying drawings
it is shown to consist of a fixed dial and an
adjustable index or pointer M* which may be
tarned only from the inside of the case by
means of the milled head M’, the front being
closed in by glass M> ’

The case A may be locked to the ‘bAack or
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equivalent B by means of a lock; the key N 100
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of which is shown in theaccompanying draw-
ings. :

When the before described apparatus is to
be used the paper is led off from the roll K’

-supported on theshelf orequivalent L, passed

through the space existing between the fron$
A’ and the lower edge of the table D, upward
across the table D and through the slot or
passage existing between the upper edge of
the table D and the upper part of the front A’
the milled head E° being turned in the direc-
tion indicated by the arrow in Fig. 2, for the
purpose of thus introducing the paper into
the apparatus through the medium of the
ban_ds G which, as before described, press
against the back of the paper and press the
paper against the frame F.

The shelf L. may be hinged or otherwise ar-
ranged so as to facilitate the placing of the
paper roll into its proper working position.

The plate I by being presssed against the pa-
per K by the spring J insures the paper being
drawn along by the bands G withoutslipping.

When a person desires to leave a message
he writes the message upon the paper exposed
within the frame F after which he can move
the portion of the paper so written on to the
inside of the apparatus by turning the milled
head E® 50 as to be inaccessible to any but
those possessing a key for unlocking the case

A. It will thus be seen that any number of
messages may be written and turned to the
inside of the device without fear of their be-
ing seen by unauthorized people.

The face of the frame F may have engraved
or otherwise depicted thereon any directions
necessary for operating the apparatus such
for example as is shown in Fig. 1.

The before described apparatus may be
modified without departing from the essen-
tial features of the invention.

I claim—

In a device for receiving written messages
or the like, the combination of the case hav-
ing its front provided with an opening, a
frame surrounding theopening, a writing ta-
ble or support located within said opening,
leaving a space or recess all around thesame,
rollers mounted to the rear of said table and

projecting into said recess at the sidesof the

table, the endless bands, a pawl and ratchet,
and a spring, substantially as shown and for
the purpose deseribed.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of the two subscrib-

ing witnesses.
CHARLES ROGERS.
Witnesses:
- ALFRED J. BouLT,
HARRY B. BRIDGE.
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