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To all thom it may concern 
Be it known that I, ARTHUR H. SwiTT, a citizen of the United States, residing at 

Illinois, have invented certain new and use. ful Improvements in Shipping-Tags, of 
A common form of shipping tag is one 
which has an eyelet near one end through 

0 

5 

or lift or carry the article or package by 
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tion which will insure the retention intact 
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which an attaching wire or string is passed 
and it is not uncommon in the handling of 
articles and packages to which Such tags are 
attached for the tag to be torn away from 
the eyelet leaving no trace of the shipper's 
name or that of the addressee. This comes 
about as the result of attempting to move 
taking hold of the tag. - . . 
The object of my present invention is to 

provide an improved form of tag construc 
of an identification piece along. With the 
eyelet and attaching wire or string, notwith 
standing the tag proper may be torn away 
leaving only a fragment with the eyelet. 

In carrying out my invention I employ 
what I term a “floating patch,” which is an 
identification supplement of Small size as 
compared with the tag proper but suffi 
ciently large to carry all necessary identify 
ing matter, such as the name of the shipper 
or of the addressee or of both, such supple 
ment being connected to the tag proper by 
the eyelet or other fastener to which theat 
taching string or wire is connected. It is left 
sufficiently free otherwise from the tag 
proper to insure its remaining intact with 
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the eyelet and the attaching wire should the 
tag proper be torn away from the eyelet. 

In the drawings which accompany and 
form part of this specification Figures 1 and 
2 show opposite sides of a shipping tag of a 
standard size having embodied therein my 
present invention in one form; Fig. 3 is a 
cross-section taken on the line 3-3 of Fig. 
1 with the parts exaggerated; and Figs.4 
and 5 show opposite sides of what remains 
from the eyelet. . . . . 
The tag proper is designated by the nu 

meral 2 and will carry on One side the 
usual printed matter and lines for the 
name of the addressee. The numeral 3 des 
ignates an eyelet such as commonly put in 
one end portion of the tag, and 4 designates 

in case of the tag proper being torn away 
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ing cut from gummed stock and stuck closely 
to the opposite sides of the tag proper. 
The floating patch” or identification 

piece 5 is here shown as of circular form 
and Overlying a comparatively small area of 
the tag proper at the eyeleted end thereof. 
It is secured to the tag proper by the same 
eyelet 3 which goes through the latter and 
the Ordinary patches 4, but unlike these 

patches such as commonly used to reinforce 
the tag around the eyelet, these patches be 
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patches 4 it is not stuck to the tag proper, . 
being left free except at the center where 
the eyelet engages it. The numeral 6 desig 
nates the attaching wire which is run 
through the eyelet and the strands of which 
are twisted together in the ordinary way. 
The “floating patch” or identification 

piece may vary in size and shape and may 
or may not project beyond the edge of the 

The essential thing is that it 
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shall be so abbreviated in relation to the tag 
proper that it will not be grasped when an 
article or package is being handled by lay 
ing hold of its tag, while at the same time 
this floating patch will be large enough to 
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carry sufficient identification data such as 
the name of the shipper or that of the ad 
dressee or both. It may be made of the same 
stock as the tag proper and is desirably 
made out of some fairly heavy stock so that 
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it will take the form of a fairly substantial 
disk in which the eyelet will take a 
Secure anchorage. . . . . . . . . 

It will be seen that with a construc 
pretty 

tion. Such as shown and above described if 
the tag proper is laid hold of and so pulled 
upon as to tear it away from the eyelet, leav 
ing only a fragment of it and fragments of 
the regular patches 4, as illustrated by Fig. 
4, the identification piece or disk will still 
remain intact with the eyelet and the at 
taching wire inasmuch as the pull or strain 
has not come upon it with any tendency to 
tear it away from the eyelet, and inasmuch 
as it is sufficiently free from the tag proper 
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not to be carried away with the latter when torn from the eyelet. 
While I have foun 

struction here shown and described to be 

mercial usage, it is to be understood that my 

d the particular con 
105 thoroughly efficient and satisfactory in com 

invention may be embodied in other forms 
and the following claims are framed accord 
ingly. I am aware of, and do not intend to 110 



0 

20 

25 

2 

claim in such scope as to embrace, a form 
of shipping tag in commercial use which 
comprises the tag proper and a folded-back 
extension thereof of abbreviated form, the 
tag proper and this extension being sep 
arately eyeleted. - 

I claim: 
1. Shipping tag comprising male portion 

or tag proper, abbreviated identification 
piece, and a fastener with which attaching 
wire or string engages and which connects 
together the tag proper and identification 
piece leaving the latter otherwise relatively 
free so that it remains intact with the at 
taching wire or string and the fastener when 
the tag proper is torn away from the latter. 

2. Shipping tag comprising main portion 
or tag proper, abbreviated identification 
piece, and an eyelet in which the attaching 
wire or string is fastened and which con 
nects together the tag proper and identifica 
tion piece leaving the latter otherwise rela 
tively free so that it remains intact with 
the attaching wire or string and the eyelet 
when the tag proper is torn away from the 
latter. - 3. Shipping tag comprising main portion 
or tag proper, abbreviated identification 
piece, and a fastener with which attaching 

1,386,973 
wire or string engages and which connects 
the identification piece centrally to the tag 
proper leaving it otherwise free from at 
tachment thereto so that said piece remains 
intact with the attaching wire or string and 
the fastener when the tag proper is torn 
away from the latter. 4. Shipping tag comprising main portion 
or tag proper, abbreviated identification 
piece, and an eyelet in which the attaching 
wire or string is fastened and which con 
nects the identification piece at its middle 
to the tag proper leaving it free from at 
tachment thereto elsewhere so that it re 
mains intact with the attaching wire or 
string and the eyelet when the tag proper 
is torn away from the latter. 5. Shipping tag comprising main portion 
or tag proper with reinforcing patches ad 
hering to it, abbreviated identification 
overlying the patch on one side of the tag 
proper, and an eyelet in the reinforced part 
of the tag connecting identification piece 
thereto, the latter being otherwise relatively 
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free so that it may remain intact with the 
eyelet and the attaching wire or string when 
the tag proper is torn away. 

ARTHUR. H. SWETT. 


