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- This invention relates to surgical bandages and more.

particularly to a bandage which is adapted to be applied
very easily to parts of the body without applying adhesive
tape directly to the skin. : :

The application of surgical dressings to body wounds

is often a time consuming task particularly in the treat-
ment of burn cases and the like where it is necessary to
employ ‘bandaging ‘techniques which do not require the
direct application of adhesive material to the patient’s
skin, Thus; the person applying the dressing may provide
a very Satisfactory dressing by successively applying a
plurality of materials, such as, gauze pads, wrapping strips,
and finally -adhesive, but the procedure requires such a
large number of steps and selection of different materials
that excessive time is thereby consumed; doctors are de-
layed, and other patients are kept waiting,

It is dn object of this invention to provide surgical
bandages which may be applied to parts of the body very
rapidly and will form secure and effective bandages.

It is another object of the invention to provide such
bandages which can be applied to a patient without ap-
plying any adhesive materials directly to the patient’s
skin. .

It'is another object of the invention to provide such
bandage$ which can be prepared very economically by
surgical ‘'supply houses so that they can be available in
large quantity in hospitals and doctors’ offices where the
time saved-with efficient bandaging operations may be
very valuable. ;

It is another object of the invention to provide such
a bandage which is very versatile in its uses in order that
it will be practical to keep bandages available for im-
mediate use when the occasions for their use arise,

Other bjects and advantagés of the invention will be-
come apparent from the following description read in
conjunction with the attached drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a'plan view of a bandage constructed in ac-
cordance. with this invention;

FIG. 2 is an edge view of the bandage of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a schematic view illustrating the manner of
application of the bandage of FIGS, 1 and 2 to a patient’s
arm for instance; and )

FIG. 4 is an edge view of the bandage of FIGS. 1 and
2 ‘illustrating the manner in which the bandage is pre-
folded and packaged in accordance with this invention so
that the bandage may be used most efficiently.

Referring now in detail to the drawings, the bandage
illustrated therein comprises an elongated strip 10 of
surgical dressing cloth having a surgical dressing pad 12
attached thereto at a position where the pad 12 divides
the strip 10 into a short portion 14 at one end of the strip
and a long portion 16 at the other end of the strip. The
pad 12 may be formed of any desired surgical dressing
material, such as layered gauze which is either treated or
untreated as desired; and the strip 10 may be formed of
the same or different surgical material but is preferably
formed of the specially woven gauges which are conform-
ing, that is which are sufficiently flexible to permit them to
be wrapped around non-cylindrical members. The pad 12
may be attached to the strip 10 by any means which the
surgical supply house prefers, as for instance by the ap-
plication of adhesive to the back of the pad 12.

As can be best seen from FIGS. 1 and 2, two patches
of adhesive material 18 and 20 are applied to the strip 10
in selected areas of the short portion 14 and long portion
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16 respectively. The adhesive patch 18 is applied to the
opposite side of the strip 10 from the pad 12, and the ad-
hesive patch 20 is applied to the same side of the strip 10
as the patch 12. As indicated in FIG. 3, the positioning
of the two patches of adhesive 18 and 20 in this manner
permits the bandage to be wrapped very effectively around
a patient’s arm or the like with the adhesive patch 18 hold-
ing the first turn of the bandage in place while the re-
mainder of the bandage is wrapped and with the adhesive
patch 20 holding the outermost turn of the bandage in
place. In this'regard, the bandage may be made in a
number of different lengths depending upon the part of the
body to which-it is intended to be applied, but regardless
of the length of the bandage, the bandage is held together
effectively by the two adhesive patches 18 and 20 without
requiring the direct application of any adhesive material
to the patient’s skin.

As indicated in FIG. 4, the bandage is pre-folded and
packaged to permit its very rapid use in applying it to a
wound. . Thus, the long and short portions 16 and 14 re-
spectively of the strip 10 are folded in a plurality of ac-
cordion folds to thereby form a pile made of a plurality
of superposed and connected layers of the strip 10 with
the pad 12 positioned on one end of the pile and with the
short portion 14 of the strip 10 extending along one side
of the pile-and forming the layer 22 of the pile which is
on the opposite end of the pile from the pad 12. In
this folded arrarigement of the bandage, the two adhesive
patches 18 and 20 are positioned in the pile of accordion
folds so that they contact adjacent layers of the pile which
do not carry adhesive so that the adhesive patches may
be separated from the pile easily. The entire bandage,
folded as indicated in FIG. 4, is enclosed in a sterile en-
velope which is indicated schematically at 24; obviously,
the envelope has a thin dimension along the length of the
pile of bandage but is illustrated in enlarged condition to
facilitate illustration of the folding of the bandage.

When the bandage is kept available at a dressing sta-
tion in the packaged condition illustrated in FIG. 4, it
may be applied very rapidly and efficiently to a wound
which is to be' dressed. Thus, the bandage may be re-
moved from thé envelope and the gauze pad 12 placed on
the wound before the unfolding of the strip 19 is started.
With the pad 12 in place on the wound, the short portion
14 of the strip may be removed from the accordion folded
pile and held at one side of the wound while the long
portion 16 of the strip is wound around the patient’s arm
or the like to bring it in contact with the adhesive patch
18. 1In this regard, it should be noted that it is desirable
to space the adhesive patch 18 slightly inwardly from its
adjacent end of the strip 10 to provide a non-adhesive
end portion on the strip which may be grasped and held
while the first turn of the bandage is made. Once the
first turn of the bandage is made around the patient and
adhesively secured to the patch 18, the remaining turns
of the bandage may be made very simply, and the upper
turn may be secured in place by pressing the adhesive
patch 20 onto the outermost turn of the bandage.

While one specific embodiment of this invention has
been illustrated and described in detail herein, it is obvi-
ous that many modifications thereof may be made without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention.

I claim:

1. A folded bandage adapted to be applied easily to
parts of the body which comprises an elongated strip of
surgical dressing having first and second ends and first
and second side faces extending between said ends, a surgi-
cal dressing pad attached to said strip on said first face
thereof adjacent to said first end, a patch of adhesive
material attached to said strip on said second face thereof
adjacent to said first end, and a second patch of adhesive
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material attached to said strip on said first face thereof
adjacent to said second end with said strip folded in a
series of accordion folds with said strip defining a pile of
connected superposed layers with said pad on one end
of said pile and with said patches of adhesive material on
layers of said pile and contacting adjacent layers which
do not carry adhesive material.

2. A folded bandage adapted to be applied easily to
parts of the body which comprises an elongated strip of
surgical dressing having first and second ends and first
and second side faces extending between said ends, a
surgical dressing pad attached to said strip on said first
face thereof at a position defining a short portion of said
strip between said pad and said first end of said strip and
a long portion of said strip between said pad and said
secoend end of said sirip with said long portion being at
least twice as long as said short portion, a first patch of
adhesive material attached to said second face of said
strip in said short portion thereof, and a second patch of
adhesive material attached to said first face of said strip
adjacent to said second end of said strip, said strip being
folded in a series of accordion folds defining a pile of
connected superposed layers of said strip with said pad on
one end of said pile and with said patches of adhesive
material on layers of said pile and contacting adjacent
layers which do not carry adhesive material, and with
said short portion of said strip extending from said pad
along the side of said pile and forming the layer of said
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pile which is on the opposite end of said pile from said
pad.

3. A folded bandage adapted to be applied easily to
parts of the body which comprises an elongated strip of
surgical dressing and a surgical pad attached to said strip
intermediate of the ends of said strip and dividing said
strip into a short portion between said pad and one end
of said strip and a long portion between said pad and the
other end of said strip with said long portion being at least
twice as long as said short portion, said strip being folded
in a series of accordion folds defining a pile of connected
superposed layers of said strip with said pad on one end of
said pile and with said short portion of said strip- extend-
ing from said pad along the side of said pile and forming
the layer of said pile which is on the opposite end of said
pile from said pad. ’
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