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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Danmr C. Ross, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Toledo, in the county of Lucas and State
of Ohio, have invented a certain new and
useful Clothes-Rack; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the figures of reference marked
thereon, which form a part of this specifi-
cation.

My invention relates to racks of the class
intended more particularly for use in
Kkitchens, laundry rooms, or the like, for the
hanging up of dish-towels, dish-rags or other
small articles, but is not restricted to such
use as it may be used in any connection for
which it may be adapted or appropriate.

The object of my invention is the pro-
vision of an improved and highly efficient
device of this character which 1s simple,
light and durable in its construction, inex-
pensive to manufacture, and provided with
one or more bars or article supporting por-
tions adapted to be easily and quickly shift-
ed from 1noperative vertical position to op-
erative horizontal position, or viee versa,
and when shifted to vertical position to
automatically lock itself against an acci-
dental lowering from such position, and
which also has hooks combined with its bars
to enable articles to be hung thereon.

The invention is fully described in the
following specification, and a preferred em-
bodiment thereof illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Tigure 1 is a front view of the rack with
the bars raised to inoperative or vertical po-
gition. Fig. 2 is a similar view thereof with
the bars lowered to operative or horizontal
position, and Fig. 3 is an end view of the
rack with one bar raised and partly broken
away and the other bar lowered.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates
the wall bracket or part of the rack which
carries the bars 2. This bracket is shown in
the present instance as being formed of an
angle-iron bar the end portions of which are
bent downwardly to provide the diverging
downwardly declining portions 3, 3. The
vertical flange of the bracket 1 may be pro-
vided with screw holes 4 to adapt it to be
secured to a wall by screws, or it may be se-

cured to a wall in any other suitable man-
ner, and has the horizontal flanges of its
declining portions 3, 3 provided with open-
ings 5 for the bars 2 to work in, which open-
ings are preferably longitudinally elongated
to facilitate an assembling of the parts of the
rack.

The bars 2 may be of any suitable number
for which the length of the portions 8 of the
bracket may be adapted and may be formed
from heavy wire or other suitable material,
and are substantially U-shaped with their
legs 6, 6 projecting freely through a set of
openings 5 in the bracket 1. The portions 7
of the legs which project through the open-
ings 5 are outwardly offset from the major
portions of the legs, or the portions thereof
which connect directly with the central or
loop portions of the bars, thus forming the
legs with the shoulders 8 which coact with
the horizontal flange of the bracket 1 to
limit the inward movements of the legs
within the openings 5 when a bar is in up-
right position, each shoulder 8 being prefer-
ably inclined in substantially the plane of
the associated portion 3 of the bracket. The
legs 6, at the ends of the portions 7 opposed
to the shoulders 8, project outwardly from
such portions at substantially right-angles
thereto, as shown at 9, whereby the portions
9 project downwardly when the bars are in
horizantal position, as shown in Figs. 2 and
3. The outer terminals of the portions 9 are
curved to form the hooks 10 upon which
articles may be hung when the bars are in
horizontal or vertical position.

Each portion 9 has its inner end portion
inwardly crimped, as at 11, to provide a
shoulder for enguging the lower marginal
wall of the associated opening 5 at the inner
end thereof to prevent an accidental with-
drawal of the bar leg from such opening.
The crimps 11 do not, however, interfere
with the free pivotal movements of the bars
2 relative to the bracket, and while prevent-
ing an accidental removal of the bars from
engagement with the brackets are adapted to
be sprung by a relative twisting of the por-
tions 7 and 9 to permit a disengagement or
engagement of a bar with a braclet.

When a bar 2 is swung to horizontal posi-
tion the pendent portions 9 laterally abut
against the vertical flange of the bracket
and lmit the lowering of the bar. while the
portions 7 of the bar legs when a bar is in
vertical position work downwardly through
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the openings 5 and abut at their lower end
portions against the vertical flange of the
bracket to prevent a lowering of the bar, as
is apparent by reference to the drawings.

The 1nclining of the end portions of the |

bracket causes the bars when lowered to be
disposed in stepped relation or in different
horizontal planes, and the bars have their
loop and leg portions preferably progres-
sively lengthened as shown.

It is apparent that the rack may be made
of any size and equipped with any desired
number of bars without departing from the
scope of my invention. I also wish it un-
derstood that my invention is not limited to
any specific con@truc’mon or arrangement of
the parts except in so far as such limitations
ave specified in the claims.

Having thus described my invention, what
T claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is,

. An article of the class deseribed com-
pnsmo a bracket member having openings
therein, substantially U-shaped b&rs having
the legs werking loosely through said open-
ings and plo\/mcd on one side of their re-
bPGCthC openings with shoulders for limit-
ing the movements of the legs in one direc-
tion within the openings and having por-
tions which are disposed on the opposite
sides of the openings to said shoulders and
apﬁced from such shoulders, bent to piv-
otally coact with the walls of the openings to
peumt a limited turning movement of the
bar relative to the bracket and forming
hooks upon which articles may be hung.

2. In an article of the class described, a
bracket member provided with openings and
a bar having its major portion substantially
U-shaped with its legs projected loosely
through said openings, ~said legs being pro-
vided on ome side of the openings with
shoulders for limiting the movements of the
legs in one direction within the openings,
thence extending straight for a distance
through the openings, thence bending at
substantially right angles to the legs and
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forming lateral crimps adjacent the point of
angle, said bent portions serving to limic the
lowemno swinging movements of the bar
and said crimp portlons serving to preventa
withdrawal of the bar legs from the open-
ings.

3. In an article of the class described, a
bracket having its ends oppositely inclined
and provlded with horizontally extending
portions provided with elongated openings,
substantially U -shaped bars having their
legs projected loosely through said openings,
said legs being provided with shoulders on
one side of the openings for limiting the
movements of the legs therein in one chrec-
tion, thence extending through the openings
for a distance to permit limited recipro-
catory movements of the legs within the
openings, thence bent to coact with the
bracket to limit the movements of the legs
therein in one divection and to form straps
for limiting the downwardly swinging
movenents of the bars.

4. In an article of the class des uibed, an

angle iron bracket having its ends oppo-
suelv inclined and the horizontal flanges of
such ends provided with openings, substan-
tially U-shaped bars having their legs work-
ing loosely through said openings and pro-
vided on one side of the respective openings
with shoulders for hmltlng the movements
of the legs in one direction within the open-
ings and having portions which are disposed
on the opposite sides of the openings to said
shoulders and spaced from such shoulders,
said portions being bent to pivotally coact
with the walls of the openmos to permit a
limited turning movement of the bar rela-
tive to the bracket.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto
signed my name to this specification in the
presence of two subscribing witnesses.

DANIEIL C. ROSS.
Witnesses:

C. W. Owex,
E. E. Taoas.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commlssmner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.”
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