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2 Claims. (Cl. 15-258) 

This invention relates to a unit comprising a plurality. 
of separate and separable components comprising the ele 
ments of a shoeshine kit, and it is an object of the in 
vention to provide a compact kit, the various components 
of which can be separately used, and in which the buffing 
and brushing components have hand grips that also con 
stitute the housing of the kit. 
The invention is characterized by its unitary and com 

pact construction and the ease with which any of the 
components thereof may be exposed for use, it being a 
further object of the invention to provide a slide-way con 
nected construction that is manipulated with easy facility. 
to give ready access to the various components of: the 
device. - . . . . 

The invention also has for its objects to provide such 
means that are positive in operation, convenient in use, 
easily installed in a working position and easily discon 
nected therefrom, economical of manufacture, relatively . 
simple, and of general superiority and serviceability. 
The invention also comprises novel details of construc 

tion and novel combinations and arrangements of parts, 
which will more fully appear in the course of the follow 
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ing description. However, the drawing merely shows and - 
the following description merely describes one embodi 
ment of the present invention which is given by way of 
illustration or example only. 

In the drawing, like reference characters designate sim 
ilar parts in the several views. 

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view, partly separated, of a 
shoeshine kit according to the present invention, with 
portions thereof broken away to show sectional detail. 

Fig. 2 is an end view as seen from the left of Fig. 1 with 
the kit in closed condition. 

Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view as taken on line 3-3 
of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a plan view from the inner side of the upper 
portion of the kit as shown in Figs. 1 to 3. 
The kit that is illustrated comprises, generally, com 

plementary housing members 5 and 6, and a shoe brushing 
and buffing unit 7 within members 5 and 6 and serving 
to separably connect said members to form an inclosure. 

Housing member 5 comprises side walls 3, connected 
by a transverse wall 9, and having an end wall 10, and an 
end closure i that is connected by a hinge 12 to wall 9 
and is opposite to end wall 10. Member 5, therefore, is 
of U-shaped cross-section and has an interior hollow or 
space 13. 
At the end that is closed by closure ii, member 5 is 

provided with a transverse relatively shallow partition 14 
against which said closure closes and which cooperates 
with end wall to confine dauber or similar brushes 5 
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2. 
each by a catch or detent 19 that is swingable on a pivot 
20 to an outward position freeing each said other end to 
allow removal of said brushes as desired. The pivot 20 
is provided in the end of partition 14. 

Since each brush has bristles only on the end thereof 
directed toward end wall 10, the other end constituting 
a handle, the space between said handles and wall 9 is 
utilized by placing therein elements 21 of generally lon 
gitudinal form. Such elements may comprise one or 
more containers for shoe laces, sticks or tubes of polish, 
etc. The spaces formed by longitudinal partition 17 are 
divided longitudinally, by additional partitions 22 which, 
together with partition 17, separate elements 21. It will 
be noted from Fig. 3, that said partitions 22 locate brushes 
15 and 16 relative to wall 9. Said brushes and elements, 
therefore, are compactly arranged adjacent wall 9 leaving 
the open side of space 13 clear for unit 7. 

Housing member 6 is similar to member 5 except that 
the interior space. 22 thereof is clear of longitudinal par 
titions. Thus, member 6 comprises side walls 23 con 
nected by a transverse wall 24, and having an end wall 25, 
and an end closure 26 that is connected by a hinge 27 to 
wall 24 and is opposite to end wall 25. 

Each side wall 8:and 24, adjacent its open edge and 
on the inner side thereof, is provided with a longitudinal 
channel 28 extending for the length of members 5 and 6: 
and open at the ends thereof closed by closures 1 and 
The unit 7 comprises a generally rectangular back 29, a 

set of brush bristles 30 on one side of said back and a 
buffer 31 on the opposite side. 
The width of said back 29 is such that the same slid 

ingly fits between the side walls 8 and 24, and the length 
such that the same fits between end walls 0 and 25, at 
one end, and closures 1 and 26, at the opposite end. The 
longitudinal faces of the back are each provided with 
suitably spaced longitudinal ribs 32 that are guided in 
recesses 28 of members 5 and 6. When so interfitted with 
unit 7, the housing members 5 and 6 are preferably slight 
ly spaced as indicated at 33. 
The brush bristles 30 are generally conventional and 

of a height to occupy the space 3 not already occupied 
by brushes 15 and 16 and elements 21. 
The buffer 31 is shown as a lambs wool outer part 34 

backed by a felt filler 35. The total thickness of lambs 
wool and felt substantially fills the interior of housing 
member 6. 

Since unit 7 is assembled with housing members 5 and 
6 by an endwise engagement, one with the other, the 
initial alignment of ribs 32 and channels 28 is facilitated 
by the provision of pads 36 at the open ends of said hous 
ings. Said pads affording ledges against which the cp 
posite faces of back 29 may be placed preparatory to slid 
ing assembly of the parts. V 

Closures 11 and 26 are held closed by means ef bolt 
like members 37 that are carried by slides 33 guided in 
channels 39 provided in the outer faces of said closures, 
suitable eyes 40 being provided in the edges of wails 3 
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and 16 against endwise displacement, a longitudinal par 
tition 7 is provided in the interior of member 5 to serve 
as a separator for brushes 5 and ió and, thereby, con 
fine them against lateral displacement. 

Said brushes 15 and 16 are removably held in place in 
housing member 5 by entering one end of each into a 
recess 18 in end wall 10 and retaining the other end of 
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and 23 to receive members 37. 
Housing members 5 and 6 may advantageously be made 

of a transparent plastic material to render the components 
housed therein visible when the kit unit is closed. If the 
housing is made of opaque material, the sets of slides 38. 
may be differently placed relative to the hinges 12 and 
27, as shown. Thus, the user has a means of knowing 
which closure to open according to which housing member 
is to be removed. It will be seen that the housing member 
5 or 6 that remains in place constitutes a hand grip for 
unit 29. With housing member 5 removed, member 6 
constitutes a hand grip that is grasped when the brush 30 
is to be used. Similarly, member 5 constitutes a hand 
grip for the buffer 31. 
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From the foregoing the manner of access to and use of 
the different components of the device are believed to be 
so obvious that detailed description thereof is deemed 
to be unnecessary. However, the compactness, when 
closed, and the utility of the kit are evident. 
The two housing members 5 and 6 may have the same 

general dimensions or they may vary in height, depending 
on the proportional size of the components housed there 
II. 

While I have illustrated and described what I now con 
template to be the best mode of carrying out my inven 
tion, the construction is, of course, subject to modifica 
tion without departing from the spirit and scope of the 
invention. It is, therefore, not desired to restrict the in 
vention to the particular form of construction illustrated 
and described, but to cover all modifications that may fall 
within the scope of the appended claims. 

Having thus decribed the invention, what I claim and 
desire to be secured by Letters Patent is: 

1. A shoe shine kit comprising a unit provided with a 
rigid back having shoe polishing means on opposite sides, 
said back being generally rectangular and having two 
pairs of spaced longitudinal ribs extending through the 
entire length of the longitudinal edges of said back, first 
and Second elongated U-sectioned members, each member 
having two parallel channels extending through the entire 
length of the respective member to slidingly interfit with 
one pair of said longitudinal ribs by sliding said member 
onto said back from end-to-end of said back, a fixed end 
cover closing off one end of each member and abutting 
against one end of said back when said member is axially 
slid over and onto said back, a hinged end-cover for clos 

O 

20 

25 

30 

4 
ing off the other end of said member after said back is 
slid into said member, and locking means for each re 
spective end-cover for positively interlocking said back 
with each of said members; whereby said members are 
capable of acting as hand grips for said back and as pro 
tective covers for said shoe polishing means when both 
of said members are mounted on said back, one of said 
U-sectioned members having two side-walls having said 
channels and a top interconnecting said side-walls, a 
plurality of longitudinal partition members mounted on 
the inner surface of said top and constituting an integral 
part of said top, said partition members extending from 
the open end of said first member through the greater 
part of the length of said top for defining a plurality of 
longitudinal storage compartments adjacent to said top 
and a transverse shelf at the closed end of said member. 

2. A shoe shine kit as defined in claim 1 which also in 
cludes a flexible spring clip at the open end of said first 
member for acting as a support for auxiliary equipment 
stored within said first member. 
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