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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
PETER. T. CLARK, of RoxBURY, MASSACHUSETTS, 

covER FOR BEER-CASES AND THE LIKE. 
1,102,8. specification of Letters Patent, Patented: July 3, 1914. 

Application filed December 14, 1912, Serial No. 736,673, 
To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, PETER. T. CLARK, a 

citizen of the United States, and resident of Roxbury, county of Suffolk, State of Mas 
sachusetts, have invented an Improvement 
in Covers for Beer-Cases and the like, of 
which the following description, in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawing, is a 
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specification, like characters on the drawing 
representing like parts. y 
This invention has for its object to pro 

vide a simple, inexpensive and effective 
cover for open-top boxes containing bottled 
beer or other beverages, the cover not only 
serving to protect the contents of the bottles 
from the effect of sun and dust in transpor 
tation, but also furnishing a convenient 
means of concealing from general observa 
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tion the precise nature of the commodity in 
transit. 
In accordance with my invention the cover comprises a rectangular top, and connected 

side and end flaps which are adapted to be 
bent at right angles to the top and folded 
upon the sides and ends of the case to be 
covered, to which the said flaps are secured 
in any suitable and convenient manner. As 
the dimensions of such cases are apt to vary 
somewhat I have provided for adjusting the 
cover to accommodate such variations, and 
for the purpose that portion of the sheet ma 
terial (of which the cover is made) between 
each edge of the top and the adjacent con 
nected flap is so treated that it can be ex 
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panded or compressed somewhat, according 
to CircumstanceS. 
The novel features of my invention will 

be fully described in the subjoined specifica 
tion and particularly pointed out in the fol lowing claim. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a beer or 
similar case for bottled beverages with a 
cover applied thereto embodying my inven 
tion, a portion of the cover being broken 
out; Fig. 2 is a plan view of the cover spread 
out flat, in the form in which it is made up 
for sale; Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional de 
tail on the line 3-3, Fig. 2, to be referred to. 

In carrying out my invention I form the 
cover of sheet material of a rather stiff but 
readily foldable character, and preferably 
fibrous, such as thin but strong pasteboard, 
fiberboard, or the like, cut or stamped out to 
shape by suitable dies. 

Referring to Fig. 2 the cover comprises a 
rectangular body portion or top 1 of the 

general dimensions of the box or case to 
which it is to be applied, and connected side 
flaps 2, 2 and end flaps 3,3, the flaps being 
of the same width, to fold down upon the 
sides and ends of the case when applied thereto, and preferably to completely cover 
Such sides and ends. Inasmuch as beer or 
similar cases vary slightly in length and 
Width I have provided means for adjusting 
the cover to accommodate such variations, 
and to this end the material connecting the 
top and the flapsis provided with a series of 
parallel corrugations or small bellows folds 
These are shown at 4, 4 between the top 
and the side flaps 2, and at 5, 5 between the 
top and the end flaps 3. It will be noticed 
that the end flaps correspond in width to 
the width of the top 1 between the two sets 
of corrugations 4, 4 the latter thus serving to 
laterally offset the side flaps 2, and the latter 
have at opposite ends extensions 6, 6 which 
are foldable along scored lines 7. 
To apply the cover to a case the top 1 is 

set upon the open top of the case, Fig. i., and 
the flaps 3 are folded down upon the ends b 
of the case, after which the side flaps 2 are 
folded down upon the sides a of the case, 
and the extensions 6 are then folded over 
upon the adjacent portions of the flaps 3. 
Small tacks or nails 8, Fig. 1, are then used 
to fasten the cover in place, or instead of 
such fastenings the flaps may be glued or 
pasted upon the sides and ends of the case, 
whichever is most convenient. By pulling out or stretching the corrugated portions of 
the cover the same can be enlarged some 
what if necessary, or conversely such corru 
gated portions can be compressed if the case 
is smaller than the average. 
I provide closures 9 in the end flaps to 

register with the usual hand holes or open 
ings which are made in the ends of bottle 
cases for convenience in handling them. 
These closures normally lie in the planes of 
the end flaps, or substantially therein, pre 
venting the entrance of dust and dirt to the 
case, but when it is desired to utilize the 
hand holes of the case the closures can be 
pushed inward into such holes, and at such 
time the closure will swing along the dotted 
lines 10, Fig. 2. Such lines maybe indented 
or scored in a manner similar to the folding 
lines 7. ra 
I prefer to form in each end flap 3 a sight 

opening or window 11, located to come 6p 
posite the direction label c, Fig. 1, when the 
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cover is applied to the case, so that the desti 
nation of the parcel can be observed readily. 
The cover made in accordance with my in 

vention is inexpensive, it is lity and 
W. easily applied to the case, and when in place 

thereon it not only protects the contents of 
the bottles from the action of the sun's rays 
and keeps dust, and dirt out of the case in transport, but it also serves to completely 
inclose and conceal the particular character 
of the contents of the case from the gaze of 
the curious. 
Having fully decribed my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is: 
As an article of manufacture, a cover for beer cases comprising a rectangular top, 

side and end flaps, adjustable and flexible 
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SEE means between said top and each flap which permits said flaps to be folded 20 
down upon the sides and ends of a case to 
which the cover is to be applied and which 
also permits the opposite flaps to be adjusted 
toward and from each other to fit the case, 
and extensions on the ends of a pair of pp. 25 posite flaps foldable upon the intervening 
flaps when the cover is in place upon the 
CaSe. C 
In testimony whereof, I have signed my 

name to this specification, in the presence of 30 
two subscribing witnesses, 

PETER T. CLARK. i. 
Witnesses: ELIZABETH MoRRIs, 

THOMAs J. DRUMMOND. 


