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The- present invention relates to toy guns
and the like, and more particularly to a toy
gun adapted to project rubber bands.

Toy guns such as air rifles or bullet rifles
are relatively expensive for a child’s toy and
are also dangerous.
measure, for the popularity of band shooters

where ordinary rubber bands may be used as

missiles and each band may be used repeat-

edly until lost. Due to the size of the bands
and their soft, resilient: character, children’

cannot damaoe property or endanger other
children’ Wlth them. The present type of
band shooters are relatively large and expen-
sive and are not sufficiently rugged to with-

stand the. rough usage to which they are-

subjected. Since stch ‘toys are used mostly
by small children, their cost and construc-
tion are important. Children cannot: ordi-
narily buy expensive toys and, when bought,
they subjéect them to the roughest kind of
use. They may be tossed around, left in damp
or wet places and used ‘as hammers and. as
all sorts of other tools.

The present invention aims to eliminate
the objections and difficulties enumerated
above and to provide an inexpensive band
shooter which is constructed of a minimum

‘number of parts not likely to become disar- .
ranged, and to reduce the cost of the articles -

sufﬁmenﬂv to permit their sale by chain store
‘syndicates.

An object of the invention is to provide
an inexpensive toy ‘gunadapted to project
bands of rubber or of other elastic material.

Another object of the invention is to re-:

dugce the number of parts in a toy gun, there-
by to minimize the cost thereof a,nd also’ to
minimize breakage.

Another ob]ect of the invention is to pro-
vide a toy gun or band shooter having a bar-
rel and trlgger mechanism formed from a
“continuous rod of wire bent upon itself and

. secured to the handle of the gun.

Another object of the invention 1s to pro-

This accounts, in alarge .

1ings:

vide a rubber band shooter, substantlally in

the form of a gun, having a band releasing
mechanism. integral with the barrel forming

member, which is simple in constructlon and S

éffective in operation.

A further-object of the 1nvent10n is to pro—
vide a toy gun, realistic in appearance, and
adapted to afford safe amusement for small
children. .

illustrative embodiment about to-be- descrlbed
or will be indicated in the appended claims,

Other and further ob]ects of the 1nvent10n :
~will be obvious upon-an understanding of the
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and various advantages not referred to here-

in: will .occur to one skilled in the art upon -

employment-of the invention. in: practice..
‘While the present invention is not hmlted
to. any particular form of gun, one embodi-
ment of the toy gun has: been chosen for the
purpose of illustration and description and

18 shown .in -the accompanymg drang,

wherein
- Fig.1lisa perspectlve view of a gun show-
1ng a rubber band in position to be prOJected

- Fig.2 is a longitudinal sectional view 111us—
trating. details of the gun; and - :
Fig. 8'isa vertical sectional view along the

lines 3—3 of Fig. 2.

Referrlng .again’ to the: dra,wmfr there is
shown a pair-of butt forming: members 1 and
2 which may, for. convenience, be metal cast-
‘Preferably, these members are-made to
simulate the general features of an automatic
pistol. The castings 1. and 2 are preferably

-hollow to: provide sufficient space for:the op-

erative parts. of the cun and to reduce the

tlwger guard 5. Along the upper edges of

the - castings, there are provided recesses 6
-adjacent pI‘O]eCtIOIlS 7. The projections 7,
~extend upwardly.from the butt of the gun to
‘form holding means for an elastic band the
“recess 6 providing an. opening between. the
projections T for the movement of .a. releas-*

g5

95

180

-weight and cost thereof. A suitable aperture
4 in the castings. 1 and 2, provides a suitable
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mg means s to be descrlbed ‘hereinafter. The

" muzzle end of the castings is provided with
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grooves 8 and 9 to receive a wire 10 adapted
to form the barrel of the gun. - Suitable inter-
locking projections and depressions 11 “are
formed 1n- the castings 1 and 2 rigidly to
hold - them in = position when assembled.
Preferably, the castings-are assembled by
means of a rivet:-12 extendmcr through suit-
able apertures therein. .

The barrel of the gun is preferably formed
of a single wire member 10 which fits into
the grooves. 8 and 9. Preferably, the lower
portion 14 of.the wire member has its end

terminating in the groove 9 in the muzzle of -

the gun-and extends outwardly the necessary
distance and is then bent upwardly to form
the end of the barrel,and also a suitable notch

15 for an:elastic band “The end -portion -of -

the barrel is arcuate in shape to prevent the
elastic band from slipping off the end of the
barrel. - The return portion ofthe barrel
forming wire fits-into the grooves'8 and ex-
tends beyond said grooves' along and immedi-
ately beneath the recess 6 in the castings 1 and

9. “At the‘énd -of the recess, the wire is bent
~downwardly into-a loop 16- and a trigger 17.

The- upper portion-of the trigger projects
outwardly into the aperture 4 by passing

_ through the recess'19-in the castings 1 and 2.
.The Tower portion of the trigg

ger " passes
through the recess 20 and’ terminates within
the castings.
16 preferablv passes above the rivet 12, when
the trigger is pressed, ‘the loop 16 -will have to

move upwardly smce it 1s pivoted or clamped
'by the grooves 8 in the muzzle of the gun. :

‘Pressure upon the trigger,-as will be ob-

served, ‘will -cause the loop to be: raised up- -
‘Wardlv through the slot 6 and between the

" projections 7. The rubber band 18, stretched
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from the end 15 of the barrel over the pro-

-jections 7, will- be forced upwardly and re-

leased by 1 the loop 16 actuated by the trigger

17:: The projections 7 serve-as a holding

means for the rubber band and, in addltlon,

“give the appearance of the usual sight on a
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‘Tevolver.

In the. manufacture of such a dev1ce “the

butt formmg ‘members may be readily and in-
expensively formed of suitable castings and
- the barrel forming ‘wire member may be bent
‘into its proper shape by automatic ‘jmachinery -
The three ele-

prior-to assembling:the parts.
ments may be readily assembled and secured

together by the rivet 12. . The several parts
are simple and inexpensive in -construction
-and may be secured rlgldly 1 posmon by a

.. . single rivet:
0

Ini-the operatlon of the dev1ce, the- rubber
band 18 is stretched from the end 15.of the

‘barrel over the projections or sight 7,-in
“which p051t10n it will remain until releaeed
by pressure upon the trigger 17. By pressing

upon the trlgger in the usual manner, the

The lower portion of the loop-
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loop 16 is moved upwardly th

the clamped portion of the wire at the muzzle
of the gun. This forces the elastic band up-
wardly over the projections 7, thereby re-
leasing it.. The rubber. bands may be pur-
chased in various stores, particularly sta-
tionery stores, or, as 1s often the case, may be
cut from inner tubes used in automobile tires.

It will be seen that the present invertion

arough the re-
cess 6 intermediate the pro;ectlong 7 about
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p10v1des an attractive, rugged: toy gun con- -

struction formed from three parts which ma
be assembled by the application of a smgre
rivet: The butt: of the gun simulates the

butt of an antomatic pistol and is. made from

a pair of inexpensive ‘castings.. The barrel

80

of the gun is made from a continuous wire

~which is bent at one end to form the releasing

member for the bands and-also to form Lhe

trigger for operating the releasing member_
~Since these movable portions are made of a
single piece of wire, there is nothing to break
or to get out of order hence, the gun is very,

a4

rugged in “construction and capable of with-

standing very rough usage. Further, the de-

‘vice may be manufactured at a very Tow cost
so that'it may be sold in chain store syndl-_

cates at.a prlce attractive to children:
As’ various changes may be made in the

form, construction, ‘and arrangement of parts
‘without departmgr from the spirit and scope,

of ‘the invention and without sacrificing iis
advantages, it is to be understood that all
matter hereln is_to be interpreted as.illus-

trative and not in a limiting sense.
Having thus descrlbed my 1nvent1om I -

c1a1m

1. In a device of the class described, the
comblnatlon of means forming the’ butt of
a gui, a member bent upon itself to form the

,barrel of the gun, and means for engaging

an-elastic band, one end of said membel be-

ing-adapted to be moved to engage and release -
said ba nd from said engaging means.:

9. In a device of the class described, ithe
combmatlon of a member adapted to form the
barrel -of a gun, a pair of butt members

"adapted to h01d said barrel forming mem-
. ber and to permit movement of a portion 6f -
'said barrel forming mémber, and means for
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actuating said movable portion of the har 1e1

forming member to release a missile:
3. In a device of the class deseribed, the

combination of a member adapted to. form -

the barrel of a gun, a pair of butt members

-adapted toengage said barrel forming mem-

ber and to pivotally support a portion there-. -

of, and a trigger integral with said pivoted -
pertion to actuate s'ud pivoted por tion about

1ts pivot to release an-elastic: b‘md
4. Tn a device -of the class described, the

: comblnatlon of a wire or rod bent. uDOn 1t-
self to form the barrel of a gun; the cuter
end Qf the barrel being adapted to receive ‘and 1
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hold a rubber band, a pair of butt forming
members adapted to engage said wire and to
hold it in position, the upper portion of said
wire forming the barrel being adapted to be
pivoted at a point intermediate its ends, said
pivoted end extending within the hollow butt
of the gun and being bent into the form of

_a trigger, said butt members having a recess

adjacent said pivoted end and a projection
extending upwardly from said recess for re-

ceiving an elastic band whereby, when the
trigger is-pressed, said pivoted end is moved

upwardly to release the elastic band from
said projection. :
5. In a device of the class described, the

combination of a pair of butt forming mem-

bers grooved to receive a wire, a wire bent
upon itself to form the barrel of the gun with
its ends secured in said grooves, one end of
said wire extending inwardly along the up-

per edge of the butt forming members and be- .
ing bent downwardly to form the trigger,

whereby pressure upon the trigger raises the
end of the wire extending along the upper
portion of the butt members. : .
6. In a device of the class described, the
combination of a pair of butt forming mem-
bers adapted to be clamped together to form
the butt of a gun, a recess along the upper
portion of the butt forming members with up-
wardly extending projections on the sides of
said recess for engaging and holding an elas-
tic band, and a releasing means comprising a
substantially resilient member bent upon it-
self and adapted to be raised through said
recess and between said projections to release
said band. :

7. In a device for projecting elastic bands,

the combination of means for forming a butt
and a small rod bent upon itself to form the
barrel of a gun, said rod having one end

bent to provide a band releasing means, and

a trigger formed from said rod pivoted with-
in said butt and adapted to raise said releas-
ing means. ' ' ,

8. In a device of the class described, the
combination of members forming the butt of
a gun, said members being grooved to receive
a wire, and a wire secured- in said grooves at

the muzzle of the gun and extending out-

wardly a substantial distance from the muz-
zle and being bent upon itself and returned
to said muzzle passing through a second

groove, one end of said wire being formed -

into a loop within said butt: forming mem-

- bers, said loop being adapted to act about the

fixed portion of the wire to release an elastic

band, and a trigger integral with said loop.

9. In a device for projecting elastic bands,
the combination of a wire member for form-
ing the barrel of the gun, said wire member
having a loop bent therein to provide a band

releasing means, and a trigger portion

formed from said wire adjacent to said loop
and adapted to move said loop upwardly.

3

10. A band releasing device for a toy gun

comprising  a “substantially resilient wire

member, a trigger formed from said member, -

and a band releasing portion intégral with
said trigger adapted to be bent upwardly to

the trigger is released, said releasing portion
being normally. out of engagement with the
band. G e
. WILLIAM A. COVENTRY.
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-release a band when said trigger is pulled and
‘adapted to feturn to its normal position when
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