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This invention relates to certain novel im 
provements in mouthpieces for telephones 
or speaking tubes and like instruments and 
has for its principal object the provision of 

5 an improved construction of this character 
which will be highly efficient in use and 
economical in manufacture. 
Among the several objects of this inven 

tion is to provide a mouthpiece which is con 
10 structed in a manner to afford the confine 

ment of a saturated or impregnated member 
in the confines of the area where germs are 
likely to collect for the purpose of destroy 
ing these germs thereby providing a mouth 

15 piece which will be sanitary. 
Other objects will appear hereinafter. 
The invention consists in the novel com 

bination and arrangement of parts to be 
hereinafter described and claimed. 

20. The invention will be best understood 
by reference to the accompanying draw 
ings showing the preferred form of con 
struction, and in which: 

Fig. 1 is a fragmentary face elevational 
25 view of a telephone showing my improved 

mouthpiece associated therewith; 
Fig.2 is a side view of the mouthpiece 

embodying my invention; 
Fig. 3 is a sectional detail view of the 

30 same taken substantially on line 3-3 of 
Fig. 2; and 

Fig. 4 is a sectional detail view of the 
same taken substantially on line 4-4 of 
Fig. 3. 

35 Mouthpieces which are now customarily 
used in connection with telephones and 
speaking tubes or like instruments comprise 
a body formed to provide a funnel shaped 
mouth the opening of which terminates into 

40 a cylindrical bore formed in the base of 
the mouthpiece. In speaking into this 
mouthpiece moisture from the breath will 
collect in this cylindrical bore and this cy 
lindrical bore provides a place for the col 

45 lection of germs. Ordinarily this bore is 
not of sufficient diameter to afford cleaning 
the same so as to assure removal of the col 
lected moisture and germs deposited upon 
the walls of the base of the mouthpiece with 

50 in the bore. w 

As stated it is one of the many objects 
of this invention to provide a mouthpiece 
which will be sanitary and in this connec 
tion my improved mouthpiece includes a 
body 10 preferably though not necessarily is 
formed cylindrical in cross section and pro 
vided with a central bore 11. The wall 12 
of the body 10 which I prefer to term the 
base is provided with a reduced collar 13 
threaded externally as at 14 for threaded 60 
engagement into the usual thread bearing 
bushing provided by the head of a telephone 
or speaking tube or other like instrument. 
This collar carries a web 15 which closes 
the base of the body 10 and this web is 65 
provided with a plurality of perforations 
16 so as to prevent distortion of the voice 
when speaking through the mouthpiece. 
My improved mouthpiece further includes 

a funnel shaped mouth 17 and in forming 70 
this funnel shaped mouth it is preferable 
that the length of the same be of a minimum 
dimension whereby to provide the smallest 
area 18 upon which moisture or germs may 
be collected and which moisture or germs 75 
may be easily removed by wiping a cloth 
saturated with a germ destroying fluid or 
the like against this area. 
To the rear of the funnel shaped mouth 

17 there is provided a shoulder 19 by reduc- 80 
ing the body from which the mouthpiece is 
formed to a reduced portion. 20. This re 
duced portion 20 is threaded externally as 
at 21 for threaded engagement with the in 
ternal threads 22 formed at the entrance of 85 
the body 10. When the funnel shaped 
mouth is attached to the body 10 the shoul 
der 19 will butt against the outer edge of 
the body 10. - 
To the rear of this reduced portion 20 90 

there is formed a second reduced portion 
23 which I prefer to call a sleeve. This 
sleeve 23 is of a diameter smaller than the 
inside diameter of the bore 11 but of a 
diameter equal to the diameter of a reduced 95 
bore 24 formed in the base 12 whereby the 
interior end of the sleeve will bear against 
the web 15. When the sleeve 23 is mounted 
in its respective position as just rescribed 
there will be formed between the sleeve and 100 
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the body 10 a cylindrical chamber 25. As 
shown this sleeve 23 is provided with a 
lurality of perforations 26 to admit the 

s Fo. a saturated collar or tube 27 
5 confined in the chamber 11. As indicated 

this tube is saturated with a germ destroy 
ing substance and for the purpose it is pre 
ferably formed of absorbent material, 
From the description hereintaken in con 

10 nection with the accompanying drawings 
it will be seen that I provide a mouthpiece 
for a telephone or speaking tube or other 
like instrument which is sanitary thereby 
thus eliminating the transmission of germs. 

15 While I have illustrated and described the 
preferred form of construction for carrying 
my invention into effect, this is capable of 
variation and modification, without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention. I, 

20 therefore, do not wish to be limited to the 
precise details of construction as set forth, 
but desire to avail.myself of such variations 
and modifications as come within the scope 
of the appended claim. . . . . . . . . . . . 
Having thus described my invention what 

I claim as new and desire to protect by 
Letters Patent is: . . . (. 

in 

2 5 

A mouthpiece for telephones or like 
struments comprising a tubular member hav 

80 ing an outwardly flared lip at one end and 
a perforated disc at the other end to permit 
sound vibrations to pass therethrough, said . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
tubular member being perforated from said ... . . . . . . 
shoulder to a point adjacent said disc, said - . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

35 tubular member having an annular shoulder 
on the outer surface thereof adjacent the 
flared lip, a sleeve threadedly mounted on 
said tubular member and including an offset 
portion extended over the perforated area 
of said tubular member, so as to define a 
chamber above the perforated area of said 
tubular member so that an antiseptic and 
absorbent body may be disposed in said 
chamber whereby the fumes thereof will 
pass through the perforations in said tubu 
lar member. . . . . . . . . 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 

". . . . . . EDWARD W. ROBERTS. 
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