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(57) Abstract: Some embodiments provide an architecture (figure 1) for establishing a multi-participant conference. This archi-
tecture has one participant’s computer in the conference act as a central content distributor (105) for the conference. The central
distributor (105) receives data (e.g., video and/or audio streams) from the computer of each other participant (110-120), and dis-
tributes the received data to the computers of all participants (110-120). In some embodiments, the central distributor (105) receives
& A/V data from the computers of the other participants (110-120). From such received data, the central distributor (105) of some
& embodiments generates composite data (e.g., composite image data and/or composite audio data) that the central distributor (105)
O gistributes back to the participants (110-120). The central distributor (105) in some embodiments can implement a heterogeneous
audio/video conference. In such a conference, different participants can participate in the conference differently. For instance, dif-
ferent participants might use different audio or video codecs. Moreover, in some embodiments, one participant might participate in
only the audio aspect of the conference, while another participant might participate in both audio and video aspects of the conference.
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