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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, AMELIA B. WELLs 

and MATILDA BLICKHAN, both citizens of 
the United States, and residents of the city 
of New York, borough of Manhattan, in 
the county and State of New York, have in 
vented a new and Improved Convertible 
Garment of which the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description. . . . . The object of the invention is to provide 
a new and improved convertible garment 
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more especially designed for woman's wear 
and which can be readily converted by the 
owner into a house dress, empire gown, 
street, dress, ball room dress, belt waist dress 
and loose back wrapper. . . . 

In order to produce the desired result use 
is made of a body and a waist integral at 
the front and back with the front and back 
of the said body, the waist, having a neck 
opening and the garment having side open 
ings extending from under the arms to the 
hip line of the body, short skirt portions in 
tegral with the front edges of the said side 
openings and extending from the waist line 
downward a distance below the bottom of 
the said side openings, the said skirt por 
tions in one position overlying the lower 
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portions of the said side openings and in 
another position underlying the lower por 
tions of the said side openings, a girdle at 
the front of the garment and extending 
along the upper edges of said skirt portions 
and having means at the ends of the said 
girdle to permit of fastening the ends of 
the girdle together at the back of the wearer. , 
Use is also made of bands extending from 
the front of the girdle at opposite sides of 
the median line of the girdle, the bands be ing adapted to be passed around the garment 
to the rear thereof and over the shoulders 
to the front to connect with the girdle and 
thereby form shoulder straps, the said bands 
being also adapted to engage a loop at the 
rear of the neck opening for drawing the 
waist portion of the body up under the arms, 
and the said bands being also, adapted for 
ornamental purposes. A practical embodiment of the invention is represented in the accompanying draw 
ings forming a part of this specification, in 
which similar, characters of reference indi cate corresponding parts in all the views. 

Figure 1 is a front perspective view of the 

perspective view of the same. 
The convertible garment in its general 

construction consists of a skirt body A and 
a waist B integral at the front and back 
with the front and back of the skirt body A. 
The waist. B is provided at the top with a neck opening C, preferably V-shaped at the 
front and at the back. The waist B is pro 
vided with integral sleeves D having bottom 
openings. E each extending from the scye to 
the terminal of the corresponding sleeve. The garment is provided with side open 
ings Feach extending from the scye of a 

convertible garment; and Fig. 2 is a rear 55 
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sleeve along the corresponding side of the 
Waist Band down along the corresponding 
side of the skirt body A to a point at or be. 
low the hip of the wearer. Skirt portions G 
extend integrally from the front edge of the 
botly portions of the side openings F and 
each skirt portion terminates at its upper 
end at the waist line of the garment and its 
lower end extends a distance below the bot 
tom of the corresponding side opening F. 
The skirt portions G form closing flaps for the body portions of the side openings F 
and are adapted to overlie the same, to close 
the Said side openings and to provide a coat 
effect. The skirt portions G may be passed 
through the side openings F to the inside 
of the garment to underlie the body portions 
of the side openings F and to thus close the 
sane. - 

70 

3) 

85 

The free side edges of the skirt portions 
are provided with fastening devices H for 
fastening the said edges together whether 
the skirt portions are arranged inside of 
the body or exteriorly thereof, as above ex plained. To the front of the garment is se 
cured a girdle I which extends rearwardly 
along the upper, edges of the skirt portions 
G, and the rear ends of the said girdle are 
provided with fastening means I, such as 
tie strings or the like, for fastening the 
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terminals of the girdle together at the back 
either inside of the body A or exteriorly 
thereof, as previously explained. It is ex 
pressly understood that the waist bands of 
the skirt. portions. G are fastened together 
at the back of the wearer by the use of the 
girdle I and its fastening means I, and then 
the skirt portions can be passed through the 
side openings F and extended exteriorly 
over the back of the body to be connected 
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with each other by the fastening devices H 
whenever it is desired to produce a coat 
effect. The skirt portions G when not used 
exteriorly extend from the sides of the wear 
er's body rearward within the skirt body A 
and the adjacent edges may or may not be 
fastened together as desired by the wearer. 
The girdle I extends sufficiently high at 

the front to form a support for the bust of 
the Wearer thus permitting the owner of the 
garment to wear the same with or without a 
corset. The girdle I also extends sufficiently 
far down the front to show off the waist 
line. From the front of the girdle at the 
opposite sides of the median line thereof 
extend bands J provided at or near their 
terminals with fastening members Kadapt 
ed to engage fastening members K at the 
front of the girdle adjacent the beginning 
points of the bands J, as plainly indicated 
in Fig. 1. The bands Jare of sufficient 
length to permit of passing the bands rear 
wardly and over the back and shoulder's to 
the front of the garment to connect the fas 
tening members K with the fastening mem 
bers K' thus using the bands J as shoulder 
straps. The bands J may be crossed at the 
back at the waist line, and then extended 
over the shoulders, or the said bands may 
be crossed at the shoulder blades and then 
passed over the shoulders. The bands J may be passed through the side openings F 
to the rear of the wearer's body to be tied 
together at the back with the terminals 
hanging down inside of the loose back. The 
bands J may be passed through a loop L ar 
'anged at the back at the apex of the neck 
opening C to draw the Waist line portions 
of the body A up under the arms and to 
allow of tying the terminals of the said 
bands J into a bow whenever it is desired 
to convert the garment into an empire gown. 
When the loop L is not used as described it 
hangs down at the inside of the gallaleut 
and is hence not visible. When it is de 
sired to convert the gainent into a belt 
waist dress, the otle of the ball 'lis ) is 
passed around the back to the front to be 
tied with the other band into a low. The 
bands J may also be passed to the rear of 
the garment and crossed then passed for 
ward under the arms and over the list of 
the weare', the terminals of the binds to be 
then tied into a bow at the apex of tie (c. 
opening C. - 
The front of the ga mint inclit cling the 

skirt portiolis (; is gathered along the g’- 
dle I to provide the desired fiti ess it the 
bust portions of the waist and to revisie 
graceful upright folds at the front of the 
skirt body. By reference to the drawings 
it will be noticed that the slirt body A a ind 
the waist B with its integral sleeves E are 
made from a single piece of material doll. 
bled up at the middle to form the tops of 
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the sleeves D and having the sides sewed 
together from the bottoms of the side open 
ings F to near the lower end of the skirt to 
form both a plain front and a plain back 
from the top of the garment to the bottom 
thereof, but when the garment is worn then 
the front and back form graceful upright 
folds to enhance the appearance of the gar 
ment. 
The sleeves D terminate at their outer 

ends in cuffs D' adapted to be folded back 
onto the sleeve, or extended outwardly. 
Each sleeve is, provided at opposite sides of 
the bottom opening with fastening devices 
N, N' for closing the sleeve with a view to 
form a tight sleeve whenever it is desired 
to do so, and each cuff D is provided at 
each side, with fastening devices O, O' 
adapted to engage one the other when the 
cuff is folded back so as to hold the cuff 
i:l folded position. The fastening devices 
O may also be engaged with each other at 
the time the cuff D is extended so as to 
form an extended tight sleeve. It is under 
stood that the cuff may be used in either of 
its folded or extended positions with any 
one of the different d'esses into which the 
gament may be converted to suit the indi 
vidual taste of the owner. 

It is understood that when the bands J, J 
are drawn around the wearer, then the rear 
edges. of the openings l are drawn for 
Ward to overlap the front edges of the open 
ings from the scyes to the hips thus closing 
the said openings and producing a close 
fitting gament having a graceful effect. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that 

the garment by the employment of very 
simple means can be readily converted into 
a wrappear, gown ol' vai'iolis dies:ses to el 
lait the owne' to well the dress in le lioise, 
on the street. in the ball room or for special 
'?' sons as the case 1): ' bye. 
Having thus described our invention, we 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent: 

1. A convertible garment, comprising a 
skirt body and a waist integral at the front 
and back with the front and back of the 
said body, the waist having a neck o;pening 
and the gainent having side openings ex 
tending from the scye of the waist to the 
hip line of the body, the said skirt body and 
the said waist being made from a single 
piece of material doubled if and having the 
side edges fastened together from the bot 
tons of the said side openings to the lowei' 
end of the skirt body, shot skirt politions 
integral with the front edges of the said 
side openings and extending from the Waist 
line downward, the said skirt portions in 
one position overlying the lower portions 
of the side openings and in another position 
underlying the lower portions of the said 
side openings, a girdle at the front of the 
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garment and extending along the upper 
edges of the said skirt portions, and fasten 
ing means at the ends of the said girdle to permit of fastening the ends of the girdle at 
the back of the wearer. - 2. A convertible garment, comprising a 
skirt body and a waist integral at the front 
and back with the front and back of the said body, the waist having a neck opening 
and the garment having side openings ex 
tending from the scye of the waist to the 
hip line of the body, the said skirt body and 
the said waist being made from a single 
piece of material doubled up and having the 
side edges fastened together from the bot 
toms of the said side openings to the lower 
end of the skirt body, short skirt portions 
integral with the front edges of the said 
side openings and extending from the waist 
line downward, the said skirt portions in 
one position overlying the lower portions 
of the side openings and in another position 
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underlying the lower portions of the said 
side openings, a girdle at the front of the 
garment and extending along the upper 
edges of the said skirt portions, fastening 
means at the ends of the said girdle to per 
mit of fastening the ends of the girdle at 
the back of the wearer, and bands extending 
from the girdle at opposite sides of the 
median line of the said girdle. 

3. A convertible garment, comprising a 
body and a waist integral at the front and 
back with the front and back of the said 
body, the waist having a neck opening and 
the garment having side openings extending 
from the scye of the waist to the hip line of 
the body, the said skirt body and the said 
waist being made from a single piece of ma 
terial doubled up and having the side edges 
fastened together from the bottoms of the 
said side openings to the lower end of the 
skirt body, short skirt portions integral With 
the front edges of the said side openings and 
extending from the waist line downward a 
distance below the bottoms of the said side 
openings, the said skirt portions in one po 
sition overlying the lower portions of the 
side openings and in another position under 
lying the lower portions of the said side 
openings. a girdle at the front of the gar 
ment and extending along the upper edges 
of the said skirt portions, fastening means 
at the ends of the said girdle to permit of 
fastening the ends of the girdle at the back 
of the wearer, bands extending from the 
girdle at opposite sides of the median line of the said girdle, the said bands being 
adapted to be passed around the garment to 
the rear thereof and over the shoulders to the front, and fastening means for fastening 
the terminals of the said bands to the front 
of the girdle. w 4. A convertible garment, comprising a 
body and a waist integral at the front and 

back with the front and back of the said body, the waist having a neck opening and 
the garment having side openings extending 
from the scye of the waist to the hip line of 
the body, the said skirt body and the said 
waist being made from a single piece of ma 
terial doubled up and having the side edges 
fastened together from the bottoms of the 
said side openings to the lower end of the 
skirt body, short skirt portions integral with 
the front edges of the said side openings and 
extending from the waist line downward a 
distance below the bottoms of the said side 
openings, the said skirt portions in one po 
sition overlying the lower portions of the 
side openings and in another position under 
lying the lower portions of the said side 
openings, a girdle at the front of the gar 
ment and extending along the upper edges 
of the said skirt portions, fastening means 
at the ends of the said girdle to permit of 
fastening the ends of the girdle at the back 
of the wearer, bands extending from the 
girdle at opposite sides of the median line 
of the said girdle, the said bands being 
adapted to be passed around the garment to 
the rear thereof and over the shoulders to 
the front, and fastening means for fastening 
the terminals of the said bands to the front 
of the girdle adjacent their starting points. 

5. A convertible garment, comprising a 
body and a waist integral at the front and 
back with the front and back of the said body, the waist having a neck opening and 
the garment having side openings extending 
from the scye of the waist to the hip line of 
the body, the said skirt body and the said 
waist being made from a single piece of ina 
terial doubled up and having the side edges 
fastened together from the bottoms of the 
said side openings to the lower end of the 
skirt body, short skirt Dortions integral With 
the front edges of the said side openings and 
extending from the waist line downward a 
distance below the bottoms of the said side 
openings, the said skirt portions in one lo 
sition overlying the lower portions of the 
side openings and in anether position, unde 
lying the lower portions of the said side 
openings, a girdle at the front of the gar ment and extending along the upper edges 
of the said skirt portions, fastening illeans 
at the ends of the said girdle to permit of 
fastening the ends of the girdle at the back 
of the wearer, bands extending froiil the 
girdle at opposite sides of the edian line 
of the said girdle, the said li'l nds being 
adapted to be passed arcund the rear of the 
garment, and a loop at the back of the inces 
openings for the passage of the said bents 
to allow of tying the tertuinals of the balls 
into a bow at the back of the garment. 

6. A convertible garment, comprising a 
body and a waist integral at the front and 
back with the front and hack of the said 
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ody, the waist having a neck opening and 
having sleeves open at the bottom, and fas 
tening means for each sleeve and located at 
opposite sides of a sleeve opening at the 

is terminal thereof to permit of closing the 
sleeve at the bottom, and the garment hav 
ing side openings extending from the scye 
of the waist to the hip line of the body, the 
said skirt body and the said waist being 

10 made from a single piece of material dou 
bled up and having the side edges fastened 
together from the bottoms of the said side 
openings to the lower end of the skirt body, 
short skirt portions integral with the front 

15 edges of the said side openings and extend 
ing from the waist line downward a dis 
tance below the bottoms of the said side 
openings, the said skirt portions in one posi 
tion overlying the lower portions of the side. 

20 openings and in ancther position underly 
ing the lower portions of the said side open 
ings, a girdle at the front of the garment 
and extending along the upper edges of the 
said skirt portions, and fastening means at 

25 the ends of the said girdle to permit of fas 
tening the ends of the girdle at the back of 
the wearer. . 

'. A convertible garment, comprising a 
body and a waist integral at the front and 

30 back with the front and back of the said 
body, the waist having a neck opening and 
having sleeves open at the bottom, cuffs at 
the ends of the sleeves and adapted to be 
folded back or extended and two sets of fas 

35 tening devices for each sleeve, one for fas 
tening the free ends of a cuff to its sleeve 
when the cuff is folded back upon the sleeve 
or for fastening the free ends of the cuff to 
gether when extended, and the other fasten 

40 ing device being arranged at opposite sides 
of the bottom of a sleeve opening at the ter 
minal thereof for closing the sleeve at the 
bottom opening, and the garment having 
side openings extending from the scye of 

45 the waist to the hip line of the body, the said 
skirt body and the said waist being made 
from a single piece of material doubled up 
and having the side edges fastened together 
from the bottoms of the said side openings 

50 to the lower end of the skirt body, short 
skirt portions integral with the front edges 
of the said side openings and extending 
from the waist line downward a distance be 
low the bottoms of the said side openings, 

55 the said skirt portions in one position over 
lying the lower portions of the side open 
ings, and in another position, underlying 
the lower portions of the said side portions, a 
girdle at the front of the garment and ext 

60 tending along the upper edges of the Said 
skirt portions, and fastening means at the 
ends of the said girdle to permit of fasten 
ing the ends of the girdle at the back of 
the wearer. 0. 

65 8. A convertible garment provided with 

sleeves open along the bottom and terminat 
ing in cuffs adapted to be folded back or ex 
tending forwardly, and two sets of fasten 
ing devices for each sleeve, one for fasten 
ing the free ends of a cuff to its sleeve when 70 
the cuff is folded back upon the sleeve or 
for fastening the free ends of the cutf-to 
gether when the cuff is intended, and the 
other fastening device being arranged at op 
posite sides of a bottom opening of a sleeve 
at the terminal thereof for closing the sleeve 
at the bottom opening. . . 

9. A convertible, garment, comprising a 
skirt body and a waist formed of a single 
piece doubled up to provide a front, back 
and sleeves, the said waist having a neck 
opening and a back loop at the middle of 
the back edge of the said opening, the said 
edges of the doubled-up piece being sewed 
together from the bottoms of the said side 
openings to the lower end of the skirt body, 
the said garment having side openings, a 
girdle at the front of the garment and pro 
vided at its ends with fastening means for 
fastening the ends together at the back of 
the wearer, and bands extending from the 
front of the girdle. at opposite sides of the 
front median line of the girdle, the said 
bands being adapted to be passed rearward 
under the arms of the wearer and engaged 
with the said back loop to draw the waist 
line portions of the body up under the arms 
of the wearer. 

10. A convertible garment, comprising a 
skirt body having side openings extending 
from the waist line downward approxi 
mately to the hips, skirt portions in the 
form of flaps integral with the front edges 
of the said side openings and extending 
from the waist line downward a distance be 
low the bottom of the said side openings, the 
said skirt portions in one position overlying 
the said side openings and in another position 
underying the said side openings to cover 
the same in either position of the skirt por 
tions, and a girdle attached to the front of 
the said skirt body and extending along the 
upper ends of the said skirt portions. the 
rear terminals of the girdle being provided 
with fastening devices for connecting the 
girdle terminals with each other at the back 
of the wearer. 

11. A convertible garment, comprising a 
skirt body, having side openings extending 
from the waist line downward approxi 
mately to the hips, skirt portions in the 
form of flaps integral with the front edges 
of the said side openings and extending 
from the waist line E. a distance be 
low the bottoms of the said side openings, 
the said skirt portions in one position over. 
lying the said side openings and in another 
position underlying the said side openings 
to cover the same in either position of the 
skirt portions, a girdle attached to the 
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front of the said skirt body and extending 
along the upper ends of the said skirt, or 
tion, the rear terminals of the girdle being 
provided with fastening devices for connect 
ing the girdle terminals with each other at 
the back of the wearer, and fastening men. 
bers at the side edges of the skirt politions 
for connecting the same with each ot: , 

In testimony whereof we have signed our 
names to this specification in the presence 
of two saiscribing witnesses. 

ANELA B. WEIS. 
ATILIDA BLCKHAN. 
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