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For the reasons indicated below, the claims of the present application
fail to comply with the requirements of the PCT to such an extent that a
meaningful search is possible only to a Timited extent (Article
17(2)(a)(ii) PCT). Consequently, the examination of the present
application will be limited to the same extent (Rule 66.1(e) PCT).

Each of the independent method claims 1, 13, 21, 28, 40, 44, 52 and 59
as well as their corresponding independent machine-readable medium
claims 63, 75, 83, 90, 102, 106, 114, 121; their corresponding
independent apparatus claims 125, 137, 145, 152, 164, 168, 176, 183 and
their corresponding independent data processing system cliaims 197, 198,
200, 201, 203-206 relate implicitly or explicitly to directly retrieve a
first document from a first location.

The remaining independent method claims 17, 34 and 187 as well as their
corresponding independent machine-readable medium claims 79, 96, 190;
their corresponding independent apparatus claims 141, 158, 193 and their
corresponding independent data processing system cliaims 199, 202 and 196
relate implicitly or explicitly to overwriting the location of a
document.

As seen above, the application contains a disproportionately large
number of independent claims, which differ from each other only with
regard to the definition of the subject-matter for which protection is
sought and/or in respect of the terminology used for the features of
that subject-matter. The aforementioned claims therefore lack
conciseness, moreover, lack of clarity of the claims as a whole arises,
since the plurality of independent claims makes it difficult, if not
impossible, to determine the matter for which protection is sought, and
places an undue burden on others seeking to establish the extent of the
protection.

Furthermore, it is very difficult to determine whether the features (or
the wording) by which these claims differ relate merely to design
variations which do not involve an inventive step, or whether they
relate to inventions in the sense of Article 17(3)(a) PCT in combination
with Rule 13.2 PCT, for which an invitation to pay additional search
fees should be issued.

The search has therefore been limited to claims 1-12, 63-74, 125-136 and
197, which appear to be the first ones reciting essential and distinct
features of the present application.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
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Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPQO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which Ted to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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