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1
ACTION RECOGNITION USING IMPLICIT
POSE REPRESENTATIONS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present disclosure is a divisional of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 16/903,527 filed on Jun. 17, 2020,
which claims the benefit of EP application Ser. No. 19/306,
098.5, filed on Sep. 11, 2019. The entire disclosures of the
applications referenced above are incorporated herein by
reference.

FIELD

The present disclosure relates to action recognition and,
more particularly, to systems and methods for classifying
one or more images according to individual actions shown
in these images.

BACKGROUND

The background description provided here is for the
purpose of generally presenting the context of the disclo-
sure. Work of the presently named inventors, to the extent it
is described in this background section, as well as aspects of
the description that may not otherwise qualify as prior art at
the time of filing, are neither expressly nor impliedly admit-
ted as prior art against the present disclosure.

Neural networks including convolutional neural networks
(CNN) may be used, for example, in computer vision
applications. Human action recognition is a challenging task
in computer vision due to a large number and variability in
possible actions and due to the importance of different cues
(e.g., appearance, motion, pose, objects, etc.) for different
actions. In addition, actions can span various temporal
extents and can be performed at different speeds.

Some methods may be built upon two-stream architec-
tures, Recurrent Neural Networks (RNNs), or spatiotempo-
ral three dimensional (3D) convolutions. A method that is
built on a deep spatiotemporal convolutional architecture
and combines appearance and motion information in a
two-stream architecture processes red green blue (RGB)
video frames and the optical flow separately. This method
can be accurate in determining human actions for specific
datasets, like the Kinetics dataset.

Some drawbacks of these methods are the high compu-
tational costs for training and their complexity. Also, meth-
ods may not produce accurate human action predictions that
are robust against some recording properties of the images
like the camera movement or noise. Some datasets, and thus
what Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) learn, may be
biased against scenes and objects. While this contextual
information may be useful to predict human actions, it is not
sufficient for accurately determining human actions and
truly understanding what is happening in a scene or an
image.

Some methods for action recognition may leverage con-
text such as scenes or objects instead of focusing on the
human actions. These methods may therefore be error-
prone, where context (e.g., a scene or an object) is only
partially available, absent, or even misleading. Examples
where context is partial, absent, or misleading include
indoor surfing, with the right object but not in the usual
place, a mime artist mimicking someone playing violin,
where the object and the scene are absent, or soccer players
mimicking a scene of bowling on a soccer field with a soccer
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ball, which corresponds to misleading context. 3D CNNs
and other types of action recognition systems may fail to
recognize these actions. FIG. 4 includes an example of
misleading images.

Humans have a more complete understanding of actions
and can even recognize them without any context, object, or
scene. One particularly challenging example is the human
action recognition of mimed actions. Mime artists can
suggest emotions or actions to an audience using only facial
expressions, gestures, and movements but without words or
context.

Information carried by human poses can be used, for
example, to understand mimed actions. Action recognition
methods that take as input 3D skeleton data may be inde-
pendent of contextual information. However, these methods
may be employed in highly constrained environments where
accurate data is acquired through motion capture systems or
range sensors.

Real-world scenarios require dealing with a number of
challenges that make the extraction of reliable full-body 3D
human poses non-trivial. For example, these methods may
be sensitive to noise, complex camera motions, image blur,
and illumination artefacts, as well as occlusions and trun-
cations of the human body. These challenges make 3D
human pose estimation and, consequently, human action
recognition, more difficult and may provide inaccurate
results.

An explicit human pose may be defined by body key point
coordinates, such as 3D coordinates (x,, y,, z;) with i key
points (e.g., corresponding to joints of the human body) or
skeleton data.

Methods that are based on explicit poses may require that
humans are fully visible and may be limited to single-person
action recognition. Some of these methods further rely only
on 2D poses for the task of action recognition in real-world
videos. Compared to 2D poses, 3D poses have the advantage
of being unambiguous and representing motion dynamics
better. However, 3D human poses may only be obtained
from a motion capture system, a Kinect sensor, or a multi-
camera setting, and cannot be derived from real-world
videos.

Designing neural networks to capture spatiotemporal
information is non-trivial. A neural network may be config-
ured to produce a specific output, such as a classification
result, based on an input. However, without knowledge
about the specific structure of the neural network and its
specific filters or weights, it may not be possible to deter-
mine or to evaluate based on which features a specific
classification is made. Thus, a combination of two neural
networks, or parts of these two neural networks, each based
on a different idea and used for a specific purpose, may not
guarantee a desired effect that could be assumed from
different ideas alone. For example, if it is not clear on which
specific features of an input a neural network bases its
results, a combination with another neural network or a part
of another neural network may not produce an expected or
desired result. Determining whether a combination of two
different approaches or networks provides a specific result
can be expensive to evaluate.

There is a need in the art to address the problems of
human action recognition. It would be desirable to provide
an improved method for human action recognition that
overcomes the above disadvantages. Specifically, it would
be desirable to provide a method that accurately identifies
one or more human actions based on one or more images.

SUMMARY

In order to overcome the above deficiencies and to
address the problem of biased image classifications, systems
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and methods for accurately determining human actions are
disclosed. The present disclosure presents methods and
systems for improved action recognition that directly use
implicit pose representations. While the embodiments of the
summary are described with respect to human action rec-
ognition, the following may be used for individual action
recognition, where individual is used herein to include
humans, animals and inanimate objects, such as robots. An
individual may be a living object and/or a moving object that
may be part of a particular class, species, or collection.

In a feature, a computer-implemented method for human
action recognition includes obtaining one or more images
showing at least a portion of one or more humans, gener-
ating one or more implicit representations of one or more
human poses based at least in part on the one or more
images, and determining at least one human action by
classifying one or more of the implicit representations of one
or more human poses. By directly classifying one or more of
the implicit representations of one or more human poses, an
improved method system for action recognition that is
robust with respect to context shown in the one or more
images is provided. The at least one human action may be
determined by classifying the one or more implicit repre-
sentations of one or more human poses, instead of classify-
ing an explicit representation of one or more human poses.
By keeping the representation implicit, ambiguities in the
representations need not be resolved, which provides for an
efficient processing of these implicit representations com-
pared to explicit representations.

In a feature, the one or more implicit representations of
one or more human poses comprise one or more feature
vectors generated by at least a part of a first neural network.
The first neural network may be initially trained for deter-
mining two-dimensional (2D) and/or three-dimensional
(3D) poses of humans. Alternatively or additionally, the at
least one human action may be determined by classifying the
one or more implicit representations of one or more human
poses comprising the feature vectors by a second neural
network, which may be different from the first neural
network. The second neural network may be trained to
classify the one or more feature vectors according to human
actions. By classifying feature vectors generated by neural
network for pose determination, the implicit representations
of human poses can be generated in an efficient manner. For
example, the feature vectors can be extracted from a first
neural network that was initially trained for detecting human
poses.

In further features, the obtaining one or more images
includes: obtaining a sequence of images, such as a video
and/or a sequence of Red-Green-Blue (RGB) images, the
generating one or more implicit representations includes
generating a sequence of implicit representations of human
poses, and the determining the at least one human action
includes concatenating implicit representations of the
sequence of implicit representations of human poses and
performing a convolution, such as a one-dimensional (1D)
temporal convolution, on the concatenated implicit repre-
sentations. The concatenating the implicit representations
may include concatenating all implicit representations of the
sequence of implicit representations. By performing a con-
volution on concatenated implicit pose representations, a
human action can be determined in an efficient manner, since
the spatiotemporal information is processed in a single
operation (e.g. by means of a simple 1D convolution). This
allows an uncomplicated architecture to implement this
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4

aspect compared to architectures with complex processing
steps or multiple layers for encoding and processing the
temporal information.

In further features, the method further includes determin-
ing one or more candidate boxes around each human or one
or more humans partially or completely shown in at least one
of the one or more images. The one or more implicit
representations of one or more human poses may be gener-
ated based on the one or more candidate boxes and the one
or more images. When the one or more images comprise a
sequence of images, such as a video sequence, the method
may further include extracting tubes based on the candidate
boxes along the sequence of images. Additionally, the gen-
erating one or more implicit representations of one or more
human poses may include generating a sequence of implicit
representations of one or more human poses along the tubes.
A 1D temporal convolution may be performed or applied on
the sequence of implicit representations, which may be a
sequence of feature vectors, such as stacked feature vectors,
to determine the at least one human action. By generating
implicit representations based on the one or more candidate
boxes and the one or more images, the actions of one or
multiple humans can be determined in a more precise
manner. For example, Region-of-Interest (Rol)-pooling can
be performed based on the candidate boxes to further
increase the robustness with respect to context in the images.

In a feature, a computer-implemented method for training
at least a part of a neural network for human action recog-
nition or classification includes obtaining first sets of one or
more images, like a video or a sequence of images, and first
labels, which may describe an action shown in the one or
more images and correspond to the first sets, generating sets
of at least one feature vector by inputting at least one image
of each set of the first sets of one or more images into a first
neural network, the first neural network being trained for
determining human poses, training at least a part of a second
neural network for human action classification, such as one
or more layers of the second neural network, based on the
feature vectors of the sets of at least one feature vector. The
feature vectors of the sets of at least one feature vector
correspond to the inputted images and corresponding labels
of' the first labels, and the feature vectors are generated by at
least a part of the first neural network. By training at least a
part of a neural network for human action classification
based on feature vectors generated by a neural network for
human pose determination, a neural network for human
action classification or recognition can be generated in a fast
and efficient manner. For example, the neural network for
human action classification or recognition may simply be
combined with an already existing neural network for
human pose determination or a part of such a neural net-
work. Furthermore, by directly training a neural network on
pose features or feature vectors of a neural network, which
was initially trained for determining human poses, an
improved neural network for action recognition can be
generated that is robust with respect to context shown in
images.

In further features, each of the first sets of one or more
images includes a sequence of images, the feature vectors of
the sets of at least one feature vector comprises a sequence
of feature vectors corresponding at least partially to the
sequence of images, and a plurality of feature vectors of the
sequence of feature vectors is concatenated or stacked to
train a temporal convolutional layer, such as a 1D temporal
convolutional layer, of the second neural network with the
plurality of concatenated or stacked feature vectors. By
training a temporal convolutional layer of a neural network
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for action recognition with stacked features generated by
neural network for pose detection, an architecture is pro-
vided or trained that processes the temporal and spatial
information of images in a simplified manner. Accordingly,
the costs for training a neural network for action recognition
can be reduced.

In further features, the first neural network may be trained
based on second sets of one or more images and second
labels corresponding to the second sets prior to the second
neural network. The weights of the first neural network may
be frozen during the training of the second neural network.
By freezing the weights of the first neural network during
training, the training of the second neural network can be
performed in an efficient and effective manner. For example,
more processing recourses can be used for training a part of
the neural network for action classification. This may
include allowing larger temporal windows when sequences
of feature vectors are used for the training. Alternatively, at
least a part of the first neural network is jointly trained with
the second neural network based on the first sets of images
and the corresponding first labels. This allows improving the
accuracy of the combination of first and second neural
networks.

In further features, a computer-readable storage medium
having computer-executable instructions stored thereon is
provided. When executed by one or more processors, the
computer-executable instructions perform the method for
human action recognition or for training at least a part of a
neural network for human action recognition described
herein.

In further features, an apparatus comprising processing
circuitry is provided. The processing circuitry is configured
to perform the method for human action recognition or for
training at least a part of a neural network for human action
recognition described herein.

In a feature, a computer-implemented method of recog-
nition of actions performed by individuals includes: by one
or more processors, obtaining images including at least a
portion of an individual; by the one or more processors,
based on the images, generating implicit representations of
poses of the individual in the images; and by the one or more
processors, determining an action performed by the indi-
vidual and captured in the images by classifying the implicit
representations of the poses of the individual.

In further features, the implicit representations include
feature vectors from which key points with three dimen-
sional (3D) coordinates corresponding to a pose of a skel-
eton of the individual may be derived.

In further features, the implicit representations, which do
not include key points with 3D coordinates, are used to
derive key points corresponding to a pose of a skeleton of
the individual.

In further features, the implicit representations do not
include any 2 dimensional (2D) or three dimensional (3D)
individual skeleton data.

In further features, the generating the implicit represen-
tations includes generating the implicit representations of
the poses of the individual in the images using a first neural
network.

In further features, the method further includes training
the first neural network to determine at least one of two
dimensional (2D) and three dimensional (3D) poses of
individuals in images.

In further features, determining the action performed by
the individual includes determining the action by classitying
the implicit representations of the poses using a second
neural network.
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In further features, the implicit representations include
feature vectors.

In further features, the method further includes training
the second neural network to classify feature vectors accord-
ing to actions by individuals.

In further features, the individual includes a human, the
poses include human poses, and the action includes an action
performed by a human.

In further features, the images include a sequence of
images from a video.

In further features: generating the implicit representations
includes generating the implicit representations based on the
images, respectively; the method further includes concat-
enating the implicit representations to produce a concat-
enated implicit representation; and the determining the
action includes performing a convolution on the concat-
enated implicit representation to produce a final implicit
representation and determining the action performed by the
individual by classifying the final implicit representation.

In further features, the convolution is a one dimensional
(1D) convolution.

In further features, the convolution is a one dimensional
(1D) temporal convolution.

In further features the method further includes, by the one
or more processors, determining candidate boxes around
individual captured in the images, where generating the
implicit representations includes generating the implicit
representations based on the candidate boxes.

In further features the method further includes, by the one
or more processors, extracting tubes from the images based
on the candidate boxes.

In further features, the method further includes determin-
ing the candidate boxes includes determining the candidate
boxes using a regional proposal network (RPN) module.

In a feature, a computer-implemented method for training
a neural network configured to recognize actions performed
by individuals in images includes: by one or more proces-
sors, obtaining first images and first labels corresponding to
actions performed by individuals in the first images, respec-
tively; by the one or more processors, generating feature
vectors by inputting ones of the first images into a first
neural network configured to determine actions performed
by individuals based on input images, the feature vectors
being generated by the first neural network; and by the one
or more processors, training a second neural network con-
figured to recognize actions performed by individuals in
images based on the feature vectors, where the feature
vectors correspond to the input ones of the images and
corresponding first labels.

In further features, the first images include sequences of
images of individuals performing actions.

In further features, the method further includes, by the one
or more processors, concatenating the feature vectors, where
the training includes training a one-dimensional (1D) tem-
poral convolutional layer of the second neural network using
the concatenated feature vectors.

In further features, the method further includes: by the one
or more processors, training the first neural network based
on second images and second labels corresponding to the
second images, where the training the second neural net-
work includes training the second neural network after the
training of the first neural network, and where weights of the
first neural network are held constant frozen during the
training of the second neural network.

In further features, the method further includes: jointly
with the training of the second neural network, by the one or
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more processors, training the first neural network based on
the first images and the first labels corresponding to the first
images.

In a feature, a system includes: one or more processors;
and memory including code that, when executed by the one
or more processors, perform functions including: obtaining
images including at least a portion of an individual; based on
the images, generating implicit representations of poses of
the individual in the images; and determining an action
performed by the individual and captured in the images by
classifying the implicit representations of the poses of the
individual.

Further areas of applicability of the present disclosure will
become apparent from the detailed description, the claims
and the drawings. The detailed description and specific
examples are intended for purposes of illustration only and
are not intended to limit the scope of the disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure will become more fully understood
from the detailed description and the accompanying draw-
ings, wherein:

FIG. 1 illustrates a process flow diagram illustrating a
method for human action recognition;

FIG. 2 illustrates a process flow diagram illustrating a
method for generating implicit human pose representations;

FIG. 3 illustrates a process flow diagram illustrating a
method for human action recognition;

FIG. 4 shows a schematic drawing illustrating a technique
for determining a human action from images;

FIG. 5 illustrates an architecture of neural networks for
human pose determination;

FIG. 6 illustrates a process flow diagram of a method for
training at least a part of a neural network for human action
recognition;

FIG. 7 shows a schematic drawing illustrating a technique
for determining a human action from images;

FIGS. 8A-F show plots of the mean accuracy as a function
of the number of frames of input videos; and

FIG. 9 illustrates an example architecture in which the
disclosed methods may be performed.

In the drawings, reference numbers may be reused to
identify similar and/or identical elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Described herein are systems and methods for human
action recognition. For purposes of explanation, numerous
examples and specific details are set forth in order to provide
a thorough understanding of the described embodiments.
Embodiments as defined by the claims may include some or
all of the features in these examples alone or in combination
with other features described below, and may further include
modifications and equivalents of the features and concepts
described herein. The illustrative embodiments will be
described with reference to the drawings wherein elements
and structures are indicated by reference numbers. Further,
where an embodiment is a method, steps and elements of the
method may be combinable in parallel or sequential execu-
tion. As far as they are not contradictory, all embodiments
described below can be combined with each other. The
methods described herein may be performed by one or more
processors.

FIG. 1 is a process flow diagram of an example method
100 for human action recognition directly using one or more
implicit representations of human poses, like human pose
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features, in accordance with an embodiment. Specifically,
the method 100 may be used to predict actions, like human
actions (actions performed by humans), that are captured in
one or more images or that occur in a video. Videos are
generated from a series of images captured over time.

At 110, one or more images are obtained, such as by one
or more processors of a computing device. The one or more
images may be, for example, captured using a camera of the
computing device, obtained from memory of the computing
device, received from another computing device (e.g., via a
network) or obtained in another suitable manner. The one or
more images may comprise a sequence of images or frames,
such as trimmed videos. Trimmed videos mean that the
videos last only a few seconds (e.g. 2 to 10 seconds) around
a particular action performed by a human. The one or more
obtained images can show at least a portion of one or more
humans. In one example, the one or more images comprise
videos such as real-world videos, videos from a website
(e.g., YouTube, TikTok, etc.), television footage, movies,
camera recordings, or videos captured from a mobile plat-
form. The images or video may include a sequence of a
plurality of RGB (red green blue) frames/images.

At 120, one or more implicit representations of one or
more human poses are generated based at least in part on the
one or more obtained images. An example of an implicit
representation of a human pose may be a feature vector or
a feature generated by at least a part of a first neural network,
such as a pose detector module. The feature vector or feature
may include a deep or mid-level 3D pose feature. The one
or more implicit representations of the one or more human
poses may represent information that relates to the one or
more human poses or from which one or more human poses
can be determined. Implicit representations of one or more
human poses may include ambiguities regarding the one or
more human poses. In contrast, an explicit representation of
a human pose is unambiguously defined regarding the
human pose. For example, an explicit representation of a
human pose may comprise thirteen key points with each key
point having known three dimensional (3D) coordinates (x,,
¥,, Z,). FIG. 7 includes an example stick figure including 39
key points (13 key points per frame/image*3=39). In con-
trast, an implicit representation of a pose may be a feature
vector from which the 39 key points may be derived.

By keeping the representation implicit, ambiguities in the
pose detection may need not be resolved, and thus allow for
improved processing of these implicit representations com-
pared to explicit representations. For example, the informa-
tion content of implicit representations can be increased
compared to explicit representations.

The first neural network can be a neural network that has
been trained or that was initially trained to recognize or
determine human poses, like two-dimensional (2D) and/or
three-dimensional (3D) poses of humans. The one or more
implicit representations of the one or more human poses
may be generated based on single frames (or images) of a
video. For example, the one or more implicit representations
may be generated for one frame, two or more frames, or each
frame of the video.

At 130, at least one human action is determined by
classifying the one or more implicit representations of the
one or more human poses. In various implementations,
determining the at least one human action by classifying the
one or more implicit representations of the one or more
human poses is performed by a second neural network. The
second neural network may be trained to classify one or
more feature vectors generated by a first neural network
according to human actions. The method 100 may be
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performed by a neural network that comprises at least a part
of the first neural network and the second neural network.
The first neural network and the second neural network may
be executed on a single computing device or server, or on
distributed computing devices and/or servers.

FIG. 2 illustrates a process flow diagram of a method 200
for generating implicit human pose representations. Method
200 or one or more portions of the method 200 may be used
to generate the one or more implicit representations of 120
of FIG. 1.

The method 200 may begin with 210, which includes
processing obtained images. The processing may include
inputting the obtained images into a first neural network or
inputting the obtained images into one or more convolu-
tional layers of a first neural network to generate feature
vectors. The first neural network may be a deep convolu-
tional neural network (CNN) configured to determine (e.g.,
implicit representations of) human poses.

At 220, one or more candidate boxes or bounding boxes
are determined around humans shown in at least one of the
one or more images. Example bounding boxes are shown
around humans in FIG. 7. In embodiments, a Region Pro-
posal Network (RPN) module is used to determine candidate
boxes or bounding box around each human shown in an
image of the one or more images. The candidate boxes may
be determined based on the generated feature vectors or the
processed images. In various implementations, a candidate
box corresponds to a detected human pose or key point
coordinates of a human.

At 230, the one or more implicit representations of the one
or more human poses are generated based on the one or more
candidate boxes and the processed images. The generation
of the one or more implicit representations of the one or
more human poses may include modifying the generated
feature vectors by performing a Region of Interest (Rol)-
pooling based on the determined candidate boxes. In this
example, the one or more implicit representations of the one
or more human poses include the one or more modified
generated feature vectors.

FIG. 3 illustrates a process flow diagram of a method 300
for human action recognition in accordance with at least one
embodiment. One or more portions of the method 300 may
correspond to one or more portions of method 100 of FIG.
1 and/or the method 200 of FIG. 2.

At 310, a sequence of images or frames is obtained. The
sequence of images may be video, e.g., a video recorded by
a camera, or a video obtained from a computer-readable
medium. At 320, the sequence of images is processed. The
processing may include inputting at least two images of the
sequence of images into a first neural network or into one or
more convolutional layers of the first neural network to
obtain a sequence of feature vectors. In various implemen-
tations, each image or frame of the sequence of images or
frames is processed to obtain the sequence of feature vec-
tors.

At 330, candidate boxes around humans shown in the at
least two images are determined, e.g., using the RPN mod-
ule. The candidate boxes may be determined based on the
generated feature vectors and/or based on detected humans
in the at least two images. As described above, feature
vectors generated by a human pose detector or a neural
network for human pose detection may be implicit repre-
sentations of human poses.

To determine the evolution of poses over time in the
sequences of images, each human may be tracked over time.
This may be achieved by linking candidate boxes around a
human along the sequence of images.
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At 340, tubes are extracted based on the determined
candidate boxes along the sequence of the at least two
images. A tube may be a temporal series of spatial candidate
or bounding boxes, i.e., a spatiotemporal video tube. For
example, to generate tubes, candidate boxes in sequential
images may be linked. Starting from the candidate box with
a highest scored detection of a human, the candidate box
may be matched with the detections in the next frame, such
as based on an Intersection-over-Union (IoU) between the
candidate boxes. In one example, two candidate boxes in
subsequent images of the sequence of images are linked
when the IoU is greater than a predetermined value, such as
0.3. Otherwise, the candidate box will be matched with a
candidate box of the image after the subsequent image, and
a linear interpolation may be made for a candidate box of the
missing image or candidate boxes of sequential images. A
tube can be stopped, for example, when there was no match
(e.g., IoU less than the predetermined value) during 10
consecutive images. This procedure can be run forward (the
video in the forward temporal direction) and/or backward
(the video in the backward temporal direction) to obtain a
tube including a human. Then all detections in this first link
can be deleted, and the procedure can be repeated for the
remaining detections.

To summarize, the set of all human detections in all
frames are first considered. The first link is then built, as
described above. Next, a second link of bounding boxes that
do not contain bounding boxes from the previous link(s) is
built. To do so, the same process considering all the bound-
ing boxes in all frames may be repeated, except the ones that
have been linked before.

At 350, a sequence of implicit pose representations is
generated based on the processed sequence of images and
the extracted tubes. For example, the sequence of implicit
pose representations may include feature vectors that have
been generated by performing Rol-pooling on the processed
images of the sequence of images.

At 360, the implicit pose representations of the sequence
of implicit pose representations are concatenated or stacked
end to end. At 370, a convolution may be applied on the
concatenated or stacked representations to determine an
action or a plurality of action scores. The convolution may
be a one-dimensional (1D) temporal convolution or another
suitable type of convolutional layer. Based on the results of
the convolution, action scores may be determined and used
to classify the concatenated or stacked representations
according to actions. By using feature vectors as an implicit
representation, ambiguities in the pose detection may need
not be resolved, and a time convolution can be made in an
efficient manner to produce the result.

In various implementations, an action recognition frame-
work is disclosed that uses the implicit deep pose represen-
tation learned by a 3D pose detector, instead of explicitly
estimating sequences of poses, such as 3D skeleton data, and
operating on these sequences of explicit poses. An implicit
deep pose representation has the advantage that it encodes
pose ambiguities and does not require any tracking or
temporal reasoning that a purely pose-based method may
require to disambiguate complex cases. In at least one
embodiment, the first neural network for pose determination
includes a pose detector, such as the LCR-Net++ pose
detector, the LCR-Net pose detector, or another suitable type
of pose detector. The LCR-Net++ pose detector is discussed
in “LCR-Net++: Multi-person 2D and 3D pose detection in
natural images”, by G. Rogez, P. Weinzaepfel, and C.
Schmid, IEEE trans. PAMI, 2019. The LCR-Net++ pose
detector may be robust in challenging cases like occlusions
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and truncations by image boundary. LCR-Net++ is config-
ured for estimating full-body 2D and 3D poses for each one
or more humans shown in an image. The human-level
intermediate pose feature representations of the LCR-Net++
can be stacked, and a 1D temporal convolution can be
applied on the stacked representations.

FIG. 4 shows a schematic drawing illustrating a func-
tional block diagram 400 for determining a human action
from images. FIG. 4 shows three images 410a, 4105, and
410c¢ forming a sequence of images 410 taken over time.
However, a sequence of images can include two or more
images. In this example, the images 410a, 4105, and 410c¢
show humans dressed as American football players playing
basketball (not American football) on an American football
field. Accordingly, images 410a, 4105, and 410c¢ include
context that is related to American football, but shows an
action, performed by two humans, that is unrelated or
misleading with respect to the context of the images, namely
the action of a human pretending to shoot or throw a
basketball.

The images may be processed by at least a part of the first
neural network for human pose detection. The first neural
network or at least a part of a first neural network, like the
RPN module, may be configured to determine candidate
boxes 412a and 4125 around humans shown in the images.
Human tracks may be defined by tubes that are generated by
linking candidate boxes around humans for each image of
the sequence of images. The human tracks or tubes are
shown in the same gray scale/color for a respective human
along the sequence of images 410a-410c. Moreover, the first
neural network or at least a part of a first neural network may
be configured to generate a sequence of feature vectors 420
comprising feature vectors 420a, 4205, and 420c. In the
example of FIG. 4, only for one human track/tube is shown
for readability. The feature vectors 420a, 4205, and 420c
correspond to the images 410a, 41056, and 410¢. The feature
vectors 420a, 4205, and 420c¢ of the sequence of feature
vectors may be mid-level pose features of the first neural
network along human tracks.

After the generation of the sequence of feature vectors
420, the feature vectors 420a, 4205, and 420c¢ are stacked/
concatenated to leverage temporal information. The order of
the stacked feature vectors 430 may correspond to the order
of feature vectors 420a, 4205 and 420c¢ in the sequence of
feature vectors 420 and/or the order of images 410a, 4105
and 41056 in the sequence of images 410. The stacked feature
vectors 430 can be classified according to actions by deter-
mining action scores 440. Each classification may have an
associated action, and classification with the highest action
score may be selected to determine the action performed in
the sequence.

In various implementations, the classification of the
stacked feature vectors 430 may include inputting the
stacked feature vectors 430 to the second neural network for
action classification for classification by the second neural
network. The second neural network may include one or
more convolutional layers, such as a 1D convolutional layer.
The second neural network may additionally or alternatively
include one or more fully connected layers configured to
output the action scores 440.

Based on the action scores 440, an action performed by a
human in the sequence can be determined, such as by an
action module. For example, action score 442a may be
higher than action score 4425 and all other action scores.
Accordingly, the action module may determine that an
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action corresponding to action score 442a was performed in
the sequence. In FIG. 4 the action score 442a corresponds to
“playing basketball”.

In various implementations, the action module may
require that the highest action score be greater than a
predetermined value (e.g., 0.5) in order to be considered a
valid action. In such implementations, if the highest action
score is less than the predetermined value, the action module
may determine that no known action was performed in the
sequence.

A system for action recognition may include a part of the
first neural network configured to generate the feature vec-
tors 420a, 4205, and 420c¢ based on the sequence and the
second neural network configured to determine the action in
the sequence. The second neural network, which is config-
ured to encode the temporal information of the sequence of
images or feature vectors, may directly use the feature
vectors or human pose features and may not need additional
data such as a depth component in images/frames (e.g.,
RGB-d images or grayscale-d images). This provides for an
improved system for action recognition that is robust against
context.

In various implementations, single frame detections and
deep mid-level 3D pose features may be generated using a
3D pose detector module. Temporal integration may be
performed by generating tube proposals along which these
implicit 3D pose-based features are concatenated and
employed to directly classify the action being performed
using a 1D temporal convolution layer.

The methods described herein are less prone to inherent
pose estimation noise relative to other method of 3D action
recognition used to estimate and classify sequences of 3D
human poses. Moreover, other methods for 3D action rec-
ognition may include complex architectures for extracting
the temporal information from sequences of images com-
pared to embodiments described herein using a 1D temporal
convolution.

In an example, an input video is at least partially pro-
cessed by a pose detector module, e.g., LCR-Net++, to
detect human tubes. Mid-level pose features can be extracted
from the pose detector module processing the input video.
The mid-level pose features, which may be generated based
on the human tubes, can be stacked/concatenated over time.
Then, a single 1D temporal convolution can be applied on
the stacked pose features to obtain action scores. A single 1D
temporal convolution, which is applied on the mid-level
pose features, may be implemented in a 1D temporal con-
volution layer of a neural network. The 1D temporal con-
volution layer provides for a simple and uncomplicated
architecture of the neural network to extract temporal infor-
mation.

FIG. 5 is a functional block diagram including an example
architecture 500 of neural networks for human pose deter-
mination. The architecture 500 includes a neural network
(module) 502. The neural network 502 may be or include the
first neural network mentioned herein. The neural network
502 is configured to determine a pose for each human
completely or partially shown in an image 510 input into the
neural network 502.

The neural network 502 includes one or more convolu-
tional layers 520, and may include a Region Proposal
Network (RPN) module 530, a classification module 550
and a regression module 560. Moreover, the neural network
502 may include one or more fully connected (fc) layers
540. The fully connected layer 540q is configured to gen-
erate, based on the output of the convolutional layers 520, an
implicit representation that is used as input to the second
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neural network 580. The fully connected layers 5406 and
540c¢ are configured to generate explicit representations
based on the output of the fully connected layer 540a. The
classification and regression modules 550 and 560 may
determine the classification and perform regression on the
outputs of the fully connected layers 5405 and 540¢. Fully
connected layer 540a generates an implicit representation as
it may be used to estimate a pose but may not be used for
specifying a pose directly, as may be done by the fully
connected layers 5405 and 540c.

The RPN module 530 is configured to extract candidate
boxes around humans. In embodiments, pose proposals are
determined by the RPN module 530 by matching/fitting
poses of humans in the candidate boxes with/to predeter-
mined anchor-poses and placing the anchor poses into the
candidate boxes. The pose proposals are scored by the
classification module 550 and refined (regressed) by the
regression module 560. The regression module 560 may
include class-specific regressors trained independently for
each anchor-pose.

The anchor poses may be key poses that correspond to a
human standing, a human sitting, and other common human
poses. Each anchor pose includes a plurality of keypoints.
The regression module 560 may take as input the same
features as those used for the classification in the classifi-
cation module 550. Anchor-poses may be defined jointly in
2D and 3D, and the refinement/regression may occur in this
joint 2D-3D pose space.

In various implementations, the neural network 502 is
configured to detect multiple people in scenes and images
and/or to output full-body poses, even in case of occlusions
or truncation by image boundaries. In the example of
truncations at image boundaries, the neural network 502
may truncate a full-body pose at the same keypoint(s). The
results may be generated in real-time. The neural network
502 may comprise a Faster R-CNN like architecture.

The neural network 502 may be configured to extract
human tubes or to track humans from a sequence of images,
such as a video. In this example, each image of the sequence
of images or a subset of images of the sequence of images
is input to the neural network 502 to detect the candidate
boxes around humans for the subset of images. Then the
candidate boxes of subsequent images are linked, for
example, using Intersection-over-Union (IoU) between the
candidate boxes.

In various implementations, the implicit representations
of human poses include features or feature vectors used as
input to the final layer for pose classification and to the final
layer for joint 2D and 3D pose refinement/regression. These
features may be selected and/or extracted and used for the
human action classification. In examples, these features may
include 2048 dimensions (or have another suitable dimen-
sion) and/or may be generated by a ResNet50 backbone or
another suitable type of image classification algorithm.

Features generated by a neural network for pose detection,
like the neural network 502, may encode (or include)
information about both 2D and 3D poses. Accordingly, these
features may include pose ambiguities. The methods
described herein may directly classify these features to
determine human actions and may not require any tracking
or temporal reasoning that a purely pose-based method
would require to disambiguate complex cases and situations.
The features may simply be stacked over time along human
tubes and a temporal convolution of a kernel size T may be
applied on top of the resulting matrix, where T is the number
of' images of the sequence of images. This convolution may
output action scores for the sequence of images.
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FIG. 6 illustrates a flowchart depicting an example
method 600 for training at least a part of a neural network
for human action recognition and pose estimation. Option-
ally, at 610, a neural network is trained to classify images
according to human poses shown in the images based on
training images and labels corresponding to the training
images. The training images may show one or more humans
or at least a part of the one or more humans, and the labels
may indicate one or more poses of the one or more humans.
The neural network may be trained for estimating 2D and/or
3D human poses of one or more humans or at least a part of
the humans shown in an image.

At 620, first sets of one or more images and first labels
corresponding to the first sets are obtained. Each set of the
first sets of images may include a sequence of images or
frames, such as a video sequence. A first label of the first
labels may define one or more actions that humans perform
in the one or more images of a set of the first sets.

At 630, one or more sets of at least one feature vector are
generated by inputting at least one image of each set of the
first sets of the one or more images into a first neural
network. The sets of at least one feature vector are generated
by at least a part of the first neural network, like one or more
convolutional layers and/or a RPN module. In various
implementations, the first neural network is the neural
network trained at 610. Alternatively, the first neural net-
work is obtained together with the first sets of one or more
images and the first labels and may be the neural network
initially trained for determining human poses.

640 may be optional, as indicated by the dashed lines. In
this case, each of the first sets of one or more images include
a sequence of images, each set of the sets of at least one
feature vector includes a sequence of feature vectors corre-
sponding at least partially to the sequence of images, a
plurality of feature vectors of the sequence of feature vectors
can be concatenated or stacked at 640.

At 650 and with reference to FIG. 5, at least a part of a
second neural network for human action classification is
trained based on the sets of at least one feature vector
corresponding to the at least one image and at least one
corresponding label of the first labels. In various implemen-
tations, the training of the second neural network (e.g., the
second neural network 580 of the example of FIG. 5)
includes training a convolutional layer, such as a one-
dimensional (1D) temporal convolutional layer, of the sec-
ond neural network with the plurality of concatenated fea-
ture vectors (e.g., feature vectors of the fully connected layer
540a of FIG. 5). In various implementations, the second
neural network 580 may include or consist of a single
convolutional layer, which may be a one-dimensional (1D)
temporal convolutional layer.

After training, the second neural network may be com-
bined with at least a portion of the first neural network as
shown in FIG. 5, such as the portion configured to generate
the feature vectors or implicit pose features, to generate a
neural network that is configured to predict actions in
videos/sequences. The first neural network 502 or at least a
portion 575 (omitting those parts identified by 570 which are
used in training the first neural network 502) of the first
neural network 502 may be configured to generate the
feature vectors for each human track/tube (e.g., 420 of FIG.
4, which shows feature vectors 420a, 4205, 420¢ for one
human track/tube) that are stacked/concatenated (e.g., 430
of FIG. 4) and classified at 590 (e.g., 440 of FIG. 4, which
shows classifications 442a and 442b) by the second neural
network 580.
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In various implementations, the second neural network is
trained subsequent to the training of the first neural network.
In this case, the weights of the first neural network may be
frozen during the training of the second neural network,
meaning that these weights are not changed during training.
The weights of the first neural network can be frozen during
training, for example, due to graphics processing unit (GPU)
memory constraint or for allowing larger temporal windows
to be considered. In various implementations, at least a part
of the first neural network is jointly trained with the second
neural network based on the first sets of images and the
corresponding first labels.

At training, random clips of T consecutive frames may be
sampled and a cross-entropy loss may be used, where T is
the number of frames. At test time, a fully convolutional
architecture may be used for the first neural network and the
class probabilities may be averaged by a softmax on the
scores for all clips in the videos.

EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS

In various implementations, such as according to the
example of FIG. 4, is compared to two different baselines
that employ a spatiotemporal graph convolutional network
on explicit 3D or 2D pose sequences, respectively. Experi-
mental results are presented for standard action recognition
datasets, and a dataset of mimed actions, “Mimetics”, to
evaluate performances on mimed actions.

FIG. 7 shows an overview of a first baseline 700, which
is based on explicit 3D pose information. Given an input
video, human tubes are detected and 2D/3D poses (shown
only for one tube for readability in FIG. 7) are estimated
using LCR-Net++. Then, 3D pose sequences are generated
and an action recognition method, which is based on a
spatiotemporal graph neural network, is used to obtain
action scores. More precisely, a 3D pose, estimated by
LCR-Net++, is generated for each candidate box to build a
3D human pose skeleton sequence for each tube. Then, a 3D
action recognition method is used for processing the 3D
human pose skeleton sequence. The idea includes building a
graph in space and time from the pose sequence, on which
a spatiotemporal convolution is applied. In the following,
the first baseline will be called STGCN3D.

A second baseline is based on 2D poses. This variant of
the previous pipeline replaces the 3D poses estimated by
LCR-Net++ by its 2D poses. On one hand, this variant is
likely to get worse performance, as 3D poses are more
informative than 2D poses which are inherently ambiguous.
On the other hand, 2D poses extracted from images and
videos tend to be more accurate than 3D poses and be more
prone to noise. In the following, the second baseline will be
called STGCN2D.

TABLE 1
Overview of datasets used in experiment
In-the-
#els #vid #splits wild  GT2D GT 3D

NTU 60 56,578 2 Yes Yes
JHMDB 21 928 3 Yes Yes
PennAction 15 2,326 1 Yes Yes

HMDB51 51 6,766 3 Yes

UCF101 101 13,320 3 Yes

Kinetics 400 306,245 1 Yes

Different action recognition datasets with various levels
of ground-truth are shown in Table 1, which summarizes the
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datasets in terms of number of classes, videos, splits, as well
as frame-level ground-truths (GT). For datasets with mul-
tiple splits, some results are reported on the first split only,
denoted for instance as JHMDB-1 for the split 1 of JHMDB.
While the implementation of the present invention can be
used to perform action recognition in real-world videos, the
NTU 3D action recognition dataset that includes ground-
truth poses in 2D and 3D can be used to validate the results.
The standard cross-subject (cs) split is used. In addition,
experiments have been performed on the JHMDB and
PennAction datasets that have ground-truth 2D poses, but no
3D poses as these datasets include in-the-wild videos. Fur-
ther datasets are HMDBS51, UCF101, and Kinetics that
contain no more information than the ground-truth label of
each video. As a metric, the standard mean accuracy, i.e., the
ratio of correctly classified videos per class, averaged over
all classes is calculated.

For datasets with ground-truth 2D poses, the performance,
when using ground-truth tubes (GT Tubes) obtained from
GT 2D poses, is compared with the performance when using
estimated tubes (LCR Tubes) built from estimated 2D poses.
In the latter case, tubes are labeled positive, if the spatiotem-
poral IoU with a GT tube is over 0.5, and negative otherwise.
When there is no tube annotation, it is assumed that all tubes
are labeled with the video class label. In the case where no
tube is extracted, videos are ignored when training and are
considered as wrongly classified for test videos. The Kinet-
ics dataset includes many videos where only the head is
visible, and many clips with a first person viewpoint, where
only one hand or the main object manipulated during the
action is visible. No tubes can be obtained for 2% of the
videos on PennAction, 8% on JHMDB, 17% on HMDBS51,
27% on UCF101 and 34% on Kinetics.

FIGS. 8A-F show plots of the mean-accuracy of the
examples described herein (also called Stacked Implicit
Pose Network, SIP-Net in the following) for a varying
number of frames T of videos on all datasets, for different
tubes (GT or LCR) and features (Pose or Action, extracted
at low or high resolution). Overall, a larger clip size T leads
to a higher classification accuracy. This is in particular the
case for datasets with longer videos such as NTU and
Kinetics. This holds both, when using GT tubes and LCR
tubes. In various implementations, the number of frames T
may be kept at T=32 in the experiments presented below.

In various implementations, a temporal convolution on
LCR pose features has been compared to features extracted
from a Faster R-CNN model with a ResNet50 backbone
trained to classify actions. Such a frame-level detector has
been used in various implementations. The LCR-Net++ may
be used to extract the LCR pose features. The LCR-Net++
is based on a Faster R-CNN with a ResNet50. Accordingly,
the only changes are the learned weights of the network
trained to classify actions compared to the LCR-Net++
features.

In this experiment, features from two videos with the
actions of “baseball swing” and “bench press” have been
extracted with the network trained to classify actions and the
LCR-Net++ along tubes. For each sequence, differences
(distances) between features along the tube when using
Faster R-CNN action or LCR pose features are shown by
way of feature correlations. Results show that implicit pose
features (LCR pose features) may show more variation
inside a tube than Faster R-CNN action features. Specifi-
cally, results may show a drop of accuracy when using
action features instead of pose features: about 20% on
JHMDB-1 and PennAction, and around 5% on NTU for
T=32. Pose features considerably increases performance
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compared to action features, because of the increased dif-
ferences or distances between features inside tubes. When
training a per-frame detector specifically for actions, most
features of a given tube are correlated. It may therefore be
hard to leverage temporal information from them. In con-
trast, LCR-Net++ pose features may considerably change
over time, as does the pose, deriving greater benefit from
temporal integration.

Finally, the impact of the image resolution (at test time)
on performance is compared: using features extracted (a) at
low resolution, i.e., after resizing the input images such that
the smallest side is 320 pixels (following the real-time
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cantly outperforms its 2D counterpart, confirming that 2D
poses contain less discriminative and more ambiguous infor-
mation.

On the NTU dataset, the 3D pose baseline may obtain a
75.4% accuracy when using GT tubes and estimated poses,
compared to 81.5% when using ground-truth 3D poses. This
gap of 6% in a constrained environment may increase for
videos captured in the wild. The performance of the imple-
mentation of the present invention is lower, 66.7% on GT
tubes, but as observed in FIGS. 8 A-F, this may be due to the
low resolution at which the features are extracted. At higher
resolution, 77.5% can be obtained, on par with the
STGCN3D.

TABLE 3

Mean accuracies (in %) for the SIP-Net, the two baselines on
all datasets using LCR tubes, and for pose-based approaches.

JHMBD-1 JHMBD PennAction NTU (cs) HMB51-1 HMB51 UCF101-1 UCF101 Kinetics
STGCN2D 19.2 20.2 76.4 67.2 333 32.7 42.1 42.2 13.4
STGCN3D 60.9 345 88.4 73.0 314 31.7 41.4 41.5 12.2
SIP-Net 65.2 39.6 90.6 63.3 42.9 44.2 34.1 52.4 22.9
PoTion 39.1 57.0 — — 46.3 43.7 60.5 65.2 16.6
Zolfaghari 45.5 — — 67.8 36.0 — 56.9 — —
et al.
(pose only)
Multitask — — 97.4 74.3 — — — — —
(with RGB)
STGCN 25.2 254 71.6 79.8 38.6 347 54.0 50.6 30.7
(3D with
OpenPose)

30

model of LCR-Net++), and (b) at a higher resolution where
the smallest image size is set to 800 pixels (as used to train
both Faster R-CNN and LCR-Net++ models). On JHMDB-
1, higher resolution may degrade the performance, which
can be explained by the relative small size of the dataset and
the low quality of the videos. On PennAction and NTU
datasets, which include higher resolution videos, features
extracted at higher resolution may lead to an improvement
of about 1% and 10%, respectively. The small resolution
set-up is kept in some implementations for speed reasons,
especially for large-scale dataset such as Kinetics.

TABLE 2

Mean accuracies (in %) for the SIP-Net approach
and the two baselines on datasets with GT tubes,
or when using I.CR tubes.

NTU
Method Tubes JHMDB-1 PennAction (cs)
STGCN2D GT 227 92.5 69.5
STGCN3D GT 59.5 95.3 75.4
SIP-Net GT 73.7 96.4 66.7
STGCN2D LCR 19.2 76.4 67.2
STGCN3D LCR 60.9 88.4 73.0
SIP-Net LCR 65.2 90.6 63.3

Table 2 shows the results of a comparison of the imple-
mentation of the present invention and the first and the
second baselines using GT and LCR tubes, on the JHMDB-
1, PennAction, and NTU datasets. For the datasets
JHMDB-1 and PennAction, the present application, despite
being a much simpler architecture compared to the base-
lines, outperforms the baselines based on explicit 2D-3D
pose representations, both with GT and LCR tubes. Esti-
mated 3D pose sequences are usually noisy and may lack
temporal consistency. Moreover, the first baseline signifi-
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Table 3 provides a comparison of the classification accu-
racy on all datasets when using LCR tubes (first three rows).
The present invention (SIP-Net), which is based on implicit
pose features, significantly outperforms other methods that
employ explicit 2D and 3D poses, with a gap of more than
10% on HMDBS51, UCF101, and Kinetics. This shows the
robustness of this representation compared to explicit body
key point coordinates. Interestingly, on HMDBS51, UCF101,
and Kinetics, the 2D pose baseline performs slightly better
than the 3D, suggesting noisy 3D pose estimates.

Further, Table 3 shows a comparison between the present
application and the pose-based methods. For the present
application compared to PoTion, a higher accuracy can be
obtained with a margin of 3% on JHMDB, 0.5% on
HMDBS51 and 6% on Kinetics, and a lower accuracy on
UCF101. In some videos of the dataset UCF101, the humans
are too small to be detected and no tube can be built.
Compared to some pose models, a higher accuracy can be
obtained on the first split of JHMDB and HMDBS51 and a
lower accuracy on UCF101 for the same reason as above, as
well as on NTU due to the low-resolution processing. On
NTU and PennAction, some methods obtain a higher accu-
racy, because their approach also leverages appearance
features. When combining the present application with a
standard RGB stream using a 3D ResNext-101 backbone, a
mean accuracy of 98.9% can be obtained on the PennAction
dataset.

To assess the bias of action recognition algorithms
towards scenes and objects, and to evaluate their generaliz-
ability in absence of such visual context, Mimetics, a dataset
of mimed actions may be used to evaluate the present
application. Mimetics includes short video clips from You-
Tube of mimed human actions that include interactions with
or manipulations of certain objects. These include sport
actions, such as playing tennis or juggling a soccer ball,
daily activities such as drinking, personal hygiene (e.g.,
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brushing teeth), or playing musical instruments including
bass guitar, accordion or violin. These classes were selected
from the action labels of the Kinetics dataset, allowing
evaluating models trained on Kinetics. Mimetics is used for
testing purposes only, meaning that the tested neural net-
works were not trained on this dataset. Mimetics includes
619 short videos for a subset of 45 human action classes with
10 to 20 clips for each action. These actions are performed
on stage or on the street by mime artists, but also in everyday
life, typically during mimed games, or are captured and
shared for fun on social media. For instance, videos show
indoor surfing or soccer players mimicking the action
“bowling” to celebrate a goal. The clips for each class were
obtained by searching for candidates by key words such as
miming or imitating followed by the desired action, or using
query words such as imaginary and invisible followed by a
certain object category. The dataset was built making sure
that a human observer was able to recognize the mimed
actions. Care has been taken to make sure that clips of a
same class do not overlap and do not contain common
material, i.e., the same person miming the same action with
the same background. The videos have variable resolutions
and frame rates and have been manually trimmed to a length
between 2 and 10 seconds, following the Kinetics dataset.

TABLE 4

Top-k accuracies and mean average-precision
(in %) on the Mimetics dataset.

top-1 top-5 top-10 mAP
RGB 3D-ResNext-101 8.9 21.3 28.8 15.8
STGCN (2D with OpenPose) 9.2 25.5 34.5 18.1
STGCN2D 9.5 22.7 31.2 17.2
STGCN3D 10.4 25.5 34.4 18.8
SIP-Net 11.3 26.3 37.3 19.3

Results for the Mimetics dataset are shown in Table 4. All
methods are trained on the 400 classes of Kinetics and tested
on the videos of the Mimetics dataset. Table 4 shows the
top-1, top-5, and top-10 accuracies as well as the mean
average-precision (mAP). As each video has a single label,
average-precision computes for each class the inverse of the
rank of the ground-truth label, averaged over all videos of
this class. The two baselines and the implementation of the
present invention have been compared with other methods
based on OpenPose, as well as a spatiotemporal 3D deep
convolutional network trained on clips of 64 consecutive
RGB frames. A code release has been used with spatiotem-
poral 3D convolutions.

The performance is relatively low for all methods, below
12% top-1 accuracy and 20% mAP, showing that the rec-
ognition of mimed actions is challenging. In fact, all meth-
ods may perform poorly for some actions including climbing
a ladder, reading newspaper, driving a car, and bowling. For
the action driving a car, the person tends to be highly
occluded by the car in the training videos, leading to
incorrect pose estimations. For bowling, while mimes often
face the camera when imitating the action, training videos
may be captured from the back or the side. In many cases,
mimes tend to exaggerate (e.g., when performing air guitar
or reading journal) and are therefore difficult to classify
correctly. Another difficulty for all methods is that some
Kinetics actions are fine-grained (e.g., different classes cor-
respond to eating various types of food) and are hard to
distinguish, especially when mimed. This suggests problems
related to the training data.
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The best overall performance is achieved using the pres-
ent application including a temporal convolution applied on
stacked implicit pose representations, possibly reaching
11.3% top-1 accuracy and a mAP of 19.3%. Note that 3% of
the Mimetics videos have no LCR tubes, typically when
people are too small or in case of very near close-ups,
impacting the performance of the 2 baselines and the present
application, which may be based on LCR-Net++. Another
failure case occurs when several people are present in the
scene. The tubes can erroneously mix several humans or
other persons, e.g., spectators, simply obtain higher scores
than the one miming the action of interest.

Furthermore, all of the pose-based methods outperform
the 3D-ResNeXt baseline on average. For some classes,
such as archery, playing violin, playing bass guitar, playing
trumpet, or playing accordion, 3D-ResNext may obtain 0%
while other methods may perform reasonably well. There-
fore, action recognition methods may learn to detect the
objects being manipulated or the scenes where the video is
captured more than the performed actions.

3D-ResNext may perform well for classes in which the
object is poorly visible in the training videos, since it is
either too small (e.g., a cigarette) or mostly occluded by
hands (e.g., baseball ball, toothbrush, hairbrush). In such
cases, 3D-ResNext focuses on face and hands (e.g., for
brushing teeth, smoking, brushing hair) or on the body (e.g.,
throwing baseball) and therefore performs well on these
mimed actions. It also reaches a good performance for
actions for which most Mimetics videos were captured in a
scene relevant for the mimed actions. For example, 70% of
the Mimetics videos of dunking basketballs may have been
mimed (without a ball) on a basketball rim. The 3D-ResNext
method may successfully classify these videos (all in the
top-5), but may fail for other videos of this class that do not
take place near a basketball backboard, showing that it
mainly leverages the scene context.

Finally, when comparing the present application to other
pose-based methods, a better performance can be achieved
compared to other methods based on OpenPose for actions
where a large object occludes one of the subject’s arm (e.g.,
playing violin, playing accordion). This may be due to the
fact that LCR-Net++ outputs full-body poses even in the
case of occlusions, in contrast to OpenPose that only pro-
duces a prediction for visible limbs. Moreover, the present
application may outperform the 3D baseline for classes like
playing trumpet, for which the actors are only partially
visible most of the time. 3D poses are noisy, whereas the
present application offers more robustness.

While some specific embodiments have been described in
detail above, it will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
various modifications, variations and improvements of the
embodiments may be made in the light of the above teach-
ings and within the content of the appended claims without
departing from the intended scope of the embodiments. In
addition, those areas in which it is believed that those of
ordinary skill in the art are familiar have not been described
herein in order not to unnecessarily obscure the embodi-
ments described herein. Accordingly, it is to be understood
that the embodiments are not to be limited by the specific
illustrative embodiments, but only by the scope of the
appended claims.

Although the above embodiments have been described in
the context of method steps, they also represent a description
of a corresponding component, module or feature of a
corresponding apparatus or system.

Some or all of the method steps or functions described
above may be implemented by a computer in that they are



US 12,165,401 B2

21

executed by (or using) one or more processors, one or more
microprocessors, one or more electronic circuit, or process-
ing circuitry.

The embodiments described above may be implemented
in hardware or a combination of hardware and software. The
implementation can be performed using a non-transitory
storage medium such as a computer-readable storage
medium, for example a floppy disc, a DVD, a Blu-Ray, a CD
(compact disc), a read only memory (ROM), a PROM, and
EPROM, an EEPROM, a random access memory (RAM), or
a FLASH memory. Such computer-readable media can be
any available media that can be accessed by a general-
purpose or special-purpose computer system.

Generally, embodiments can be implemented as a com-
puter program product with a program code or computer-
executable instructions, the program code or computer-
executable instructions being operative for performing one
of the methods when the computer program product runs on
a computer. The program code or the computer-executable
instructions may be stored on a computer-readable storage
medium.

In an embodiment, a storage medium (or a data carrier, or
a computer-readable medium) comprises, stored thereon, the
computer program or the computer-executable instructions
for performing one of the methods described herein when it
is performed by a processor. In a further embodiment, an
apparatus comprises one or more processors and the storage
medium mentioned above.

In a further embodiment, an apparatus comprises means,
for example processing circuitry, e.g., a processor commu-
nicating with a memory, the means being configured to, or
adapted to perform one of the methods described herein.

A further embodiment includes a computer having
installed thereon the computer program or instructions for
performing one of the methods described herein.

While the embodiments are described with respect to
human action recognition, those skilled will appreciate that
the above embodiments may be used for individual action
recognition, where individual is used herein to include
humans, animals, and inanimate objects such as robots. An
individual may be a living object and/or a moving object that
may be part of a particular class, species, or collection.

The above-mentioned methods and embodiments may be
implemented within an architecture such as illustrated in
FIG. 9, which includes server 900 and one or more client
devices 902 that communicate over a network 904 (which
may be wireless and/or wired) such as the Internet for data
exchange. Server 900 and the client devices 902 include a
data processor (or more simply processor) 912 (e.g., 912a,
9125, 912¢, 912d, 912¢) and memory 913 (e.g., 913a, 9135,
913c¢, 913d, 913¢) such as a hard disk. The client devices 902
may be any type of computing device that communicates
with server 900, such as autonomous vehicle 9025, robot
902¢, computer 9024, or cell phone 902e.

More precisely in an embodiment, the training and clas-
sifying methods according to the examples of FIGS. 1 to 3
and 6 may be performed at the server 900. In other embodi-
ments, the training and classifying methods according to the
embodiments of FIGS. 1 to 3 and 6 may be performed at
client device 902. In yet other embodiments, the training and
classifying methods may be performed at a different server
or on a plurality of servers in a distributed manner.

A novel approach that leverages implicit pose represen-
tations, which may be carried by mid-level features learned
by a pose detector without using explicit body key point
coordinates is disclosed.
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The ability to classify images or videos according to
actions performed in these images or videos is relevant for
several technical tasks. For example, the present application
allows for indexing videos based on the content of the videos
and not only on the metadata, like the title of the video,
which might be misleading or unrelated to the content of the
video. For example, in the context of indexing a large
amount of videos for search applications, like a search
engine, search results can be provided in response to a
search request based on the relevance of the search request
with respect to the actual content of the videos and not only
the metadata of the video. Moreover, present application
allows for providing advertising that is relevant in view of
or associated with content of a video. For example, video-
sharing websites, such as Snow, may provide advertising
specific to the content of a video. Alternatively or addition-
ally, when watching videos on a webpage, other videos
could be recommended based on the content of the video.
Furthermore, in the context of robotics and autonomous
driving, the present application can be used to recognize
actions performed by humans nearby. For example, a human
may interact with a robot that can determine actions or
gestures performed by the human. Moreover, an autono-
mous vehicle can detect dangerous human behavior, com-
prising an action that is classified as dangerous, and the
vehicle can adapt its speed accordingly or perform an
emergency break. Furthermore, embodiments of the present
invention may applied in the field of video gaming. A user
may play without any remote controller.

The methods described herein may outperform methods
based on neural networks, which operate on 3D skeleton
data or body key point coordinates, with respect to accuracy
of predicting results for real-world 3D action recognition.
Implicit pose representations, like deep pose-based features
from a pose detector, like LCR-Net++, may perform sig-
nificantly better than deep features specifically trained for
action classification.

The foregoing description is merely illustrative in nature
and is in no way intended to limit the disclosure, its
application, or uses. The broad teachings of the disclosure
can be implemented in a variety of forms. Therefore, while
this disclosure includes particular examples, the true scope
of the disclosure should not be so limited since other
modifications will become apparent upon a study of the
drawings, the specification, and the following claims. It
should be understood that one or more steps within a method
may be executed in different order (or concurrently) without
altering the principles of the present disclosure. Further,
although each of the embodiments is described above as
having certain features, any one or more of those features
described with respect to any embodiment of the disclosure
can be implemented in and/or combined with features of any
of the other embodiments, even if that combination is not
explicitly described. In other words, the described embodi-
ments are not mutually exclusive, and permutations of one
or more embodiments with one another remain within the
scope of this disclosure.

While the disclosed embodiments describe systems and
methods for generating whole body poses for humans, the
present application is also applicable to generating whole
body poses and determining actions of other types of ani-
mals (e.g., dogs, cats, etc.) with the appropriate training.

Spatial and functional relationships between elements (for
example, between modules, circuit elements, semiconductor
layers, etc.) are described using various terms, including
“connected,” “engaged,” “coupled,” “adjacent,” “next to,”
“on top of,” “above,” “below,” and “disposed.” Unless
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explicitly described as being “direct,” when a relationship
between first and second elements is described in the above
disclosure, that relationship can be a direct relationship
where no other intervening elements are present between the
first and second elements, but can also be an indirect
relationship where one or more intervening elements are
present (either spatially or functionally) between the first
and second elements. As used herein, the phrase at least one
of A, B, and C should be construed to mean a logical (A OR
B OR C), using a non-exclusive logical OR, and should not
be construed to mean “at least one of A, at least one of B,
and at least one of C.”

In the figures, the direction of an arrow, as indicated by
the arrowhead, generally demonstrates the flow of informa-
tion (such as data or instructions) that is of interest to the
illustration. For example, when element A and element B
exchange a variety of information but information transmit-
ted from element A to element B is relevant to the illustra-
tion, the arrow may point from element A to element B. This
unidirectional arrow does not imply that no other informa-
tion is transmitted from element B to element A. Further, for
information sent from element A to element B, element B
may send requests for, or receipt acknowledgements of, the
information to element A.

In this application, including the definitions below, the
term “module” or the term “controller” may be replaced
with the term “circuit.” The term “module” may refer to, be
part of, or include: an Application Specific Integrated Circuit
(ASIC); a digital, analog, or mixed analog/digital discrete
circuit; a digital, analog, or mixed analog/digital integrated
circuit; a combinational logic circuit; a field programmable
gate array (FPGA); a processor circuit (shared, dedicated, or
group) that executes code; a memory circuit (shared, dedi-
cated, or group) that stores code executed by the processor
circuit; other suitable hardware components that provide the
described functionality; or a combination of some or all of
the above, such as in a system-on-chip.

The module may include one or more interface circuits. In
some examples, the interface circuits may include wired or
wireless interfaces that are connected to a local area network
(LAN), the Internet, a wide area network (WAN), or com-
binations thereof. The functionality of any given module of
the present disclosure may be distributed among multiple
modules that are connected via interface circuits. For
example, multiple modules may allow load balancing. In a
further example, a server (also known as remote, or cloud)
module may accomplish some functionality on behalf of a
client module.

The term code, as used above, may include software,
firmware, and/or microcode, and may refer to programs,
routines, functions, classes, data structures, and/or objects.
The term shared processor circuit encompasses a single
processor circuit that executes some or all code from mul-
tiple modules. The term group processor circuit encom-
passes a processor circuit that, in combination with addi-
tional processor circuits, executes some or all code from one
or more modules. References to multiple processor circuits
encompass multiple processor circuits on discrete dies,
multiple processor circuits on a single die, multiple cores of
a single processor circuit, multiple threads of a single
processor circuit, or a combination of the above. The term
shared memory circuit encompasses a single memory circuit
that stores some or all code from multiple modules. The term
group memory circuit encompasses a memory circuit that, in
combination with additional memories, stores some or all
code from one or more modules.
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The term memory circuit is a subset of the term computer-
readable medium. The term computer-readable medium, as
used herein, does not encompass transitory electrical or
electromagnetic signals propagating through a medium
(such as on a carrier wave); the term computer-readable
medium may therefore be considered tangible and non-
transitory. Non-limiting examples of a non-transitory, tan-
gible computer-readable medium are nonvolatile memory
circuits (such as a flash memory circuit, an erasable pro-
grammable read-only memory circuit, or a mask read-only
memory circuit), volatile memory circuits (such as a static
random access memory circuit or a dynamic random access
memory circuit), magnetic storage media (such as an analog
or digital magnetic tape or a hard disk drive), and optical
storage media (such as a CD, a DVD, or a Blu-ray Disc).

The apparatuses and methods described in this application
may be partially or fully implemented by a special purpose
computer created by configuring a general purpose computer
to execute one or more particular functions embodied in
computer programs. The functional blocks, flowchart com-
ponents, and other elements described above serve as soft-
ware specifications, which can be translated into the com-
puter programs by the routine work of a skilled technician or
programmer.

The computer programs include processor-executable
instructions that are stored on at least one non-transitory,
tangible computer-readable medium. The computer pro-
grams may also include or rely on stored data. The computer
programs may encompass a basic input/output system
(BIOS) that interacts with hardware of the special purpose
computer, device drivers that interact with particular devices
of the special purpose computer, one or more operating
systems, user applications, background services, back-
ground applications, etc.

The computer programs may include: (i) descriptive text
to be parsed, such as HTML (hypertext markup language),
XML (extensible markup language), or JSON (JavaScript
Object Notation) (ii) assembly code, (iii) object code gen-
erated from source code by a compiler, (iv) source code for
execution by an interpreter, (v) source code for compilation
and execution by a just-in-time compiler, etc. As examples
only, source code may be written using syntax from lan-
guages including C, C++, C#, Objective-C, Swift, Haskell,
Go, SQL, R, Lisp, Java®, Fortran, Perl, Pascal, Curl,
OCaml, Javascript®, HTMLS (Hypertext Markup Language
5th revision), Ada, ASP (Active Server Pages), PHP (PHP:
Hypertext Preprocessor), Scala, Eiffel, Smalltalk, Erlang,
Ruby, Flash®, Visual Basic®, Lua, MATLAB, SIMULINK,
and Python®.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method for training a neural
network configured to recognize actions performed by indi-
viduals in images, the method comprising:

by one or more processors, obtaining first images and first

labels corresponding to actions performed by individu-
als in the first images, respectively;

by the one or more processors, generating feature vectors

by inputting ones of the first images into a first neural
network configured to determine actions performed by
individuals based on input images, the feature vectors
being generated by the first neural network,

wherein the feature vectors do not include keypoints and

do not include any 2 dimensional (2D) or three dimen-
sional (3D) individual skeleton data; and

by the one or more processors, training a second neural

network configured to recognize actions performed by
individuals in images based on the feature vectors,
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wherein the feature vectors correspond to the input
ones of the images and corresponding first labels.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first images include
sequences of images of individuals performing actions.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising, by the one
or more processors, concatenating the feature vectors,

wherein the training includes training a one-dimensional

(1D) temporal convolutional layer of the second neural
network using the concatenated feature vectors.

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

by the one or more processors, training the first neural

network based on second images and second labels
corresponding to the second images,

wherein the training the second neural network includes

training the second neural network after the training of
the first neural network, and

wherein weights of the first neural network are held

constant frozen during the training of the second neural
network.

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

jointly with the training of the second neural network, by

the one or more processors, training the first neural
network based on the first images and the first labels
corresponding to the first images.

6. The method of claim 1 further comprising, by the one
or more processors, combining the second neural network
with at least a portion of the first neural network configured
to generate the feature vectors, the combined second neural
network and the at least a portion of the first neural network
being configured to predict actions in videos/sequences.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the training the second
neural network includes training the second neural network
to determine at least one of two dimensional (2D) and three
dimensional (3D) poses of individuals in images.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the individual includes
a human, the poses include human poses, and the action
includes an action performed by a human.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the images include a
sequence of images from a video.

10. A system, comprising:

one or more processors; and

memory including code that, when executed by the one or

more processors, perform functions including:

obtaining first images and first labels corresponding to
actions performed by individuals in the first images,
respectively;

generating feature vectors by inputting ones of the first
images into a first neural network configured to
determine actions performed by individuals based on
input images, the feature vectors being generated by
the first neural network,
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wherein the feature vectors do not include any key-
points and do not include 2 dimensional (2D) or
three dimensional (3D) individual skeleton data; and

training a second neural network configured to recog-
nize actions performed by individuals in images
based on the feature vectors, wherein the feature
vectors correspond to the input ones of the images
and corresponding first labels.

11. The system of claim 10, wherein the first images
include sequences of images of individuals performing
actions.

12. The system of claim 11, wherein the memory further
includes code that, when executed by the one or more
processors, perform functions including concatenating the
feature vectors,

wherein the training includes training a one-dimensional

(1D) temporal convolutional layer of the second neural
network using the concatenated feature vectors.
13. The system of claim 10 wherein the memory further
includes code that, when executed by the one or more
processors, perform functions including:
training the first neural network based on second images
and second labels corresponding to the second images,

wherein the training the second neural network includes
training the second neural network after the training of
the first neural network, and

holding constant weights of the first neural network

during the training of the second neural network.

14. The system of claim 10 wherein the memory further
includes code that, when executed by the one or more
processors, perform functions including:

jointly with the training of the second neural network,

training the first neural network based on the first
images and the first labels corresponding to the first
images.

15. The system of claim 10 wherein the memory further
includes code that, when executed by the one or more
processors, perform functions including, combining the sec-
ond neural network with at least a portion of the first neural
network configured to generate the feature vectors, the
combined second neural network and the at least a portion
of the first neural network being configured to predict
actions in videos/sequences.

16. The system of claim 10, wherein the training the
second neural network includes training the second neural
network to determine at least one of two dimensional (2D)
and three dimensional (3D) poses of individuals in images.

17. The system of claim 10, wherein the individual
includes a human, the poses include human poses, and the
action includes an action performed by a human.
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