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. GOLF PLAYING 

: The present invention relates to golf, playing 
apparatus, and more particularly to apparatus 

... Which is intended for use both for instruction and 

..for competitive amusement under conditions sim 
ulating the actual playing of golf. . . . . . . 

... The primary, object of the invention is to pro 
vide an apparatus of the character referred to 
which is adapted to permit the player to employ 
the golfing strokes used in driving, approaching 
and putting with the same fullness and other 
characteristics, of swing that would be employed 
in the performance of the respective strokes on 
the regular golf course. 
s:"Another object of the invention is to provide 
means for determining a stroke value for each 
shot made according to the accuracy of the shot 
with reference to a target, and to provide mech 
anism for recording Such stroke value"Which is 
arranged in the apparatus so as to be operative 

APPARATUS 
William A. Smith, East orange, N.J. 
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liverse. Series of ball escapements, or passage 
a ball guiding surface:extending from the 
: to the escapement unit. The ball guiding 
"is formed with:a::plurality of contiguous-cha. 

therefrom by gravity into one 

inner end of the base, and comprising a 

or runways corresponding in number to the es 
t; capements, and the surfaces of the cushion, chan 
nels and escapements over which the ball is 
adapted to pass;are disposed tan-inclination sub 

clined top surface 
Thus a ball drop 
cushion will' roll 
another of the channels and be guided thereby to the respective 

5. r 

along the bottom':Wall 
or.well at the tee, en 

ethrough; and roll down 
of the base, to a receptacle 
the apparatus. An elec 

nt is arranged at the discharge 
2nt; so, as to be actuated by a 

escapement stopas 

with respect to a shot made by any of the types 20 ball passing:therethrough to close, an electric cir 
of strokesmentioned. ..: ' ' ... cuit and thereby effect the recording of a pre 
- Still another object of the invention is to pro- oard ar 
vide an apparatus of the character stated which 
is prefabricated for easy erection and disman 
tling, and which is in the form of a unit structure 
adapting it to be arranged in side by side relation 
to, One or more like unitS. " 
The foregoing and other, objects of the inven 

tion, and the novel features thereof, will be fully 
developed in the detailed description hereinafter. 

... set forth. . . . . 
In carrying out the present invention, and in 

accordance with a preferred embodiment thereof, 
the apparatus comprises a generally rectangular 
base over which there is erected a cage having. 

... side walls and one end Wall, which rise from the 
edges of the base, and a top Wall. Which provides 
a ceiling at the desired height above the base. 
One end of the cage is unenclosed, and at the 
corresponding or outer end of the base a is, 
provided from which a golf ball may be driven 
in the direction of a target arranged at the oppo 
site, closed end of the cage, the target being sub 
stantially coextensive with the cage in width and 

30 

40 

the lowest stroke value 
sponse to th - 
balli dischargi '''. . . . 

... of the escapements located at the center of the 
escapement unit, while the stroke value recorded 

35 

conveniently 

will be recorded in re osing of the selectric-circuitby, a 
m. one or anyone of, a group 

in response to the closing of the-electric, circuit. 
by a ball discharging fro) 
escapements, or any ones 

ne; of the remaining. 
a group thereof, Will 

increase progressively as the escapements, are far 
(ther from the center escapemention oppositesides 
thereof. The target, is formed With a centrally 

3-located aperture: which communicates by means 
sofa, conduit at the back of the target: With the 

it channel:leading to the center escapement. 
a “hole-in-one” may be considered to have been 

height. The base is a hollow structure, having, a ge. 
horizontal top wall or playing surface and a bot 
tom wall spaced therefrom and presenting a top 
surface which is formed to incline. 
toward the outer or tee, end of the base. The in 
ner end of the base terminates a predetermined 
distance in advance of the target to provi 
space for the interposition of the mechanis 
determining the stroke-value of a shot. Th 
mechanism, includes three main elements, a cush 
ion device onto which the ball drops after striking 
the target, an escapement unit arranged at the 55 

: In the -accompanying-d 

50: 

not limited to a 

has been shown merely by way of example and in 
preferred form and obviously many variations 
and modifications may be made therein which 
will still be comprised within its spirit...It is to 
be understood, therefore, that the invention is 

pecific-form or embodiment 
exceptinsofara, limitations are specified in 
the appended claims. . . . 

  

    

  

  

  

  



2 
Referring to the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the apparatus of 

the present invention, a portion of the cage being 
broken away to show the interior; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the apparatus, the 
cage ceiling being cut away and some of the parts 
below the top wall of the base being indicated by 
broken lines; ... 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section, taken on the line 
3-3 of Fig. 2 looking, in the direction of the ar 
rows, part of the cage, being broken away; 

Fig. 4 is a vertical Section, taken on the line 

O 

4-4 of Fig. 1 looking in the direction of the ar 
rOWs; 

Fig. 5 is an enlarged vertical section, showing 
one of the escapements; and . . . . 

Fig. 6 is a horizontal section of a portion of the 
apparatus, taken on the line 6-6 of Fig. 5 looking 
in the direction of the arrows. 
According to the preferred embodiment of the 

invention shown in the drawings, the apparatus 
includes a base which is of generally rectangular 
shape and covered by a cage 2 comprising side 
Walls 3, a top or ceiling 4 and an end wall 5. The 
walls and ceiling of the cage may beformed of any, 
suitable material such as wire mesh 6, which is 
supported on crossbows 7 having their opposite 
ends fastened to the side edges of the base , as 
at 8, and arching. Over the base at the desired ceil 
ing height: At the outer end of the base (the 
open end of the cage), a mat. 9 or other suitable 
device is provided on which a golf ball O may be 
placed either directly or on a teel. A target 2 
is arranged at the opposite or closed end of the 
cage, being disposed at a slight forward inclina 
tion, as shown in FigS. 1 and 3. The target 2 is 
substantially as wide as the cage, but in order to 
provide room for the mounting of a scoreboard 3 
on its top edge it is of less height than the cage 
and the space between the top of the target and 
the cage is filled by a Screen 4 adapted to act both 
to prevent the passage of a ball between the tar 
get and the cage and to protect the scoreboard. 
The inner end of the base f terminates a prede 
termined distance in advance of the target f2 to 
provide space for the interposition of an escape 
ment unit 5 at the end of the base, a cushion 6 

25 

: the filler to the Well and also of providing 
port for the top wall 25 of the base. , 

2,879,663 
izontal top and bottom walls 25 and 26, respec 
tively, enclosed at the sides and outer or tee end 
by vertical walls 27. At the inner end of the base, 
the escapement unit 5 is fitted between the Wals 
25 and 26 and extends continuously throughout 
the Width of the base. The bottom Wall 26 of the 
base f is partially covered by a filler 28 (see Figs. 
2 and 3) which presents a top surface that in 
clines downwardly from the escapement unit S 
to the Well 8. As indicated by the broken lines 
in Fig. 2, the filler 28 is of generally triangular 
shape, fanning out from the Well 8 so that its op 
posite end is coextensive with the escapement unit 
5. In other words, one of the side edges of the 

filler 28 is defined by one of the vertical side 
Walls 27 and the other by a partition 29 which ex 
tends diagonally across the base between the Well 
8 and one end of the escapement unit 15, the 

partition 29 serving the two-fold purpose of guid 
ing a ball in rolling down the inclined surface of 

a Sup 

The escapement unit 5 comprises a series of 
passages or escapementS 30 arranged inside by 
side relation. The escapements. 30 are defined 
reach by a pair of spaced partitions 3f, which are 

30 

35 

flared at One end 32 at the inner end of the es 
capement unit 5 to provide a relatively large ball 
receiving opening 33 of the same width as the 
Corresponding channel T. From the inner end of 
the unit 5 the escapement 30 becomes restricted 
to the extent that at the outer end thereof the ball 
discharge opening 34 is just large enough for the 
ball to pass freely therethrough. The bottom wall 
35 of the escapement 30 is inclined so that the ball 
Will roll thereover, and at the discharge end of the 
escapement the Wall 35 is flush with the 
face of the filler 28 in the base . . 
Adjacent the outer end of the escapement unit 

top sur 

405 the filler 28 is formed with a series of recesses 

at the foot of the target, and a plurality of contig- . 
uous channels 7 located between the cushion 6 
and the escapement unit 5, which elements pre 
sent a continuous inclined surface down which a 
ball striking the target and dropping onto the 
cushion can roll in its return to a reservoir, or 
well 8 at the outer end of the base. - 
The target. 2 may be of any desired construc 

tion, its chief requisite being that it presents a 
striking Surface which will prevent a rebound of 
the ball therefrom. Such characteristics may be 
embodied in the target in many Ways and, as 
shown in Fig. 3, one expedient is to provide an 
open sided casing 9 filled with padding material 
2O and having the open side thereof covered by a 
pliant material which presents, the Striking sur 
face 2. As already stated, means is provided for 
scoring a “hole in one.” For this purpose, the 
striking surface 2 of the target is formed with a 
centrally located aperture 22. The aperture 22 is 
surrounded by the funnel-shaped upper end of a 
conduit 23, which leads therefrom to an opening 
24 in the surface 2 near the foot of the target 2 
and just above the top surface of the cushion 6 
(see Fig. 4). As will be explained hereinafter, a 
ball entering the aperture 22 will effect the re 
cording of the lowest predetermined stroke value. 
The base is a hollow structure comprising hor 

50 

36 cut into the edge thereof, each recess being cen 
tered With respect to an escapement 30. The re 
cesses. 36 are adapted to accommodate each an 
electric contact element 37, which may be of any 
Suitable type. As shown, the contact element 37 
comprises a lower fixed member 38 and an overly 
ing novable member 39, each connected to a wire 
conductor 40 leading to the scoring mechanism. 
With this arrangement, a ball discharging from 
one of the escapements 30 strikes the movable 
member 39 of the respective contact element 37 
and actuates it to close the electric circuit, where 
upon the scoring mechanism is operated to record 
on the scoreboard 3 the stroke value assigned to 

55 

60 

65 
uous side by side relation. 

that particular escapement. 
It is pointed out at this time that the construc 

tion of the Scoring mechanism perse forms no 
part of the present invention and may be of any 
form adapted to accomplish the desired result... 
The channels 7 are provided in a surface of 

Wood or other suitable material which completely 
fills the Space between the inner end of the es 
capement unit 5 and the cushion 6. As already 
Stated, the channels correspond in number with 
the escapements 30 and are arranged in contig 

The cushion 6 extends from one side edge of the target to the other and is wide enough that 
70 

is, it extends forward from the target enough, 
So that a ball striking at any height on the target 
Surface 2 and dropping therefrom will land on 
the cushion. Like the target, the cushion 6 
may be of any suitable construction or compo 

75. 
sition as long as it will prevent a rebound of a 
ball dropping thereon; and its top surface is 
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formed to incline downward and away from the 
target 2 so that the ball 
into one of the channels f T. 
A sideboard 4-F is arranged at either side of 

the channels 7 and cushion f6 to extend be. 
tween the inner end of the base? and the target 
f2, the forward ends of the sideboards being of 
the same height as the base and the rear ends 

will roll therefrom 

thereof rising to approximately one-third the 
height of the target. As implied, the sideboards 10 

4f will act to confine within the limits of the 
cushion f6 and channels a ball which might 
otherwise be directed to one side thereof, and they 
also serve to support the target f2 in the for. 
wardly inclined position already mentioned. It 15 
is pointed out that such inclination of the target 
isintended to prevent a ball striking the surface 
2 tithereof from "climbing” and thus insure its 
coming to a dead stop so as to drop onto the 
cushion f6. . . . . . . . . . . 
The toph rizontal wall 25 of the base '...' . . . . is . 

adapted to present a surface suitable for putting. 
To this end the wall 25 perse may be formed 

20 

of material which will present the desired sur 
face or, as shown, it may be covered with mas 
terial 42 which embodies at least some of the 
characteristics of the grass of a putting green, 
such as resistance to the travel of a ball there 
over, influencing the direction of the ball as does : 
the green according to the thickness of the grass 30 
thereof, in localized areas and the direction in 
which the grass “lays,” etc. For this purpose, 
a material such as short nap carpeting may be 
employed with good results. If desired the sur 
face of the covering 42 may be built up in dif 
ferent areas to provide slight variations in its 
surface contour more nearly to approach actual 

35 

conditions, encountered on a regular putting green. 
and thus tax the player's skill to a greater extent 40 

ay be 
than if the surface were absolutely level. While 

a not absolutely necessary, suitable indic 
provided at the inner end of the bank of escape 
ments, 5 to indicate the location of the escape 
ments 30; or such indications may be marked off 45 
on the lower part of the target?2. 
In the use of the apparatus, and as alrea 

pointed out, the player may use driving, ap 
proaching and putting strokes with the same full 
ness and other characteristics, of Swing as on the 
regular golf course, and for each shot made a 
stroke value will be recorded on the scoreboard 

50 

3. Thus, in driving, the ball 10 may be teed-up 
on the tee, and with the aperture 22 in the 
target. 2 as an objective the ball may be driven 
with all the skill at the player's command. As 
suming that the ball is sufficiently well directed 
to enter the aperture. 22, it will be conducted by 
the conduit 23 and directed onto the cushion; 6 
so as to roll therefrom into the center channel 

55 

60 
7. More specifically, a group of 3 or 5 of the 

centrally located escapements 3 will be adapted 
to recordia single stroke, the lowest score value, 
so that the ball need not discharge from the 
conduit 23 and pass over the cushion 6 so ac 
curately, as to enter the center channel T, its 
entry into any one of the selected group of chan 
nels resulting in its being conducted thereby 
to an escapement 30 through which, in passing, 
it will effect the recording of a single stroke by 

65 

70 
actuating the respective electric contact ele-- 
ment 37 before continuing its passage down the 
filler 28 into the well 8 from which it may be 
retrieved for further use. In the event that the 
ball strikes the target surface 2 instead of en 

spective escapement 30. According to the loea 
tion of that particular escapement 30 relative to 

ball to the well f8 will come about just 
scribed in connection with a driving stro. 
according to the accuracy of the shot a 
value therefor will be recorded on the score 

25. 

tering the aperture 22, there will be no apprecial 
able rebound and the ball will drop from the 
striking point onto a portion of the cushion 6 
directly therebelow. Again there will be no re 
bound of the ball from the cushion f6, 
ball will roll therefrom into one of the ch 
in that region and be guided thereby to it 

the center escapement, the respect 
accorded the escapement through which 
passes will be recorded on the scoreboa 
For an approach shot, the ball may 

directly on the mat. 9. In this instan 
player may use a stroke for a long approach with 
the aperture 22 as the objective; or: 
choose to make a long chip shot with the aper 

ive stroke value 

ture 22 as the objective or a short chip shot 
with any point beyond the escapement unit 5 
as the objective. In any case, the return 

13 depending upon whichever of the escapements. 
30 the ball passes through. . . . . . 

Needless to say, in putting the b 
dropped on the covering 42 near the t 
the base f and the putt will be mad 
spect to the center escapement 39; the 
value subsequently recorded therefor be termined according to the accuracy of the putt, ::... 
Of course, if the ball stops short of the escape 
ment unit 5 no stroke value will be recorded. 
In such case it will be assumed that two putts 
were required to "sink” the ball. On the other 
hand, if the ball is putted accurately, but too 
hard, it will pass beyond the escapement unit 
f5 with such speed as to strike in a channel T 
or on some other surface beyond the escapement -. . 
unit, whereupon the stroke value to be recorded 
will be determined solely by the deflection of the 
ball after striking, but in any event the stroke 
value recorded will very likely correspond to that 
which would result from the same stroke on a 
regular putting green. . . . . . . 
As a matter of explanation, it is pointed out 

that the scoreboard will be adapted to record a 
cumulative score up to a certain number, say 
ten. Thus in either an instructive or competitive 
use of the apparatus, a cumulative score will be 
recorded for each hole with the player making 
a drive, an approach and a putt, although the 
play is not necessarily limited to three shots. 
For example, if it is predetermined that the yard 
age of the hole being played is long, the player 
may employ other wood shots after driving, or 
long iron shots. In other words, any type of 
shot, or different types of shots in any sequence 
that might be employed in a regular game of 
golf, may be used. 
It has been stated that in the event of a putt 

being made so that it fails to record a stroke value 
it will be assumed that two putts were required 
to "sink the ball. Attention is called also to the 
fact that if the ball is driven from the tee so in accurately or improperly that it comes to rest 
upon the covering 42 without having effected the 
recording of a stroke value automatically, never 
theless, like the putt referred to, a ball thus 
played constitutes a shot, for example a “lost.” 
ball, for which a stroke value should be 
Therefore, if desired, a manual control evice 

5 may be conveniently located at the tee .-----. . ; 
the apparatus for operating the scoreboard 13 to 

of . - 

  

  



4. 
add: to the total registered thereon a predeter; 
mined stroke value for each shot thus made. 
... The ball reservoir or well 8" is accessible 
through an opening in the top wall 25 of the base 
f which is closed by a movable cover 45. If the 5 
apparatus is used for amusement, it may be de-, 
sirable to have a limited number of balls O. con 
tained in the well. 8, and the cover 45 operated by 
suitable coin-controlled locking mechanism. On 
the other hand, if the apparatus is intended for 
private use, no locking mechanism is required and 

O 

the cover 45 may be left free for movement at any 
and all times to permit access to the ball supply. 
Whichever arrangement, is employed is imma 
terial to the present invention. . . . . . . . . . 
- It will be clear now that the present invention 
provides an apparatus which in all essential re 
spects::provides the player with the means for 
practicing or playing golf just as on a regular 
golf course. In the use of the apparatus, it is not 
necessary to perform trick shots or employ un 
orthodox, technique. The score that a player 
makes depends solely upon his skillin playing the 
regular game. The apparatus, of course, may be 
built to different specifications as to size, and may 
be set up indoors or out-of-doors. Moreover, two 
or more units may be set up side by side, which 
particularly adapts the apparatus for golf prac 
tice ranges, amusement parks, and the like. As 
already stated, a preferred embodiment - of the 
invention only has been shown in the accompany 
-ing drawings and obviously many variations and 
modifications may be made. therein which will 
still-be comprised within its spirit, and the inven 
tion is not limited to any specific form or em 
bodiment except insofar as such limitations are 
specified in the appended claims. . . . . . . . . . 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim is: - 

right target comprising enclosing sides and back 
filled with padding material, said target present 
ing a front impact surface composed of pliant ma 
terial; a cushion, extending forwardly, from the 
foot of the target and presenting a forwardly and 
downwardly sloping top surface of pliant ma 
-terial; downwardly inclined runways contacting 
with and reaching forwardly from the cushion; 
and a base member communicating with and 
stretching forwardly from the runways and 
igned with a bottom, enclosing side walls and a 
tOp. .. ... . . . . . . . . . . ... 

2. : A golf game apparatus including an upright 
target comprising enclosing sides and back filled 
with padding material, said target presenting a 
front impact surface composed of pliant material 
and formed with a pair of vertically spaced apart 

39 

5 

1. A golf game apparatus including an up- 9 

50 

55 

openings; a conduit at the rear of the impact sur face communicating between said openings; a 
cushion extending forwardly from the foot of the 
target and presenting a forwardly. and down 
Wardly sloping top surface of pliant material; 
downwardly inclined runways contacting with 
and reaching forwardly from the cushion; and a 
base member communicating with and stretch 
ing forwardly from the runways and formed with 
a bottom, enclosing side walls and a top. - 

3. A golfgame apparatus as in claim 2 in which 
the target is forwardly inclined, and the upper of 
the openings is centrally disposed of the target. 

4. A golf game apparatus as in claim 2 in which 
the runways are arranged in contiguous lateral 
relation. 
5. A golf game apparatus as in claim 2 in which 

the base member has below its top a forwardly 

60 

65 

70 

75 . . . 
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and downwardly, sloping filler, alarm device ele 
ments arranged in said filler: one adjacent the 
outer end of each runway, and a scoring device is 
arranged above the target and is operable by said 
alarm device elements. . . . . . . . . . . 6. A golf game apparatus including an upright 
target comprising: enclosing sides and back filled 
with padding material, said target. presenting a 
front impact surface composed of pliant material 
and formed with a pair of vertically spaced apart 
openings; a conduit...at... the rear of the impact 
surface communicating between said openings; a 
cushion extending forwardly from the foot of the 
target, and presenting a forwardly, and down 
wardly sloping top surface...of pliant material; 
downwardly inclined runways contacting. with 
and reaching forwardly from the cushion; a for 
Wardly, and downwardly sloping escapement unit 
contacting with and extending forwardly from 
said runways and constructed with passages in 
register with and forming continuations of said 
runways, and having restricted outer ends; and 
a base member communicating with and stretch 
ing forwardly from the escapement unit and 
formed with a bottom, enclosing side walls and a 
top, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
...7. A golf game apparatus as in claim 6 in which 
the top of the base member is formed of carpeting 
material and presents an irregular surface, and . 
said base member has between its top and bottom 
a partition-extending from an inner corner of the 
base to the opposite diagonal outer corner and 
has below its top a forwardly and downwardly 
sloping, triangular filler extending between said 
partition and a side wall of the base and from the 
escapement unit to the front wall of the base. . . . 
8. A golf game apparatus including an upright 

forwardly, inclined target comprising enclosing 
Sides and backfilled with padding material; said 
target presenting a front impact surface com 
posed of pliant material and formed with a pair 
of Vertically aligned and spaced apart openings, 
the upper of said openings being located centrally. 
of the impact surface; a conduit at the rear of the 

5 impact surface communicating between said 
openings; a cushion contacting with and ex 
tending forwardly from the foot of the target and presenting a forwardly and downwardly sloping 
top surface of pliant material; downwardly in 
clined runways contacting with and reaching for 
wardly from the cushion and arranged in con 
tiguous lateral relation; a forwardly and down 
Wardly sloping escapement unit contacting with 
and extending forwardly from said runways and 
constructed with passages in register with and 
forming continuations of said runways and hav 
ing restricted outer ends; a base member.com 
municating with and stretching for Wardly from 
the escapement unit and formed with a bottom, 
enclosing side walls and a top formed of carpet 
ing material and presenting an irregular surface, 
Said base member having between its top and 
bottom a partition extending from an inner cor 
ner of the base to the opposite diagonal outer 
corner thereof, and said base having below its top a forwardly and downwardly sloping triangular 
filler extending between said partition and a side 
Wall of the base and from the escapement unit to 
the front wall of the base; electrical contact ele 
ments arranged in said filler, one adjacent the 
outer end of each escapement passage and a scor 
ing device arranged above the target and operable 
by said electrical contacts. 

WILLIAM. A. SMITH, 

  

  

  


