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This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group |, claims 1-49, drawn to an edge router system for multi-mode switching and a method for multi-mode edge routing comprising: a
traffic management module receiving data from one or more sources; a multi-mode packet processor receiving the data, and routing the
data for transmission in an efectronic packet switching mode, optical burst switching mode or optical circuit switching mode; an EPS
mode processor, an OBS mode processor, and an OCS mode processor coupled to the multi-mode packet processor, and a muitiplexer
coupled to the EPS, OBS, or OCS mode processor.

Group I, claims 50-56, drawn to an edge router system for optical burst switching comprising: an OBS processor module comprising a
burst assembler receiving the data of the burst reservation packets, forming bursts and initiating burst connection setup requests to
establish a burst connection, a packet poor temporarily queueing the data, and an OBS packet scheduler selecting packets from the
packet pool to transmit the packets under the burst connection.

The inventions listed as Groups I-1l do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: the special technical feature of the Group
| invention: a traffic management module receiving data from one or more sources; a multi-mode packet processor receiving the data,
and routing the data for transmission in an electronic packet switching mode, optical burst switching mode or optical circuit switching
mode; an EPS mode processor, an OBS mode processor, and an OCS mode processor coupled to the multi-mode packet processor,
and a multiplexer coupled to the EPS, OBS, or OCS mode processor as claimed therein is not present in the invention of Group Il. The
special technical feature of the Group Il invention: an OBS processor module comprising a burst assembler receiving the data of the
burst reservation packets, forming bursts and initiating burst connection setup requests to establish a burst connection, a packet poor
temporarily queueing the data, and an OBS packet scheduler selecting packets from the packet pool to transmit the packets under the
burst connection as claimed therein is not present in the invention of Groups |.

Groups | and [l lack unity of invention because even though the inventions of these groups require the technical feature of an OBS
processor; a WDM output link outputting the data, this technical feature is not a special technical feature as it does not make a
contribution over the prior art in view of US 2009/0148162 A1 (TANG et al) 11 June 2009 (11.06.2009) figures 16-18, paragraphs 65-68,
82, 93, 98, 110-114. .

Since none of the special technical features of the Group | or Il inventions are found in more than one of the inventions, unity of invention
is lacking.
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