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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that, ALBERTINE RUELLAND, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resi 
dent of the city of New York, borough of 
Manhattan, in the county and State of New 
York, have invented a new and Improved 
Electric Iron, of which the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description. 
This invention relates to electric irons. 

An object of the invention concerns the pro 
vision of an electric iron which is adapted . 
efficiently to iron materials of delicate tex 
ture, such as velvets, satins, crépes, chiffons, 
etc. 
Another object resides in the provision of 

an iron which can be used as any ordinary 
iron and which is, at the same time, pro 
vided with means whereby it is particularly 
adapted for the ironing of the above-men 
tioned materials with a minimum liability 
of injury to the hands or person of the op 
erator. 
A further object resides in the particular 

construction and arrangement of parts 
which are hereinafter described and claimed 
and shown in the accompanying drawings. 

In the operation of ironing delicate fab 
rics, such as satins, crépes, chiffons, velvets, 
etc., it is a well-known fact that it is impos 
sible to iron these materials except by run 
ning an iron over one face of the material. 
If, therefore, the material were placed on an 
ironing board or other surface in the usual 
manner, with this face upward, then the 
other face, which is of the most importance 
when the material is made into a dress or 
other garment, would be marred or injured 
by the pressure of the iron thereon and by 
contact with the supporting surface. There 
fore, in order. to avoid this injury, it has 
been heretofore customary to iron such sur 
faces on the desired face by merely running 
the iron over the surface while the garment 
or the fabric is supported from some suitable 
point. In the use of the ordinary iron, this 
operation requires that the iron be held in 
such an awkward and inconvenient manner 
that oftentimes the operator burns the 
hands. 
My invention in general involves the pro 

vision of an iron electrically heated and of 
a suitable form and construction which is 
provided with a handle portion suitably at 
tached thereto which is disposed in a plane 
apart from the plane of the heated surface 
and is adapted to swing around in this plane 

site 

and be adjusted in any position with respect 
to the body portion of the iron. This possible 
rotation of the handle portion permits it at 
times to extend in a direction away from the 
body portion, and at other times to extend in 
a direction over the body portion. In the 
first extended position of the handle, the 
handle can be gripped to manipulate the 
iron and, at the same time, the heating sur 
face of the iron is at a maximum distance 
from the hand, whereby injury will not re 
sult from the operation of the iron in the 
manner above described. When the handle 
is swung in the other direction, to extend 
over the body portion, the handle can be 
gripped and the iron used as an ordinary 
iron with the application of any desired 
pressure thereto. 
The invention is illustrated in the draw 

ings, of which 
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Figure 1 represents a plan view of the 
liron; 

Figure 2 is a vertical longitudinal section 
taken through the iron and the handle. 
The preferred form of my invention, as 

shown in the drawings, comprises an iron 
of any suitable size, weight or form, pref 
erably somewhat of the form shown in the 
drawings, which comprises a body portion 
having a lower section 1 and an upper sec 
tion 2. The lower section 1 is provided with 
a heating surface such as 3. Both portions 
of the body portion, particularly the lower 
portion, may be made of any suitable metal, 
such as steel or cast iron, as desired. The 
characteristics or qualities of the material of 
which the body portion may be made is de 
termined by the working conditions and re 
quirements desired of the iron. For con 
venience, the lower half 1 of the body por 
tion will be called the heating portion, and 
the upper half 2 will be called the cover 
portion, although other terms could be used 
in connection therewith. The heating portion 
is provided with a recess, such as 4, in which 
a heating coil or resistance wire of any de 
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sired quality is disposed. This heating unit 
5 is supported within and from the body 
portidn' of the iron in any well-known man 
ner, as circumstances may designate. . The 
cover portion of the iron is fastened to the 
heating portion by means of screws, such 
as 6. These screws are adapted to extend 
through suitable apertures in the cover por 
tion and into apertures in bosses 7 and 8 
suitably formed on and extending upwardly 
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from the heating portion 1 of the iron. The 
cover portion 2 and the heating portion 1 

e 

shoulders which interlock with each other 
and hold the cover portion on the head por 
tion. The contacting faces of these shoul 
ders are represented by the numerals 9 and 

The cover portion is also 
provided with a suitable recess, such as 11, 
adapted to receive the boss 8 above men 
tioned. Above a portion of this boSS 8 the 
cover portion is cut away in the form of an 
aperture 12 in which is located a porcelain. 
block such as 13. This block is mentioned 
as being made of porcelain but any other 
suitable insulating material may be used. 
The porcelain block is provided with a pair 
of apertures or bores 4 and 15 which, when 
the E. is in the recess 12 of the cover 2, 
align themselves with similar apertures, 
such as 16 and 17, in the top of the boss 8. 
These apertures 16 and 17 are lined with 
some suitable insulating material, repre 
sented by the numeral 18. This insulating 
material is bored out to receive the lower 
threaded ends of binding posts, such as 19. 
Insulating washers 20 are disposed on the 
upper surface of the boss 8 around the bind 
ing posts 19, and above these washers the 
ends, such as 21, of the heating unit or wire. 
5 are disposed in contact with the binding 
posts 19. Suitable adjusting and binding 
nuts 22 are threaded on the binding posts 19, 
and terminal wires, such as 26, are connected 
thereto in any well-known manner. 
On the top of the cover portion adjacent the 

insulating block 13 there is disposed a base 
portion such as 24. This base portion pro 
vides a suitable suppor for a handle such as 
25. The base portion is provided with aper 
tures through which certain of the above 
mentioned screws, such as 6, extend. The base 
portion is provided also with a downwardly 
projecting flange portion 26 which extends 
along the rear edge of the cover portion and 
which is connected thereto by suitable screws 
such as 27. On its upper face the handle 
base portion 24 is provided with an exteri 
orly threaded projecting boss 28. The elec 
trical heating element is disposed within the 
body portion, substantially beneath the boss 
28. This boss 28 is bored, as at 29, to per 
mit of the passage of the terminal wires 23 
therethrough. Part of the handle, in the 
form of an elbow portion 30, is bored, as at 
31, throughout its length, and at its end is 
interiorly threaded to be received on the 
boss 28. The main body portion of the han 
dle is in the form of a horizontally extend 

60 ing portion 32 hollowed out to permit of the 
passage of the terminal wires above men 
tioned and provided with an embracing 
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sleeve 33, which may be of any suitable ma 
terial, such as wood. The base portion 24 
and the elbow portion 30, including the han 

provided with co-operating engaging 
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dle portion 32, may be made of any suitable 
material, such as nickel steel. 
In order to adjust the handle portion in 

any desired position with respect to the base 
portion 24 and, also, the body portion of the 
iron, I have provided a bore 34 extending 
into the side of the elbow portion 30, in 
which is disposed a set screw, such as 34, the 
inner end of which is pointed and adapted 
to engage with the threads on the boss 28 
so as to lock the elbow portion 30 in any 
desired position with respect to the boss 28. 
In the position shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the 
handle portion, by reason of the elbow, is 
adapted to extend in any direction in a 
plane parallel with and above the plane of 
the heating surface 3. As shown in full 
lines in Figs. and 2, the handle portion 
extends" in this plane in a direction rear 
wardly from the body portion. In this 
form and position of the handle portion, the 
handle is adapted to be gripped thereby and 
be used to press out and iron the delicate 
fabrics above mentioned with a minimum 
liability of injury to the hands of the opera 
tor, since the heating surface, as will be ob 
served, is disposed at a maximum distance 
from the hands of the operator. However, 
under certain circumstances, it may be desir 
able to use this iron in the manner in which 
an iron is ordinarily used. When this is 
desired, it is merely necessary to release the 
set screw 34, which permits the handle to 
be moved around to the position shown in 
dotted lines in Fig. 2, whereupon the set 
screw 34 can be tightened again to hold the 
handle in this position. In this position the 
handle portion extends from one end of the 
body portion over the remaining part of the 
body portion, so that the iron can be used in 
the ordinary manner. 
I have illustrated certain forms and ar 

rangements and have mentioned certain ma 
terials of which the various parts of the 
iron above described are made, but it is un 
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derstood that any desired material can be 
used in accordance with the circumstances 
under which the iron is to be used, and that 
different sizes, shapes and weights of the 
parts. can be adopted at will. 
What I claim is: 
1. An electric iron which comprises a 

Ils 

body portion, a heating element within said 
body portion, a hollow boss disposed on the 
rear upper surface of the body portion, ter 
minals for the heating element, said element 
disposed within the bod i substan 
tially beneath the boss, a o low handle pro 
vided with an elbow engaging the boss, cir 
cuit wires extending through the handle and 
engaging with the terminals, and means for 
adjusting the handle in a plurality of posi 
tions with respect to the body portion. 

2. An electric iron which comprises a 
body portion, an adjustable hollow elbow 
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connected to the upper rear end of the body portion, a handle having threaded engage- G 
portion, and a hollow handle portion con ment with the boss to permit adjustable po 
nected to the free end of the elbow and sitioning of the handle thereon, and a set 
adapted to extend rearwardly from the body screw on the handle disposed in a bore 
portion in one position of the elbow, and therein, said set screw adapted to be adjust 
electric circuit wires carried in protective ed to engage with the threads on the boss to 15 
relation within said handle. lock the handle in any desired position. 3. An electric iron, which comprises a 
body portion, a threaded boss on the body ALBERTINE RUELLAND. 


