PCT

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ORGANIZATION
International Bureau

INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(51) International Patent Classification 5 : (11) International Publication Number: WO 94/06236
A3
?/g:MH%)/:é’ 73/6‘46 » 3/50 (43) International Publication Date: 17 March 1994 (17.03.94)
’
(21) International Application Number: ' PCT/US93/07792 | (74) Agents: TOCUPS, Nora, M. et al.; Jones & Askew, 37th

(22) International Filing Date: 24 August 1993 (24.08.93)

(30) Priority data:

07/936,384 26 August 1992 (26.08.92) US

(71) Applicant: BELLSOUTH CORPORATION [US/US);
1155 Peachtree Street, N.E., Atlanta, GA 30367-6000
(US).

(72) Inventors: YUE, Drina, C. ; 2680 Rangewood Drive, Atlan-
ta, GA 30345 (US). SMETS, Raymond, J. ; 3005 Shady
Valley Drive, Atlanta, GA 30324 (US). MOQUIN, Tho-
mas, Joseph ; 265 Norcross Street Townhouse C-4, Ros-
well, GA 30075 (US). KRAUS, Evan ; 1136 Reeder Cir-
cle, N.E,, Atlanta, GA 30324 (US). DURAND, Terry ;
3853 Bluffview Drive, N.E., Marietta, GA 30345 (US).
BERKE, Lawrence, R. ; 1825 Redbourne Drive, Atlanta,
GA 30350 (US).

Published

Floor, 191 Peachtree Street,
30303-1769 (US).

N.E., Atlanta, GA

(81) Designated States: AT, AU, BB, BG, BR, BY, CA, CH,
CZ, DE, DK, ES, FI, GB, HU, JP, KP, KR, KZ, LK,
LU, MG, MN, MW, NL, NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU,
SD, SE, SK, UA, VN, European patent (AT, BE, CH,
DE, DK, ES, FR, GB, GR, IE, IT, LU, MC, NL, PT,
SE).

With international search report.

Before the expiration of the time limit for amending the
claims and 10 be republished in the event of the receipt of
amendmenis.

(88) Date of publication of the international search report:
7 July 1994 (07.07.94)

(54) Title: PERSONAL NUMBER COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM

(57) Abstract

A personal number communications sys-
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tem assigns a personal number to each subscriber,
and receives from each subscriber communication
routing information in the form of one or more

Mrsor
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hierarchical lists of destinations based on the time
of day and day of the week. The hierarchy and
composition of the lists may be changed or may
be overridden to direct selected communications
to a specific destination. The system receives com-
munications directed to a subscriber’s personal
number and identifies the source of the communi-
cation. The identification may be made through
calling line identification, through a personalized
list of callers, or through source identification.
The system selects a first destination for the com-
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munication from the hierarchical list. At the first
destination, the system announces the jdentified
source of the communication and requests dispo-
sition information as to the acceptance, formal re-
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Jection or passive rejection, such as a no answer,
of the communication. If accepted, the system
routes the communication to the first destination.
If rejected, the system routes the communication
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to the default destination selected by the subscriber. If there is a passive rejection, the system requests communication disposition
information from the next destination in the destination list according to the hierarchy selected by the subscriber. The system con-
tinues to request communicatioin disposition information from each sequential destination on the destination list until
munication is accepted or until the last destination on the destination list is reached, at which point the communication is routed

to the last destination.
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