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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MARY E. WORN, of the
city and county of Philadelphia, and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and Im-
proved Pencil-Sharpener, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.

The invention relates to slate-pencil sharp-
eners of small and compact form, suitable
for carrying in one’s pocket or in a desk or
portable school-box; and the invention con-
sists in the novel construction described here-
inafter, and defined in the claims. )

Reference is to be had to the accompanying

drawings, forming a part of this specification,

in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in all the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of a pencil-sharp-
ener constructed in accordance with my in-
vention. Fig. 2 is a transverse section on the
line z 2 in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a longitudinal
cenfral section through the removable cap,
and Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the sharp-
ener.

The body of my improved sharpener is com-

posed of a block A, preferably of wood, hav-

ing produced in its upper side a longitudinal
recess a, the sides o’ of which are vertical
In the recess thus formed-are held the sharp-
ening - eutters B, which consist of round
threaded rods, the threads being quite fine
and having a keen edge. The cutters are
held in the block A by friction, their threads
intermeshing with each other and contacting
snugly against the respective vertical walls
of the recess . When in placein the block,
the cutters are held againstrotary movement
and form a solid abrading surface, against
which the pencil is rubbed.

A movable cap C is provided, having side
flanges ¢ and end flanges ¢/, adapted to the
block A, and an opening ¢* is formed longi-
tudinally therein for permitting entrance of
the pencil to the cutters, and the side flanges
¢’ are formed with openings ¢?, complemen-

tary to the longitudinal opening ¢? for per-|

mitting the pencil to be projected beyond the
cutters and for permitting escape of the pen-
cil-dust. -

The cap C is made removable, being held
by the friction of its flanges against the block
A, and when the cap and cutters are removed
the latter may be partially rotated for pre-
senting a new ecutting-surface. In the event
of the threads becoming eclogged and filled
with dust the latter may be readily removed
either by holding the sharpener to the mouth
and blowing the breath upon the same or by
tapping the sharpener upon the hand orother
convenient object.

‘When the cutters are considerably worn at
one portion, it will be desirable to hold in
proper position that portion which is most
servieeable, and this I provide for in fixing
the cutters againstrotary movement. Should
they be allowed to rotate freely and the ma-
jor portion be worn and unserviceable, it is
evident the serviceable portion would not re-

“tain a position to be utilized.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. As a new-article of manufacture, a pen-
cil-sharpener comprising a recessed body and
threaded cutters in the said recess, said cut-
ters contacting with the side walls of the re-
cess and intermeshing with each other
throughout their entire length, as set forth.

2. As a new article of manufacture, a pen-
cil-sharpener consisting of a bloek formed
with a recess, two round threaded cutters re-
movably fitted in said recess and in mesh
with each other, and a removable cap fitting
said block and formed with a longitudinal
opening fol exposing the cutters, substan-
tially as described.
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