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To all whon, it inval/ concern. 
Be it known that I, CHARLES PLATZ, a citi 

Zen of the United States, and a resident of 
New York, in the county of New York and 
State of New York, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Railway 
Spikes, of which the following is a specifica 
tion, reference being had to the accompany 
ing drawings, forming a part thereof, in which 
similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts. 
This invention relates to railway-spikes 

and to locks therefor, and the object thereof 
is to provide an improved device by means of 
which such spikes may be securely held in 
the tie and the accidental removal thereof 
or the working loose of the spike prevented; 
and with this and other objects in view the 
invention consists in the construction, com 
bination and arrangement of parts herein 
after described and claimed. 
The invention is fully disclosed in the foll 

lowing specification, of which the accompa 
nying drawings form a part, in which 

Figure 1 is a sectional view of a rail, show 
ing also my improved locking device for a 
railway-spike; Fig. 2, a side elevation of the 
spike; Fig. 3, a back view thereof, and Fig. 
4 a view of my improved locking device. 
In the practice of my invention I provide 

a railway-spike A, having the usual head B 
formed at the upper end, and in the back and 
sides of the spike is a groove C, which is 
adapted to receive my improved lock, which 
consists of a yoke D, the ends of the sides of 
which are pointed, as shown at d, and in the 
back of the spike, at the upper end thereof, 
is also formed a vertical slot E, which extends 
upwardly through the back of the groove C. 
and through the head of the spike, as shown 
in Fig. 3 and by the dotted line in Fig. 2. 
The operation will be readily understood 

from the foregoing description when taken 
in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings. The railway-rail Fis placed in position 
upon the ties in the usual manner and the 
spike A is then driven into the tie, so that 
the head B thereof will overlap the base 
plate or flange. (Shown in Fig. 1.) The yoke 
D is then driven into the spike, the position 
thereof being also shown in Fig. 1, so that 
the closed end thereof will rest in the back 
of the groove C and the sides thereof in the 
sides of the groove which are inclined for 
Wardly and downwardly, as clearly shown in 

Fig. 2. When the locking-yoke is thus driven 
into position, it will, as Will be readily under 
stood, securely hold the spike in place, and 
the latter will not Work loose and cannot be 
removed without first removing the yoke. 

It may be necessary at times to remove the 
spike, and for this purpose I provide the 
groove E, and whenever it becomes necessary 
to remove the spike a Wedge or similar device 
is driven into said groove, and by this means 
the yoke may be removed, and after the yoke 
has been removed the spike maybe withdrawn 
in the usual manner. 
My invention is not limited to the exact 

form, construction and arrangement of parts 
herein shown and described, and I therefore 
reserve the right to make all such alterations 
therein and modifications thereof as fairly 
come Within the scope of the invention. 
Having fully, described my invention, I 

claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent 

1. A railway spike, provided with the usual 
head, and a groove formed in the back and 
sides thereof below the head, the sides of the 
grooves being inclined forwardly and down 
wardly and a yoke adapted to fit within said 
groove and to be driven into a tie, substan 
tially as shown and described. 

2. A railway spike, provided with the usual 
head, and a groove formed in the back and 
sides thereof below the head, the sides of the 
groove being inclined forwardly and down 
Wardly and a yoke adapted to fit within said 
groove, and to be driven into a tie, said spike 
being provided at its upper end with a lon 
gitudinal groove or slot in the back thereof, 
which extends through the back of the head 
and back of said groove downwardly, sub 
stantially as shown and described. 

3. A railway spike provided with the usual 
head as B, and a groove as C, formed in the 
back and sides thereof below the head, and 
also with a vertical groove or slot as E, said 
groove C being adapted to receive a yoke 
which is adapted to be driven into a tie, sub 
stantially as shown and described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my invention I have signed my name, in pres 
ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 25th 
day of September, 1895. 

CHARLES PLATZ. 
Witnesses: 

C. GERST, 
A. C. MCLOUGHILIN. 

75 

95 

OO 

Io5 

  


