
1,022,251. 

sŠSYS N Z24 % % 
% A. 
% 

Z 

N s 
S& 

RS 

2 
S 

i 

N 

% 

A. 3% SS 

G. MELBER, 
WASHBOARD, 

APPLIOATION FILED MAR, 18, 1911, 

Patented Apr. 2, 1912. 

'N = y 
No R 

(S y 
s NSS 
N - N 

y S 

N SSS 

columbia PLANOGRAPH co, washunarron, c. 

W 

6ew ye %22%; 

- BN 

  



O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Apr. 2, 1912. 
Serial No. 615,318, 

To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, GEORGE MELBER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Ekalaka, in the county of Custer and State 
of Montana, have invented new and useful 
Improvements in Washboards, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

washboards, and is primarily directed to 
that class of washboards known as the Self 
Soaping washboard. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

board of this character which is of an ex 
tremely simple construction which forces 
the soap into contact with the clothes upon 
the board at opposite points and when the 
clothes have reached the lower portion of 
the board. 
With the above, and other objects in view, 

which will be more apparent as the nature 
of the invention progresses, the invention 
resides in the novel construction and ar 
rangement of parts hereinafter fully de 
scribed and claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings-Figure 1 

is a front elevation of a washboard con 
structed in accordance with the present in 
vention. Fig. 2 is a sectional view upon the 
line 2-2 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a rear eleva 
tion of the lower portion of the board. 
The board 1 may be constructed in the ordi 

nary manner, the same having the usual cor 
rugated rubbing surface or face 2, which is 
supported and sustained upon the board 
through the medium of longitudinal bars 3 
and transversely arranged bars 3 which are 
connected with the side pieces or legs 4 of 
the board. The lower portion of the rub 
bing surface 2 is formed with rectangular 
openings 5 and 6. These openings are ar 
ranged adjacent the legs 4 and are posi 
tioned directly opposite each other. The 
openings 5 and 6 are of a sufficient size to 
each accommodate a bar of soap. The open 
ings may, if desired, be partially closed 
through the medium of transversely ar 
ranged wires or the like, and the said open 
ings communicating with the longitudinally 
and transversely arranged boards provide 
what I will term pockets, the legs 4 forming 
one of the walls thereof. The inner walls of 
each of the pockets is formed with centrally 
arranged elongated openings 7 and 8, the 
said openings being normally closed through 
the medium of brackets 87 which have their 
central portion bulged outwardly and which 

are connected with the inner walls of the 
pockets. The openings or depressions are 
adapted to receive the reduced portions 9 
and 10 provided upon a follower 11. This 
follower extends entirely across the board, 
and its opposite ends 12 and 13 are of a size 
sufficient to snugly fit within the pockets. 
The numeral 14 designates a threaded ele 
ment which is secured to the board in any 
desired manner and which is adapted to ex 
tend through an opening 15 provided in the 
central portion of the follower 11. The nu 
meral 16 designates a thumb nut which co 
acts with the threaded element and which 
also engages the central portion of the foll 
lower. 
From the above description, taken in con 

nection with the accompanying drawings, 
the simplicity of the device, as well as the 
advantages thereof, will, it is thought, be 
apparent to those skilled in the art to which 
said invention appertains. It will be readily 
noted that when the soap is positioned 
within the pockets the follower may be 
readily adjusted through the medium of the 
thumb nut and the screw metal to force the 
soap toward the rubbing face 2 of the board. 
It will be further noted that the pockets 
containing the soap are arranged upon the 
opposite ends of the board and when the 
clothing is being rubbed upon the board it 
does not require soaping. The said clothes 
may be rubbed centrally of the board with 
out containing the soap. It will be also ap 
parent that by directing the clothes toward 
either of the ends of the board, the clothes 
will be subject to the full action of the soap. 
Having thus fully described the invention, 

what I claim is:-- 
A wash board comprising a pair of spaced 

legs and a rubbing surface positioned be 
tween the legs, the said rubbing surface hav 
ing its lower portion provided with rectan 
gular openings arranged in parallel relation 
with each other and adjacent the legs, 
spaced longitudinally and transversely ar 
ranged boards at the rear of the rubbing 
surface, the said boards being so arranged 
with relation to the said openings as to form 
walls and pockets, in conjunction with the 
legs, a follower member, the said boards 
having their lower portion formed to pro 
vide elongated openings adapted to receive 
and support the said follower in an oper 
ative position, the said follower comprising 
a horizontally disposed rectangular strip 
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having reduced portions adjacent its end 
adapted to slidably fit within the said elon 
gated openings, and having its ends so 
formed and of an area equal to that of the 
pockets So as to permit the same to be posi 
tioned within the pockets, bracket members 
secured at the rear of the board and having 
centrally bulged portions adapted to close 
the said elongated openings and to prevent 
the accidental displacement of the follower 
from the board, and the said legs being of a 
width equal to the depth of the said pockets 
whereby when the follower is positioned 
upon the board it will lie in substantially the 
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same plane as that of the leg, a threaded 
member rigidly connected with the wash 
board and adapted to project through the 
central portion of the followers, and a wind 
ing nut to coact with the threaded member 
and adapted to simultaneously adjust the 
ends of the follower within the pockets. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

GEORGE MELBER. 
Witnesses: 

SEPTON CADY, 
JAY. E. WILSON. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.' 
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