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This invention relates to stockings; and it has
reference more particularly to stockings with:
fold-down tops.

In the main, my invention is directed toward
the provision of a stocking of the type specifically
referred to with an attached garter band, which,
when the stocking is worn, is concealed within the
fold and which is capable of being positionally
adjusted to raise or lower the line of the fold and

10 thereby change the length of the stocking.

A further aim of my invention is to make it
possible to incorporate a garter having the above
indicated attribute, incident to the production of
the stocking on the knitting machine.

Other objects and advantages will be manifest
from the detailed description following in con-

nection with the attached drawings, wherein Fig.

I shows a seamless stocking embodying my inven-
tion, a portion thereof being broken away for ex-
20 posure of important details of construction in

diagrammatic section. o

Fig. I is a view like Fig. I with the garter band

.of the stocking differently adjusted.

Fig. III is a fragmentary diagrammatic detail
25 vieyvlshowing the texture of the garter band ma-
~erial. -

Figs. IV, V and VI show successive steps in the
method of making the stocking.

Figs. VII and VIII are diagrammatic views
illustrating how a stocking embodying my inven-
tion may be produced on a flat knitting machine.

With reference first to Figs. I and II of these
illustrations the body portion of my improved
stocking is indicated at 10, the fold-down top at
11 and the elastic garter band at 12. As shown,
the garter band is circumferentially attached
only along one of its edges at the juncture 13
between the body portion 10 of the stocking and
its fold-down top 11, and concealed within the
fold when the stocking is worn, By virtue of its
attachment as just described, the garter band 12
may obviously be swung upward as in Fig. I or
downward as in Fig. II, thereby determining dif-
ferent lines of fold for the top 11 and corréspond-
ingly varying the length of the stocking. In the
present instance the body 10 of the stocking is
shown as being of plain knit fabric as conven-
tionally indicated in Figs. I and IT, and the fold-
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down top 11 of ribbed fabric, also as conven-.

50 tionally indicated, the said ribbed top being of
the same gauge as that of the body portion. The
elastic band 12, it will be noted from Fig. II1, is
of ribbed fabric knitted to a'gage correspond-
ing to that of the body and the fold-down por-

65 tions 10 and 11

of the stocking so.that sg.id band

(CI. 66—172)

may be incorporated incident to the knitting of
the stocking in the manner which will be pres-
ently explained. As conventionally shown in Fig.
IIT, the major portion 14 of the garter band 12 is
knit from covered rubber yarn with a selvage 15
along one edge, while a relatively narrow mar-
ginal portion 16 along the other edge is knit from
non-elastic yarn of the same material as that

60

used in the body and top portions 10 and 11 but

of a weight corresponding in thickness to that of
the covered rubber yarn aforesaid.

To make the stocking, I separately knit the
fold-down top 11 and the elastic garter 12 on
suitable rib Kknitting machines. I then apply
the top to the points P of a point ring R as shown
in Fig. IV, and at the same time impale the
loops 17 along the raw-edge of the garter band

" 12 onto the points of said ring. I next apply
the ring R to the needles N of a stocking knitting

machine as shown in Fig. V, and simultaneously ¢

transfer the garter band 12 and the ribbed top
11 to the needles. With the foregoing accom-
plished, I finally proceed with the completion of
the body portion 10 of the stocking as suggested
in Fig. VI. As a result of this procedure, the
garter band 12 is directly incorporated, loop
for loop, with the fabric of the stocking. The
formation of the garter band 12 with the margin
16 of non-elastic varn is important in that it
facilitates application of the band to the points
P of the ring R and insures against its slipping off
during the transfer under the pull of the rubber
in the major portion i5. The marginal por-
tion 16 of the band 12 is moreover important in
that it minimizes puckering along the juncture
line 13 between the stocking body 10 and the fold-
down top 11. ’ .

To produce a stocking embodying my inven-
tion on. a flat knitting machine, I proceed as shown
in Figs. VII and VIII, wherein the vertically re-
ciprocating needles are indicated at N’, the hori-
zontally sliding sinkers at S, and the cooperat-
ing knockovers at K. Here, as in the previously
described instance, the fabrics 11 for the rib top
and the garter band 12 are separately produced on

other machines, and then impaled, as shown in-

Fig. VIII, one upon the other on the points P’ of
a transfer device R’, which, in this instance, has
the form of a bar such as is ordinarily used in
transferring full fashioned legs onto the flat
portions by which the stocking feet are knitted in
integral continuation. With the rib top 11 and
the garter band 12 impaled upon the points of
the bar R’ as just explained, the latter is applied
to. the needles N’ of the knitting machine in the
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usual manner and the parts 11 and 12 trans-
ferred, loop for loop, to said needles, said rib top
and elastic band being incidentally pushed down
below the level of the sinkers S. The knitting
machine is thereupon started, and operates to
knit the body portion of the stocking in the well
known way.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

1. A fold-down stocking having an elastic
garter band concealed within the fold, said garter
band being knit from rubber yarn to the same
gage as that of the stocking body and having a
marginal portion knit from non-elastic yarn, the
said marginal portion being circumferentially
attached to the stocking, loop for loop, so that

‘the band may be swung up or down to change the

line of the fold and thereby correspondingly vary
the length of the stocking. . )

2. The method of making a fold-down stock-
ing with an attached garter band, which com-
prises separately producing a knitted fold down
top; separately producing a garter strip of like
gage knit for the most part from.rubber yarn
but having a marginal portion along one edge

knit from non-elastic. yarn; transferring the

fold-down top onto the needles of a knitting
machine and at the same time impaling.the edge

‘loops of the marginal portion aforesaid of the

garter band material; and then proceeding with
the knitting of the leg and foot of the stocking.

3. The method of making a fold-down stock-
ing with an attached garter band, which com-
prises separately producing a rib knitted fold-
down top; separately producing a garter strip

knit to like gage for the most part from rubber

yarn but having a marginal portion along one
edge thereof knit from non-elastic yarn; trans-
ferring the fold-down top to the needles of a

- knitting machine and at the same time impaling

the terminal loops of the marginal portion of
the garter strip; and then proceeding with the
knitting of the leg and the foot of the stocking.

- 4. A stocking having a top adapted to be turned
down over the body of the stocking; and an
elastic garter band with one edge thereof at-
tached to the body of the fabric for concealment
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by the turned-down fop and with capacity {o
be swung up or down fto determine different

lines of folding and corresponding variations in -

the length of the stocking. . .

5. A stocking having a top adapted to be turned
down over the body of the stocking; and a knit
rubber inlay elastic garter band of the same gage
as that of the stocking fabric circumferentially
attached loop for ioop along one edge only to the
body of the stocking for concealment by the
turned-down top and with capacity to be swung up
or down to determine different lines of folding
and corresponding variations in the length of the

-stocking. :

6. A stocking with a body portion; a separately
knit top adapted to be folded down over the body
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portion; and an elastic garter.band having one of -

its edges attached along the line of juncture be-
tween the stocking body and the fold down top
for concealment by the fold-down top and with
capacity to be swung up or down to determine

“different lines of folding and corresponding varia-

tions in the length of the stocking.

7. As a new article of manufacture, a stocking
having a plain knit body portion; a rib knit top
adapted to be folded down over the body por-
tion; and an elastic garter band having one of
its edges circumferentially attached along the
line of juncture between the body portion and
the rib knit top for concealment by the fold down
top and with capacity to be swung up or down to
determine different lines of folding and corre-
sponding variations in the length of the stocking.

8. A stocking having a plain knit body portion;
a rib knit top adapted to be folded down over
the body portion; and a knit rubber inlay garter

‘band of the same gage as that of the stocking

body and the rib top having one edge attached
loop for loop along the line of juncture between
the body portion and the fold-down top for con-
cealment by the latter and with capacity to be
swung up or down to determine different lines of
folding and corresponding variations in the
lengih of the stocking. .
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