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UNITED STATES
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RICHARD F. HANDY, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

RAILROAD-CAR FURNITURE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent No. 333,853, dated January 5, 1886.
Application filed September 4, 1884, Serial No. 142,171. (No model.)

To all whom i& may CORCEFTL:

Be it known that I, RIcEARD F. HANDY, of
New York city, in theState of New York, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements
in Railroad-Car Furniture, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

1 provide seat-backs which are reversible
and capable of performing all the usual fune-
tions, and which contain parts that may be
folded to be of no effect, extended to serve as
desks or tables, or adjusted toserve as narrow
pockets sufficient to contain opera-glasses or
gloves and other small articles.
~ The accompanying drawings form a part of
this specification, and represent what I con-
sider the best means of carrying out the in-
vention.

Figure1l isaperspective view showing one of
the pieces, which I term * tables,” adjusted
horizontally and all the others folded out of
use. Fig. 2is a side elevation showing one
of the tables inelined upward to serve as a
pocket. Figs. 3 and 4 are sections through a
portion on a larger scale. The remaining fig-
ures show modifications. Figs. 5 and 6 are
side elevations. = Fig. 7 is a perspective view.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures where they
occur.

A is the fixed framing; A’, the seat proper,
and ¢ the pivots which engage with the arms
B’ of the back B. This back is somewhat
wider than the ordinary back, but serves in
the same way, swinging over from one side to
the other of the seat A’, according as the car
is to traverse in one direction or the other.
There may be the ordinary provisions for lock-
ing the arms B’ against the shifting over of
the back by unauthorized persons.

The seat A’ and theinner face of the back B
may be made with hair-cloth, plush, or any
other ordinary or suitable material, and pad-
ded or upholstered to any thickness required.
The back side of the back B is peculiarly
equipped. ‘

D’ and D? are hinged pieces of hard wood or
other suitable material adapted to be folded
into recesses b, provided in the seat-back B.
I will term these pieces “‘tables.”” Each is

pivoted at one edge to the back, as indicated
at d, and is of a width matching the adjacent
recess b. The edge of each table oppusite its
axis d is equipped with a spring-bolt, E, hav-
ing a beveled end adapted to engage with a
corresponding keeper on the edge of the recess
b, and hold the table securely in the closed
position when required.

G G are braces turning on pivots or axes ¢,
mounted at the mid-height of the back B. The
ander side of each table is deeply recessed,
forming a series of ratchet-teeth, d*. 'When
not required for use, the braces G are sunk in
suitable recesses in the back of B (nob shown)
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and held by any suitable spring-catch. There -

are two short tables IV side by side, and two
short tables D? side by side, each equipped
with its proper ratchets, and with the corre-
sponding braces, G. This allows two occu-
pants of the seat directly in the rear fo each
provide himself or herself with a table, or
either one to have a table and the other keep
the space free, according to circumstances or
inclination. Rach table D’ is matehed by a
corresponding table, D’ the one being in the
position to serve when the car is moving in
one direction, and the other when the car is
moving in the other direction, and the seat-
back and its attachments have been caused to
perform a little more than a half-revolution
on the pivots d. Only one is required to be
extended at any time. A single pair of the
hinged braces G will suffice for the table D’
and also for the corresponding table, D°. Each
table mnay beset level or inclined in oune direc-
tion or the other, according as the end of the
hinged brace shall be adj usted in one or an-
other of the several ratchet-teeth d*. For
some uses, as for eating, the table would pref-
erably be adjusted level; for other uses, as
reading, it should be set drooping. Each ta-
ble D’ or D? is capable of being adjusted toin-
cline upward from its axis. This condition is
indicated in Fig. 2, and is attained by simply
elevating the table to a little above the re-
quired angle and adjusting the hinged braces
G to that condition, then on allowing the ta-
ble to incline outward or sink a little more it
will be held by the braces. This condition is
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important, as forming a pocket in which por-
tions of clothing or other articles may be re-
tained. ‘

Modifieations may be made in the forms and
proportions.

Parts of the invention may be used without
the whole.

I can make each table D’ or D* extend the
whole width of an entire seat-back.

I can hold the tables in the closed and open
bositions by other means.

The pointsat which the pivots @ are mount-
ed may be varied.

Fig. 5 shows a modification in which a sin-
gle shelf is employed with braces G to engage
it on either side. I have shown one face of
this shelf padded and the other plane,

It may be preferable to have the table up-
holstered on both sides, and to allow it to be
folded either way when it isout of use. I prefer,
however, with this form of the invention, to
fold it always one way and to upholster only
oneside—the side which is presented ontward
when it is folded.

Some of the advantages of the invention
may be realized by the employment of tables
or -corresponding parts conditioned to serve
only in the manner shown in Fig. 2 as pockets.
When this alone is desired, the parts D"D* may
be merely bags or frames of stout wire or other
suitable material, covered or upholstered with
plush orthelike. A light frame covered with
netting may serve. Such pockets are shown
in Figs. 6 and 7. .

I do not confine the invention to railroad-
cars. It may be useful on reversible seats in
theaters, churches, and many other situations,
even private houses, the parts I’ D? being
varied or not to conform to the peculiarities
of the service. Each may be of the nature of
pocket adapted for holding

a table, shelf, or
- books or parcels.
I can use metal, wood, leather, rubber, vel-
vet, and various other materials.
Parts of the invention may be used without
the whole.
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I can use the padded shelf with seat-backs,
having recesses b on seats which are not re-
versible.

I donot in this patent claim a pocket-recess
in the back of aseat and capable of being
closed flush with the back. I propose to
make that the subject of a separate applica-
tion.

I am aware of Bnglish Patent No. 4,382 of

1877, in which a reversible car-seat back has a

single panel which is hinged to open toward
the center. Such construction is not sought
to be covered in this application.

I ¢laim as my invention—

1. A reversible upholstered car-seat back
having a section of its rear upholstered side
hinged to form a shelf, and adjustable sup-
porting means, as set forth. '

2. A reversible upholstered car-seat back
having sections of its rear upholstered side
hinged in different directions and opening
from the center, and a single adjustable sup-
porting means, G, as-set forth.

3. Inreversible car-seats, the folding tables,
as D’ D* hinged in opposite directions, com-
bined with a single supporting means, as G,
as herein specified.

4. In a reversible seat-back, the hinged ta-
bles D' D? arranged opposite to each other, in
combination with reversible braces G, adapted
to support either table as it may come upper-
most.

5. In a seat with reversible back, two pairs
of hinged tables, D’ D* arranged as shown,
locking means, as E, for holding each in the
closed position, and provisions, as d*, for al-
lowing either shelf to be adjnsted level or to
incline in either direction, as herein specified.

In testimony whereof I hereunto set my
hand, at New York city, New York, this 27th
day of August, 1884, in the presence of two
subscribing witnesses.

RICHARD F. HANDY.

‘Witnesses:

M. F. BoYLg,
CHARLES R. SEARLE.
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