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discovery service designed to facilitate connections between users of the social net-
working system who share common attributes, (2) obtaining, from the user, data
representative of at least one desired user attribute, possessed by the user, for new
user connections, (3) identifying, within the social networking system, at least one
additional user who is both a participant in the discovery service and who also pos-
sesses the desired user attribute, and (4) providing a visual indication to the user,
when representing the additional user within a user interface of the social network-
ing system, that the additional user is a participant in the discovery service and that
@ the additional user possesses the desired user attribute. Various other methods, sys-
T tems, and computer-readable media are also disclosed.
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SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR FACILITATING DISCOVERY OF USERS WHO
SHARE COMMON CHARACTERISTICS WITHIN A SOCIAL NETWORKING
SYSTEM

CROSS REFERENCE TO BELATED APPLICATION
This application claims priority to U.S. Application No. 16/377,774, {iled on April &,
20319 which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 62/665.478, {iled May |,
2018, U.S. Provisional Application No. 62/720,493, filed August 21, 201& and U.S.
Provisional Application No. 62/757,128, filed November 7, 2018, the disclosure of each of

which is incorporated, in its entirety, by this reference.

BACKGROUNMD

Meodern social networking systems have revolutionized how people connect to and
communicate with cach other. For example, users of a social networking system may share
information {(e.g., posts, news storics, media, ete.) with other users, may join groups that
include other users who share common interests, and so forth.

Unfortunately, it may be difficult for users of a social networking system o make new
connections within the social networking system. For example, a user may wish to discover
and/or connect with other users of a social networking systern with whom he or she shares
commeoin characteristics and who are not already friends of the uscer. To iflustrate, the user may
bave recently moved to a new city and may wish to discover other users of the social
networking system who are also located in the new city. As another exarple, the user may be
a participant of a dating service of the social networking system and may wish to discover other
participants of the dating scrvice.

Unfortunately, traditional options for discovery of users of social networking systems
who share common attributes may be cumbersome, ineffective, and may fail to facilitate
serendipitous discovery of new potential connections. For exampie, a user could find and/or
join a group of users who share a common attribute (c.g., a conumon interest, a common status,
a common location, etc.). However, such groups may require a user to actively seek out and/or
join them in order to discover other users who are members of such groups. Additionally, such
groups may omit other users who also share the same attributes, but who have not actively
sought out and/or joined the group. Furthermore, traditional user searching and browsing tools
may not discriminate between vsers who may be interested in making new connections and

users who may not be interested in making new connections. Hence, the instant application
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identifies and addresses a need for additional systems and methods for facilitating discovery of

users who share common characieristics within a social networking system.

SUMMARY

As will be described in greater detail below, the instant disclosure describes various
systems and methods for facilitating discovery of users who share conunon characteristics
within a social networking system by identifying and visually indicating, to a user who is
participating in a discovery service and who possesses a desired user attribute, other uscrs who
are participating in the discovery service and who also possess the desired user attribute. For
example, an embodiment may enable a user who is participating in the discovery service and a
dating service to visually distinguish users of the social nctworking systemn who are
participating in the discovery service and the dating service from other users of the social
networking system while the user interacts with various interfaces of the social networking
systern. Additional examples and illustrations will be provided in the description below.

In oune examaple, a compuier-implemented method for facilitating discovery of users
who share comumon characteristics within a social networking system may inchide receiving,
via a social networking system, a request from a user to participate in a discovery service
designed to facilitate connections between users of the social networking system who share
comumon attributes, and obtaining, from the user, data representative of at least one desired user
atirtbute, possessed by the user, for new aser connections. The computer-implemented method
may further inchude identifying, within the social networking system, at Icast one additional
user who is both a participant in the discovery service and who also possesses the desired user
attribute, and providing a visual indication fo the user, when vepresenting the additional user
within a user interface of the social networking system, that the additional user is a participant
in the discovery service and that the additional user possesses the desired user attribute.

In some examples, the visual indication may include an interface affordance associated
with a profile picane of the addiional user included in the uaser interface of the social
networking system. In some additional examples, providing the visual indication o the user
when representing the additional user within the user interface of the social networking system
may include providing the visual indication to the user when representing the additional user
within at least one of (1) a content feed interface of the social networking system, (2} a group
interface of the social networking systern, (3) a search interface of the social networking

system, ot (4) a comment interface of the social networking systen.
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In some embodiments, the desired aser attribute may include an indication that the user
is a participant in a dating service of the social networking system, and the additional user may
afso be a participant in the dating service of the social networking system. In some additional
embodiments, identifying the additional user may include determining that the user and the

5 additional user have at least a threshold level of compatibility within the dating service. In
some cxamples, the computer-implemented method may further include (1) recciving a
selection of the additional user from the user, and (2) presenting at least one set of information
associated with the dating service and the additional user to the user in response to receiving
the selection of the additional user. In at icast one example, the set of information may inchude

10 adating profile of the additional user.

In at least some exarmples, the computer-implemented method may further inclode
identifying a set of mutual friends of the user and the additional user and who can introduce
the user to the additional user, and presenting at least a portion of the set of mutual friends to
the user. In some such examples, the method may further include receiving a selection of at

15 least one mutual friend included in the set of mutual friends from the user, and sending an
introduction request to the mutual friend. In at least one example, the introduction request may
include a request for the mutual friend to provide the user with an introduction to the additional
user. In some embodiments, the method may further include receiving an introduction of the
user to the additional user from the mutual friend in response to sending the introduction

20 request to the mutual friend, and sending the introduction to at least one of the user or the
additional user.

In some embodiments, identifying the additional user may further include determining
that the additional user is excluded from a set of friends of the user and that the user is excluded
from a set of friends of the additional user.

23 In at least some examples, the computer-implemented method may further include
recciving, from the additional user, permission to indicate to users of the social networking
system who are participants in the discovery service and who also possess the desired user
atiribute that the additional user is also a participant in the discovery service and that the
additional user also possesses the desired user attribute. In such cxamples, identifying the

30 additional user may be based on the permission received from the additional aser.

In some embodiments, the computer-implemented method may further include (1)
receiving an additional request from the user to hide the visual indication that the additional

uscr is a participant in the discovery service and that the additional user possesses the desired
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user attrtbute, and (2) lnding the visual indication in response to receiving the additional
TeCUCst.

In addition, a corresponding system for facilitating discovery of users who share

common charvacteristics within a social networking sysiem may include several modules stored

5  in memory. In some examples, the system may include a receiving module that receives, via a

social networking systern, a request from a user to participate in a discovery service designed

to facilitate connections between users of the social networking system who share comon

atirtbutes. The system may forther include an obtaining module that obtains, from the user,

data represcntative of at least one desired user attributce, possessed by the user, for new user

10 connections. The systemn may also inclode an identifying module that identifies, within the

social networking system, at least one additional user who is both a participant in the discovery

service and who also possesses the desired user atiribute. Additionally, the system may further

include 3 providing module that provides a visual indication to the user, when representing the

additional user within a user interface of the social networking system, that the additional aser

15 is a participant in the discovery service and that the additional user possesses the desired user

attribute. The system may further include at least one physical processor that executes the
receiving module, the obtaining module, the identifving module, and the providing module.

In some embodiments, the desired user attribute may include an indication that the user
is a participant in a dating service of the social networking system, and the additional user may

20 also be a participant in the dating service of the social networking system. In some
cembodiments, the identifying module may further identify the additional user by detenmining
that the user and the additional user have at least a threshold level of compatibility within the
dating service. In some examples, the receiving module may further receive a selection of the
additional user from the user, and the providing module may further present at least one set of

25 information associated with the dating sevvice and the additional user to the user in response o
recciving the selection of the additional user.

In some examples, the identifying module may further identify a set of mutual friends
of the user and the additional user and who can introduce the user to the additional user. The
providing moduic may further present at feast a portion of the set of mutual friends to the user.

30 In further examples, the receiving module may receive a selection of at least one mutual friend
included in the set of mutual friends from the user. In some embodiments, the system may
further include a sending module, stored in memory, that sends an introduction request to the

mutual friend. In some exarmples, the introduction request may include a request for the mutual
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friend to provide the user with an inwoduction to the additional wvser. In additional
cmbodiments, the physical processor may further execute the sending module.

In some embodiments, the receiving module may further receive an introduction of the
user to the additional sser from the mutual friend in response to the sending module sending
the introduction request to the mutual friend, and the sending module may further send the
introduction to at least one of the user or the additional user,

In some exaroples, the above-described method may be encoded as computer-readable
instroctions on a computer-readable medium. For example, a computer-readable medivm may
inchude one or more computer-cxecutable instructions that, when executed by at least one
processor of a computing system, may cause the computing system to receive, via a social
networking sysiem, a reguest from a user to participate in a discovery service designed to
facilitate connections between users of the social networking systemm who share common
attributes, and may cause the computing system to obtain, from the user, data representative of
at least one desired user attribute, possessed by the user, for new user connections.

Additionally, the computer-readable medinm may further include one or more
computer-cxecutable instructions that, when executed by the processor of the computing
systern, may cause the computing system to identify, within the social networking system, at
least one additional user who is both a participant in the discovery service and who also
possesses the desired user attribute, and may cause the computing system. In some cxamples,
the computer-readable mediom may further include one or more computer-executable
instroctions that, when exccuted by the processor of a computing system, may cause the
computing system to provide a visual indication to the user, when representing the additional
user within a user interface of the social networking system, that the additional user is a
participant in the discovery service and that the additional user possesses the desired user
attribute.

Features from any of the above-mentioned embodiments may be used in combination
with one another in accordance with the general principles described herein. These and other
cmbodiments, features, and advantages will be more fully snderstood upon reading the

following detailed description in conjunction with the accompanying drawings and claims.

BRIEY DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
The accompanying drawings illustrate a number of cxample ermbodiments and are a
part of the specification. Together with the following description, these drawings demonstrate

and explain various prineciples of the instant disclosure.
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FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example system for facilitating discovery of users who
share common characteristics within a social networking system.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an example implementation of a system for facilitating
discovery of users who share common characteristics within a social networking system.

5 FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an example method for facilitating discovery of users who
share commeon characteristics within a social networking system.

FIGS. 4-7 include interface views that illustrate various exarmples of exarmple systems
providing a visual indication, when representing a user within a user interface of a social
networking system, that the user is a participant in a discovery service and that the user

10 possesses a desired user atiribute.

FIG. 8 includes an interface view that illustrates a social media interface that presents
a dating profile associated with a participant in a dating service of a social networking system
to a user of the social networking syster.

FIGS. 9-10 include interface views that illustrate example systems presenting a set of

15 mcual friends of a user and an additional user of a social networking system who can introduce
the user o the additional user to the user.

FIG. 11 inchudes an interface view that illustrates sending an introduction request to a
mutual friend of a user and an additional aser of a social networking system and receiving an
introduction of the user to the additional user from the mutual friend.

20 Throughout the drawings, identical reference characters and descriptions indicate
similar, but not necessarily identical, elements. While the example embodiments described
hercin are susceptible to various modifications and alternative forms, specific embodiments
have been shown by way of example in the drawings and will be described in detail hercin.
However, the example embodiments described herein are not ntended to be limited to the

25  particular forms disclosed. Rather, the instant disclosure covers all modifications, equivalents,

and aliernatives falling within the scope of the appended clairos

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY EMBODIMENTS
The present disclosure is gencrally directed to systemns and methods for faciitating
discovery of users who share common characteristics within a social networking systenm. As
30 will be cxplained in greater detail below, embodiments of the instant disclosure may receive,
via a social networking system, a request from a uscr to participate in a discovery service
designed to facilitate connections between users of the social networking system who share

commosn alfributes. An embodiment may also obtain, from the user, data representative of at

6
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least one desired wser attribute, possessed by the uwser, for a new user conmection. An
cmbodiment may also identify at least one additional user who is both a participant in the
discovery service and who also possesses the desired user attribute. An embodiment may also
provide a visual indication, when representing the additional user within a user interface of the
social networking systerm, that the additional user is a participant in the discovery service and
that the additional user posscsses the desired user attribute.

For example, an embodiment may receive, from a user of a social networking system,
& request o participate i a discovery service of the social networking system that is designed
to facilitate connections between users who share common attributes. The embodiment may
also obtain, from the user, a desired user attribute that may inclade an indication that the user
is a participant in a dating service of the social networking system and that the user wishes to
discover other users of the social networking system who are also participants in the dating
service. The embodiment may then identify an additional user who is both a participant in the
discovery service and who is also a participant in the dating service. Finally, the emnbodiment
may then provide a visual indication, when representing the additional user within a content
feed interface of the social networking system, that the additional user is a participant of the
discovery service and that the additional user is also a participant of the dating service. In some
examples, the visual indication may include an interface affordance associated with a profile
picture of the additional user.

By providing such a visual indication, the systems and methods described herein may
cnable a user to readily distinguish, within various interfaces of the social networking system,
users of the social networking system who (1) are participating in the discovery service, and
(2 possess the desired user attribute. Additional embodiments may also enable the user to send
an introduction request to a mutual friend {g.g., a friend within the social networking system
that is shared by the user and the additional user), and may enable the munual friend w provide
a requested introduction. Thercfore, the systems and methods described hercin may enable
serendipitous discovery of vsers who share desired user atiributes, and may further improve
the quality and/or quantity of new connections the participant may establish with other
participants in the discovery service of the social networking systen.

Additionally, embodirents of the instant disclosure may provide for a more efficient
usage of telecommunications resources {(e.g., bandwidth} than traditional methods of making
connections within a social networking system. For cxample, the systems and methods
described herein may cnable a participant to distinguish {c.g., visually distinguish) users of a
social networking system who may be potential connections {(e.g., users who are participants

7
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in a discovery service and who possess a desired user attribute) from users who may not be
potential connections, without requiring the user to access and/or download any additional
information and/or interfaces. Thus, the participant may discover potential connections by
accessing profile information associated with recommended potential connections instead of

53 randomly browsing profile information associated with a potentially larger, less targeted group
of other participants. This may conserve bandwidth resources of the participant, the social
networking systern, and/or the dating service.

The following will provide, with reference to FIGS. 1-2 and 4-11, detailed descriptions
of systems for facilitating discovery of users who share common characteristics within a social

10 networking system. Detailed descriptions of comresponding computer-iraplemented methods
will also be provided in connection with FIG. 3.

FI1G. 1 is a block diagram of an example system 100 for facilitating discovery of users
who share comumon characteristics within a social networking system. As illustrated in this
figure, example system 100 may include one or more modules 102 for performing one or more

15  tasks. As will be explained in greater detail below, modules 102 may include a receiving
module 104 that receives, via a social networking system, a request from a user to participate
in a discovery service designed to facilitate connections between users of the social networking
system who share common attritbutes.

As further illustrated in FIG. 1, example system 100 may also include an obtaining

20 module 106 that obtains, from the user, data representative of at least one desired user attribute,
possessed by the user, for new user connections. Example system 100 may additionally include
an identifying module 108 that identifies, within the social networking system, at least one
additional user who is both a participant in the discovery service and who also possesses the
desired user attribute. Additionally, example system 100 may also include a providing module

25 110 that provides a visual indication to the user, when representing the additional user within
a user interface of the social notworking system, that the additional user is a participant in the
discovery service and that the additional user possesses the desived user attribute.

In some embodiments, example system 100 may also include a sending module 112
that sends an introduction request to a mutual friend of the user and the additional user. In some

30 examples, the introduction request may include a request for the mutual friend to provide the
user with an introduction to the additional user.

As further illustrated in FIG. 1, example system 100 may also include one or more
memory devices, such as memory 120, Memory 120 generally represents any type or form of

i

g data and/or computer-

é

volatile or non-volatile storage device or medium capable of storin

8
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readable instructions. In one example, memory 120 may stove, load, and/or maintain one or

more of modules 102. Examples of memory 120 include, without limitation, Random Access

Memory (RAM), Read Only Memory (ROM), flash memory, Hard Disk Drives (HDDs), Solid-

State Drives (SSDs), optical disk drives, caches, variations or combinations of one or more of
53 the same, or any other suitable storage memory.

As further ilustrated in FIG. 1, example system 100 may also include one or more
physical processors, such as physical processor 130. Physical processor 130 generally
represents any type or form of hardware-implemented processing unit capable of interpreting
and/or executing computer-readable instructions. In one example, physical processor 130 may

10 access and/or modify one or more of moduoles 102 stored in memory 120. Additionally or
alternatively, physical processor 130 may execute one or more of modules 102 to facilitate
facilitating discovery of users who share cornmon characteristics within a social networking
systenml. Exaraples of physical processor 130 include, without lunitation, microprocessors,
microcontrollers, central processing units (CPUs), Field-Programmable Gate Arrays (FPGAs)

15 thatimplement soficore processors, Application-Specific Integrated Circuits {(ASICs), portions
of one or more of the same, variations or combinations of one or more of the same, or any other
suitable physical processor.

As also illustrated in FIG. 1, example system 100 may also include one or more
databases, such as database 140. In at least one example, database 140 may include participant

20 data 142 that may include information assoctated with users who are participating in a
discovery service of the social networking system. Database 140 may represent portions of a

single database or computing device or a plurality of databases or computing devices. In some

e

cmbodiments, database 140 may be a logical container for data and may be implemented in
various forms {e.g., a database, a file, a data structure, etc.). Examples of database 140 may
25  include databases or database management systems such as a relational database, an operational
data store (ODS), a NoSQL database, a NewSQL database, and/or any other suitable organized
collection of data.
Example system 100 in FIG. 1 may be implemented in a variety of ways. For example,
all or a portion of example system 1080 may represent portions of an example system 200
30 (Usystem 2007) in FIG. 2. As shown in FIG. 2, systemn 200 may include user device 202 in
coramunication with discovery service server 206 (“discovery server 206”) and dating service
server 208 (“dating server 2087) via network 204. In at least one example, user device 202 may
he progranuued with one or more of modules 102, Additionally or alternatively, discovery
server 206 and/or dating server 208 may be programrmed with one or more of modules 102.
9
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In at least one emnbodiment, one or more modules 102 from FIG 1 may, when executed
by user device 202, discovery server 206, and/or dating server 208, enable user device 202,
discovery server 206, and/or dating server 208 fo perform one or more operations to facilitate
discovery of users who share common characteristics within a social networking system. For
5  example, as will be described in greater detail below, receiving module 104 may receive, via a
social networking system (e.g., social networking system 210), a request (e.g., request 212)
from a user (e.g., user 214) to participate in a discovery service designed to facilitate
connections between users of the social networking systern who share common attributes.
Additionally, obtaining module 106 may obtain, from the user, data representative of at least
10 one desired user attribute (e.g., desived user attribute 216), possessed by the user, for new user
connections. In some examples, the desired user attribute may include an indication that the

user may be a participant in a dating service of the social networking systen.
In some examples, identifying module 108 may identify, within the social networking
systent, at least one additional user (e.g., additional user 218) who is both a participant in the
15  discovery service and who also possesses the desired user attribute. In some exampies, the
additional user may also be a participant in the dating service of the social networking system.
In further examples, identifying module 108 may identify the additional user by determining
that the user and the additional user have at Icast a threshold level of compatibility {e.g..
compatibility level 220 included in dating service data 236) within the dating service. In at least
20 one exarople, identifying module 108 roay further identify the additional user by determining
that the additional user is excluded from a set of friends of the user and that the user is excluded

from a set of friends of the additional user.

In some embodiments, providing module 110 may provide a visual indication {e.g.,
visual indication 222} to the user, when representing the additional user within a user interface
25  {e.g.. social networking interface 224) of the social networking system, that the additional user
is a participant in the discovery service and that the additional user possesses the desired user
attribute. In at least one embodiment, the visual indication may include an interface affordance
{e.g., affordance 226) associated with a profile picture {e.g., profile picture 228) of the
additional user included in the user inierface of the social networking system. In some
30 embodiments, providing modale 110 may provide the visual indication to the user when
representing the additional user within the user interface of the social networking system by
providing the visual indication to the user when representing the additional user within at least

one of (1) a content feed interface of the social networking system, (2) a group interface of the

10
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soctal networking system, (3) a search interface of the social networking system, or (4) a
comment interface of the social networking system.

In at least one example, receiving module 104 may also receive a selection {e.g.,
selection 230} of the additional user from the user, and providing module 110 may further

5  present at least one set of information assoctated with the dating service and the additional user
(e.z., any information included in dating service data 236 that may be associated with the
additional user) in response to receiving the selection of the additional user. In some examples,
the set of information may include a dating profile (e.g., dating profile 232 included in dating
service data 236) of the additional user.

16 In at least one example, identifying module 108 may further identify (e.g., from user
attribute data 234 included in participant data 142} a set of mutual friends of the user and the
additional user. Providing module 110 may then present at least a portion of the set of mutual
friends to the user {e.g.. via social networking interface 224). Receiving moduie 104 may then
receive a selection of at least one mutual friend (e.g., mutual friend 238) included in the set of

15 mtual friends from the user, and sending module 112 may send an introduction request (e.g.,
introduction request 240) to the mutual friend that includes a request for the mutual friend to
provide the user with an introduction to the additional user. In some examples, recciving
module 104 may further receive an introduction {e.g., introduction 242) of the user to the
additional user from the mutual friend in response to sending module 112 sending the

20 introduction request to the mutual friend, and sending module 112 may further send the
introduction to the user and/or the additional user.

User device 202 gencrally represents any type or form of computing device capable of
reading and/or executing computer-executable instructions. In at least one embodiment, user
device 202 may accept one or more directions from discovery server 206 and/or dating server

25 208. Examples of user device 202 include, without himitation, servers, deskiops, laptops,
tablets, cellular phones, (e.g., smartphones), personal digital assistants (PDAs), multimedia
players, ernbedded systems, wearable devices (e.g., smart watches, smart glasses, etc.), gaming
consoles, combinations of one or more of the same, or any other suitable mobile computing
device.

30 Network 204 generally represents any medium or architecture capable of facilitating
communication and/or data transfer between user device 202, discovery server 206, andfor
dating server 208, Exampies of network 204 include, without limitation, an intranct, a WAN,
a LAN, a Personal Area Network (PAN), the Internet, Power Line Communications (PLC), a

cellular network (e.g., a Global System for Mobile Communications (GSM) network, a code-
11
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division multiple access ({CDMA)} network, a Long-Term Evolution (LTE} network, ete.},

universal serial bus (USB) conncctions, and the like. Network 204 may facilitate

coromunication or data transfer using wireless or wired connections. In one embodiment,

network 204 may facilitate commumnication between user device 202, discovery server 206, and
5 dating server 208,

Discovery server 206 generally represents any type or form of computing device
capable of reading and/or executing computer-executable instructions and/or hosting
executables. Examples of discovery server 206 include, without limitation, application servers,
storage servers, database servers, web servers, and/or any other suitable computing device

10 configured to run certain software applications and/or provide various application, storage,
and/or database services. In some examples, discovery server 206 may provide a discovery
service that facilitates discovery of users who share common characteristics within a social
networking system (¢.g., social networking system 210).

Like discovery server 206, dating server 208 generally represents any type or form of

15  computing device capable of reading and/or executing computer-executable instructions and/or
hosting executables. Examples of dating server 208 include, without limitation, application
servers, storage servers, database servers, web servers, and/or any other suitable computing
device configured to run certain software applications and/or provide various application,
storage, and/or database services. In some examples, dating server 208 may provide a dating

20 service within a social networking systermn (e.g., social networking system 210) that cnables
users of the social networking system to make dating connections within the social networking
systemn. In some cxamples, a “dating service” or “dating service within a social networking
system” may be any service of a social networking system that manages dating connections
and/or shares, compiles, formats, and/or broadcasts information based on dating connections.

25 In some exampies, a “dating connection” and “a connection within a dating service” may be
any social connection between at least two participants of a dating service of a social
networking system that represcnts an interest by at least one of the participants in engaging in
dating practices with the other participant or participants. In some examples, dating server 208
may include {e.g., store, maintain, provide access to, etc.) dating service data 236 associated

30 with the dating service. In some examples, dating service data 236 may include, without
limitation, compatibility level 220 and/or dating profile 232.

In at least one example, user device 202, discovery server 206, and dating server 208
may be computing devices programmed with one or more of modules 102. All or a portion of
the functionality of modules 102 may be performed by user device 202, discovery server 206,

12
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dating server 208, and/or any other suitable computing system. As will be described in greater

detail below, ong or more of modules 102 from FIG. 1 may, when executed by at least one

processor of user device 202, discovery server 206, and/or dating server 208, may cnable user

device 202, discovery server 206, and/or dating server 208 to facilitate discovery of users who
5  share common characteristics within a soctal networking system.

Social networking system 210 may include any computing device and/or devices,
software framework, and/or combination thereof usable for providing and/or hosting a service
{e.g., via the Internet). I some examples, the phrase “social networking system” may refer to
a computing platform that provides a social networking service. In some examples, a “social

10 networking service” may refer to any service andfor Internet site that manages social
connections and/or sharves, compiles, formats, and/or broadcasts information based on social
connections. In additional examples, a “fricnd” may be any social connection maintained by
the social networking system hetween two users of the social networking system.

Many other devices or subsystems may be connected o system 100 in FIG. 1 and/or

15 system 200 in FIG. 2. Conversely, all of the components and devices illustrated in FIGS. | and
2 need not be present to practice the embodiments described and/or illustrated herein. The
devices and subsysteros referenced above may also be interconnected in different ways from
those shown in FIG. 2. Systems 100 and 200 may also employ any number of software,
firmware, and/or hardware configurations. For example, one or more of the example

20 embodiments disclosed herein may be encoded as a computer program (also referred to as
computer software, software applications, computer-readable instructions, and/or computer
control logic) on a computer-readable medium.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram of an example computer-implemented method 300 for
facilitating discovery of users who share common characteristics within a social networking

25 system. The steps shown in FIG. 3 may be performed by any suitable computer-executable
code and/or computing system, including system 100 in FIG. 1, system 200 in FIG. 2, and/or
variations or combinations of one or more of the same. In one example, each of the steps shown
in FIG. 3 may represent an algorithim whose structure includes and/or is represented by multiple
sub-steps, cxamples of which will be provided in greater detail below.

30 As tHlustrated in FIG. 3, at step 310, one or more of the systems described herein may
receive, via a social networking system, a request from a user o participate in a discovery
service designed to facilitate connections between users of the social networking system who
share commeon atiributes. For example, receiving module 104 may, as part of user device 202,

g server 208 in FIG. 2, receive, via social networking system

discovery server 206, and/or datin;
13
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218, reqguest 212 from user 214 to pariicipate in a discovery service designed to facilitate
connections between users of the social networking sysiem who share common attributes.
In some cxamples, a “request” may include any information that indicates that a user
{(e.g.. user 214) of a social networking system (e.g., social networking system 210) desires to
53 participate in a discovery service designed to facilitate connections between users of the social
networking system (e.g., user 214 and additional user 218) who share common attributes. For
cxample, a request {e.g., request 212) may include an instraction for one or more of the systems
described hevetn to provide an indication to other participants of the discovery service that user
214 desires to establish connections with other participants of the discovery service. In some
10 examples, arequest (e.g., request 212) may further inclode, without lunitation, a message from
the participant to other participants of the discovery service, a set attrtbutes of the user, at least
onc desired user attribute, possessed by the user, for new user connections, and so forth.
Receiving module 104 may receive, via social networking system 210, request 212
from user 214 in any suitable way. For exarople, user 214 may submit a request o participate
15 in the discovery service via a user interface of social networking system 210 (e.g., social
networking interface 224). Receiving module 104 may then receive request 212 from the user
interface via an internal messaging service of social networking system 210 that facilitates
commuguication among various services and/or modules of social networking system 210
Returning to FIG. 3, at step 320, one or more of the systems described herein may
20 obtain, from the user, data representative of at least one desired user attribute, possessed by the
aser, for new user connections. For example, obtaining module 106 may, as part of user device
202, discovery server 206, and/or dating server 208 in FIG. 2, obtain, from user 214, desired
user attribute 2106, for new user connections.
In some examples, a “user atiribuic” may be any quality or characteristic that may be
25  associated with a vser. In some examples, & user attribute may nchide, without limitation, a
characteristic (e.g., physical, mental, intellectual, ete.), a trail, an aspect, a property, and/or a
state. For example, desired user attribute 216 may include an indication that user 214 is located
in a particular geographic arca and wishes to connect with other users in the particular
geographic area, an indication that user 214 is employed by a particular employer and wishes
30 to connect with other users who are also employed by the particular employer, an indication
that user 214 is a participant of a dating service of social networking systera 210 and wishes to
connect with other users who are also participants of the dating service, and so forth.
Obtaining module 106 may obtain desired user atiribute 216 from user 214 in any
suitable way. For example, user 214 may submit desired user attribute 216 via a user interface
14
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of social networking system 210 (2.g., social networking interface 224). Obtaining module 106
may then obtain desired user attribute 216 from the user interface via an internal messaging
service of social networking systera 210 that facilitates communication among various
services, modules, and/or users of social networking systermn 210, As noted above, in some
5 examples, desired user attribute 216 may be included with (e.g., incorporated as part of,
communicated to obtaining module 106 conterporancously with, ctc.) request 212,
Returning to FIG. 2, at step 230, one or more of the systems deseribed berein may
identify, within the social networking system, at least one additional user who is both a
participant in the discovery service and who also possesses the desired user attribute. For
10 example, identifying module 108 may, as part of user device 202, discovery server 206, and/or
dating server 208 in FIG. 2, identify, within social networking system 210, additional user 218
who is both a participant in the discovery service and who also possesses desired user attribuie
216.
Identifying module 108 may identify additional user 218 who is both a participant in
15 the discovery service and who aiso possesses desired user attribute 216 in a variety of contexts.
For exarople, identifying module 108 may identify additional user 218 by accessing user
attribute data 234 included in participant data 142 stored in database 140. Identifying module
108 may then determine that additional user 218 is a participant of the discovery service and
that additional user 218 possesses the desired user attribute based on user attribute data 234.
20 Identifving moodule 108 may then identify additional user 218 based on that determination.
For example, user 214 may be a participant in the discovery service, and may be
geographically located in Palo Alto, California. Desired user atiribute 216 may indicate that
user 214 desives to connect with other users who are also located in Palo Alto, California. User
attribute data 234 may indicate that additional user 218 is also a participant in the discovery
25  service and that additional user 218 is geographically located in Palo Alto, California.
Identifying moodule 108 may access participant data 142, determine that additional user 218 is
both a participant of the discovery service and that additional user 218 possesses the desired
aser attribute of being geographically located in Palo Alto, California based on user attribute
data 234, and identify additional user 218 based on that determination.
30 As mentioned above, in some exarmples, desired user attribute 216 may include an
indication that user 214 is a participant n a dating service of social networking system 210,
and additional user 218 may also be a participant in the dating service of social networking

system 210, In such examples, identifving module 108 may identify additional user 218 by
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determining that user 2i4 and additional user 218 have at least a threshold level of
compatibility within the dating service.

In some examples, a “level of compatibility” and/or “compatibility level” may include
any metric that may indicate a degree to which two participants of a dating service may be

5  romantically compatible with each other. A level of compatibility may be determined based on
any suitable criteria including, without lmitation, common attributes (e.g., income,
sociogconommic status, religious views, etc.) of user 214 and additional user 218, previous dating
experiences of user 214 and/or additional user 218, previous relationships of user 214 and/or
additional user 218, and so forth.

16 For example, a threshold level of compatibility may be 10 compatibility points. User
214 and additional user 218 may both be participants of the dating service and may share a
particular attribute that may correlate with romantic compatibility, such as a set of common
religious views. Based on user 214 and additional user 218 sharing this coromon atiribute, the
dating service may assign user 214 and additional user 218 a compatibility level 220 of 10

15  compatibility points, and may store compatibility level 220 as part of dating service data 236.
In this example, identifying module 108 may identify additional user 218 by accessing
compatibility level 220 included in dating service data 236, and determining that compatibility
level 220. at 10 compatibility points. meets or exceeds the threshold level of compatibility of
160 compatibility points. Therefore, identifying module 108 may identify additional user 218

20 by determining that user 214 and additional user 218 have at least the threshold level of
compatibility within the dating service.

In some contexts, identifying module 108 may identify the additional user {(e.g.,
additional user 218) by deterraining that the additional user is excluded from a set of friends of
the user {e.g., user 214) and/or that the user (e.g., user 214) i3 excluded from a set of friends of

25  the addinonal user. In at least this way, the systems and methods described herein may limit
identifving module 108 to identifying (c.g., as potential connections) to users who arc not
already friends of user 214 and/or who ave not already friends with user 214. Thus, the systems
and methods described herein may present 2 visual indication, when representing additional
uscr 218 user within a user interface of the social networking system, that additional user 218

30 is aparticipant in the discovery service and that additional user 218 possesses the desired user
attribute when additional user 218 may not already be a friend of user 214 and/or user 214 may
not alrcady be a friend of additional user 218.

In some circumstances, a user of a discovery service may wish to Hmit the scope, level,
and/or quantity of his or her participation in the discovery service, and/or may wish to “opt in

16
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0”7 or “opt out of " of particular discovery experiences facilitated by the systems and methods
described hercin. For at least this reason, in at least one ermnbodiment, one or more of the systems
described herein (e.g., receiving module 104) may receive, from an additional user {c.g.,
additional user 218), permission to indicate to users of the social networking system who are

53  participants in the discovery service and who also possess the desired user ativibute that the
additional user is also a participant in the discovery service and that the additional user also
possesses the desired user attribute. In such examples, identifying module 108 may identify the
additional user hased on the permission received from the additional user.

One or more of modules 102 (e.g., receiving module 104, obtaining moduic 100, etc.}

10 wmay receive such permission from additional user 218 in a variety of contexts. For example,
one or more modules 102 (e.g., providing module 110) may provide a user interface of social
networking system 210 to additional user 218 that may enable additional user 218 to select a
set of uscr atiributes that he or she wishes to be identifiable as possessing. Additional user 218
may use the provided user interface to send data {e.g., via network 204 and/or a suitable internal

15  messaging system of social networking system 210) indicating that he or she grants permission
for one or more of the systems described herein to indicate that he or she possesses the selected
user attributes to other users. One or more of modules 102 (e.g., receiving module 104) may
receive the data indicating the granted permission, and may store the permission as part of user
attribute data 234, Identifying module 108 may therefore, upon accessing and/or analyzing user

20 atwibote data 234 in any of the ways described herein, identify additional user 218 based on
the permission received from additional user 218.

To illustrate, additional user 218 may be a participant in the discovery service and may
be an employee of Company A. Additional user 218 may also want to make new connections
with other employees of Company A, so additional user 218 may grant, via a suitable user

25 interface, and one or more of the systems described herein may receive {e.g., via receiving
module 104), permission for one or more of the systems described herein to indicate to users
of the social networking systern who are participants in the discovery service and who are also
employees of Company A that additional user 218 is also an employee of Company A.
Identifying module 108 may then identify additional user 218 based on this permission received

30 from additional user 218.

As another illustration, additional user 218 may be a participant in the discovery service
and may be geographically located in Palo Alto, Calitormia. However, additional user 218 may
not want to make new connections with other users in Palo Alto, California, and/or may not
wish to share with other participants in the discovery service that he or she may be

1
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geographically located in Palo Alto, California. Therefore, additional user 218 may indicate,
via a suitable user intcrface, that he or she does not grant permission for one or more of the
systems described hercin to indicate to users of the social networking system who are
participants in the discovery service and who are also geographically located in Palo Alto,
5  California that additional user 218 is also geographically located in Palo Alto, California. Thus,
when user 214 indicates that he or she wishes to discover other users focated in Palo Alto,
California, embodiments of the systems described herein (e.g., identifying module 108,
providing module 110, etc.) may not identify additional user 218 and/or may not provide a
visual indication that additional user 218 possesses the desired user attribute of being

10 geographically located in Palo Alto, California.

Returning to FIG. 3, at step 340, one or more of the systems described herein may
provide a visual indication to a user, when representing an additional user within a user
interface of a social networking systern, that the additional user is a participant in a discovery
service and that the additional user posscsses a desived user atiribute. For example, providing

15  module 110 may, as part of user device 202, discovery server 206, and/or dating server 208 in
FiG. 2, provide visual indication 222 10 user 214 that visually indicates, when representing
additional user 218 within social petworking interface 224, that additional uvser 218 s a
participant in the discovery service and that additional user 218 possesses desired user atiribute
216.

20 Providing module 110 may provide visual indication 222 to user 214 in a variety of
contexts. For example, as will be described and illuswrated in greater detail below in reference
to FIGS. 4-7, providing module 110 may provide visual indication 222 to user 214 when
representing additional user 218 within at least one of (1) a content feed interface of social
networking system 214, (2) a group interface of social networking system, {3) a search interface

25 of the social networking system, or (4) a comment interface of the social networking system.
In at fcast some cxamples, visual indication 222 may include an interface affordance (e.g.,
affordance 226) associated with a profile picture of the additional user inchided in the user
interface of the social networking system.

In some examples, an “interface affordance” may include any interface clement that

30 indicates a quality or utility of an associated interface ohject to a user of the interface (e.g., user
2143, For example, as a user of a social networking system (c.g., user 214) interacts with an
interface of the social networking system (e.g., social networking interface 224), the interface
may present an interface affordance that may be associated with a profile picture of an
additional user of the social networking systern (e.g., additional user 218). In such exarples,

18
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the interface affordance may indicate to the user that, if the user interacts with the interface
affordance, that the user may access a specific set of data associated with the additional user,
such as a specialized profile, a set of images, an additional profile picture, a connection
interface, and so forth.

5 By way of tllustration, FIGS. 4-7 show interface views that illustrate various examples
of an example system (e.g., system 200 in FIG. 2) providing a visual indication (¢.g., visual
indication 222), when representing an additional user (e.g., additional user 218) within an
interface (e.g., social networking interface 224} of a social networking system {e.g., social
networking system 21, that the additional user is a participant in a discovery service and that

10 the additional user possesses a desired user attribute {(e.g., desived user attribute 216). In these
examples, the desired user attribute {e.g., desived user attribute 216) may include an indication
that the user is a participant in a dating service of the social networking system, and/or that the
uscr and the additional user have at least a threshold level of compatibility within the dating
service.

15 FIG. 4 shows an example interface view 400 that includes a content feed 402 of social
networking system 210 that social networking system 210 may generate and show to user 214,
Content feed 402 may include one or roore news stories, media items, postings, and so forth
that friends of user 214 have shared via social networking system 210. Content feed 402 may
include a posting 404, which may be a news story shared within social networking system 210

20 by user Elsie Walker. Posting 404 includes a profile picture 406 of user Elsie Walker.

Interface view 400 further includes affordance 408 surrounding and/or visually
associated with profile picture 406. Affordance 408 may be any interface affordance associated
with a representation of a user of the social networking system (e.g., a profile picture, such as
profile picture 228 in FIG. 2) that indicates to a user of interface view 400 (e.g., user 214) that

25  the represented user is participating in both a discovery service of social networking system
210 and a dating service of social networking system 210, In interface view 400, affordance
408 includes a defined ring surrounding profile picture 406, as well as a heart-shaped icon
associated with profile picture 406. Hence, as shown, affordance 408 may indicate that user
Elsie Walker is participating in both a discovery service of social networking system 210 and

30 a dating service of the social networking system. Additionally, in some examples, affordance
408 may indicate that the user to whom interface view 400 is presented (e.g., user 214} and
user Elsic Walker may have at least a threshold level of compatibility within the dating service.
Therefore, by viewing interface view 400, user 214 may readily identify user Elsic Walker as
a potential connection {¢.g., a potential dating connection).
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Conversely, interface view 400 further includes posting 410, which may be a posting

{e.g., a ncws story, a media item, a status update, eic.) posted by another user of the social
networking system who is not participating in the discovery service and/or the dating scrvice.
Hence, profile picture 412, associated with the user who posted posting 410, does not include

5 an affordance (e.g., an affordance similar to affordance 408) that indicates that the user is
participating in the discovery service and the dating service. Alternatively, the absence of an
affordance associated with profile picture 412 may indicate that, although the user who posted
posting 410 may be participating in the discovery service and the dating service, a compatibility
level (e.g., compatibility level 220) of user 214 and the user who posted posting 410 may not

10 meet a threshold level of compatibility. Thus, by viewing interface 400, user 214 may readily
distinguish user Elsic Walker, who may be a potential connection for user 214, from the author
of posting 416, who may not wish to connect with user 214 and/or may not share a desired user
attribute with user 214.

Interface view 400 further inchides a partially displayed posting 414 and additional

15  elements 416 that may include navigational and/or search elements that may be part of social
networking interface 224 and/or a discovery service of social networking system 210,

While interface view 400 shows a content feed interface of the social networking
system, providing module 110 may apply visual indicators similar to affordance 408 to
representations of users within any other interface of the social networking system that may

20 show representations of users of the social networking system to uwser 214, For example,
providing module 110 may apply visual indicators similar to affordance 408 to representations
of users in a group inicrface (e.g., representations of group members who are participating in
the discovery service and who have the desired user attribute may include visual indicators like
affordance 408), search results (e.g., representations of users who appear in search results

25 presented to user 214 who are also participating in the discovery service and who also possess
the desired user attribute, may inchude visual indicators like affordance 408), comment
threading interfaces (e.g., representations of users who create and/or submit a particular
comment who are also participating in the discovery service and who possess the desived user
atiribute may include visual indicators like affordance 408), and so forth.

30 By way of exaraple, FIG. 5 shows an example interface view 500. As shown, interface
view 500 includes a group interface of social networking systern 210 that shows members of a
group that social networking system 210 may facilitate. Group title 502 indicates a title of the
group (e.g., “Dog Lovers Group™), and list 504 indicaies at least a portion of a list of the
members included in the group (e.g., users of social networking system 210 who have joined

20
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and/or been admitted to the group). List 504 includes a plurality of records 506 (e.g.. records
506-1 through 506-4) associated with members of the group. Each member of the group may
be a user of social networking system 210, and each record 506 may be associated with a
different member of the group.

5 As shown, each record 506 includes a profile pictare 508 (e.g., profile pictres 508-1
through 308-4) that may be associated with a user associated with the respective record 506.
Additionally, profile picture S08-2, included in record 506-2, is surrounded by and/or visually
associated with an affordance 5310. Like affordance 408, affordance 510 may visually indicate
that the user associated with record 506-2 is both (1) a participant in a discovery service of

10 social networking system 210, and (2) in possession of a desired user attribute of being a
participant in a dating sevvice of social networking system 210. Thus, record 506-2 may be
visually distinct from record 506-1, record 506-3, and record 506-4 due to the inclusion of
affordance 510. A user who views interface view 500 (e.g., user 214} may thercfore readily
identify the user associated with record 506-2 as a potential connection.

15 As another example, FIG. 6 shows an interface view 600. As shown, interface view 600
includes a scarch interface 602 of social networking system 210. Scarch interface 602 includes
a switchable indicator 604 that indicates that search interface 602 is configured to search for
people {e.g., “People” is highlighted), but may also be configured to search for posts or photos
(e.g., by user 214 selecting either “Post”™ or “Photos™).

20 Search interface 602 also includes a plurality of search results 606 {e.g., search results
606-1 through 606-6). Each search result 606 may be associated with a user of social
networking system 210 who mects at least part of the criteria of a search. Each scarch result
may include a profile picture 608 (e.g., a comresponding one of profile pictures 608-1 through
6408-6) associated with a respective user.

23 Addinonally, some of profile pictures 608 (e.g., profile picture 608-2, profile picture
608-3, and profile picture 608-5) are surrounded by and/or visually associated with at least one
of affordances 610 {e.g., at least one of affordance 610-1 through 610-3). Like affordance 510,
affordances 61{ may visually indicate that users associated with search result 606-2, search
result 606-3, and/or search result 606-5 are both (1) participants in a discovery service of social

30 wnetworking system 210, and (2) are in possession of a desired user attribute (c.g., are
participants of a dating service of social networking system 210). Thus, due to the inclusion of
onc of affordances 610, scarch results 606-2, 606-3, and/or 606-3 may be visually distinct from

search results 606-1, 606-4, and/or 606-6. A user who views mnterface view 600 (c.g., uscr 214)
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may therefore readily identify the users associated with search results 606-2, 606-3 and/or 606-
5 as potential connections.

As an additional example, FEG. 7 shows an interface view 700 that includes a comment
interface 702 of social networking system 210. Comment interface 702 may include a posting
704 by a user Elsie Walker. As with posting 404 shown in FIG. 4, posting 704 may be a news
story shared within social networking system 210 by user Elsie Walker. Posting 704 includes
a profile picture 706 of user Elsie Walker. As with posting 404 in FIG. 4, posting 704 also
includes an affordance 708 that may indicate that user Elsie Walker is a participant of both a
discovery service of social networking system 210 and a dating service of the social networking
system.

Comment interface 702 may additionally include at least one comment 710 (e.g.,
commenis 710-1 through 710-6) that may represent comments to posting 704 that may have
been made by users of social networking system 210. Each comment 710 includes a profile
pictre 712 {e.g., profile pictures 712-1 through 712-2) that may be associated with a user
associated with the comment 710. For example, profile picture 712-1 may be associated with
a user who submitted comment 710-1, profile picture 712-2 may he associated with a user who
submitted comoment 710-2, and so forth.

Comment interface 702 may also include at least one affordance 714 that, like
affordance 708, may indicate that a user associated with comment 710-2 and/or profile picture
712-2 may also be a participant of both a discovery service of social networking system 210
and a dating service of the social networking system. Thus, due to the inclusion of affordance
714, comment 710-2 may be visually distinct from other comments 710 included in comment
interface 702 (e.g., comments 710-1 and/or comments 710-3 through 710-3). A user who views
interface view 700 {(e.g., aser 214) may therefore readily identify a user associated with
comment 710-2 as a potential connection.

By providing a visual indication (e.g., an interface affordance associated with a profile
pictire} that a user {1) is a participant in a discovery service of a social networking systern and
{23 possesses a desired user atwibute when representing the user within a user interface of the
social networking system, a uscr viewing the user interface may rcadily identify users who may
want to make new connections and who share attributes with the user. This may enable users
to serendipitously discover potential new connections as they interact with various user
interfaces of the social networking system.

Additionally, in some embodiments, one or more of the systems described herein may
(1) receive a selection of an additional user from the user, and (2) present at least one set of
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information associated with the dating service and the additional user to the user in response o
receiving the selection of the additional user. For example, receiving module 104, as part of
user device 202, discovery server 206, and/or dating server 208 in FIG. 2, may receive selection
230, which may indicate a selection of additional user 218, from user 214. Continuing with this
example, providing module 110 may then present at least a portion of dating service data 236
associated with additional user 218 to user 214 in response to receiving selection 230. In some
cxamples, the set of information (e.g., the portion of dating service data 236) may include a
dating profile of the additional user (e.g., dating protile 232).

In some cxamples, a “dating profile” may include any suitable information that a
participant in the dating service of the social network (e.g., additional user 218) may wish to
share with other participants in the dating service, but wishes to keep private from vsers of the
social networking system who arc not participating in the dating service. For example, dating
profile 232 may include, without limitation, an image of additional user 218, a text description
of additional user 218, a set of interests of additional user 218, a relationship status of additional
aser 218, a geographic location associated with additional user 218, a set of physical attributes
of additional user 218, and so forth.

Receiving module 104 may receive selection 230 in any suitable way. For example,
using user interface 400 as an illusiration, user 214 may interact with (e.g., tap on, click on,
select, etc.) affordance 408 and/or any other interface eclement associated with the user
associated with affordance 408 (e.g., a profile picture, a posting, a printed name, etc.). Such an
interaction may cause receiving module 104 o receive information representative of the
selection (2.g., the selection of user Elsic Walker) as selection 230.

Providing module 110 may, in response {0 receiving module 104 receiving selection
230, present at least one set of information associated with the dating service and the additional
user {e.g., dating service data 236 associated with additional user 218) to user 214 in a variety
of contexts. For example, one or more of modules 102 (e.g., identifying module 108, providing
module 110, etc.) may cause {e.g., direct, instruct, order, etc.) user device 202 to present the
set of information to user 214 via a suitable interface view of social networking mterface 224,

By way of illustration, FIG. & shows an interface view 800 that shows a version of
social networking interface 224 that includes a dating profile of additional user 218, As shown,
interface view 400 includes a profile view 802 that may show at least a portion of dating profile
232 of additional user 218 (2.g., user Elsie Walker). Profile view 802 may include an indicator
804 that may indicate that profile view 802 shows a dating profile of additional user 218, rather
than a social networking systern profile of additional user 218.
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Profile view 802 may include a profile image 8§06, which may be an image inciuded in
dating profile 232 and selected by additional user 218 to represent additional user 218 within
a dating service of social networking systemn 210, Likewise, profile view 802 may include
profile description 808, which may, at least in part, be a description of additional user 218

5  included in dating profile 232. Profile description 808 may be created by additional user 218,
Additionally, profile description 808 may be at least partially generated by a dating service.
Profile description 808 may include any suitable redia including, without limitation, a textual
message from additional user 218 to other participants in the dating service, a listing of interests
of additional user 218, a set of attributes of additional user 218 (e.g.. physical attributes,

10 geographic location, sexual orientation, sexual identity, religious views, etc.), a sct of attributes
that additional user 218 desives in potential dating connections, a media content item {(e.g.,
video, audio, image, text, etc.) associated with and/or selected by additional user 218, and so
forth.

Interface view 800 may also include a connect control §10. Connect control 810 may

15 be an interface element that a user {¢.g., vser 214) may interact with {(e.g., select, tap on, click
on, etc.) in order to connect with additional user 218 (e.g., send a message to additional user
218 requesting a connection). Interface view 800 further includes a next profile control §12.
User 214 may select next profile control 812 and, in response, one or more modules 102 (e.g.,
identifving module 108, providing module 118, etc.} may identify a new representation (e.g.,

20 dating profile) of another participant in the dating service of the social networking system, and
may present the new representation to user 214 via interface view 800 {e.g., in replacement of
profile view 802). Additionally, interface view 800 further includes an introduction request
control 814, As will be described in greater detail below, in response to user 214 selecting
introduction request conirol 814, one or more of the systems described herein may enable user

25 214 to request an introduction to additional user 218 from a mutual friend of user 214 and
additional user 218.

In some circumstances, user 214 may wish for a mutual friend of user 214 and
additional user 218 to introduce user 214 to additional user 218. Such an introduction may help
to smooth the process of user 214 establishing a connection with additional user 218. Therefore,

30 one or more of the systems described herein may identify a set of nutual friends of the user
and the additional user and who can introduce the user to the additional user, and may present
at least a portion of the set of mutual friends to the user. For example, identifying module 108
may, as part of user device 202, discovery server 206, and/or dating server 208 in FIG. 2,
identify a set of mutual friends of user 214 and additional user 218 and who can introduce user

24
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214 to addiuonal user 21 8. Furthermore, providing module 110 may, as part of user device 202,
discovery server 206, and/or dating server 208 in FIG. 2, present at least a portion of the set of
mutual friends to the user.
Identifying module 108 may idenafy a set of mutual friends of user 214 and additional
5 user 218 in a variety of contexts. For example, user attribute data 234 may include a set of
friends of user 214 and a set of friends of additional user 218. Identifying module 108 may
access user attribute data 234 and analyze the set of friends of user 214 and the set of friends
of additional user 218 to identify one or more mutual friends of user 214 and additional user
218.

16 Additionally, providing module 110 may present at least a portion of the identified set
of mutual friends to user 214 via a suitable user interface. By way of illustration, FIG. §
includes an interface view 900 that illustrates presenting at least a portion of a set of mutual
friends of user 214 and additional user 218 who can introduce uscr 214 to additional user 218
to user 214. As shown, interface view 900 includes profile view 802, along with a mutual {riend

15 notification 902. Mutual friend notification 902 may include any information that may notify
a viewer of interface view 900 (e.g., user 214) that he or she shares at least one mutual friend
with additional user 218, and that at least one of those muutual friends may be able to provide
user 214 with an introduction to additional user 218. For example, mutaal friend notification
9072 indicates that a mutual friend Lindsay Craig and two other mutual friends can introduce

20 user 214 to additional user 218 (e.g., Hlsie Walker). In some examples, one or more modules
102 {e.g., identifying module 108, providing module 110, etc.) may present interface view 900
to user 214 (e.g., via social networking interface 224) in response o user 214 sclecting
introduction request control 814 shown in FIG. 8.

As an additional example, FIG. 10 includes an interface view 1000 that also illustrates

25  presenting a set of mutval friends of user 214 and additional user 218 who can introduce user
214 to additional user 218 to user 214, In some examples, one or more modules 102 (e.g.,
identifving module 108, providing module 110, etc.) may present interface view 1000 to user
214 {e.g., via social networking interface 224) in response to user 214 selecting introduction
request control 814 shown in FIG. 8.

30 fnterface view 1000 includes an introduction form 1002 that includes three mutual
friend records 1004 {(e.g., mutual friend record 1004-1 through mutual {riend record 1004-3).
Each mutual friend record 1004 may correspond to an identitied mutual friend of user 214 and
additional user 218. Each mutual friend record 1004 may include a corresponding selection
interface (c.g., a button, a check box, a radio button, ete.) that user 214 may wteract with to

25
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indicate a selection of the user associated with mutoal friend record. For example, interface

view 1000 includes a check box 1006 that includes a check mark. This may indicate that user

214 has selected mutual friend record 1004-1, and may intend to ask the user associated with

mutual friend record 1004-1 for an introduction to additional user 218, User 214 may submit
5  such a request by selecting introduction request control 1008.

In at least some cxamples, one or more of the systems described herein may (1) receive
a selection of at least one mutual friend incladed in the set of mutoal friends from the user, and
may {2} send an introduction request to the motual fnend that includes a request for the mutual
friend to provide the user with an introduction to the additional user. For example, receiving

10 module 104 may, as part of user device 202, discovery server 206, and/or dating server 208 in
FIG. 2, veceive a selection of mutual friend 238 from user 214, and sending module 112 may
send introduction request 240 to mutual friend 238 that includes a request for mutual friend
238 to provide user 214 with an introduction to additional user 218.

In some examples, a “moutual friend” (e.g., mutaal friend 238) may be any user of social

15 networking system 210 who is part of a friend relationship with a user {e.g., user 214} and an
additional user (e.g., additional user 218} within a2 social networking systern {(¢.g., social
networking systern 210). In some examples, an “introduction request” may include any data
representative of a request from a user {e.g., user 214) for a mutual friend (e.g., mutual friend
238} of the user and an additional user (e.g., additional user 218) to provide an introduction of

20 the user to the additional user. In some examples, an “introduction” may include any data
associated with a user (e.g., user 214} that may facilitate the user establishing a connection with
an additional user {e.g., additional user 218) including, without limitation, a message from a
mutual friend introducing the additional user to the user, at Ieast a portion of a profile (e.g.. a
social networking service profile, a dating service profile, etc.) of the user, a profile picture of

25  the user, a message from the user to the additional user, and so forth.

Receiving module 104 may receive a selection of mutual friend 238 from user 214 in
any suitable way. For example, returning to FiG. 10, user 214 may select a mnutual friend
associated with mutual friend record 1004-1 by selecting check box 1006. User 214 may then
ask for an introduction to additional user 218 (e.g., Elise Walker) from the mutual friend

30 associated with mutual friend record 1004-1 by interacting with (e.g., selecting, tapping on,
clicking on, etc.) introduction request control 1008, This may cause receiving module 104 to
recetve a selection of a mutual friend associated with mutual friend record 1004-1, which may

be mutual friend 238K,
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Additionally, sending moduie 112 may send introduction request 240 to mutual friend
238 in any suitable way. For example, sending module 112 may send introduction request 240
to routual friend 238 via an internal messaging service of social networking system 210 that
facilitates communication among various services, modules, and/or users of social networking

53 system 210. As another example, sending module 112 may send introduction request 240 to
mutual friend 238 via an Internet-based clectronic mail system.

In at least some ernbodiments, one or more of the systerns described hevein may (1)
receive an introduction of the user to the additional user from the mutual friend in response to
sending the introduction request to the mutual friend, and may (2) send the introduction to at

10 least one of the user or the additional user. For example, receiving module 104 may, as part of
user device 202, discovery server 206, and/or dating server 208 in FIG. 2, receive introduction
242 that introduces user 214 to additional user 218 from mutual friend 238 in response to
sending module 112 sending introduction request 240 to mutual friend 238, As an additional
cxample, sending module 112 may, as part of user device 202, discovery server 206, andfor

15 dating server 208 in FIG. 2, send introduction 242 to user 214 and/or additional user 2138,

Receiving module 104 and/or sending module 112 may perform these functions in a
variety of contexts. By way of dllustration, FIG. 11 includes interface view 1100 that illustrates
a user interface of a social networking system (e.g., social networking system 210) that may
facilitate receiving module 104 receiving an introduction of the user to the additional user (e.g.,

20 introduction 242) from a mutoal friend {c.g., muteal friend 238). As shown, interface view
1100 includes an introduction interface 1102. Inwroduction interface 1102 may indicate to a
viewer of interface view 1100 (e.g., mutval friend 238) that user 214 {c.g., user Adam
Armstrong) has requested an introduction to additional user 218 (c.g., user Elsie Walker).
Introduction interface 1102 further includes an inwoduction control 1104, Mutual friend 238

25 may interact with (e.g., select, tap on, click on, etc.) introdoction control 1104, which may
cause sending module 112 to send introduction 242 to user 214 (c.g., Adam Armstrong) and/or
additional user 218 (e.g., Elsic Walker) in any of the ways described hercin (e.g., via an internal
messaging service of social networking system 210, via an Interpet-based clectronic mail
systern, ¢ic. .

30 In some circamstances, such as to reduce a cognitive burden of a particular user
interface view (e.g., one or more of interface views 400 through 700), a user {e.g., user 214)
may desire to hide a provided visual indication that an additional user is a participant in the
discovery service and that the additional user possesses the desired attribute. Therefore, in some

cmbodiments, one or more of the systems described herein may (1) receive an additional

Y d
I
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request from the user to hide the visual indication that the additional user is a participant i the
discovery service and that the additional user possesses the desired user attribute, and may (2)
hide the visual indication in response to roceiving the additional request. For example,
receiving module 104 may, as part of user device 202, discovery server 206, and/or dating

5 server 208 in FIG. 2, receive an additional request from user 214 to hide visual indication 222,
and providing module 110 may, as part of user device 202, discovery server 206, and/or dating
server 208 in FIG. 2, hide visual indication 222 in response to receiving module 104 veceiving
the additional request.

Recetving module 104 may receive the additional request to hide visual indication 222

10 in any suitable way. For example, social networking system 210 may provide, as part of a
discovery service, a configuration interface that enables user 214 to submit the additional
request to hide visual indication 222. Receiving module 104 may then receive the additional
request from user 214 via the provided configuration interface and/or a suitable internal
messaging service of social networking systern 210 that facilitates cornmunication among

15 warious services and/or modules of social networking system 210.

Providing module 110 may hide visual indication 222 in response to receiving module
104 receiving the additional request in a variety of ways. For example, providing module 110
may remove visual indication 222 from social networking interface 224 and/or any of interface
views 400 through 700. Alternatively, providing module 110 may adjust a visual appearance

20 (e.g., a color scherne, a line style, a position, a transparency, a layer, etc.} of visual indication
222 such that visual indication 222 is no longer visually perceptible by user 214 via social
networking interface 224.

Additional or alternative embodiments of the systems and methods described herein
may incorporate additional or alternative operations that may similarly facilitate discovery of

25 users who share common characteristics within a soctal networking system. For example, one
or wore of modules 102 (e.g., receiving module 104, obtaining module 106, identifying module
108, etc.) may provide one or more features of a group-based dating service. For example, one
or more of modules 102 may enable a user to to unlock, via an interface, one or more dating
services associated with various social networking communities (e.g., groups, events, ete.) of

30 which they are already roernbers.

To illustrate, if a user i3 a member of an “I Love Corgis” group and wishes to see if
there are members within this group that are interested in making dating connections with other
members of the group, then one or more of modules 102 may cnable the user to opt-in to a
dating service associated with the group (e.g., a dating service provided by dating server 208).
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This may cnable the user to view dating profiles of other members of the group that have also
opted in to participate in the dating service associated with the group.

Similarly, f a user recently attended 3 friend’s birthday party and met someone that
they were interested in making a dating connection with, one or more of modules 102 may

5 enable the user to opt-in to a dating service associated with the event (e.g., a dating service
provided by dating server 208). This may enable the user to see if the person of interest has
also opted in to the dating service associated with the event and is also interested in making
dating connections with other users who attended the friend’s birthday party.

In some embodiments, one or more of modules 102 may enable group administrators

10 to enable, disable, lock, or unlock dating features or services for their group {e.g., an event
planner for a funeral may disable a group-based dating service for an event associated with the
funeral, while a wedding planner may cnable a group-based dating service for an event
associated with the wedding). In some exarmples, one or more of modules 102 may filter dating
profiles based on a variety of criteria, such as sexual orientation, religion, likelihood of a good

15 match with the user, and so forth. In additional or alternative examples, access to the dating
service may be time-limited (¢.g., limited to one weck following an event).

Additionally, in some embodiments, one or more of modules 102 may enable and/or
disable one or move features associated with a group and/or a group-based dating service in
order to facilitate user privacy and/or security when a user participates in group-based dating

20 service associated with the group. For example, one or more of modules 102 may enable, limit,
and/or disable a messaging service associated with a group and/or a group-based dating service
associated with the group based on one or more criteria. Thus, a messaging service associated
with a group and/or a group-bascd dating scrvice may be tailored and/or limited to enhance
user safety and/or privacy {(e.g., messaging between two or more group members may be

25 limited to text only until certain criteria are met {0 avoid offensive images, spam solicitations,
etc. ).

As discussed throughout the instant disclosure, the disclosed systems and methods may
provide one or more advantages over traditional options for discovering users who share
commeon characteristics within a social networking system. For cxample, by visually

30 distinguishing participants in a discovery service of a social networking system who possess
desired user attributes from other users of the social networking system, an embodiment of the
systems and methods described herein may enablie a user o readily identify other users who
are both interested in connecting with other users and who possess cormen atirtbutes with the
user, such as a shared geographic location, a shared intevest, a shared participation in a dating
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service of the social networking system, and so forth. Furthermore, by providing such a visual
distinction within various inferfaces of the social networking system (e.g., a content feed
interface, a group interface, a scarch interface, a comment interface, etc.) embodiments of the
instant disclosure may enable a vser to serendipitously discover potential connections {g.g.,
53 other users of the social networking system who are also participating in the discovery service
and who share a common attribute with the user) while interacting with the various interfaces

of the social networking system.
Additionally, some embodiments of the disclosed systems and methods may further

facilitate establishing new connections between users by enabling a user who discovers an

o

10 additional user who may be a good potential connection (e.g., an additional user who shares a

common characteristic with the user) to request an introduction {o the additional user from a

an

mutual friend of the user and the additional user. Such an introduction may help to smooth the

process of establishing a connection between the user and the additional user by leveraging an

cxisting level of trust between the user and the mutial friend, as well as an additional existing
15 level of trust between the mutual friend and the additional user.

Furthermore, some cmbodiments of the systems and methods described herein may
facilitate a user making dating connections within a dating service of a social networking
system by visually indicating users who are participating in the discovery service and who are
also participating in the dating scrvice {(c.g., users who are participating in the discovery service

20 and who share a common attribute with the user of participating in the dating service). In some
cxamples, a common attribute the user and a potential connecton {e.g., an additional user who
is participating in the discovery service) may share may be a level of compatibility greater than
a predetermined threshold level of compatibility within the dating service. Embodiments of the
systems and methods described herein may therefore facihitate discovery by the aser of other

25 users with whom the user may share at least the predetermined threshold level of compatibility,
and may therefore enable the user to make high-quality, lasting connections {e.g., dating
connections) with other participants of dating service.

As detatled above, the computing devices and systems described and/or illustrated
herein broadly represent any type or form of computing device or system capable of executing

30 computer-readable instructions, such as those contained within the modules described herein.
In their most basic configuration, these computing device(s) may cach include at least one
memory device and at least one physical processor.

Although illustrated as separate elements, the modules described andfor iHusirated
herein may represent portions of a single module or application. In addition, in certain
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cembodiments one or more of these modules may represent one or more software applications
or programs that, when executed by a computing device, may cause the computing device {o
perform one or more tasks. For example, one or more of the modules described and/or
illustrated herein may represent modules stored and configured to run on one or more of the

5 computing devices or systerns described and/or illustrated herein. One or more of these
modules may also represent all or portions of one or more special-purpose computers
configured to perform one or more tasks.

In addidon, one or more of the modules described herein may transform data, physical
devices, and/or representations of physical devices from one form to another. For example, one

10 or more of the modules recited herein may receive data associated with a participant in a
discovery service of a social networking system to be wransformed, obtain data representative
of at least one desired user attribute, transform the data associated with the participant and/or
the data representative of the desired user attribute, output a result of the transformation to
identify an additional user of the social networking system who is both a participant in the

15 discovery service and who also possesses the desired user attribute, use the result of the
transformation to provide a visual indication, when representing the additional user within a
user interface of the social networking system, that the additional user is a participant in the
discovery service and that the additional user possesses the desired user attribute, and stove the
result of the transformation to provide the visual indication within a variety of user interfaces

20 of the social networking systemn. Additionally or alternatively, one or more of the modules
recited herein may transform a processor, volatile memory, non-volatile memory, and/or any
other portion of a physical computing device from one form to another by cxecuting on the
cornputing device, storing data on the computing device, and/or otherwise interacting with the
computing device.

23 In some examples, a “computer-readable medium” may inchude any form of device,
carrier, or medium capable of storing or carrving computer-readable instructions. Examples of
computer-readable media include, without limitation, transmission-type media, such as carrier
waves, and non-transitory-type media, such as magnetic-storage media {¢.g., hard disk drives,
tape drives, and floppy disks), optical-storage media {e.g., Compact Disks {CDs), Digital Video

30 Disks (DVDs), and BLU-RAY disks), clectronic-storage media {(e.g., solid-state drives and
flash media), and other distribution systers.

Embodiments of the instant disclosure may include or be implemented in conjunction
with an artificial reality system. Artificial reality is a form of reality that has been adjusted in
some manner before presentation o a user, which may include, e.g., a virtoal reality (VR), an
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augmented reality (AR}, a mixed reality (MR), a hybrid reality, or some combination and/or
derivatives thereof. Artificial reality content may include completely generated content or
generated content combined with captured (e.g., real-world) content. The artificial reality
content may include video, audio, haptic feedback, or some combination thereof, any of which
5  may be presented in a single channel or in multiple channels (such as stereo video that produces
a three-dimensional cffect to the viewer). Additionally, in some embodiments, artificial reality
may also be associated with applications, products, accessories, services, or some cornhbination
thereof, that are used 1o, £.g., create content in an artificial reality and/or are otherwise used in
(e.g., perform activities in) an artificial reality. The artificial reality system that provides the

10 artificial reality content may be implemented on various platforms, including a head-mounted
display (HMD) connected to a host computer system, a standalone HMD, a mobile device or
compaiting system, or any other hardware platform capable of providing artificial reality
content to ONe OF OIS ViEWers.

The process parameters and sequence of the steps described and/or illustrated herein

15  are given by way of example only and can be varied as desired. For example, while the steps
itllustrated and/or described herein may be shown or discussed in a particular order, these steps
do not necessarily need to be performed in the order illustrated or discussed. The various
example methods described and/or llustrated herein may also omit one or more of the steps
described or illustrated herein or include additional steps in addition to those disclosed.

20 The preceding description has been provided to enable others skilled in the art to best
utihize various aspects of the example embodiments disclosed herein. This example description
is not intended to be exhaustive or to be limited to any precise form disclosed. Many
maodifications and variations arc possible without departing from the spirit and scope of the
instant disclosure. The embodiments disclosed herein should be considered in all respects

25 illustrative and not restrictive. Reference should be made to the appended claims and their
cquivalents in determining the scope of the instant disclosure.

Unless otherwise noted, the terms “connected t07 and “coupled 07 (and their
derivatives), as ased in the specification and claims, are to be construed as permutting both
direct and indirect (i.c., via other elements or components) connection. In addition, the terms

30 8" or “an,” as used in the specification and clairos, are to be construed as meaning “at least
one of.” Finally, for ease of use, the terms “including” and “having” {(and their derivatives), as
used in the specification and claims, are interchangeable with and have the same meaning as

the word “‘comprising.”
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WHAT I5 CLAIMED I5:

1. A computer-implemented method comprising:

receiving, via a social networking systern, a request from a user to participate in a
discovery service designed to facilitate connections between users of the social networking
system who share common attributes;

obtaining, from the user, data representative of at least one desired user attribute,
possessed by the user, for new user connections;

identifying, within the social networking system, at least one additional user who is
both a participant in the discovery service and who also possesses the desired user attribute;
and

providing a visual indication, when representing the additional user within a user
interface of the social networking system, that the additional user is a participant in the
discovery service and that the additional user possesses the desived user attribute.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein the visual indication
comprises an interface affordance associated with a profile picture of the additional user

included in the user interface of the social networking system.

3. The computer-imaplemented method of claim 1, wherein providing the visual
indication to the user when representing the additional user within the user interface of the
social networking system comprises providing the visual indication to the user when
representing the additional user within at least one of:

a content feed interface of the social networking system;

a group interface of the social networking system;

a search interface of the social networking system; or

a comment interface of the social networking system.

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein:

the desired user attribute comprises an indication that the user is a participant in a
dating service of the social networking system; and

the additional user is also a participant in the dating service of the social networking

systen

53
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5. The computer-implemented method of claim 4, wherein identifying the
additional user comprises determining that the user and the additional user have at least a

threshold level of compatibility within the dating service.

5 6. The computer-implemented method of claim 4, further comprising:
receiving a sclection of the additional user from the user; and
presenting at least one set of information associated with the dating service and the

additional user to the user in response to receiving the selection of the additional user.

16 7. The computer-implemented roethod of claim 6, wherein the set of information

comprises a dating profile of the additional user.

8. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further comprising:
identifying a set of mutual friends of the user and the additional user and who can
15  introduce the user to the additional user; and

presenting at least a portion of the set of mutual friends to the user.

g. The computer-tmplemented method of claim 8, further comprising:
receiving a sclection of at least one mutual friend included in the set of mutual friends
20 from the user; and
sending an introduction request to the mutual friend, the mtroduction reguest
comprising a request for the mutual friend o provide the user with an introduction to the

additional user.

23 10. The computer-tmplemented method of claim 9, further comprising:
receiving an infroduction of the user to the additional user from the outual friend in
response to sending the introduction reguest to the mutual friend; and
sending the introduction o at least one of:
the user; or

30 the additional user.

i1. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein identifying the
additional user further compriscs determining that the additional user is excluded from a set
of friends of the user and that the user is excluded from a set of friends of the additional user.
34
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12. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein:
the computer-implemented method further comprises receiving, from the additional
user, permission to indicate to users of the social networking system who are participants in
the discovery service and who also possess the desived user attribute that the additional user
3 is also a participant in the discovery service and that the additional user also possesses the
desired user attribute; and
identifving the additional user is based on the permission received from the additional

Uscr.

16 13. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further comprising:
receiving an additional request from the user to hide the visual indication that the
additional user is a participant in the discovery service and that the additional user possesses
the desired user attribute; and

hiding the visual indication in response to receiving the additional request.

15

14. A systerm comprising:

a receiving module, stored in memory, that receives, via a social networking system, a
request from a user to participate in a discovery service designed to facilitate connections
between users of the social networking systern who share common attributes;

20 an obtaining module, stored in memory, that obtains, from the user, data

representative of at least one desired user attribute, possessed by the user, for new user
connections;

an wdentifving module, stored in memory, that identifics, within the social networking
system, af least one additional user who is both a participant in the discovery service and who

25 also possesses the desired user attribute;

a providing module, stored in memory, that provides a visual indication to the user,
when representing the additional vser within a user interface of the social networking system,
that the additional user is a participant in the discovery service and that the additonal user
possesses the desired user attribuice; and

30 at least one physical processor that executes the receiving module, the obtaining

module, the identifying module, and the providing module.

LA
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is. The system of claim 14, wherein:

the desired user attribute comprises an indication that the user is a participant in a
dating service of the social networking system; and

the additional user is also a participant in the dating service of the social networking

systemt.

16. The systemn of claim 15, wherein the identifying module further identifies the
additional user by determining that the user and the additional user have at least a threshold

level of compatibility within the dating service.

17. The system of claim 15, wherein:

the receiving module further receives a selection of the additional user from the user;
and

the providing module further presents a dating profile of the additional user to the user

in response Lo receiving the selection of the additional user.

18. The system of claim 13, wherein:

the identifying module further identifies a set of motual friends of the user and the
additional user and who can introduce the user to the additional user;

the providing module further presents at least a portion of the set of muotual friends to
the user;

the receiving module further receives a sclection of at least one mutual fricnd
included in the set of mumal friends from the user;

the system further comprises a sending module, stored in memory, that sends an
introduction reguest to the mutual friend, the introduction request comprising a request for
the mutual friend to provide the user with an introduction to the additional user; and

the physical processor further executes the sending module.

19, The system of claim 18, wherein:
the receiving module further receives an introduction of the user to the additional user
from the mutual friend in response to the sending module sending the introduction request to
the mutual friend; and
the sending module further sends the introduction to at keast one of:
the user; or

36
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the additional user.

20 A pon-transitory computer-readable medium comprising computer-readable

instructions that, when executed by at least one processor of a computing system, cause the
5  computing system to:

roceive, via a social networking system, a request from a user to participate in a
discovery service designed to facilitate connections between users of the social networking
systern who share common attributes;

obtain, from the user, data representative of at least one desired user attribute,

10 possessed by the user, for new user connections;

identity, within the social networking system, at least one additional user who is both
a participant in the discovery service and who also possesses the desired user attribute; and

provide a visual indication to the user, when representing the additional user within a
user interface of the social networking system, that the additional user is a participant in the

15  discovery service and that the additional user possesses the desired user attribute.

1

i
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participate in a discovery service designed to facilitate connections
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attributes
310

Obtain, from the user, data representative of at lsast one desired
user attribute, possassed by the user, for new user connactions
320

ldentily, within the social networking system, at least one additional
user who is both a participant in the discovery service and who also
possesses the desired user attribute
330

Provide & visual indication o the user, when representing the
additional user within a user interface of the social networking
sysiem, that the additional user is a participant in the discovery
service and that the additional user possesses the desired user
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340
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