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2,631,912 

SERVING TRAY COWER 

James D. Pryor, Sr., Meridian, Miss. 
Application August 1, 1949, Serial No. 108,03 

This invention relates to new and useful in 
provements in structural refinements in Serving 
tray covers, and the principal object of the in 
vention is to provide a device of the character 
herein described, such as may be conveniently 
and effectively employed in combination. With a 
serving tray attached to an automobile for “curb 
service, so as to preserve the food on the tray 
against harmful effects of the atmosphere, for 
example, against undue cooling, contamination 
by dist, germs, etc. 
This object is achieved by the provision of 

the instant cover which, in the nature of an 
attachinent, may be renovably applied to a con 
ventional serving tray, an important feature of 
the invention residing in the provision of a door 
on the cover so that upon opening of the Same, 
convenient access may be had to the food On 
the tray. 
Another feature of the invention lies in the 

particular means Which are employed for at 
taching the cover to the tray, While Some of the 
advantages of the invention reside in its sin 
plicity of construction, in the convenience of its 
use, and in its adaptability to economical manu 
facture. 
With the above more important objects and 

features in view and Such other objects and fea 
tures as may become apparent as this specifica 
tion proceeds, the invention consists essentially 
of the arrangement and construction of parts as 
illustrated in the accompanying dra Wings, in 
Which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the invention 
applied to a serving tray Which, in turn, is ShoWn. 
as being attached to an automobile; t 

Figure 2 is an “inside' elevational view of 
the cover per Se; 

Figure 3 is a horizontal cross Sectional View 
thereof, this being taken Substantially in the 
plane of the line 3-3 in Figure 2: 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary cross sectional detail, 
taken substantially in the plane of the line 4-4 
in Figure 1; 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary cross sectional detail, 
taken substantially in the plane of the line 5-5 
in Figure 3; 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary cross sectional view, 
taken substantially in the plane of the line 6-6 
in Figure 2: 

Figure 7 is a fragmentary side elevational view 
of the Subject shown in Figure 6; 

Figure 8 is a side elevational view of the cover 
as a whole, this view being taken in the direction 
of the arrow 8 in Figure 2; 
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Figure 9 is a vertical cross sectional view, taken 

substantially in the plane of the line 9-9 in 
Figure 2; 

Figure 10 is a side elevational view, similar to 
that shown in Figure 8, but illustrating a modi 
fied embodiment of the invention; and, 
Figure 11 is a fragmentary cross sectional View, 

showing the hinge connection of the back door 
to the cover illustrated in Figure 10. 

Referring now to the accompanying drawings 
in detail, more particularly to Figures 1-9 there 
of, the invention consists of a cover designated 
generally by the reference character 2 which is 
primarily invented for use in association with 
a conventional serving tray 22 attachable to a 
door of an automobile 24, as will be clearly 
apparent. 
The serving tray 22, which is usually of a rec 

tangular configuration, is provided with a peri 
metric flange 26 terminating at its upper edge in 
an outturned bead 28, and the cover 2, which is 
preferably dome-shaped and of a rectangular 
horizontai section, consists of a transparent en 
closure 39 having an open botton and an Open 
front, the latter being provided with an openable 
door 32. 
The side walls 34 of the enclosure 30 are pro 

vided at the lower edges thereof with inturned, 
opposing flanges or thickened portions 36 which, 
in turn, are formed with a pair of opposing hori 
zontal channels 38 as is best shown in Figure 5, 
these channels being intended to slidably receive 
the outturned bead 28 of the flanging 26 at the 
relatively opposite sides or ends of the tray 22, 
as illustrated in Figure 1. - 

It will be apparent from the foregoing that 
by virtue of the channels 38, the entire cover 2 
may be quickly and easily applied to and removed 
from the tray, and it will also be observed that 
when the cover is applied to the tray, the door 
panel 32 is disposed in Wardly, that is, in mediately 
adjacent the interior of the vehicle, so that upon 
opening of the door, contents of the tray become 
accessible to the occupant of the automobile. 
As has been already stated, the entire cover 

is preferably inade from transparent material So 
that the food on the tray may be readily observed, 
this of COLSe, applying to the main body por 
tion of the cover as well as to the door panel 32. 
The attachment of the door panel to the tray 

cover proper is effected by providing the door 
panel adjacent the upper edge thereof with a 
pair of substantially U-shaped, opposing trun 
nions 40 which are rotatable as well as slidable 
in a pair of horizontal grooves 42 provided in 
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thickened upper edge portions 44 of the side 
walls 34, as is best shown in Figures 4, 6 and 7. 
By virtue of this arrangement, the door 32, When 
in its closed position, closes the open front of 
the enclosure 30, but the door may be opened by 
Simply SWinging the same upwardly as indicated 
at 6 in Figures 8 and 9, and then sliding the 
door rearwardly, as indicated at 38 so that it 
rests in a substantially horizontal position on 
the top Wall 53 of the enclosure 30. This swing 
ing and sliding of the door is facilitated, of 
Course, by the rotatability and slidability of the 
trunnions 3 in the grooves 42, and it may be 
added that the lower edge portion of the door is 
preferably channel-shaped as indicated at 52, SO 
that it not only engages the bead 28 CIn the front 
edge of the tray 22 when the door is closed, but 
so that it also provides a convenient finger piece 
or handle, So to speak, to facilitate opening of 
the door. 

Referring now to the modified embodiment of 
the invention illustrated in the accompanying 
Figures 10 and 11, this enabOdininent is designated 
generally by the reference character 6 and is 
Substantially the same as the embodiment al 
ready described, with the exception that the 
transparent enclosure 2, in addition to being 
provided With an Open front equipped. With the 
door 32, is also provided with an open back 
equipped With an additional door 64. 
This door, like the door 32, is upwardly Swing 

able but is not horizontally slidable, the mount 
ing thereof being effected by providing the door 
64 adjacent its upper edge with a pair of trans 
versely spaced ears 66 (see Figure 11) which, in 
turn, are equipped with laterally projecting trun 
nions 68 rotatably journalled in suitable aper 
tures provided in the opposing inner Surfaces of 
the side Walls O of the enclosure 62. 
In this embodiment of the invention the door 

32 is intended to be used by the occupant of the 
vehicle for access to the Serving tray, while the 
door 64 is similarly intended to be used by the 
attendant While placing food on the tray or re 
moving the same therefron, which Will be readily 
understood. 

Needless to say, the SWingable and slidable 
mounting of the door 32 in the embodiment is 
substantially the same as in the embodiment 23 
already described. 
Although the invention has been disclosed as 
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4. 
being primarily intended for use on “curb service' 
automobile trays, it should, of course, be under 
stood that it is equally applicable to food trays, 
etc., of any conventional type. 

It is believed that the advantages and use of 
the invention Will be readily apparent from the 
foregoing disclosure and accordingly, further de 
Scription thereof at this point is deemed un 
neceSSary. 
While in the foregoing there has been shown 

and described the preferred embodiment of this 
invention it is to be understood that minor 
changes in the details of construction, combina 
tion and arrangement of parts may be resorted 
to without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention as clained. 

Having described the invention, what is claimed 
as neW is: 
A food tray cover comprising a done-shaped 

body having an Open botton and an open front 
and including a top Wall and a pair of side walls, 
Said Side. Walls being provided in their outer sur 
faces With horizontal grooves disposed adjacent 
to but spaced downwardly from the top wall, a 
SWingable and slidable door provided for the open 
front of Said body and having its side edge por 
tions engageable With front edge portions of said 
side Wallis, and a pair of U-shaped trunnions pro 
jecting laterally from opposite side edges of said 
door flush with the top edge thereof, said trun 
nions straddling said side walls and having their 
Opposed free inturned end portions rotatable and 
slidable in said grooves, the upper surface of said 
top Wall affording a Support for said door when 
the latter is initS open position. 

JAMES D. PRYOR, SR. 
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