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X US 6 117 911 A (GRAINGER DAVID J [GB] ET 12,24,
AL) 12 September 2000 (2000-09-12) 28,31,
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46-48
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E See palant family annex.

* Speclal gategories of cited documents .

*A* documeni daflning tne ganoral state oi the an which is nol
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clled lo understand lhe principle or theory underying the
wention

*X* document of parlicular relevance; Iha claimed invenlion
canngl be considered navel or cannol be considered 0.
involve an invenlive slep when lhe documenl i laken alone

"Y' documenl of panicular relevance; Ihe claimed invention
cannot be considered te invelve an inventive slep when lhe
document & combined wilh one of more olhar such docu—
aell’rl“s ﬁuﬁ‘l combination being cbvious lo a porson ghilled

a a

*2' document mamber of the same patent family

Date of the actual comptation of 1ha inlemational saarch

23 September 2008

Date of mailing of ihe inlomational search raporl

10/10/2008

Name and mailing address cf ihe ISA/
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CIRCULATION,
vol. 103, no. 11,
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: International application Na. ‘
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT + PCT/6B2008/000451
BoxNo.ll  Observations where certain claims were found 1 chable (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2){a) for the following reasons:

17 [] ctaims Nas.
because they relsta to subject mattar not required ta ba ssarched by this Autherity, namely:

2. [X] claims Nos.. 1-11,13-23, 25-27, 29, 36-41

because they relate 1o parts of ths intamatienal application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extant that ne meaningtul imemational search can be carried out, spacifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3.--E Claims Nos.:- I .
because they are dependant claims and are not dratted in aotordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Il Oiservations where unity of Invention is lacking (Continuation of itam 3 of first sheat}

This Intemational Saarching Authority found multipls inventions In this Intemational application, as folkows:

1. As all required addllional search foes wareg umely paid by the applicant, thisintemational search report covers allsearchabie
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searchad without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did nat Invlte payment ol
additional fees.

3. As only some of the }equired additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemationat search reporicovers
only those claims for which fees were paid, spacifically claims Nos.:

4. I:_l No required additional search tees were Ilmely paid by the applicant. Consequenty, this intemational search report is
rastricted (o the invention ﬂrst mentonad In the claims; it s coverad by claims Nos.:

Fbenﬁtk on Protest The additional search lees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, Ihe
' : payment of a protest fee.

The addtlonal saarch jeas were accompanied by the a.pplicam‘s protast but the applicable proiasl
fee wag not paid within the time limit specifisd in the invitation.-

DNo protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCTASA/210 {continuation of first-gheat (2)) (Aprll 2005)
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Intemational Application No. PCT/GB2008 000451

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA! 210

Continuwation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 1-11,13-23, 25-27, 29, 36-41

The present claims are related to a combination of:
(a) a TGF-beta production stimulator, and ’
(b) a further active agent to reduce “the side effects of the agent (a).

It 1s noted that the definition of (a) does not have a well known
meaning for the skilled person, so he would not know which compounds,
actually fall within the scope of said term. The Markush formula set
forth in claims 7-8 is only of very limited help in view of the high
number of compounds encompassed in the formula.

Concerning the definition of (b), it corresponds to a desired property,
rather than to a proper characterization of the active agents per se.
Moreover, the desired property depends on compound {a). Since the
skiiled person cannot know which compounds belong to group (a) he has no

: baszs)for choosing further agents (b) which may reduce the side effects
of (a

In view of this tack of clarity, it is impossible to determine which
parts of the claims may be said to define subject-matter for which
protection might legitimately be sought (Article 6 PCT), specially since
support and disclosure in the sense of Article & and 5 PCT is to be
found for only a very small proportion of the combinations claimed. For
these reasons, -a meaningful search over -the whole breadth of hte claims
is impossible and the search has been restricted to claims 12, 24, 28,
30-35 and 42-48, 1.e. those claimed combinations which appear to be
supported, and a generalisation of these groups, namely:
- even the data on file refers only to tamoxifen, claim 12 has heen
searched completely, as it covers compounds belonging to the same family
- of compounds;
- the combination with any anti-platelet agent 1s accepted in view of
the examples aspirine and clopidogrel.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no internatienal. search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPD
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally riot to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examinat1on before the EPO {see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Art1c1e 17(2)PCT declaration be
overcome,
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) Intarnational appiication No
Information on palomlnmlymm PCT/EBZOU&/OOOﬁSl
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report c date ) member(s) . data
Us 6117911 A 12-09-2000 US 6410587 Bl 25-06-2002 .
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