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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE

AUGUSTE

PERROT, OF PII[LADTLP‘IL& PENNSYLVANIA.

IMPROVEMENT IN MELODEONS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 150,648, dat d May 5, 1874 ; application filed
March 4, 1874,

To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, AUGUSTE PERROT, of the
city and county of Phlhdelphn and the Smte of
Pennsylvania, have invented a new and useful
Impr ovement in Melodeons; and Ido hereby de-
clave the following to be a clefu and exact de-
seription of the natule thereof, sufficient toena-
ble others skilled in the art to whlch my inven-
tion appertains to fully understand, make, and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-

“companying drawings making part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a top view of the interior of the
dence embodying my invention, a portion of
the key-board be ing broken away. Fig.2isa
top view of the tr eadle Fig. 3 is a side view
of Tig. 1 with the addition of the treadle. Tig.
4 is a front view of the upper portion of the
interior thereof, partly sectional.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the several figures.

My invention relates to an instrument of the
order of a melodeon more especially designed
for teaching vocal music. Itisimportant that
the teacher should possess the qualification of
imparting to sounds their exact intonation or
pitch. Some teachers possess such qualifica-
tion, but they are not able to continue for any
length of time the incessant use of their voices
without injury to the vocal organs.

My invention consists in constructing a me-
lodeon of form to be portable, “heleby it may
be carried by the teacher to the place of tuition
and employed as a substitute for the voice, the
instrument being so constructed that it may be
laid on a table, chair, or other convenient ob-
ject, and its bellows operated by hand or foot,
on the right or left side, as desired or neces-
sary. It also consists in the construction of
the treadle.

Referring to the drawings, A represents the
case of the instrument, within which is con-
tained the key-board, reeds, and Dbellows. B
represents a rock-shaft, which extends longi-
tudinally, and is journaled to the sides of the
case A, Theends of the rod B project beyond
the sides of the case, so that to either end may
be attached anoperating arm or lever, C, which
is made detachablefor suchpurpose. Anarm,
D, is secured to the rod B, and suitably con-
nected to the bellows, so that the operation of

the lever C will cause the operation of the bel-
lows, the wind passing to the reeds or reed-
chamber in any well-known manner. A hook
or other fastening, @&, will be applied to the
lever C for atmchment of a chain or cord, 1,

passing to the tr eadle J, said chain or co1d bb

ing readily adjustable 1elat1vely to varying
heights of the places on which the instrument
may be rested. The treadle J is construeted
of the two parts X L, jointed to each other.

The part K is the base, and will rest on the
floor. The part L has a portion of its face at
the rear thereof cut away to form a cavity, M,

for reception of the heel portion of the human
foot, and to the front portion is jointed a clevis,
N, through which the toe portion of the foot
\\’111 be 1nt10duced and to which the cord or
chain I will be attached. The key-board P con-
sists of a series of keys attached to a frame,
R, which permits the proper operation of the
keys, and which has an axial motion by means
of rod 8, arranged above the pin-board T of

‘reeds and secured to said board or to the side

of the case, said rod passing through the frame
R or eyes secured thereto.. The caseis of such
dimensions laterally that the key-board may
be shifted longitudinally.  From the under
side of the frame R there projects downwardly
a pin, U, and in the pin-board T there are
formed vertical openings W, whose distance
apart is equal to the width of one of the keys
employed.

The operation is asfollows: The instrument
will be carried by the teacher to the school or
place of service and laid on a table, chair, or
otherwise most convenient. If the right side
of the instrnment is inconvenient of access, the
lever C is to be applied to the projecting end
of the left side of the rock-shaft B, and the
treadle J correspondinglylocated. Should the
left side of the instrument be inconvenient of
access, the lever C and treadle J are to be ar-
ranged on the right side of the instrument, so
that in either case the bellows may be duly op-
erated by hand or foot on the right or left, as
required. The treadle, owing to its portabil-
ity, will necessarily be made small and narrow,
Therefore, in order that the foot may have a
proper hold therein, the toe projects through
the clevis and the heel portion rests in the rear
cavity of the top piece of the treadle, so that
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the foot will be doubly confined on the treadle.
In case the pitch of the instrumentis to be va-
rvied, the key-board must be moved on the rod
S as an axis, so that the pin V will clear the
openings W, whereby the board may be moved
the desired number of semitones, and after
this is determined, the pin V drops into the
proper opening of the series of openings W,
so that the board is again firmly held and the
performance of the instrument may be accom-
plished the same as in ordinary melodeouns.
The characters of vocal musie, do, re, &e.,
may be marked on the keys to assist beginners
in acquiring knowledge of such characters.
Iaving thus deseribed my invention, what
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I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with the bellows, of the
rock-shaft B, with its projecting ends, and the
removable arm or lever C, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.

2. The treadle J, consisting of the base IX
and the hinged part L, with the clevis N and
cavity M, when constructed and arranged sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

AUG. PERROT.

Witnesses:
JouN A. WIEDERSIIEINM,
ALBERT H. HOoRCKLEY.




