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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ANNE ELIZABETH 

MILLER, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at Chicago, in the county of Cook 
and State of Illinois, have invented a cer 
tain new and useful Improvement in Bras 
sières, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention relates to brassières, espe 

cially for stout figures, and the object of 
the invention is to provide a garment which 
will support the figure, and at the same 
time permit great freedom of movement of 
the arms and body. Another object is to 
provide a construction by which the gar 
ment will be securely held to the figure not 
only to support and brace it, but to prevent 
its riding up at the waist after exercising 
or doing work which calls for considerable 
movement of the body. 

I accomplish my objects by the construc 
tion illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings in which 

Figure 1 is a view of the garment spread 
out to show the relationship of the parts. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view illustrating 
the manner in which the garment is se 
cured to the body of the wearer. 

Figs. 3 and 4 are perspective views show 
ing the location and arrangement of the 
parts as they appear in actual use. 

Similar numerals refer to similar parts 
throughout the several views. 

In the form selected to illustrate my in 
vention the garment consists of two front 
sections 1, two shoulder sections 2, 2 and 
two back sections or flaps 3, 3. The front 
sections have a non-stretchable strip 5 ar 
ranged vertically at the middle of the front 
of the garment. The seams which join the 
front sections with the shoulder sections are 
faced with non-stretchable strips 6,6. The 
seams which join the shoulder sections with 
the back sections or flaps are reinforced by 
non-stretchable strips 7,7. It has been cus 
tomary in garments of this class heretofore, 
in fact in most women's close fitting gar 
ments, to make. the seams upwardly diver 
gent, that is, to make darts with the point 
ed ends downward. My garment is con 
structed on the reverse principle in the sense 
that the strips 6 run from a point at or near 
the waistline, below the arm pits, upward 
and forward toward the front of the body. 
This accomplishes two important purposes: 
In the first place it supports the breasts of 
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the Wearer and in the second place permits 
great freedom of movement, for it will be 
noted that these strips 6 extend transverse 
to a line drawn from the front center of the 
Waistline to the shoulders. To illustrate; 
Suppose a non-stretchable tape were passed 
over the body of the wearer from the cen 
ter of the waistline to the top of the shoul 
der portion 8. Upward swing of the arms 
as in exercising or in reaching would draw 
upon such a strip and would either bind the 
shoulder of the wearer or would draw the 
garment up at the waistline, or both. One 
of the defects of ordinary garments of this 
class is that they tend to ride up from the 
Waistline, not only causing discomfort, but 
robbing them of their function of support 
ing the figure. In my garment the strip 
6 instead of running from the center of the 
Waistline up over the shoulder, which is the 
general direction of stays usually found in 
garments of this kind, runs transversely to 
such line, thereby permitting utmost free 
dom of movement without creating any 
tendency either to bind the arms of the 
wearer or pull-up from the waist. In the 
preferred construction I increase the effi 
ciency of the garment in this regard by so 
arranging the fabric of the shoulder sec 
tions 2 that the threads composing them are 
oblique to the said imaginary line running 
from the front center of the waistline to the 
top of the shoulder. By thus arranging the 
fabric of the shoulder sections on the bias, 
a stretching movement is permitted and yet 
the strips 6 support the figure in all atti 
tudes which may be assumed by the wearer. 
The back sections or extensions 4 overlap 

each other thus forming flaps. They taper 
approximately to 
the level of the waistline and form points 
of attachment for the tie strips 11 which 
pass around to the front where they may 
be tied together. Tie strips 12, 12 are fas 
tened to the garment at the waistline under 
neath the arms and pass to the back where 
they may be tied as best suggested in Figs. 
2 and 3. It will be observed that both tie 
strips come practically at the waistline; 
also that one set draws the front of the 
garment closely against the front of the 
figure while the other set draws the back 
sections closely against the back of the fig 
ure. In practice this produces a most com 
fortable and bracing effect. It conduces to 
erect posture and has the further advantage 
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of rendering it practically impossible for 
the garment to rise at the waist. 

It will be understood that the strips 5, 6 
and 7 may be variously constituted. By 
preference they consist of non-stretchable 
tape or similar fabric securely stitched to 
the garment by parallel rows of stitching 
and covering the seams joining the sections. 
It will also be understood that it is not es 
sential that the front sections 1 be formed 
of different pieces of fabric, nor is it essen 
tial that the shoulder sections 2 be entirely . 
severed from the front sections 1. In fact, 
the front sections and shoulder sections may 
be formed from one or two pieces of fabric 
and they may be Ey. integral (at the 

y bottom portion) or entirely separate. 
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Having thus described my invention what 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is:- 
A brassière consisting of a fabric bodice 

having a front held tight to the figure by 
tie strips secured to the bodice at the Waist 
line under the arm pits and passing to the 
back; the bodice also having a back formed 
of two overlapping wing portions the ex 
tremities of which are provided with tie 
strips passing below the arm pits and to the 
front for drawing said wing portions tight 
against the back of the figure. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto sub 
scribed my name. 

ANNE, ELIZABETH MILLER. 
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