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To all whon it Trai/ concern: , 
Beit known that I, ERNESTRORABACK, a citi 

Zen of the United States of America, residing 
at Springfield, in the county of Hampden and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented new 
and useful Improvements in Cutting-Nippers, 
of which the following is a specification. 

This invention relates to cutting-nippers, 
and more especially to an implement of this 
character adapted to remove the lasting-nails 
which sometimes remain in shoes after the last 
is drawn. 
The object of this invention is to provide an 

implement for this purpose which is so con 
structed that when the jaws are open some 
part of the cutting edge of the lower jaw may 
be applied to a nail projecting from the in 
sole wherever situated and whereby any nail, 
however short, will be engaged by said jaw 
as the latter is moved into the shoe, these 
jaws being provided with a cutting edge ex 
tending along both sides and around the for 
ward edge of each, whereby the implement 
may be operated along either edge of the shoe 
or, turned either on One side or the other, it 
may be operated in the extreme toe of the shoe. 

In the drawings forming part of this appli 
cation, Figure 1 is a sectional elevation of a 
shoe, showing my improved nippers in opera 
tive position therein, one jaw being partly in 
Section. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the 
jaws of the nippers, the end of the upper jaw 
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being broken away. 
Referring to the drawings,aindicates ashoe, 

(shown in sectional elevation,) the improved 
cutting-nippers being shown in operative po 
sition therein, and these consist of the arms 
or handles b, pivoted at c, the jaws d and d 
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being pivotally united at e, the shank ends 
thereof being pivoted at f to the short arm 
of the handlesb. The plane of the meeting 
edges of the jaws d and d is not located in 
line with the general longitudinal dimension 
of the nippers, but at an angle thereto, 
whereby when the nippers are inserted in a 
shoe substantially in the position shown in 
Fig. 1 the cutting edge of the lower jaw dwill 
be substantially perpendicular to the sole of 
the shoe, the jaw being cut back just below 
its forward end, as at g, whereby as the imple 
ment is moved along the sole of the shoe to 

Ward the toe the cutting edge at the end of 
the jaw will be in close proximity to the sur 
face of the sole. This construction insures 
the engagement of the cutting edge of the jaw 
with the end of any nail which may project 
above the sole of the shoe. The contiguous 
surfaces of the upper and lower jaws lying 
within the cutting edges of the same are con 
caved, as shown at h, Figs. 1 and 2, in which 
the upper jaw is partly broken away to show 
this feature, and as indicated also by the dot 
ted line ion the lower jaw. This provides a 
cutting edge extending along both sides and 
around the rounded forward end of each jaw. 
The purpose of extending this cutting edge 
along the sides of the jaws is to permit the 
implement to be turned on either side to reach 
a nail located well up in the toe of the boot, . 
and particularly those nails often located close 
to the lining of the upper at the outer edge of 
the insole. 
I am aware that a cutting-nipperfor the re 

moval of lasting-nails has been used hereto 
fore; but all such implements within my knowl 
edge have been made with jaws which open 
in Such a way that the nail cannot be caught 
and cut flush with the insole if it be located 
close to the upper-lining at the point of con 
tact with the insole. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
of the United States, is 1. In cutting-nippers, a pair of jaws of ob 
late form in the plane of their meeting sur 
faces, said surfaces having a depression there 
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in whereby a cutting edge is formed in the 
plane of the outer surface of the jaws, the 
greatest dimensions transversely and longitu 
dinally of the jaws being located in the plane 
of the meeting edges of the latter. W 

2. In cutting-nippers, a pair of jaws of ob 
late form in the plane of their meeting sur 
faces, said plane being obliquely inclined rela 
tive to the shank portion when the jaws are 
closed; the jaws each having a cutting edge 
located substantially in the plane of the sides 
and end of the jaws. 

ERNEST RORABACK. 
Witnesses: w 

R. I. CLEMONS, 
H. A. CHAPIN, 

95 


