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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. A. WEST, of Magnolia, in the county of Putham, and State 

of Illinois, have invented a certain Improve 
ment in Washing-Machines, of which the fol. 
lowing is a specification: 
This invention relates to that class of wash 

ing-machines in which a reciprocating rubber 
operated by a hand-lever is used to wash the 
clothes or fabric upon a corrugated surface or 
Wash-board in the Suds-box. 
My improvement consists of a novel manner 

of connecting the rubber and the hand-lever, 
so that the rubber, while permanently con - 
nected to the hand-lever, may readily accom 
modate itself to the work to bear with equal 
force upon it at all points and under all cir 
cumstances. 

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a trans 
versesection of my improved washing-machine. 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view thereof. 
The same letters of reference are used in both 

figures in the designation of identical parts. 
A refers to the suds-box, made of rectangu 

lar form, and supported on legs to raise it to 
a convenient height. The corrugated Wash 
board e rests upon cleats in the suds-box, 
forming, as it were, a false bottom, with per 
forations at each end for communication with 
the space underneath it. The Wash - board 
rests loosely on the cleats, so that it may be 
placed in an inclined position in the suds-box 
and used as an ordinary wash-board in case 
portions of the clothes require hand-Washing. 
The rubberf consists of a series of parallel V. 
shapel bars united together upon their upper 
flat side. A cross-head, d, is pivoted upon the 
top of the rubber, turning in bearings d at 

the ends thereof. This cross-head is, at its 
midlength, provided with a vertical aperture 
to receive the shank of a swivel, 9, the fork of 
which embraces the hand-levera, which is piv. 
oted to the fork of the swivel by the horizon 
tal pintle g’. The hand-lever a, extending 
transversely across the center of the suds-box, 
is, at one end, pivoted by a transverse hori 
Zontal pintle to the T-head b of the spindle c, 
mounted in bearings of a bracket secured to 
the Suds-box. 

It will be observed that the manner of con 
necting the hand-lever and the rubber per 
mits the latter to adjust itself freely for the 
purposes already stated. The hand-lever is, 
in this instance, jointed at h, so that it may 
be folded. 
The rubber is operated by a horizontal oscil 

lation of the hand-lever, and may be readily 
lifted out of the suds-box when occasion re 
quires it by turning the hand-lever up into a 
vertical position. a 
The wash-board f should be raised so high 

that the rubbing of the clothes may take place 
at about the surface of the water in the box. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
The combination, substantially as specified, 

of the rubber, the hand-lever, and the inter 
mediate cross-head d and swivel g, connected 
and operating as stated. 

WILLIAM. A. WEST. 
Witnesses: 

D. LEWAN WAY, 
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HENRY J. SWINDLER, 
JOSIAH. SPENCER. 

  


