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To all, whon, it naily concern: 
Be it known that I, OSCAR. D. HARTWELL, 

a citizen of the United States of America, and 
a resident of Springfield, in the county of 
Hampden and State of Massachusetts, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Easel-Supports, of which the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
This invention relates to easel-supports em 

ployed in connection with display cards or 
signs, such as are ordinarily exhibited in stores 
and similar places; and my invention has 
for its object the provision of a device of this 
character which may be easily flattened for 
transportation or be properly folded to form 
a firm structure. 
My invention has more particularly for its 

object the provision of an easel-support made 
of semirigid material, such as cardboard, and 
provided with flaps which may be folded in 
the required manner and which when in op 
erative condition will include a tubular back 
brace, and in connection there with a device 
or means whereby the tubular section or back 
brace may be prevented from unfolding. 
My invention comprises, furthermore, a 

front flap adapted to be bent at an angle rela 
tively to the main portion or web of the sup 
port and to which a display-card or similar 
device may be secured. - 
My invention has, furthermore, for its ob 

ject the provision of a device whereby a dis 
play - card which has been attached to the 
front flap of the support may be retained in 
proper position relative to the web, so that 
in its proper organization the easel-support 
will constitute a medium which is substan 
tially unitary with such card, and hence not 
apt to be displaced or broken down when in 
USe. 

My invention includes also as one of its 
features a device whereby the upper end of 
the tubular back-brace may be rigidly con 
nected with the front flap, so that in addition 
to the rigidity of the front flap and of the tu 
bular support the latter will be prevented 
against unfolding or bending at that end, 
while the flap previously referred to as being 
adapted to surround the tubular back-brace 
is disposed intermediate the brace ends. 
In the drawings accompanying and form 

ing a part of this specification and in which 

similar characters denote similar parts, Fig 
ure 1 is a perspective view of a show-card Sup 
ported by an easel-support made in accord 
ance with my invention and illustrating the 
left rear side thereof. Fig. 2 is a similar view 
looking from the right of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a 
cross-section on an enlarged scale and taken 
on line 33 of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a view illus 
trating the blank of which the easel-support 
is to be formed in flattened or spread-out con 
dition. Fig. 5 is a view in detail to be here 
inafter referred to. 
In the drawings, 10 designates a show-card 

or similar device which is supported in nearly 
upright position by an easel-support made in 
accordance with my invention and designated 
in a general way by S. This easel-supportis 
preferably made of semirigid yet yielding ma 
terial in sheet form and comprises a web por 
tion. 11, a front flap 12, and a back-bracepor 
tion 13, the latter consisting of series of sec 
tions a, b c d, each one of which may be bent 
relatively to the preceding section on the 
dotted lines in Fig. 4. The upper end of the 
front ?lap 12 is preferably provided with an 
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extension 14, which may be bent relatively . 
to the said front flap on the dotted line 15 
and the end of which is adapted to enter a 
slit 16, properly positioned near the upper 
end of the section d. 
When the blank is to be folded or set up 

for use, the back-brace sections a b c d are 
folded to form substantially a square tube, 
as is more clearly shown in Fig. 3, and in or 
der to prevent said tube from unfolding means 
are provided whereby said tube may be main 
tained in proper condition and yet without 
employing any paste or similar matter, by the 
use of which a reopening or flattening of the 
support would be rendered difficult. These 
means consist in the present instance of a 
flap 17, comprising the sections efgh, which 
when the back-brace has been given its tubu 
lar form may be folded around said tube and 
secured in position thereon by inserting the 
end section h into the slit 18 provided there 
for in the tube-section d, in this manner form 
ing a stiff and rigid back-brace, which, how 
ever, can be easily flattened out by simply 
removing the retaining-flap 17 therefrom. 
Means are provided whereby the front flap 

may be substantially retained at right angles 
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with the web portion 11 of the support, these 
means comprising a flap 19, which is folded 
relatively to the web portion 11 and the front 
edge 19' of which is when in flattened condi 
tion substantially on line with the fold-line 
12' between the front flap 12 and the web 11. 
The fold-line 20, on which the flap 19 may be 
bent outward, forms, preferably, a slightly 
acute angle with the front edge 19", and con 
sequently relatively to the fold-line 12" above 
mentioned, so that when said flap is folded 
outward the front edge 19' will tend to crowd 
the card 10, and therefore the front flap 12, 
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forward and around the line 12' as an axis. 
The flap 19 may be formed with bend-scores 

and an end tongue, whereby to make a trian 
gular stop by bending the flap, as shown in 
Fig. 5, and engaging its end tongue through 
the slit 21 therefor in the web of the easel 
support, from which the flap 19 has been 
thrown out. 
From the foregoing description it will read 

ily be understood that my improved easel 
support really consitutes a collapsible device 
which may be attached to any display-card 
and which when properly folded will form a 
firm support therefor, while, on the other 
hand, the support as a whole may be easily 
flattened out when desired in order to facili 
tate packing for shipment. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. An easel-Support made of cardboard or 
the like, and comprising a front flap, and a 
section separated therefrom by a creased line, 
and folded to form a tubular back-brace, and 
having a flap folded around said back-brace. 

2. An easel-support made of thin semirigid 
material and folded to form a tubular back 
brace and a front flap having an extension for 
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engaging the tubular brace and for prevent 
ing the same from unfolding. 

3. An easel-support made of semirigid ma 
terial and comprising a front flap and a Web, 
folded to form a tubular back-brace, and 
means for positioning said flap relatively to, 
and substantially at right angles with the web 
of the support. 

4. An easel-support made of suitable mate 
rial, and folded to form a tubular back-brace, 
and comprising a web and a front flap, a flap 
projecting from the web and for positioning 
the front flap substantially at right angles 
relatively to the web of the support. 

5. An easel-support made of suitable mate 
rial, and folded to form a tubular back-brace, 
and comprising a web and a front flap, and a 
flap projecting from the web and having its 
joint-line with the web disposed at an acute 
angle with the fold-line of the front flap. 

6. An easel-support made of cardboard, and 
comprising a web, a front flap having an ex 
tension at its upper end, and a rear flap con 
sisting of a plurality of sections separated by 
creased lines, and folded to form a tube, and 
slitted to receive said front-flap extension. 

7. An easel-support blank, made of suitable 
material, and comprising a front flap having 
an extension at its upper end and a rear flap 
consisting of a plurality of sections separated 
by creased lines, and foldable to form a tube 
and slitted to receive said front-flap exten 
sion, and also a web slitted to form a flap fold 
able around the tube, and organized to be se 
cured against unfolding. 
Signed by meat Springfield, Massachusetts, 

in presence of two subscribing witnesses. 
OSCAR. D. IARTWELL. 

Witnesses: 
WM. S. BELLOWs, 
M. A. CAMPBELL. 
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