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To all nohom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, FRANK R. We AVER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Fairgrove, in the county of Greene and 

and 
useful Improvements in Musical Inst' - 
ments, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention has reference to a musical 

instrument designed for use by a comic 
musician, and has for its object to provide 
a stringed instrument, such as a banjo, with 
noise producing devices which will not in 
terfere with the proper playing of the in 
Strument. 
A further object is to produce an in 

strument of this character which is elasti 
cally supported from the neck Or shoulder of 
the musician and which has Supported 
thereon a plurality of Sound producing de 
vices that may be operated when the in 
strument is held in proper playing position 
and which are also designed to be sounded 
by contact with an obstacle when the musi 
cian forces the instrument away from him 
and expands the elastic support, and to be 
likewise sounded by contact with air cur 
rents or the contraction of the Support and 
the return of the instrument to initial play 
ing position. 
To the attainment of the foregoing and 

other objects which will present themselves 
as the nature of the invention is bettei' un 
derstood, reference is to be had to the draw 
ings which accompany and which form part 
of this application. 
In the drawings:-- 
Figure 1 is a perspective view showing 

the instrument supported in playing posi 
tion. On a musician. 

Figure 2 is a similar view with the in 
strument forced away from the player. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged front elevation of 
the improvement. 

Figure 4 is a rear elevation thereof. 
The remaining figures illustrate details. 
The stringed instrument of my improve 

ment is in the nature of a banjo, the head 
1 of which being, however, of a Smaller cir 
cumference than usual. Also preferably the 
band portion of the head may be of stronger 
material than that usually employed. The 
string board 2 may be also reinforced to 
strengthen the same. Secured to the head 
and to the neck of the instrument there are 
the ends of an elastic band 3, and this band 
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is arranged either around the neck or over 
the shoulder of the musician. 
On its rear face the drum head of the in 

strument is formed with an outstanding 
peripheral flange 4 designed to protect the 
drum head when the instrument is thrown 
by the musician to contact with an obstacle, 
as illustrated in Figure 2 of the drawings. 
In addition to this the flange 4 provides a 
means whereby a plurality of sound pro 
ducing devices are attached to the banjo. 
In the showing of the drawings these sound 
producing devices include a steel triangle 
5 having loosely connected therewith a rod 
O' tappet. The triangle is supported from 
the neck portion of a ratchet device 6, the 
Sane being provided with an operating han 
dle which, when rotated, causes the ratchet 
wheel therein and the spring influenced dog 
engaged thereby to produce a sound similar 
to that made by a trap drum. On the upper 
Or opposite side of the flange 4 there are 
Supported other Sound producing devices, 
those disclosed by the drawings being in the 
nature of a rubber bulb which operates an 
automobile horn and which is indicated by 
the numeral 9, a similar bulb which, when 
compressed, operates mechanism to imitate 
the bark of a dog, this device being indi 
cated by the numeral 10, and to the side 
thereof there is supported on the said flange 
4 a small metal squawker 8 provided with a 
handle operated crank shaft which contacts 
with the vibratory element to produce a 
noise similar to that of an ordinary pawl and 
ratchet. 
On the rear edge of the handle or neck 

2 of the instrument there is supported a 
cymbal 11 and a castianet 12, while on the 
outer end of this portion of the instrument 
there is supported a string of metal sleigh 
bells hung On a leather thong, a handle 13 
connecting the ends of the thong, and this 
handle is loosely secured on the banjo. 
On its opposite end the neck of the banjo 

has secured on its Outer corner a metal tap 
bell 14 and the operating handle 15 for the 
castanet 12. 
In playing position, the instrument is Sup 

ported as disclosed in Figure 1 of the draw 
ings. The instrument is designed to pro 
duce Weird sounds as well as clear musical 
tones and is, as above inferred, designed to 
be played by a musical comedian or in a 
jazz band. During certain parts of the play 
ing of the banjo the musician will forcibly 
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throw the implement away from playing 
position to cause the same to contact with an 
lobstacle, as illustrated in Figure 2. Such 
contact will sound the triangle, cymbal, 
castianet and sleigh bells. The elastic Sup 
port 5 will return the instrument to initial 
position, and the contact of the bells, flexi 
bly supported cymbal, flexibly supported 
castanet and likewise flexibly supported tri 
angle will cause the sounding of these de 
vices. 
Having described the invention, I claim:- 
In combination, a musical instrument 

adapted to support thereon a plurality of 
sound producing devices and an elastic strap 
for supporting said instrument from the 
body of the user and allowing said instru 
ment to be thrown away from the user to 
cause the automatic operation of the sound 
producing devices and thereafter to return 
the instrument to playing position against 
the body of the user. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signa 

ture. 

FRANK R. WEAVEIR. 


