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(=) (57) Abstract: An endoscope having an insertion section, a contact section, increase means, and observation means. The insertion
section is a section that can be inserted into a subject. The contact section is provided at the forward end of the insertion section.
The contact section at the forward end can be in contact with the subject. The increase means increases the area of contact of the
¢, contact section. The observation means observes the subject with which the contact section that is provided at the forward end and
w= is increased in area by the increase means is in contact, or observes the subject that is separated a predetermined distance from the
R contact section that is increased in area.
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