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1. 

This invention relates to a hat box and, more 
particularly, to a hat box having a cover se 
curable thereto by means of a pair of fastener 
tapes. 

It is a common and well-known practice to 
secure slide fastener tapes to a pair of separable 
elements of an article by stitching. These slide 
fastener tapes frequently become torn or dam 
aged with continued use and require repair or 
replacement if the article is not to be discarded. 
In many instances the particular configuration 
of the portion of the article to which the fasten 
er tape is stitched or the configuration of the ar 
ticle itself makes the removal and replacement 
of the fastener tape difficult and impractical. 
This is particularly true of a hat box which is 
generally cylindrical or drum shaped and where 
in one of the fastener tapes is stitched complete 
ly around the upper peripheral edge of the body 
thereof for cooperation with a second fastener . 
tape secured to the cover of the box. According 
ly, it is an object of the present invention to pro 
vide a slide fastener tape for a hat box or the 
like which is removably securable around the 
peripheral body wall thereof, without stitching, 
and in such a manner that removal or replace 
ment of the fastener tape can be conveniently 
effected when the tape becomes damaged or worn 
and which Will also save time and labor in the 
original fabrication of the hat box. 
A further object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a slide fastener tape mounting of the 
character indicated which is designed and con 
structed in such a manner that it will be fixedly 
held in secured position without upward or 
downward displacement despite the stress to 
which it will be subjected in repeatedly opening 
and closing the cover of the box and carrying the 
box about. 
The above objects are achieved by affixing a 

slide fastener tape to a sleeve or loop of any suit 
able material and locating a flexible band of sheet 
metal or the like Within a plurality of integral, 
pointed projections Spaced throughout its length. 
The fastener tape may be positioned between 
the inner and outer folds of the sleeve which en 
velopes the flexible band and the assembly com 
pleted by stitching through the inner and outer 
folds of the sleeve and the fastener tape. The 
fastener tape assembly thus formed may be posi 
tioned about the hat box body at the upper pe 
ripheral edge thereof adjacent the cover after 
which it is tensioned and the ends of the flexible 
band secured together in any suitable manner. 
The fastener tape will be held in position due to 
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the combined effect of tensioning the flexible 
band within the tape-supporting sleeve and the 
action of the pointed projections of the band 
which firmly press against and grip the outer 
Wall of the hat box body. 
The foregoing features of the invention as Well 

as additional features and advantages will be 
readily understood in the course of the following 
description taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawing which illustrates a preferred 
embodiment of the invention, and wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a broken view, partly in perspective 
and partly in section, of a hat box having at 
tached thereto a slide fastener tape assembly 
embodying the features of the invention: 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary view with 
parts broken away to illustrate the construction 
of the slide fastener tape assembly and one meth 
od of securing together the protruding ends of 
the fiexible band within the tape-supporting 
sleeve; Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary detail view 
showing the relationship between the slide fas 
tener tape assembly and the body of the hat box 
and also the arrangement of the component ele 
ments of the tape assembly; 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 
slide fastener tape assembly with parts broken 
aWay 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view taken along line 5-5 
of Fig. 4. 
The hat box may be of any desired shape, but 

is preferably cylindrical as illustrated in the 
drawings and comprises an outer wall 10, an in 
ner wall i and a cover 2 which may be SWing 
ably mounted on the hat box body by means of 
an external flap 3 and in internal flap 4. Cover 
f2 has a slide fastener tape 5 secured around 
its edge by stitching or in any other Suitable 
manner. Inner wall may have a lining and 
the hat box may be provided with a suitable han 
dle f 6. 
Outer Wall O may be of any suitable material 

such as leather, fabric, synthetic plastic or the 
like and sleeve is preferably of the same ma 
terial as said outer wall and may be formed 
simply by bending a suitable length of material 
over upon itself. A flexible band 8, which may 
be cut or stamped from sheet metal, is disposed 
within sleeve for the entire length thereof and 
is itself of sufficient length to have free ends 
f8a protruding from the ends of Said sleeve, as 
illustrated in Figs, 2 and 4. An important fea 
ture of the invention is the provision on flexi 
ble band 8 of a plurality of Spaced and prefer 
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ably pointed projections 9 for a purpose to be 
fully described hereinafter. Slide fastener tape 
20 may be supported on Or Within sleeve 7 in 
any suitable manner, such as, for example by 
interposing the lower end of Said fastener tape 
between the folds of sleeve and Stitching there 
through, it being understood, of course, that flex 
ible band 8 has been positioned. Within said sleeve 
before stitching. 

For convenience, the structure just described 
and comprising flexible band 8, tape-supporting 
sleeve 7 and slide fastener tape 2.0 Will be desig 
nated slide fastener tape assembly 2. Said as 
Sembly may be secured about the hat box body 
by first being positioned about the peripheral 
outer wall ?o adjacent its upper edge and then 
being tensioned thereabout by drawing free ends 
8a of flexible band 8 toward each other, after 
which said free ends are secured together in any 
convenient manner. Fig. 2 of the drawing illus 
trates the securement of tensioned band 8 by 
means of a fastening clip 22 crimped over the 
overlapping free ends 8a, as at 23. It is to be 
understood, of course, that any satisfactory alter 
native arrangement may be employed for this 
plpOSe. 
The tensioned assembly 2 will be held firmly 

in adjusted position against any possible displace 
ment by the gripping action of projections 9 of 
band 8 against the body wall of the box. Slide 
fastener tape 20 of assembly 2 cooperates With 
slide fastener tape 5 of cover 2 by means of a 
conventional slide-pull (not shown) to removably 
secure said cover in closed position, as illustrated 
in Fig.1. The tensioned assembly 21 is preferably 
positioned in such a manner that fastening clip 
22 or its equivalent will be concealed beneath 
external hinge flap 3. 
Another feature of the invention is the provi 

sion of a retaining member 24 (see Figs. 1 and 3) 
fixed in position adjacent the upper edge of the 
hat box body and extending completely there 
around. Retaining member 24 may take the form 
of any suitable construction providing a lateral 
abutment at the upper edge of the hat box body 
against which abutment slide fastener tape as 
sembly 2 may be positioned. Retaining member 
24 serves not only to prevent upward displacement 
of assembly 2 but also as a guide in locating and 
securing said assembly about the hat box body. 
igs. 1 and 3 of the drawing illustrate a conven 

ient form of member 24 as a loop of material 
enveloping a stiffening core 25a of cord Or Wire, 
the loop of material being Secured to the Outer 
wall of the hat box body by stitching. 

Since certain modifications may be made in 
the article of the invention without departing 
from the scope thereof, it is intended that all 
matter contained in the foregoing description and 
shown in the accompanying drawing be inter 
preted as merely illustrative and not in a limiting 
SeSe. 

I claim: 
1. A hat box comprising a body, a cover SWing 

ably mounted on said body and having a slide 
fastener tape secured along the edge thereof and 
a slide fastener tape assembly securable about 
said body, said tape assembly comprising a slide 
fastener tape cooperable with said first-mentioned 
fastener tape to removably secure said cover in 
closed position, a tape-supporting sleeve, and a 
flexible band within said sleeve, said flexible band 
having a plurality of spaced projections through 
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4. 
out its length, said flexible band being tensioned 
about said body, said projections facing in Wardly 
and in the direction of Said body, said projections 
being in gripping engagement with said body by 
reason of the tension under which the flexible 
band is held about Said body, whereby the slide 
fastener tape assembly is held in adjustable posi 
tion on said body. 

2. A hat box comprising a body, a cover swing 
ably mounted on said body and having a slide 
fastener tape secured along the edge thereof and 
a slide fastener tape assembly securable about 
said body, said tape assembly comprising a slide 
fastener tape cooperable With said first-mentioned 
fastener tape to removably Secure said COver in 
closed position, a tape-supporting sleeve, and a 
flexible band within said sleeve, said flexible band 
having a plurality of spaced projections through 
Out its length and having free ends protruding 
from the ends of said sleeve, said flexible band 
being tensioned about said body, the free ends of 
said flexible band being inter-connected, the pro 
jections on said band facing inwardly and in the 
direction of said body and gripping said body, 
whereby the slide fastener tape assembly is firmly 
held in adjusted position on said body. 

3. A hat box as claimed in claim 1 having re 
taining means for said slide fastener tape assen 
bly, said means comprising a loop of material 
having a stiffening core thereWithin, Said loop 
being fixed about said body adjacent the upper 
edge thereof and coextensive with said assembly. 
-4. A hat box as claimed in claim 2 having re 

taining means for said slide fastener tape assem 
bly, said means comprising a loop of material 
having a stiffening core therewithin, said loop 
being fixed about said body adjacent the upper 
edge thereof and coextensive with said assembly. 

5. A slide fastener tape assembly removably 
securable about a receptacle body or the like, 
comprising a slide fastener tape, a sleeve Support 
ing said fastener tape, and a flexible band within 
said sleeve, said band having a plurality of Spaced 
projections throughout its length and having free 
ends protruding from the ends of said sleeve for 
tensioning said assembly about Said receptacle 
body, said projections facing in the direction of 
said receptacle body and gripping Said body to 
position the slide fastener tape assembly thereon. 

6. A slide fastener tape assembly removably 
securable about a receptacle body or the like, 
comprising a slide fastener tape, a sleeve Sup 
porting said fastener tape, said tape being Secured 
between the inner and outer folds of Said sleeve, 
and a flexible band within said sleeve, Said flexi 
ble band having a plurality of spaced projections 
formed thereon throughout its length, Said pro 
jections facing inwardly in the direction of the 
receptacle body, whereby tensioning said band 
about said receptacle body will firmly hold said 
assembly in adjusted position by the gripping 
action of said projections against Said body. 
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