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To all whon, it may concern 
Beit known that we, LEROY S. PFOUTS and 

TORENZO D. BALL, citizens of the United 
States, residing at Canton, in the county of 
Stark and State of Ohio, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Soles for 
Boots or Shoes; and we do hereby declare that 
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the same, reference being had to the 
annexed drawings, making a part of this 
specification, and to the letters of reference 
marked thereon, in which 
Figure 1 is a view showing our improved 

sole placed upon a boot or shoe, also illustrat 
ing a heel-plate. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal Sec 
tion of the sole. Fig. 3 is a view showing a 
part of the sole, also illustrating the sections 
disjointed. 
The present invention has relation to soles 

for boots or shoes; and it consists in the novel 
construction hereinafter described, and par 
ticularly pointed out in the claim. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw 
lingS. 
In the accompanying drawings, A repre 

sents the sole proper, which is formed of such 
a size that it will properly cover the bottom 
of a boot or shoe, it being understood that wa 
rious sizes are to be constructed to properly 
fit various sizes of boots or shoes. 
The sole proper is formed in sections, and, 

as shown, three sections C are provided; but 
it will be understood that a greater or less 
number of sections may be used, if desired. 
The center section is provided with the aper 
tures B, which apertures are located along the 
edges of said centersection. Upon the edges 
of the center section are located the bars b, 
which bars are preferably formed integral 
with the center section of the Sole. The outer 
sections of the sole proper are provided with 
the hooked extensions C, which hooked ex 
tensions are received into the apertures B, 
said hooked extensions embracing the bars b, 
thereby securely hinging the sections of the 
sole proper together after the sole has been 
properly attached to the bottom of the shoe, 
which may be done by screws or nails, it be 
ing immaterial how the sole is attached to the 
bottom of the shoe. 
For the purpose of bringing the different 

sections of the sole proper in the same plane, 
the bars b are formed upon the bottom or un 
der side of the sole proper, and the shank por 
tion of the hooked extensions C fit into the 
apertures B. 
For the purpose of providing a hinged con 

nection between the edges of the sections of 
the sole which are joined together the top or 
upper portions of said edges are beveled, as 
shown at X, Fig. 2. 
For the purpose of providing or forming a 

sole that will have a rough face upon its bot 
tom or under side the lugs D are provided, 
which lugs are preferably formed integral 
with the sections. In the drawings the lugs 
are shown square; but it will be understood 
that any other desired form will accomplish 
the same object, 

For the purpose of forming a sole that will 
belight the apertures d are formed, which ap 
ertures extend through the sections, 

For the purpose of providing a metal sole 
for boots or shoes that will be light we form 
the Sections of aluminum, which metal em 
bodies the necessary strength and wear requi 
site for a boot or shoe sole. 

It will be understood that by forming the 
boot or shoe sole proper in sections and hing 
ing the sections together the sole will be yield 
ing, or, in other Words, said sole will give to 
the movements imparted to the boot or shoe 
in walking. 
The heel-plate E may be formed as shown 

and is preferably made of aluminum. 
It will be understood that the sole proper 

may be formed without providing the aper 
tures d, as said apertures are simply formed 
for the purpose of lightening the sole. It will 
also be understood that any desired alloy may 
be used with the aluminum. 
By providing the hooked extension C and 

SO arranging said extensions that they will 
embrace the bars b the sections forming the 
sole proper can be quickly and easily detached 
and attached, and at the same time provide a 
hinge that is not liable to become disjointed 
from wear. 
The bars b are located below the bottom or 

under edge of the face of the sole proper, 
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Which arrangement permits the hooked ex 
tensions C to beformed of the same thickness 
as the thickness of the Sections proper, there 
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by providing a means for inserting the hooked 
extensions into the apertures, and at the same 
time maintaining a sufficient amount of metal 
to give the hooked extensions the desired 
amount of strength for the purpose designed. 

Having fully described our invention, what 
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is 
As an improved article of manufacture, a 

boot or shoe sole formed in sections and of 
aluminum, the meeting edges of the adjacent 
sections provided, respectively, with the re 

cesses B, having the depressed bars b, and the 
hooked extensions C, arranged to interlock, 
Substantially as described. I5 
In testimony that we claim the above we 

have hereunto subscribed our names in the 
presence of two witnesses. 

LEROY S. PFOUTS. 
LORENZO D. BALL. 

Witnesses: 
FRED W. BOND, 
CHAS.M. STANDS. 

  


