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Application filed April 22, 1891,

To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that weé, CARL F. LoMB and
MAJOR ROMEYN JEWELL, of Rochestér, in the
county of Monroe and State of New York,
haveinvented certain Improvements in Check
and Bill Files, of which the following is a
specification. ‘

This invention relates to a filing-case in-
tended more particularly for the use of banks
for filing checks, notes, and other similar in-
struments, which require to be classified and
arranged for convenient reference.

It consists, essentially, in a tray orrecepta-
cle provided with a series of independently-
movable partitions between which to place the
checks, these partitions being mounted in
such manner as to prevent them from becom-
ing detached or falling down, and combined
with means by which. the entire contents of
the box may be subjected to compression.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of ourfile in its preferred
form. Fig. 2 is alongitudinal central section
of the same on the line 2 2. Fig. 8isa cross-
section of the same on the line 3 3. Fig. 4 1is
a view of a modification.

Referring to the drawings, A represents a
flat tray orreceptacle, consisting of a flat base
a, having a fixed end wall o’ and the parallel
side walls ¢* each of the latter formed with a
horizontal shoulder or notch ¢f along its in-
ner face midway of its height, or thereabout.

B B B represent a series of loose partitions
or division-boards mounted in an upright po-
sition within the tray, their ends being formed
with shoulders & to bear upon the sideshoul-
ders a® of the tray to maintain them in an
erect position and permit them to tip at a
suitable angle for the examination of papers
when the compressor is retracted, as more
fully described hereinafter.

D represents a longitudinal guide bar or
rail fixed in a central groove in the-bed.

Each of the division-boards B is provided,
as shown in TFig. 3, with a wire K, passed
through and fixed in the body of the sheef
and turned inward at the lower ends, so asto
engage beneath the edges of the guide-rail.
These connections permit the division-gheets
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to be moved lengthwise within the tray and
to be tipped to a limited extent to either side
in order to permit convenient examination of
the checks iaid between them, but prevents
the sheets from being acecidentally misplaced
or detached.

C represents a follower-plate or pressure
deviece mounted in the outer or open end of
the tray and fixed to a plate ¢, having lips
which engage beneath the edges of the gnide-
rail, so that the follower may slide forward
and backward and tip to a limited extent. A
lever ¢’ is connected to the plate ¢ by a hori-
zontal pivot ¢®. When this lever is tipped
backward, as shown in Fig. 2, the follower-
board is left free to'slide and tip; but upon
carrying the follower forcibly forward, so as
to compress the contents of the box, and then
erecting the leverit will act to sustain the fol-
lower firmly in position. Thislocking device
is not claimed as of our invention, being the
subject of Letters Patent to J. C. Lang,

The division-sheets B may be connected to
the longitudinal guide by any device the
equivalent of the wire E. In Fig. 4 we have
shown a similar connection composed of two
wires. If preferred,thesheetsmaybe formed,
as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 4, with down-
wardly-projecting ears 0% to engage longi-
tudinal wires b3, fixed in grooves in the base-
board.

In place of the side shoulders in the box to
sustain the division-sheets any equivalent
supports along the sides'may be used—as, for
example, the two rods shown in Fig, 4.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim_is— :

1. In a file for grouped or classified sheets,
the combination of a tray or receptacle, alon-
gitudinal guide secured to the tray, a series
of independent division-plates, each provided
with a fastening device engaging beneath the
guide, a follower, and a locking device for the
latter arranged to engage the guide, substan-
tially as described.

2. In a file, the combination of a tray or re-
ceptacle, a longitudinal guide-rail attached
thereto, a series of independent division-
plates, the wires E, secured to said platesand
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having their two ends engaging loosely be-
neath the elevated edges of the guide-plate, a
follower, and the locking device for the same.

3. In a file, a tray provided with the side
walls having longitudinal shoulders, in com-
bination with a longitudinal guide fixed in
the draw, the series of independent division-
sheets, each engaging the guide to prevent
disconnection, and each sustained in an up-

right position by the shoulders of the tray,
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the follower or pressure device also connected
to the guide, and the clamp orlocking device.
In testimony whereof we hereunto set our
hands; this 2d day of May, 1890, in the pres-
ence of two attesting witnesses.
CARL F. LOMB. ; .
MAJOR ROMEYN JEWELL.
Witnesses:
‘A. BUEDINGER,
MAUD E. F1sk.




