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To all twhorn, it may conce77. 
Be it known that I, DUVAI, JoHNSON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Pine 
Bluff, in the county of Jefferson and State of 
Arkansas, have invented new and useful 

other to insert the paper. Owing to this 
necessity the filing of a large number of 
papers in files of this character requires a 
considerable time and labor, and it is with 
the particular view of avoiding such loss of 

Improvements in Files, of which the follow- time and labor that the present invention is 
ing is a specification. 
The invention relates to an improvement 

in files, and particularly to a means whereby 
the commercial file of the collapsible type 
may be held distended or fully opened for 
convenience in inserting or withdrawing the 
papers. 
The main object of the present invention 

is the provision of means arranged for con 
nection with the commercial type of file and 
adapted when in operative position to main 
tain said file in extended form, whereby to 
maintain the compartments of the file in 
fully open condition, providing for conven 
ient access to said compartments, the con 
struction of the device providing for an in 
operative position when desired to permit 
the normal collapse of the file into small 
compass. 
The invention will be described in the foll 

lowing specification, reference being had par 
ticularly to the accompanying drawings, in 
which:- 

Figure l is a perspective of a file illustrat 
ing the application of my improved distender 
thereto, the parts being shown in operative 
position to maintain the file open. Fig. 2 is 
a rear elevation of the same, the parts being 
shown in inoperative position to permit col 
lapse of the file. 

Referring particularly to the drawings, 
wherein like reference numerals indicate like 
parts throughout the several views my im 
proved distender is designed for application 
to the Ordinary commercial file of the col 
lapsible type, as 1, which file, as will be 
understood, is of the bellows type and in 
cludes a series of compartments open at the 
upper end to permit the introduction of de 
sired paper, the compartments being suit 
ably indexed and the file proper preferably 
provided with a cover section 2 designed 
when the file is in collapsed condition to 
cover the open ends of the compartment. 
As the normal condition of files of this 

character is in collapsed form, it is necessary 
in distributing papers throughout the va 
rious compartments of the files that the 
operator make use of both hands, one to hold 
the particular compartment open and the 

devised. In providing the file with my im 
proved distender I secure upon the rear wall 
of the file a plate 3, which preferably extends 
the full width of the file and approximately 
half the height of the back. The lower edge 
of the plate 3 is provided with a laterally 
extending flange 4 relatively narrow and pref 
erably resting in contact with the bottom of 
the file, as clearly shown in Fig. 1. The flange 
4 is formed with a longitudinally arranged 
slot 5 preferably extending from a point near 
one end of the flange to a point beyond the 
center thereof. A securing strip 6 is mov 
ably fixed to the flange 4 through the me 
dium of a bolt 7 passing through an opening 
in the lower end of the strip and through the 
slide 5, being provided beyond the plane of 
the flange with a thumb nut S, whereby to 
provide a lateh section 9, the forward or free 

t of which is bent laterally to provide a 
ip 10. 
On the forward face of the file at a point 

about midway its length and in position to 
be engaged by the latch 9 is arranged a 
keeper 11, preferably a U-shaped strip se 
cured by one of its arms to the file face with 
the second arm overlying and spaced from 
the first to provide for the reception of the 
latch 9 between them. The keeper is pref 
erably so disposed relative to the lower edge 
of the file that when the distending strip 6 
is swung on the pivot pin 7 the latch 9 of said 
strip will swing into the keeper, the lip 10 
serving to prevent disengagement of the 
parts in one direction, as will be obvious. 

In use, in the normal position of the parts, 
the distending strip rests in rear of the flange 
4 with the latching section 9 abutting one 
side edge of the file, the pivot pin 7 of the 
distending strip having, of course, been re 
moved longitudinally in the slot 5 to permit 
such position of the strip. When it is de 
sired to maintain the file in open or extend 
ed condition the strip 6 is swung on the pivot 
until disposed transverse the width of the 
file, the pivot pin having been moved longitu 
dinally in the slot 5 until arranged about 
centrally of the flange 4. The file is man 
ually distended and the latching section 9 
engaged in the keeper 11. The file will thus 
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be maintained in open position to provide 
for convenient and ready access to the pock 
ets without the necessity of manually hold 
ing said pockets in open position, as hereto 
fore practiced. 

If desired the distending strip may be 
locked in operative position against possi 
bility of accidental movement by clamping 
the nut 8, as will be evident. 

It is to be particularly noted that the use 
of the improvement adds no material weight 
to the ordinary file and in no way interferes 
with the use of the file for all ordinary pur 
poses, the relatively small size of the parts 
avoiding undesirable obstruction and per 
mitting the file to be collapsed for storage or 
packing into practically the usual compass. 

It is preferred that the plate 3 and dis 
tending strip be made of light ornamental 
metal, though it is to be understood that the 
use of any and all material possible for these 
parts is contemplated. 

Having thus described the invention what 
is claimed as new, is:- 

1. The combination with a collapsible file, 
and means operable independently of the 
movement of said file for securing said file 
in extended condition. 

2. The combination with a collapsible file 
containing a series of pockets, and means 
operable independently of the movement 
of said file for securing said file extended to 
maintain the pockets open. 

3. The combination with a collapsible file, 
of a strip connected with the file and mov 
able independently thereof, said strip being 
adapted to be disposed transverse the width. 
of the file to secure the file extended in ac 
cordance with the length of the strip. 

4. The combination with a collapsible file, 
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of a strip secured thereto and movable in 
dependently thereof, said strip being adapt 
ed in one position to secure the file extended 
in accordance with the length of the strip. 

5. The combination with a collapsible file, 
of a plate Secured thereto, a strip movably 
secured to the plate, and means carried by 
the file and adapted to be engaged by the 
free end of the strip, whereby to lock the file 
in extended condition. 

6. The combination with a collapsible file, 
of a plate secured to the rear wall thereof, a 
strip movably secured to the plate, and a 
keeper secured to the front wall of the file 
and adapted to be engaged by the free end 
of the strip. 

7. The combination with a collapsible file, 
of a plate secured to the rear wall thereof, a 
strip pivotally connected to the plate and 
formed on its free end with a latching ex 
tension, and a keeper secured to the front 
wall of the file and adapted to be engaged 
by the extension of the strip. 

8. The combination with a collapsible file, 
of a plate secured to the rear wall thereof 
and formed with a laterally extending flange 
to underlie the bottom of the file, a strip hav 
ing a pivot pin mounted for movement in a 
longitudinally arranged slot formed in the 
flange, the free end of the strip being formed 
with a latch extension, and a keeper secured 
to the front wall of the file and adapted to 
be engaged by the extension of the strip to 
secure the file extended. 

In testimony whereof, I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

DUVAL JOHNSON. 
Witnesses: 

H. T. OLCOTT, 
J. W. TATUM. 
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