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My invention relates to improvements in
shelves adapted to be detacha,gly applied to
closets and similar places where a shelf is
desirable. One of its objects is -to provide
a shelf adapted to be detachably mounted be-
tween two substantially rigid abutments,
such for instance as the opposite walls of a
closet, or bath room. Another object is to
provide a shelf adjustable as to fength to
enable it to be detachabl mounted within
a considerable range of dimensions in such
localities and between such abutments as may
be available for the purpose. Another object
is to provide a combined detachable shelf and
cabinet. Another object is to provide a com-
bined detachable shelf and closet bar adapted
to support articles of clothing. ‘Another
object is to provide an improved detachable

- and adjustable shelf of sheet metal construc-

tion. ~ Another object is to provide an im-
proved adjustable shelf having shoes espe-
cially adapted to engage the shelf with its
supporting abutments. ' My invention also
comprises certain details of form and ar-
rangement and combination of components,
all of which will be fully set forth in the de.
scription of the accompanying drawings, in
which: :

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a shelf em-
ying my improvements and before being
adjusted into position relative to its support-
ing abutments. : :

ig. 2 is a side elevation,
completed adjustment of the
tion relative to its supporting abutments,

Fig. 3is a side elevation of one of the shelf
sections detached. ‘

Fig. 4 is a side elevation, partly in section
of the other shelf section detached.

Fig. 5 is a plan view of the shelf in posi-
tion for use.

Fig. 6 is a plan of the blank shelf section.

The accompanying drawings illustrate one
modification of my invention, in which 15 rep-
resents one shelf section and 16 represents
another shelf section. The shelf ig illus-

illustrating the

trated constructed from sheet metal, but may
be constructed from other material if desired.
The section 15 comprises a top plate 17 of
sheet metal with downwardly turned side

shelf into posi-.

edges 18 and 19, and one end 20 bent back
upon the under face of the end of the top plate
17 and formed into a transverse channel 21
adapted to receive a shoe 22 of soft rubber,
sheet cork, or similar yielding or resilient
material. The ends of fhe side edges 18 and
19 serve to close the ends of the channel 21
and also to engage lugs or projections 24
at the free ends of the channel 21, to further

strengthen and support the channel member

and shoe 22 against distortion or. displace-
ment under strain relative to the top plate 17,
The side edges 18 and 19 are each provided
with a row of perforations 25. The side edges
18 and 19 give strength and rigidity to the
top plate 17. :

e shelf section 16 has a top plate 26 of
slightlg less width than the top plate 17. 'The
side edges 27 and 28 of the section 16 are
turned downwardly from the edges of the top
plate 26 to give strength and rigidity to the
top plate 26. One end of the top plate 26 is
bent backwardly upon itself and formed into
a transverse channel 29 adapted to receive a
resilient shoe 30 similar to the shoe 92. The
free edge 31 of the channel member 29 is pro-
vided at opposite ends with lugs or projec-
tions 32, which engage and are supported by
the ends of the side edges 27 and 28 against
displacement of the channel member 29 un-
der strain. The side edges 27 and 28 are
each provided with a perfgoration, 33. A pin
or hinge axle 34 is passed through one pair
of the perforations 25 in the side edges 18
and 19 and through the perforations 33 in
the side edges 27 and 28, so as to hinge the
two shelf sections 15 and 16 together with a
portion of the section 15 overlapping a por-
tion of the section 16 where they meet. The
pin 34 is selectively inserted into one ox other
of the pairs of perforations, depending upon
the length of shelf required, or the distance
between the supporting abutments 36 and 37
to which it is desired to attach the shelf.
The length of the shelf may thus be adjust-
ed to the space available between the sup-
porting abutments by moving the pin 34 from
one to another pair of the perforations 25, to
change the location of the hinge, and either
increase or decrease the extent to which the
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section 15 overlaps the section 16. The pin
34 permits the sections 15 and 16 to have a
hinge adjustment upen the pin 34 of nearly
one hundred and eight degrees, being limited
in one direction by the sections engaging their
lower, faces together face to face, and in the
opposite direction being limited when the
shelf top plates 17 and 26 extended into sub-
stantially one plane with the overlapped por-
tion of the top plate 17 in contact with the
overlapped portion of the top plate 26.

In operation the total length of the shelf
is adjusted to the space between the support-
ing abutment by shifting the pin 34 from one
pair of perforations 25 to another. The shelf
with the two sections 15 and 16 adjusted to
an angle one to the other substantially as
shown in Fig. 1 is inserted between the abut-
ments and the shelf sections 15 and 16
straightened out into alignment so that the
shoes 22 and 30-first engage the respective
abutments, and are finally firmly thrust end-
wise of the sections 15 and 16 into engagement
with the abutments as the overlapped por-
tions of the top plates 17 and 26 come into
contact face to face and limit the hinge move-
ment of said sections, holding the sections
15 and 16 in alignment in substantially one
plane, and spanning the space between the
abutments.

My improved shelf is adapted to be read-
ily set up wherever a shelf may be required
in a bath-room or closet, or between the up-
rights of a door frame or window frame, and
possessed of sufficient strength to support any
weight ordinarily required to be supported
upon a shelf. Where the shelf is designed

for use in a closet or bath-room, a closet bar

41 is designed to be dependently supported
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from and a short distance below the shelf by
means of wire hangers or loops 42, secured
in any convenient manner to the shelf.
Where the shelf is designed for use in a bath-
room, a medicine cabinet or shaving cabinet
43, preferably of sheet metal having a door
44 and a mirror 45 mounted in the face of
the door, and providing storage in the inte-
rior of said cabinet for shaving articles or
medicines. In order to conveniently hold the
cabinet 43 in place upon the shelf, I have
shown perforations 46 through one of the
shelf sections to receive corresponding lugs
projecting downwardly from the cabinet,

which lugs may be clinched if desired to lock-

the cabinet 43 to the shelf.

The apparatus herein shown and described
is capable of considerable modification with-
in the scope of the claims without departing
from the spirit of my invention.

What I elaim is:

1. A closet shelf adapted to be detachably
supported in position through a thrust of its
ends against abutments, comprising a first
shelf section of angle cross section, a second
shelf section of angle cross section overlap-

1,798,086

ping one end of said first shelf section through
a portion of its length and hinged to said first
shelf section at one end of said overlapped
portion, the overlapped portion serving to
hold said respective sections in substantially
one plane, said shelf sections each having
a shoe socket formed integrally therewith
at one end, said shoe sockets each consisting
of a tongue of sheet metal extending from
the ends of the shelf member, folded upon it-
self and having an additional portion paral-
lel to said folded portion, and a resilient
shoe located in said shoe socket.

2. An extensible and detachable closet
shelf comprising a relatively widé channel-
shaped first shelf section, a relatively wide
channel-shaped second shelf section adapted
to nest into said first shelf section and to
overlap a portion of the length of said first
shelf section, said shelf sections each having
a shoe socket formed integrally therewith at
one end, a hinge at one end of the overlapped
portion of said shelf sections adjustable rela-
tive to one of said shelf sections to increase
or decrcase the extent of said overlapped
portions, and serving to hinge said shelf sec-
tions together, and a shoe at the extreme end
of each shelf section seated in said shoe sock-
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ets, said shoe sockets cach consisting of a .

tongue of sheet metal extending from the
ends of the shelf member, folded upon it-
self and having an additional portion par-
allel to said folded portion, and a resilient
shoe located in said shoe socket.

3. An extensible and detachable closet
shelf adapted to be self-supporting between
two substantially rigid abutments by a thrust
of the shelf ends against said abutments.
comprising a first shelf section of angle cross
section having a shoe socket formed inte-
grally therewith at one end, a second shelf
section of angle cross section having a shoe
socket formed integrally therewith at one
end, said shelf sections having their meeting
ends overlapping one another, a hinge mem-
ber located at one end of the overlapped por-
tions of said shelf sections to connect. said
shelf sections together, said hinge member
being adjustable relative to one of said shelf
sections to increase or decrease the over-
lapped portion of the shelf sections and
thereby alter the total length of the shelf,
said shoe sockets consisting of a plurality of
side wells and a back wall, having two side
walls and said back weall formed of a single
tongue of sheet metal extending from the
ends of said shelf.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my

signature.
KARL H. WHITNEY.
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